| OFFICIAL REPORTS _ 


Royal North-West Mounted | 
Police — . S I 

- SETTLERS AND nets | : 
1882-1885. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31761117090100 


SETTLERS AND REBELS 


BEING THE OFFICIAL REPORTS TO 
PARLIAMENT OF THE ACTIVITIES 


OF THE 


ROYAL NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE FORCE 


FROM 


1882-1885 


BY 


THE GOMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


ROYAL NORTH-WEST 
MOUNTED POLICE 


Illustrated with diagrams 


INTRODUCTION BY 
COMMISSIONER W. L. HIGGITT, R.C.M.P. 


COLES CANADIANA COLLECTION 


Originally published 1882 to 1885 
in Ottawa, Canada 
by Maclean, Roger & Co. 


Facsimile edition published 
by COLES PUBLISHING COMPANY, Toronto 
© Copyright 1973. 


INTRODUCTION 


In May 1873 the Canadian Parliament passed an act to provide for the formation of 
a mounted police force to bring law and order to the vast western plains which the 
Dominion had acquired three years earlier from the Hudson’s Bay Company. The North- 
West Mounted Police, as it was to be known, came into existence by order in council on 
August 30, 1873. Throughout the winter of 1873-74, the newly organized force began 
preparing for the great task of establishing friendly relations with the Indians who inhab- 
ited the area, and providing the orderly conditions which would pave the way for the 
territory’s peaceful settlement and development. The first step towards this important goal 
took place on July 8, 1874, when a force of 275 men under the command of Commissioner 
G. A. French left Fort Dufferin, Manitoba on its epic march to the foothills of the Rocky 
Mountains. 


Upon his return to Manitoba in the Fall of 1874, Commissioner French compiled an 
official account of the Force’s activities during its first year of operation. This included his 
own daily diary of the progress of the Force on its westward trek, as well as the reports he 
received from many of his subordinate officers. The resulting chronicle was published in 
the Sessional Papers of Canada as “The Report of the Commissioner of the North-West 
Mounted Police, 1874”. 


Since the North-West Mounted Police first rode onto the plains in 1874 the Force’s 
duties and responsibilities have undergone many changes. In recognition of its services, the 
prefix “Royal” was added to its title in 1904 by King Edward VII. Sixteen years later, when 
it became responsible for federal policing throughout Canada, it was changed again to 
“Royal Canadian Mounted Police”’. 


In these early reports readers will find first hand accounts of many of the stirring 
incidents which shaped the history of the West, written by those who actually participated 
in them. The Indian Treaties, the influx of the American Sioux under Sitting Bull, the 
construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway, the North-West Rebellion, and the coming 
of the settlers are just a few of the dramatic events in which the North-West Mounted 
Police played an important part. It has been many years since these valuable reference 
sources were generally available to the public. Their reappearance in 1973, the Force’s 
Centennial year, will be welcomed by all who are interested in the history of western 
Canada. 


W. L. Higgitt, 
Ottawa Commissioner 
1973 Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
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OFFICE OF THE CoMMISSIONER, 
Norin-Werst Mountep Po.tcsg, 
Heap Quarrers, REGINA, 
Ist January, 1883. 
The Honorable 
The Minister of the Interior, 
Ottawa. 


Srr,—Soon after my arrival at Fort Walsh in April last, I commenced holding 
aaily councils with the Indians (Crees and Assinaboines) with a view of persuading 
them to move northward to settle upon the new reservations. 

In fact, for the greater part of the month of April my whole time was so 
taken up. 

The obstacles placed in the way of such a movement, by the Indians themselves, 
were innumerable. For some time | feared 1 should find it impossible to induce 
“ Pie-a-Pot,” (who is a half Cree and half Assinaboine) and his followers to proceed 
to a northern reservation. Ultimately, however, “ Pie-a-pot” agreed to go on his 
reservation, if he received the pair of horses and a waggon which had been pro- 
mised to him by the Assistant Indian Commissioner in a letter to Superintendent 
Mclllree, who was then Acting Indian Agent at Fort Walsh. He also asked for a 
horse and cart for each of his head men. I agreed that these articles should be 
furnished, and they were subsequently given him and his head men. In the case of 
the Assinaboines also I experienced much trouble. These Indians have always 
looked upon the Cypress Hilis as their home. Itis not therefore, tobe wondered 
at that I had considerable difficulty in inducing them to accept a new and northern 
reserve, ‘‘The-man-that-took-the-coat,” or “Jack,” was the first Assinaboine Chief 
who consented to proceed to the reservation allotted him by the Government. 

I afterwards secured a promise from ‘“ Long Lodge,” “The Poor Man,” and 
‘ Bear’s Head,” that they and their people would accept the new reservations as allotted 
‘by the Indian Department. ‘Long Lodge’s” reservation near Qu’Appelle, “The 
Poor Man,” and “ Bear’s Head,” in the vicinity of Battleford, their previous reserva- 
tions having been at Maple Creek near Fort Walsh. 

The Assinaboine chiefs “ Jack” and “ Long Lodge” left Maple Creek farm in 
charge of Mr. English, farm instructor, being accompanied by a small detachment of 
police, and straggling Crees belonging to “ Little Child’s” and “Sparrow Jlawk’s” 
bands, they reached Qu’Appelle on the Ist June. I was afterwards informed that 
their reserve had been selected at Indian-head, about twenty-four miles south-east 
of Qu’Appelle. 

“ Bear’s Head” and “ Poor Man” (Assinaboines) left Fort Walsh on the 23rd of 
May for Battleford, they were accompunied by a constable of the force who ‘ssued 
rations while en route. They arrived at Battleford on the 17th June. 

On the 23rd of June “ Piea-pot,” with some five hundred followers, left Fort 
Walsh for Qu’Appolle. The delay that arose from the time of “ Pie-a-pot’s” promise 
to go on his new reservation until the time of his departure from Fort Walsh, did not 
reflect discredit upon this chief, as regards any inclination on his part to act other- 
wise than in pertect good faith, but was purely owing toour lack of ability to aid him in 
transport. Such aid was imperative on our part, as the Indians were wretchedly poor 
and without horses. Considerable influence from different surreptitious quarters was 
brought to bear with the view of inducing the (ndians to remain in the southern dis- 
trict, the object of course, being that they should receive their annuities at Fort 


Walsh, and thus secure the expenditure of the treaty money in that section of the 
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country. Even American traders from Montana clandestinely visited the Indian 
camps with the same project in view. 

The natural inclination of the Indians themselves, Assinaboines and Crees alike, 
was toremain about the Cypress Hills, It is almost impossible fur any one not 
present at Fort Walsh to form any adequate idea of the incessant work I[ was called 
npon to perform and the difficulties I had to encounter in carrying out the policy of 
the Government. Ior some considerable time I found it impossible to leave Fort 
Walsh for a single day; the difficulty I had in obtaining transport was also excep- 
tionally great. 

As far as practicable I transported them with police horses and waggons. In “ Pie- 
a-pot’s”’ case | seat four waggonse, with a strong escort of police. A portion of the 
escort, with one waggon, went through to Qu’Appelle ; the remainder of the escort 
and waggons returned from “ Old Wives’ Lake,” where they were met by transport 
sent from Qu’Appelle by the Indian Department. 

This escort [ sent with the Crees, as 1 was aware that war parties of Blood 
Indians had been seen in the vicinity of the Cypress Hills. ‘ Pie-a-pot’s” band arrived 
at Qu’Appelle on the 23rd July. 

At the time of “ Pie-a-pot’s ” departure from Fort Walsh, the Cree chief, “ Big 
Bear” (non-treaty Indian), ‘“‘ Lucky Man,” and “Little Pine,” with about 200 lodges, 
finding that 1 would not assist them in any way unless they went north, started from 
Fort Walsh to the plains in a southerly direction. These chiefs informed me that 
their intentioa was to take “a turn” on the plains in quest of Buffalo, and after their 
hunt to go north. They added that they did not intend crossing the international 
boundary line,—a statement which I considered questionable at the time. 

J, therefore, at the request of the officer commanding the United States troops 
at Fort Assinaboine, informed the American authorities of the departure of these 
chiefs. The Americans in expressing their thanks were much gratified with the 
information imparted. 

If but few did cross the line, they were deterred only by fear of punishment by 
United Stutes troops, who had formed a large summer camp at the big bend of the 
Milk River. 

At the time of the departure of these chiefs from Fort Walsh, I told them that the 
American Government was opposed to their crossing the line, and stated in a clear 
and positive manner that any punishment which might be inflicted upon them by the 
American Troops could only be regarded as the result of their own stubborn folly, in 
not acting upon the advice of the Canadian Government, given purely in the interest 
of the Indians themselves. 

By the departure of these chiefs, Fort Walsh was entirely rid of Indians. Thus 
the policy of the Government had been carried out in its entirety, and I trust that the 
Government have every reason to be satisfied by the manner in which this was done, 
as far as the North-West Mounted Police is concerned. 

In the month of August, Indians from the bands of “Big Bear,” “Lucky Man” and 
“Little Pine,” commenced returning to Fort Walsh. They formed themselves in small 
bands, subsisting principally on the result of their hunt, although it was small, the 
presence of the American troops had prevented them from travelling as far south as 
they intended. 

Their bands were gradually increased in size by new arrivals. They were in 
such utterly wretched condition and with so few horses, that they could make no 
movement northward to their reservations, they had no definite plan as to their 
fature movements, and stated that they could not make any until their chiefs arriv- 
ed. These chiefs soon afterwards came in, Aid from the Government in shape of 
food was most sparingly issued during the time negotiations were being opened in 
view of moving these Indians northward as had been done with others in the spring. 
A report was received that ‘‘Pie-a-pot” and many others of his followers were return- 
ing from their reservations to Fort Walsh, and expressing themselves dissatisfied 
with their reception. Such a report, as might be naturally expected caused some 
little consternation among the Indians, and had the effect for the time being, of 
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ee any of them from proceeding to their reservations as they had promised 
efore leaving in the spring on their hunt south. On the 17th Septemher “Pie-a-pot” 
with a large number cf his followers reached Fort Walsh. In a council which I had 
with the chiefs immediately after “Pie-a-pot’s” return he communicated certain 
grievances in connection with their reception, which prevented him from remaining 
on his reserve, although with the reserve itself he appeared perfectly satisfied. 
‘“‘Pie-a-pot” received the sympathy of the other chiefs who were in no manner anxi- 
ous to go northward, it was then found utterly impossible to effect any movement of 
the Indians who had come from the south, they accepting “Pie-a-pot’s” grievances as 
stated by himself, and embodying their own also. For some considerable time they 
made no demand for aid from the Government, but as the cold weather came on, 
being very poorly clad, and insufficiently supplied with food, they experienced much 
hardship irom exposure and starvation. It was then that they requested me to trans- 
mit to you their message to the effect that ‘“Pie-a-pot” wished to settle on the reserve 
given him !by Mr. Wadsworth last summer. “Little Pine” who is a relation of 
“Pie-a-pot’s” to settle alongside of him, “Lucky man” and “Front man” wanted 
their reserves at Big Lake about thirty miles east of Fort Walsh. All wanted to 
receive their annuity money to enable them to make their winter Buffalo hunt. 
“Big Bear” expressed a wish to accept the treaty, and afterwards to go north to 
Fort Pitt, which is the section of country to which he belongs. Although I did not 
consider that the requests of the Indians as to reservations should be acceded to, I 
nevertheless recommended the Indians receiving some considerations as regards their 
payments and aid in provisions, inasmuch as I foresaw if no aid was accorded them, 
they would starve, and in a starving condition might have attempted to commit 
depredations. 

A Report of the acute sufferings of these Indians was embodied in a Report by 
Surgeon Jukes forwarded to you in October last. 

The final result was that Indian Agent McDonald, from Treaty 4, Qu’Appelle, 
was ordered to proceed to Fort Walsb, and pay the Indians their annuities, which he 
did. Much as I regret our having been forced to have recouree to such an alterna- 
tive, it was nevertheless unavoidable. I at one time contemplated that 
all the Indians would have been paid on new reservations northward from Fort 
Walsh. Notwithstanding the fact that every anticipation in this respect was not 
verified, it is still an undoubted fact that much progress was made towards settling 
tho Indians on their reservations, in support of this statement it will be remembered 
that last year some five thousand Indians had to be paid at Fort Walsb, this year 
not more than two thousand were paid. 

I must not omit to mention that all the Indians who were sent to Battleford 
remained upon their reservations, and I understand have become satisfactorily 
settled there. Superintendent Herchmer, commanding at Battleford, in his Report, 
Sete “The Indians are progressing well, thanks to the able management of Mr. 

eod.” 

I would call your attention to the fact that in a letter of the 20th May last, I 
impressed upon the Government the importance of the Indians being well received 
in the north, also the fulfilment of all treaty obligations, reminding you at the time, 
the mode of life would beedifferent to that to which the Indians had been accustomed 
to, for this reason I considered some little allowance should be made, and the treat- 
ment the Indians received, particularly on arrival, should be kind. I then went on 
to say that if these recommendations were not acted upon, I felt that 1 would not be 
far astray in predicting a general stampede southward, also that should this once 
occur, the final settlement of the Indians on allotted reservations would be materially 
affected. ari 

The failure of the Indian Department to settle “ Pie-a-pot” on his reservation nas 
doubtless been explained in communications to you by their own officials, 

Relating to my allusions to the promises made by “ Big Bear” to accept the treaty, 
I have to report that during my recent stay at Fort Walsh in the beginning of the 
present month, “ Big Bear” expressed his desire to make an adhesion to treaty six, 


Finding that no negotiations could be carried on except through me, I most willingly 
placed all my time at “Big Bear’s” disposal, daily councils were held in which [ 
explained the nature of the treaty to that chief. On the evening of the 6th instant, 
he visited me with the Interpreter and remained talking for the greater part of the 
night. 

~ The interview was a long and tiresome one, but I am plessed to be able to say 
that it ended in his giving me his hand, and assuring me that he would accept the 
treaty on the following day. 

‘he result of my interviews with “ Big Bear” I communicated to Indian Agent 
McDonald, who was then at Fort Walsh. On ascertaining the substance of the pro- 
mises made me by “ Big Bear,” he prepared an adhesion to treaty six. 

On the 8th, ‘‘ Big Bear” and his followers, accompanied by several treaty chiefs 
and Indians, came formally to my quarters, and after having spent the afternoon and 
evening in going over the details of our previous interviews, he signed the treaty. 

You are aware that Treaty No. 6, to which “ Big Bear ” has given his adhesion, 
was made at Forts Carleton and Pitt, which is, as [ have mentioned, the section of 
country to which he belongs. His present intention is to go to Fort Pitt with his 
entire followers in the spring und settle upon the reservation allotted him, and I 
tirmly believe he will do so. 

Big Bear was the only remaining chief in the North-West Territory who had 
not made a friendly treaty with the Canadian Government, in the surrendering of his 
and bis people’ rights as Indians, by the acceptance of annuities and reserves. 

I trust therefore I may be allowed to offer my congratulations, inasmuch 
as I consider the occurrence an opportune one concluding as it does, and 1 venture to 
predict satisfactorily, the final treaty with the last of the many Indian tribes in the 
Territory. 

All possible astistance has invariably been afforded the Indian Department. 

During the past year, the work of Indian Agent for the Cypress hills, has been 
perjormed by cfficers of the force. Up tothe 15th of August, this work was per- 
tormed by Superintendent Mclllree; from that date up to the present time, Inspector 
Norman has acted as Indian Agent. 


This officer has in accordance with your instructions, just been temporarily 
transferred to the Indian Department. 

Transport was furnished to assist in moving the various bands of Indians, north 
to their reserves. As I have previously stated, this taxed our limited supply of 
transport, and consequently I was compelled to move ” E”’ Division, from Fort Walsh 
to Fort Macleod, en route to Calgarry, by hired transport. 

The keeping of the Indian Department accounts, and issuing of rations, was 
done by members ofthe force. 

During the annual payments, an officer and two constables were furnished 
Indian Agent McDonald. to assist him in making the payments. 

You are aware that for several months my own time was taken up in makiog 
negotations, 


Superintendent Crozier reports to meas follows on the assistance furnished 
at Macleod : 

“ Kscorts were furnished for the Indian Annuity payments of the Blood, Black- 
foot andPiegan rererves, and when required, pay clerks were told off, to assist Indian 
Department employees. 

“Y furnished the Indian Agent with transport, consisting of horses and waggons, 
when he was proceeding on several occasions to the different reserves in this Agency, 
and men and horses were provided, to drive beef cattle to the Blackfoot crossing. 

‘‘In the absence of a surgeon, the hospital steward vaccinated a number of 
Indians.” 

In the Battleford District Superintendent Herchmer reports that parties were 


detailed for Fort Pitt, and the lakes west and north of that place, to pay Indians ; 
also on the Battle River Reserves. 


7 
———— ee 

Escorts were furnished during the payments made at Eagle Hills and Moosomin’s 
reserve by the Agent. AtCumberland the payments were made by our men. 

The Indian Agent has expressed his entire satisfaction with the assistance 
afforded. 

In the Calgarry District one officer and ten men were sent to the Blackfoot 
reserve to act as escort and to assist in the payment of the Indians. 

Escorts were also furnisned at the other reserves when required. 

In the Qu’Appelle District Superintendent Walsh reports that on the arrival of 
“Vittle Child,” “Sparrow Hawk,” and ‘ The-man-that-took-tho-coat’s” bands he 
furnished four four-horse teams to convey Indian chiefs from Qu’Appelle to their 
reserve at Indian Head, which had been selected for them. 

Superintendent Walsh also assisted the Indian Department by furnishing them 
with four teams to transport the Indians to their reserves, and on request gave them 
the services of a non-commissioned officer for one month to act as Assistant Indian 
Instructor on the Assinaboine reserve, On the return of the non-commissioned 
officer a very complimentary letter was received from the Indian Commissioner 
respecting the manner in which the duty had been performed, 

The money for the Indian payments in the northern district was brought from 
the sixth siding of the Canadian Pacific Railway to Qu’Appelle, and Inspector Gries- 
bach, with an escort of seven men with eight horses, conveyed this money to Battle: 
ford and Carlton. 

The money for treaty four, was escorted from Qu’Appelle station tu Fort 
Qu’ Appelle and handed over to the Indian agent there. 

Escorts and assistance were given the agents at Indian Head, Pasqua’s Reserve 
and Mud Lake, duriog the payments. 

Throughout the Territory our surgeon’s and hospital stewards have given medi- 
cal attendance to the Indians, and have vaccinated a great number. 


GENERAL PoLtceE Work. 


Our police work during the last year was very great. This has been largely 
caused by the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway, which employed up- 
wards of 4,000 men during the whole summer, some of them exceptionally bad 
characters, I am, however, happy to report that, owing to there being no liquor 
obtainable, very little trouble was given us by them. The difficulty of preventing 
whisky being supplied them by disreputable characters entailed a great deal of 
extra duty on the force. Where large amounts of money are being expended among 
such men as railway navvies it was to be expected that many attempts would be 
made to supply them with liquor, Had this not been effectually stopped, I fear I 
should have had to report a large number of depredations as having been committed. 
I venture to state that it is unparalleled in the history of railway building in a 
western country that nota single serious crime has been committed along the line 
of work; and I would also add that it is a matter of the utmost congratulation to the 
Government, inasmuch as it must reflect great credit in the enactment and carrying 
out of laws well calculated to suppress crime. ' 

Horse stealing has been committed very frequently ; in many cases the offen- 
ders could not be caught and punished, they taking refuge across the line. However, 
every effort was made, and with no little success, as will be seen in the appendix to 
my Report. 

The behavior of the Indians for the past year has been, on the whole, good. 

It is utterly impossible for me to give all the details of the police work through- 
out the different districts, but a short sketch of one or two instances will serve to 
illustrate the important, and at times trying, duty performed, and may not prove un- 
rnteresting. be 

In concluding my annual report of last year, I alluded to Surres rane Stee ee : 
mitted relating to trouble that occurre] in January of last year with the Blackfoo 
Indians or their reserve at the Blackfoot Crossing. This trouble you will remember 


was in connection with the arrest of a prisoner, named “Bull Elk,” a Blackfoot In- 
dian, on the charge of shooting with intent to kill; the Indians endeavoring to offer 
resistance to the detachment first sent out to make the arrest. Prompt steps were, 
however, taken by the officer commanding at McLeod, Superintendent Crozier, who 
himself proceeded with every available man at his command to reinforce the detach- 
ment at the Blackfoot Crossing. ‘ Bull Elk” was arrested and committed for trial 
and every precaution taken to meet any resistance that might be offered by the Indians. 
It was pointed out to them in the plainest possible manner that law and order were to 
be carried out, that the police were in the country to do this and that any attempt 
at resistance on their part would be punished as it deserved. Seeing the determin- 
ation on the part of the police to carry out the letter of the law, and finding that a 
determined force wasat hand with which to enforce strict obedience and respect, even 
should it be found necessary to resort to the most extreme measures, the Indians 
submitted to tho arrest of “ Bull Elk,” being forcibly reminded in so doing that re- 
sistance on their part would not be tolerated for a moment, or in any way allowed to 
interfere with the impartial administration of justice, in the case of Indians and white 
men alike. 

Although I had every reason to be perfectly satisfied with the determined steps 
taken by Superintendent Crozier, I nevertheless deemed it advisable to reinforce the 
strength of Fort McLeod by thirty non-commissioned officers and men. [ there- 
fore ordered a detachment of that number to proceed from Fort Walsh to Fort Mc- 
leod with all possible despatch. My orders in this respect were most promptly car- 
ried out, and as I previously informed you this action had beyond all possible doubt 
a mos! salutary effect upon the Indian mind. 

On the Ist of May, before the arrival of the recruits, Big Bear (then a non-treaty 
chief) reached Fort Walsh. He came in ahead of his followers, all of whom, number- 
ing some 130 lodges were, he informed me, en route. I at once told this chief, that I 
did not wish his people to come in the vicinity of the Fort, and also that he would 
receive no aid trom the Government. 1 directed him to a place known as the 
‘‘ Lake,” where they could subsist by fishing. 

This Big Bear did, and for some time I heard nothing further from him; later 
on, however, I received information that councils were being held daily in his camp, 
and further that the result of these councils, was that he and his followers had 
decided to visit Fort Walsh, make exorbitant demands for provisions, and in case of 
their being refused, to help themselves. I considered it advisable, thereupon, to 
move all the Indian supplies inside the Fort; these supplies had previously been 
stored inside a building in the village rented by the Indian Department. I also took 
over the ammunition of T. C. Power & Bros., the only traders at Fort Walsh, and 
placed it in our magazine. 

I confined all the men to barracks, had the 7 pounder mountain guns placed in 
position in the bastions, and made all arrangements to have the force at my command 
ready for any emergency. On the 14th, Big Bear with 150 bucks, all armed, arrived 
at the Fort. By runners going to his camp, Big Bear was kept informed of the 
action that had been taken, the effect of which proved most beneficial. 

The Indians accompanying him conducted themselves in an orderly manner and 
made mort civil speeches. I held a council with Big Bear, and bis people inside the 
Fort, allowing no man to come iu armed, and distinctly impressed on them, that as 
an eaey Indians they had no claims whatever on the consideration of the} Govern- 
ment. 

Tbe demands made for ammunition during the council with me were refused. I 
feel justified in saying that my treatment of Big Bear at this time had a most satis- 
factory effect, showing him, that he as a non-treaty Indian would not obtain assis- 
tance from the Government, and any attempt of bis to obtain such by force must 
prove entirely futile. 

On the 4th May, Inspector Macdonell, the officer commanding at Wood Moun- 
tain, received a report from Mr. Legarrie, trader, who had just returned from Fort 
Buford, U.S, in which Inspector Macdonnell was informed that on the evening of 


the 28th April, while Legarrie was encamped en route to Wood Mountain, a war 
party of thirty-two Crees appeared and made demands for provisions. 

Mr. Legarrie had with him a half-breed and a Sioux Indian. He, and these men 
gave the war party food. Shortly afterwards they took articles from the carts by 
force, and threatened the lives of his party. During the night Mr. Legarrie heard 
the Indians in council arranging to kill him and the Teton Sioux. Towards morning 
another council was held, when it was ascertained that the Indians were composed 
of two parties, one from Cypress Hills, the other from Wood Mountain. The Cypress 
Hills party wished that what had been arranged should be carried into effect at once. 
But the arrangements were changed, and it was decided to allow Legarrie and his 
party, who had previously been disarmed, to “eat once more” before killing them. 
When daylight came, Legarrie commenced preparations for a start. The scene 
following he describes as being a terrible one, the Indians having taken possession 
of the carts. Legarrie expecting every moment to be killed, the noise was fearful, 
aie crying for the scalps of the whole party, others only wishing to kill the Teton 

ndian. 

Two attempts at firing were made, but fortunately the guns missed fire in both 
cases. All became so confused that the Indians were afraid of killing their own 
friends. Finally Legarrie succeeded in buying off the lives of bis men, the war party 
being allowed to take what they liked, and Legarric’s party to go, after having had 
his carts pillaged, by the taking of blankets, rifles, ammunition, etc. 

Immediately on the receipt of the information, Inspector Macdonell despatched 
messengers to all the half-breeds and friendly Indian’s camps within a radius of 20 
miles of his post, instructing them to keep a watch for this war party, and to imme- 
diately inform him if any trace was seen, promising that unless they were captured 
permanent guiet would not be established in his district, as the same party had given 
continual annoyance during the spring. He therefore determined to make an arrest at 
any cost. Shortly after a half-breed, who resided 15 miles east of the post, reported 
to Inspector Macdonell that on the previous evening he bad, while herding horses, 
come suddenly upon a war party of eight Indians on foot, all having lariats (a sure 
sign that they were on a horse-stealing expedition). This war party admitted they 
were going to steal horses, but promised to touch none belonging to the half-breedc. 
From the description given of the Indians who had attacked Leyarrie, the half-breed 
assumed that they belonged to the same war party. 

Inspector Macdonnell immedialely mounted every man of bis command available 
and in company with Lagarrie whom he had sent for to identify the Indians, he 
started to make the arrest. He travelled in the direction of a half-bread camp, 15 
miles from the post in which direction the Indians had gone, On arriving within a 
quarter of a mile of the camp, a scout was sent in to gather information. The scout 
told the camp that he was in search of four horses stolen from Wood Mountain, 
but he was told that they were not there as eight Crees had just come in on foot. 
Inspector Macdonnell immediately pushed on to the camp which was composed of 
about 45 lodges. On reaching the camp he found a large crowd collected, and all the 
doors of the lodges closed, and on asking for the Cree Indians their presence in the 
camp was denied. 

The crowded camp appeared very sulky and averse to his searching the lodges, 
one half-breed in particular who spoke a little English showed much opposition. 
This man Iuspector Macdonnell covered with his rovolver. This had the effect of 
cowing the crowd, and the lodges were pointed out where seven Crees were found. 
These were arrested and disarmed, and a demand made for the remaining Indian who 
was at last given up. The prisoners were then conveyed to Wood Mountain Post. 
On the next day an examination was held by Inspector Maedonnell who committed 
them for trial, and afterwards conveyed them to Qu Appelle where they were tried 
and found guilty by the Stipendiary Magistrate. 

All possible aid was invariably given towards the recovery and return to their 
legitimate owners of horses and mules stolen and brought into the territory from the 
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United States. Our efforts in this respect were accompanied by marked success, as 
will be seen frora the instances I propose quoting. 

During the month of May last an American citizen from the Maria’s River, 
Montana, arrived at Fort Walsh. He gave a description of 11 horses which he 
believed had been sto'en from him by our Indians. I sent a party of police out to 
the various camps and succeeded in recovering and handing over all the horses 
stolen, taking care that no expense was incurred by the man who had suffered the loss. 

Another case happened in the same month. On the 16th [ received information 
to the effect that a war party of Cree Indians, belonging to “ Big Bear’s” camp, had 
passed 10 miles south of Fort Walsh en route to their camp at ‘“ the Lake,” 30 miles 
east of that post, with a band of valuable horses. The brands seen showed that they 
had been stolen from white men south of the linc. The day after this information 
reached me, two Americans from the Teton River, near Fort Benton, Montana, 
arrived at Fort Walsh. These men described fully the horses stolen from them, and 
brought letters from settlers relative to other horses stolen at the same time. From 
various admissions made by the Indians (‘“‘ Big Bear’s” followers), I learned that a 
war party had made a raid on an American settlement on the Teton River, stealing 
almost every horse. I immediately, on the arrival of the Americans, sent for “ Big 
Bear,” who happened to be then at Fort Walsh, informing him that J intended start- 
ing for his camp, which I did half an hour after the arrival of the Americans, in 
order to recover the horses bis people bad stolen. I started with an officer and 22 
men, taking “ Big Bear” with me. The two Americans accompanied me. On the 
arrival at ‘““The Lake,” I found the entiro Cree camp numbering 500 lodges. I told 
them that I must have every horse sto'en handed over to me. They obeyed, and 
brought in, with one or two exceptions, all the horses. These exceptions were in 
eases where the horses had strayed, but they were subsequently brought in to me. 
On the following morniug I returned to Fort Walsh with 32 horses. While at “The 
Lake,” I told the Indians that horse-stealing, whether south of the line or not, must 
cease, a8 in every caxe the horses wou'd be taken from them; and if proof could be 
obtained of the guilty Indians, they would be severely punished. I might mention 
that in tho recovery of these horses I received every assistance from the Indian 
Chiefs, ‘‘ Pie-a-Pot” and ‘‘ Little Pine.” 

At Qu’Appelle, 9 horses and 6 mules, which had been stolen from Fort Buford, 
U.S. A., were recovered by Inspector Griesbach of.‘ B” Division, and returned to 
Messrs. Leighton, Jordan & Co., their owners. 

I could quote many instances where horses ia small numbers, stolen from Mon- 
tana, have been recovered and returned. 

In the early part of the season the country in the vicinity of the Cypress Hills 
was infested with horse thieves; these were principally American Indians from the 
Piegan reservation, 90 miles west of Fort Shaw, Montana. Large numbers of 
horses were stolen from both Indians and white men in our country. In some cases 
the thefts committed were daring, one stable being broken into at the settlement, 
Fort Walsh. As a general rule the horses so stolen could not be recovered, as they 
were immediately taken across the line before wé were informed or able to pursue 
the thicves. I regret to say that those stolen horses could nut be secured though they 
were traced by their owners across the line, as the United States Indian Depart- 
ment did not show the same disposition to aid our citizens, as we have invariably, as 
tur as lay in our power, afforded them. 

The following case speaks for itself: — 

A half-breed, named Pelletier, was camped in the Cypress Hills with a large 
number of horses. He was attacked and fired on by United States Indians, who 
drove off his horses across the line. He subsequently visited the Picgan reser- 
vation, and though he saw many of his horses in the possession of the Indians, he 
was unable to recover them. 

I have written to Messrs. J.G. Baker & Co., requesting them to endeavor to 
procure, with the assistance of the Sheriff, the recovery of Pelletier’s horses, as well 
as those stolen at a later date from the Canadian Pacitic Railway Company. 
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The United States military authorities have in all cases aided us as far as lay im 
their power, which is more limited than ours. 

General Sheridan, United States Army, in his annual report, mentions the 
amicable relations which exist between the United States troops and this force, 
which, he says, go far in ensuring quiet along the boundary line. 

On the z9th of May last a party of some two hundred Blood Indians arrived at 
Fort Walsh from their reservation near Fort MacLeod. These two hundred mew 
were well mounted and fully equipped as a war party, all armed with Winchester 
repeating rifles and a large supply of ammunition. On arrival they came at once to: 
me and reported that the Crees had stolen some forty head of horses from 
them, and had been stealing all winter. The object of their visit was to recover 
their stolen horses from the Crees, their intention being to go on to the Cree camp: 
at “the lake” east of Fort Walsh. Feeling assured that, if this was done, serious 
trouble would ensue, I told the Bloods I would not allow this, informing them at 
the same time that I would send an officer and party, with a small number of their 
representative men, to the Cree camp, and that if their harses were there they 
would be returned to them. ‘To this the Indians agreed. 

I detailed Inspector Frechette for the duty ; six Blood Indians accompanied him 
to the Cree Camp. 

This officer returned on the following day with three horses belonging to the 
Bloods. I was satisfied that, with the exception of two other horses, which were 
afterwards returned by the Crees, the horses the Bloods had lost were stolen by 
American Indians. 

On the night of the 30th May, I held an interview with the Bloods; they 
appeared much disappointed at not getting their horses, the loss of which they per- 
sisted in laying at the door of the Crees, notwithstanding the fact that a woman of 
their own tribe, who had for some time been living with the Crees, assu:ed them that 
none of their horses had been in the Cree Camp, except those returned, and the three 
brought in by the police ; the interviews I mention having been held, took place in 
my office, I having allowed some of the Indians (unarmed) into the Fort. They alk 
expressed themselves in the most friendly terms towards the Police Iorce and myself 
personally. They promised me they would return home on the following morning. 
About-2 o’clock on the morning of the 3lst May, Superintendent Cotton reported to 
me that there was some excitement in the Blood camp, which he had just visited. A 
number of Blood Indians had just ridden off towards the Macleod road, and the few 
that still remained had their horses saddled. Superintendent Cotton and myself 
immediately went out in front of the post, where the Blood Camp had been. The 
Indians had just gone, their fires were still lighted, and candles burning in the few 
tents which I had loaned them on their arrival, the weather then being stormy. The 
Indians made off, yelling and firing their rifles, proving that they were in an 
excited state. The greater part of the camp showed signs of its having been most 
hurriedly abandoned, as cups, cooking utensils, and food, were left behind. The 
tents I had loaned them were not damaged, but some eight Cree lodges which were 
in close proximity, were torn down and destroyed by the Bloody. These lodges had 
fortuuately been abandoned on the inmates hearing the unusual noises in the Blood 
Camp. The Cree women had been “cached” in houses about the settlement, as they 
naturally feared the Bloods who are the hereditary enemies of the Crees, A short 
distance from this camp of Cree lodges, I found the body of a dead Indian (Cree). 
Assistant Surgeon Kennedy examined the body, and found seven or eight gunshot 
wounds and three stabs. The scalp was taken. I had the body placed in the lodge 
at once, and buried a few hours afterwards. The Indian killed was an idiot and almost 
blind. 

The Blood Indians presented letters to me on their arrival, from their Indian 
Agent. 

5 I would here point out the danger and evil results which are likely to arise 
from the Indians being allowed to leave their reserve in large numbers. 
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I am perfectly well aware of the difficulty which exists of preventing this, but 
still it is of the utmost importance that Indian Agents give the subject their earnest 
and constant attention, and that their most strenuous endeavors be used to prevent 
the Indians from making such a move. 

In connection with the murder of the Cree Indian above alluded to, I am of 
opinion that it was committed by some excitable young “ bucks,” who felt humiliated 
at the prospect of returning home without their horses, as they would thus appear 
in the eyes of their tribe to have accomplished nothing, notwithstanding the strength 
of their war-party. 

I might mention that very recently the Crees have sent presents of tobacco and 
sugar (peace-offerings) to all the chiefs of the whole of the Biackfoot nation, which, 
I hope to learn shortly, have been well received. 

The following is a recapitulation of cases tried, which aids materially in forming 
some approximate idea of police work performed. 

Recapitulation of criminal and other cases tried before Lieut.-Col. A. G. Irvine, 
S.M., and other magistrates in the various police districts throughout the Territories 
during the year 1882, as per Appendix “ D” :— 
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This does not include avery large number of purely civil cases, such as actions 
ior debt, ete., ete. 

In my Annual Report of last year, I strongly advised the abandonment of Fort 
Walsh. It must,however, be remembered that when these recommendations were made, 
it was understood to be the intention of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company to con- 
tinue their railway north of the Cypress Hills, crossing the Saskatchewan near the 
junction of the Red Deer River. As early in the season as the 26th April last, I in- 
formed you that I had had several conversations with Mr. C. E. Perry, Syndicate 
Engineer in charge of location ; from the substance of these conversations I under- 
stood that the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway would run ina more southerly 
course from the Moose Jaw Creek than had previously been anticipated. I was then 
informed of the likelihood of the line running south of Island Lake, along the foot 
hills of the Cypress Mountains, and crossing the South Saskatchewan at the Seven 
Persons Coulée at a point known as “ Medicine Hat.” The railway has since been so 
constructed that it takes it within thirty (30) miles of Fort Walsh. In view of the 
change, I received a letter from Mr. Perry, a copy of which I forwarded you, on the 
subject of the Syndicate parties receiving protection from the police. 1 was at the 
same time informed that large quantities of supplies were to be shipped through Fort 
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Walsh, and a considerab'e number of men were to be employed at once in and about 
Cyprus Hills. 

This being the case, the situation of affairs was essentially changed, and I was 
compelled to somewhat modify my previous recommendations, in so far as they re- 
lated to the immediate abandonment of Fort Walsh, as I saw that it was actually neces- 
sary to maintain a force of police in that vicinity for the protection of the working 
parties from American Indians as well as our own, and also to prevent smuggling and 
illicit whiskey dealing being carried on from the United States Territory. I there- 
tore recommended Fort Walsh be not abandoned until we were positively informed 
as to the location of the Canadian Pacific Railway line, by which time a suitable site 
tor a new post could be selected, possibly near the crossing of the South Saskatchewan 
River, about 35 miles north west of the head of the Cypress Hills. On ascertaining 
the final location of the Canadian Pacitic Railway, I communicated with you recom- 
mending that the site for future headquarters be decided upon at once, and asuitable 
post be erected without delay. I based this recommendation upon the assumption 
that the site would be selected at or near the crossing of the South Saskatchewan 
River. I stated, however, that should the Government consider that point too far 
West for headquarters, it would nevertheless be necessary to erect a post in the vici- 
nity of the Cypress Hills. 

By your telegram of the 29th July last, 1 was informed of your deci-ion of 
the Pile of Bones Creek being the headquarters of the force, also the number end 
dimensions of the section buildings for stables and quarters. This telegram reached 
me at Fort McLeod, 

Soon after my return from that Post to Fort Walsh, I proceeded to Qu’Appelle ; 
after having inspected “B” Division, 1 accompanied His Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor to the Piles of Bones Creek. 

I instructed Inspector Steele, who had accompanied me, where the buildings were 
to be situated. 

Limmediately moved the headquarters of “B” Division from Qu’Appelle to Regina. 

At the end of October the section buildings commenced to arrive and building 
was ee with. 

he headquarters of the force was transferred from Fort Walsh to Regina on the 
6th December. 

The increase of the force has proved most judicious. The effect on the Indians 
throughout the Territory was to show them that the Government intended that law 
and order should be kept, by both white men and Indians alike, and that. sufficient 
force was provided to accomplish this. 

Tho cases to which I have alluded, of “Big Bear” and of the trouble at the 
Blackfoot Crossing, early in January last, are sufficient to show tbat a strong force is 
still nevessary to enforce the law among the Indians, 

I was, owing to the increase of force, enabled to move a sufficient force to Forts 
McLeod and Calgary, which was urgently required. 

At Fort McLeod there are the Blood and Piegan reservations, numbering about 
four thousand people. The Sarcec reservation of about five hundred is only ten miles 
from Calgary, and the Blackfoot reserve, fifty-six miles down the Bow River from that 

vO8b. 

The fast growing settlements about these posts, together with the large cattle 
ranches, rendered it imperative that they should receive good police protection from 
such a large body of Indians, in all about seven thousand, as well as that order should 
be kept among the Indians themselves. 

These Indian reserves being close to the boundary line, great vigilance is required 
to prevent smuggling from Montana, U.S. 1; 

By having a strong furce at Qu’Appelle, I was enabled to afford sufficient pro- 
tection to the Canadian Pacific Railway. : 

Outposts of “B” Division were establishe1 on all the different trails by which 
liquor could be brought in, and mon were stationed at various points along the line 
to prevent any liquor-selling, and preserve order among the railway navvies. 
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The amount of additional work that I was thus able to perform, I feel could not 
have been accomplished, if the force had not been increased. 


NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
DistRiBuTIoN StTaTE, compiled from latest Returns. 
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Memo.—The men ‘‘'On Command’”’ are stationed in small detachments at the following places :—— 


Shoal Lake, Broad View, Moosomin, Troy, Moose Jaw, Rosetta’s Crossing, Fort Pelly, End of C. P. R. 


track, Maple Creek, Ten-Mile Crossing, Crow’s Nest Pass, Whoop Up, Stand Off, and along the 
Boundary Line. 


The following is a copy of a letter I have just had the pleasure of receiving from 
W. C. VanHorne, Esq., General Manager of the Canadian Pacific Railway :— 


CANADIAN Paciric RarILway, 
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER, 
WInniPea, Ist January, 1883. 


Dear Sir, —Our work of construction for the year of 1882 has just closed, and I 
cannot permit the occasion to pass without acknowledging the obligations of the Com- 
pany to the North-West Mounted Police, whose zeal and industry in preventing traffic in 
liquor and preserving order along the line under construction have contributed so 
much to the successful prosecution of the work. Indeed, without the assistance of 
the officers and men of the splendid force under your command, jt would have been 
impossible to have accomp'ished as much as we did. On no great work within my 
knowledge, where so many men have been employed, has such perfect order prevailed. 

On behalf of the Company, and of all their officers, I wish to return thanks, and 
to acknowledge particularly our obligations to yourself and Major Walsb. 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Yours very truly, 
(Signed.) W.C. VanHORNE, 


Lieut.-Colonel A. G. Irving, General Manager. 


Commissioner of North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina, 


In consequence of the increase of the force by 200 men, recruiting was com- 
menced early in the year in Toronto, by the late Superintendent McKenzie, at the 
New Fort. It was originally intended that these recruits should be sent up vid 
Winnipeg, then out to the terminus of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and across 
country to the various posts were they were required. However, owing to the severe 
floods in Manitoba, which temporarily suspended the railway traffic, as well as the 
unsettled state of Indian affairs at Fort Walsh, the original intention was changed, and 
the recruits were brought up vid Lake Superior and the Northern Pacific Railway to 
Bismarck, where they embarked on the steamer “ Red Cloud,” and proceeded up the 
River Missouri to Coal Banks, where they were met by Superintendent Mc’Illree with 
transport, and brought by him to Fort Walsh, distant about 120 miles; they arrived 
on the 11th June. It was with deep regret that I learned of the death of Superinten- 
dent McKenzie, who left Toronto in command of the recruits, but was shortly after 
taken ill and left at Prince Arthur’s Lauding, where he died in a few days. The 
command was taken over by Inspector Dowling. In all, 187 recruits arrived with 
Surgeon Jukes and Inspector Prevost. 

A small number of recruits were also engaged at Winnipeg, 37 in all. These 
recruits were taken on to Qu’Appelle and attuched to ‘‘B” Division. Later on 12 
more were brought up by Inspector Steele. [n all, 63 recruits arrived at Qu’Appelle. 

The total number of recruits posted to the Force was 250, of whom 200 were the 
increase of the force, and the remainder to fill vacancies, discharged men, &c. 

The recruits who arrived at Fort Walsh were posted to “A,” “C” and “E” 
Divisions. The larger proportion of these recruits were excellent men, but some, I 
regret to state, were mere lads, physically unfit to perform the services required. I 
would recommend most strongly that the minimum age at which a recruit be 
accepted for service be fixed at twenty-one years of age. [n speaking on this sub- 
ject, Surgeon Jukes gives his experience in his Annual Report in the following words: 
‘The examination papers given me when Ll was examining recruits for admission to 
the Force in May last, left me no power to reject men otherwise eligible between the 
ages of 18 and 40 years. This rule applies well to the regular army, where men 
enlist for a longer period, where the duties ordinarily required are far less severe; 
but for short periods of service, say 5 years, attended with much exposure, and 
demanding considerable powers of endurance, the age of 18 is too young.” 
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“A better limit as to the age for this service would be from 23 to 40, by adopt- 
ing which, as the regulation, the efficiency of the Forve would be materially increased, 
and the sick reports materially decreased, and the number of men annually required 
to be invalided reduced to a minimum.” 

Now that headquarters have been established, with railway communication to 
the Eastern Provinces, I intend to carry into effect my previous recommendation to 
form a depét of instruction. Recruits on arrival will be drilled and instructed 
in their duties, and, as they become efficient, will be drafted into the different 
divisions in which they are required. I would recommend that recruits be engaged 
from time to time to fill vacancies as they occur in the Force. 

Heretofore, owing to the difficulty of forwarding recruits to the Territory, except 
at stated periods, it was necessary to engage them in large bodies in Canada. This 
was attended with evil consequences. A large number of undisciplined men, associ- 
ated together for a considerable length of time, naturally formed intimacies which 
were objectionable, for on arrival at a post they thus formed a distinct clique, apart 
from the older men. The change of life which they experienced, their surroundings, 
the discipline, the arduous duties they were called upon to perform, gave rise to 
imaginary grievances, which were nursed and talked over among themselves ; not 
mixing up with the older hands, who would otherwise have imparted a desirable influ- 
ence, they became dissatistied. This was in a great measure the cause of so many 
desertions taking place among the recruits. It is worthy of note that all the deser- 
tions have, without exception, been men of but a few months’ service. 
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Engaging large bodies of men in a limited time does not give sufficient latitude 
for the best selection being made. Many men had to be engaged who would other- 
wise have been rejected. “By engaging men in small numbers, and by sending them 
at once to headquarters, where they will gradually be absorbed among, the older 
hands, this evil I have spoken of will be avoided to a great extent. 

It is of the utmost importance in recruiting that sufficient time should be allowed 
to make a careful selection. 

Having given a general review of police work during the last year, I now pro- 
pose to make a few remarks respecting the contemplated work which is before the 
Force during the coming season. 

Before doing so I may be permitted to remark that I foresee clearly that the 
duty to be performed by us during the coming summer will be greater, more impor- 

tant and more intricate than any we have hitherto been called on to perform 

The grading of the Canadian Pacitic Railway is nearly completed as far west as 
“Medicine Hat,” the crossing of the South Saskatchewan River. Work will be 
comienced from this point westward carly next season, and it is intended, I believe, 
to complete it to the Rocky Mountains. 

This will necessarily employ a large number of men and horses, at least as many 
as last season, 4,000 men and a greater number of horses. 

The difficulties that will arise from this are many. 

The railway line at ‘‘ Medicine Hat” is closer tv the international boundary than 
at any other point, being but 72 miles distant. 

From that point west there is a large tract of country, uninhabited, and casily 
traversed. 

South of the boundary line lies the Territory of Montana. From this territory 
formerly whiskey trading was carried on incessantly into these territories previous 
to the arrival of the police. 

From “ Medicine Hat” west to Fort McLeod is about 130 miles. The railway 
construction will no doubt offer great inducements to the whiskey traders of Montana 
to run cargoes of liquor in. The difficulty in preventing this alone will‘be great. 

T do not wish to produce any unnecessary disquiet, but I would call your atten- 
tion to the fact that the railway will next summer enter the Indian country proper, 
passing close to the Blackfoot Reserve. 

The Blackfoot, Bloods and Piegans form the Blackfoot nation. This powerful 
tribe, as you know, has but recently come in contact with white men, and their ex- 
perience of them is almost altogether of the Police Force. They are as yet perfeet 
savages, able to mount at least “1000 warriors, exceptionally well armed and equip- 
ped. These Indians are entirely unused to large bodies of white men, and know 
nothing ofa railway or its use. The Indian mind being very easily influenced, and 
very suspicious, it may be that they will consider their rigbts encroached upon, and 
their country about to be taken from them. Immediately south of them acro-s the 
line is the United States Piegan Reserve. These Indians are connected with the 
Blackfeet, and would no doubt join them should any serious collision with the white 
men take place. 

The large number of horses employed will also be a great temptation to horse 
stealing, both by white men and Indians from the south of the line where they can 
readily” be run across, as well as by our own Indians. 

Taking all these difficulties inio consideration the prevention of whiskey smug- 
gling along a line of over 150 miles, which if supplied would create rerious dis- 
tur ba ances, ahe prevention of horse stealing, and lastly guarding against Indian Opposi- 
tion to the railway construction, it will be necessary to, at all times, have parties of 
Police on duty along the line, and farther to establish a good post at a suitable and 
convenicnt place, where at Jeast one hundred men may be stationed, 

These hundred men will compose the greater part of the Division, whieh will, 
of course have to be most thoroughly equipped in horses and transpor t—ready at a 
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moment’s notice, in case of trouble of any kind occurring, to proceed along the rail- 
way line, or elsewhere, as the occasion demands, 

To my mind the only point at which the post [have mentioned can be established 
is at the crossing of the South Saskatchewan River or “Medicine Hat.” You 
already have a sketch showing the site I have selected. 

I propose hereafter in this Report recommending the buildiug of this post, and a 
smaller one at Maple Creek. 

I might, however, here be permitted to call your attention to the importance of 
my recommendation being acted upon. 

The post at Maple Creek would be an outpost from “ Medicine Hat,” where the 
headquarters of the division employed in this section would be stationed. Various 
other outposts, each consisting of a non-commissioned officer and a few men, will 
require to be established along roads and trails vsed in the Cypress Hills, with a 
view of preventing whisky trading and smuggling from the United States territory. 

The outposts about the Fort Macleod and Regina districts will be similar to 
those established this year (from some of these men are withdrawn during winter 
season). 

Outposts in the northern division will require to be maintained as at present. 

Outposts from the headquarters of Calgary District (Fort Calgary) will be 
established hereafter as railway and other interests from time to time demand. 


DistriButTion of Horses during year 1882. 


Division. Station. No. Remarks. 
CA Fort Walsh and Outposts ...... 71 *This includes a large number of re-mounts 
yey) Regina and Outposts .........00 56 being herded at Government Farm. 
“¢” |\*Fort McLeod and Outposts .... 127 These horses will, in the spring, be dis- 
OME Battleford and Outposts ......... 60 tributed among the various Divisions 
One? Gal gary’ siisisstesvcdiiedecsessvesees AT as required. 
Total strength........... 361 
Re-mounts received during 1882 @eeeesceoose SOCHOHHHOS HO SHOT GHOSE RELOHRIVE 133 
Colts taken on strength during 1882......... cb esecessesscessncveseecensoes T 
WO talesaeeene @eeeoos COGES LOR SO OH SSHASHEESEBSEHSEEES 140 


The total number of remounts taken on the strength of the force this year was 
one hundred and thirty-three. Eighty-nine supplied by the Stewart Ranch Com- 
pany ; forty purchased by the Department in Ontario and forwarded to Qu’Appelle, 
and four purchased in the Territory. 

Of the horses purchased from the Stewart Ranch Company thirty were accepted 
in July, the selection having been made from a band of one hundred and fifty head. 

The small number accepted was owing to the fact that the band I speak of was too 
light for our work. Eighteen were afterwards accepted and taken over by Superin- 
tendent Crozier, acting under my authority. 

During my recent visit to Fort Macleod, in the month of October last, accepted 
from a band driven in by the Company forty-one head. 

This last band was composed of the finest horses ever driven into the country, 
and the horses taken over by me were of a better class than any hitherto supplied 
the Force. 

The first small lots taken over by Superintendent Crozier and myself, were 
not in all cases composed of the class of horses we required. But as we were then 


in urgent need of saddle horses I accepted them, 
23—2*** 
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I must not, however, omit to mention that when the second band was driven in 
by the contractors, they most willingly exchanged every horse to which objection 
was raised, replacing them by others in all respects up to the required standard. 

The manner in which the Stewart Ranch Company fulfilled their contract was 
enienmtly satisfactory. 

In my Annual Report for 1880, I called your attention to the necessity of a new 
post being erected at Fort MacLeod. 

The danger which 1 then pointed out still exists, of the island on which the post 
is now built being entirely wa-hed away. 

The present condition of the post is wretched, notwithstanding that repairs have 
been made every year, and a few additional buildings erected. 

The number of the buildings atthe postare entirely inadequate to accommodate 
the force now stationed there, which, as you are aware, has been increased. 

T have already forwarded you a sketch of the country about Fort MacLeod, 
showing the sites suitable for the erection ofa post. 

I would strongly recommend that one of the sites be at once decided upon, and 
arranvements made immediately for building a substantial brick post. 

I do not consider that any saving would be effected by longer delay. 

A new post must be built, and one which will suffice for many years; a strong 
police force will be required about that point for a very considerable time. The num- 
ber of Indians, their proximity to the boundary line, and thelarge cattle interests will 
alone necessitate a force in that quarter. 

This being the case, a saving will be effected by the Government by erecting a 
substantial post of brick. 

All the material for building with brick can be obtained at or near Fort Macleod. 
And the extra cost entailed by building permanently will be ultimately saved by the 
substantibility. 

Another reason why this should be done at once is that the people at the small 
village of MacLeod are all delaying building until the site of the post is chosen. 

When this is decided upon a fine town will soon spring up. 

Fort Calgary having been created a district post, and “EH” Division removed 
there, under the command of Superintendent Mcliree, the buildings were entirely 
inadequate to accommodate the Division, and were so entirely useless and out of 
repair that I gave instructions to that officer to commence building at once on his 
arrival, and to retain for use during the winter such buildings as, with little or no 
expense could be made habitable for the winter. The buildings to be erected were 
to be laid out in a general plan for a new post. 

Superintendent MclIlree immediately on his arrival commenced work. Several 
of the old buildings were pulled down to make way for the new ones, all the same 
logs being utilized. A contract was at once let for the erection of a new Barrack 
Room, 110 ft. long by 30 ft. wide, with dining-room 30 ft. square, and kitchen 15 ft. 
square ; attached, 1 guard room, 30x50, with 12 cells; 1 hospital, and 1 officers’ 
quarters. These buildings have all been completed. The walls of the buildings 
throughout are 9 ft. high and constructed of logs, with the exception of the officers’ 
quarters, which are frame. The chinks are filled with mortar. Floor, 14 inch 
planed lumber, tongued and grooved, roof of shingle laid in mortar. ‘Phe buildings 
erected are good substantial ones, neat in appearance, well ventilated and suited for 
the requirements to which they will be put. 

The men are very much crowded, though, at present, and as the old buildings 
will not last another year, the post will require to be completed in the ensuing year. 
I annex a plan which shows the buildings that have already been erected, also the 
additional ones which are required. They are: 
eine room, dining room aud kitchen, same dimensions as ones already 
erected. 

2 Officers’ quarters same as one now built. 

1 Quartermasters’ store, 30 ft. widejby 150 ft. long. 

1 Reading and Recreation room, 35 ft. wide by 50 ft. long: 
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1 Sergeants’ mess room, 25 ft. wide by 59 ft. long, 

1 Orderly room, ditto. 

1 Artificers’ room for tailor, shoe-maker, harness-maker and armourer, 25 ft. wide 
by 65 ft. long. 

1 Carpenters’ and Blacksmith’s shop, 30 ft. wide by 30 ft. long. 

1 Bake house, 20 ft. wide by 25 ft. long. 

1 Wash-house, size, ditto. 

2 Stables, 30 ft. wide by 95 ft. long, to,hold 68 horses. 

1 Sick stable (not shown on plan). 

Walls throughoat 9 ft. in heigh’. 

I would recommend the erection of these buildings at once. 

With regard to the construction of the section buildings at Regina— 

The contract for the buildings was given to two ditierent firms—one Messrs. 
James Reilly & Co., Sherbrooke, Ont., and the other to Messrs. Logan & Doherty, of 
Ottawa. 

There are three different classes of buildings: barracks, kitchens and stables. 

The barrack buildings are of two different sizes—one 16 fect wide by 48 
feet long, and 11 feet wall, and one 16 feet by 24 feet, and same height. 

The kitchens furnished by Mr. Reilly are 18 feet by 10 feet, and intended for 
placing against the house. 

Messrs. Logan & O’ Doherty's kitchens are 12 feet by 16 fect; with vable roofs,and 
are connected to the house by a passage 8 feet long. 

The stables are ail of the same dimensions—50 feet long by 30 feet wide. 

The different buildings are all of the same principle of construction. The main 
difference between the Reilly portable building and the Logan & O’ Doherty is that in 
Reilly’s there is no air space, the sections being composed of upright boards, grooved 
and tongued, and held together by diagonal boards firmly nailed, and tongued and 
grooved, with two thickness of felt paper between. Each section is constructed with 
a lap, which fits a corresponding lap on adjoining section. The sections 
are fastened together by screws. In addition, the bottom of each is attached to the 
sill of the foundation. Likewise, the beam supporting the floor is continuous, and to 
this each section is firmly screwed by four 3-inch screws. 

The roof consists of two thickness of matched lumber, with air space of an inch, 
and lined between with felt paper, the upper and lower boards breaking joint. The 
roof is attached to the sections of the building by iron brackets screwed on to an inch 
board, which is firmly attached to the side wall at the top. 

The flooring throughout is single thickness. 

The Logan & O’Doherty building is, as the Reilly, composed of sest‘ons, but of 
different construction—each section is composed of a small frame, to which is nailed 
upright matched boards outside and in, with two thicknesses of tarred paper, thus an 
air space of one inch is obtained. The sections fit evenly together, without any lap 
or joint, and are fastened by three bolts. 

The foundation is bolted together throughout; and the beams of the upper 
floor are bolted to the walls of the building, thus preventing spread. 

The floor beams are additionally supported by a strap screwed to each section of 
the building. 

The foundation floor is made in sections, and of two thicknesss, with tarred 
paper between, and bolted together; the upper floor is also in sections, but only of one 
thickness. 

Barrack accommodation for one hundred men; stubling for sixty horses will be 
provided when all the buildings are erected. 

Messrs. James Reilly & Co. have completed :— 


10 buildings, 16 feet by 48 feet. 
8 ce 16 «¢ ¢ 24 t¢ 
Bb kitchens, 10 **""* 15" ™ 


in a few weeks they will have completed the stables. 
23—2h 7" 
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Messra. Logan and O’Doherty have already erected five buildings, 16 feet by 
A8 fect. 

They have yet to erect four buildings 16 feet by 48 feet, two buildings 16 feet by 
24 feet, ten kitchens 12 feet by 16 fect, and two stables. Jam in hopes that all will 
be completed in the course of six wecks, 

I do not consider either buildings suitable for a permanent post, though those 
supplied have answered their pnrpose wonderfully well. 

I would recommend that plans and specifications be immediately prepared and 
contracts at once let for the erection of buildings at “Medicine Hat” and “ Maple 
Creek,” as early as possible in the spring. 

Tt will be impossible for the force to assist in any way io the construction of 
these posts, owing, as I have already shown, to the amount of duty which will be 
required of us. 

The post at “ Medicine Hat,” will require to be large enough to accommodate one 
hundred men and an equal number of horses, 

At Maple Creck, large enough for thirty men and an equal number of horses. 

I have previously alluded to the importance which attaches to the establishment 
of these posts. 

Their erection is, | am quite satisfied, the only really efficient way in which we 
shall establish control and perfect supervision of a most important section of country, 
where much police work will for a long time to come require to be done. 

T have already pointed out, in the strongest possible terms, the many and serious 
objections there are to the site of Fort Walsh as a Police Post. 

By the building, in the Spring, of the posts I have recommended at ‘“ Medicine 
Hat” and ‘‘ Maple Creek,” the abandonment of Fort Walsh could be effected in a 
most satisfactory manner, and J most strongly recommend this being done. 

As I have previously reported, our present post at Wood Mountain is unfit to- 
quarter men and horses. I would recommend that a new post be erected there 
sufficiently large to accommodate one officer, 25 men, and 25 horses. 


Saddles. 


In my Report of last year, [ called your attention to the necessity of adopting 
some saddle for the Force, and purchasing a supply at once. 

I recommended the English high cantle dragoon saddle with several changes, 
and asked that a pattern saddle be obtained at once in order to thoroughly test it. I 
also obtained a Californian saddle of what I consider the best pattern. Both of these 
saddles were thoroughly used and tested, with the result that I found that the Cali- 
fornia saddle was the most suitable one for the different uses to which they required 
to be put, and also that in all cases the men preferred them in long rides, 

I am therefore justified in recommending that the Californian, of the following 
pattern, be adopted for this Force: 

The stirrups, wooden, strapped with iron, covered with leather and rubber 
covered rollers. Horn and cantle of saddle also covered with leather. 

The cinchas, open, three bars leathered over and under. 

Grey sweat blankets and heavy best felt numnahs. 

The saddle supplied with cantanas (wallets) plain, and with slings for Winchester 
carbines. No leather guard on stirrups. 

Leather throughout plain and of the best Californian skirting oiled. 


Pincher Creek Farm. 


Finding the results of our farming operations on Pincher Creek, thirty miles 
west of Fort Macleod, were unsuccessful, and the number of men required to 
carry on the operations so large, I considered it advisable to recommend the leasin 
of the farm to responsible persons, who would undertake the charge of all the Police 
brood mares and other horses which require to be sent out to the farm on account uf 
their health to run at large. I, therefore, acting on your authority, signed a lease 
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with the Stewart Ranch Company by which the far:n was transferred to them for 
one year. 

The terms of the lease were such as to protect the interests of the Police force, 
and the terms have so far been faithfully carried out, and the results obtained very 
satistactory. 

North-West Act. 


I consider it advisable that some change should be made in the North-West 
Territories Act in as far as it relate to the punishment of offenders convicted of liquor 
dealing or having it in their possession. 

At present, in case of non-payment of fines, or when sent to gaol for second 
offence, persons cannot be sentenced to hard labor while undergoing their imprison- 
ment. 

I would suggest that the North-West Territories Act be so amended as to leave 
it to the discretion of the Magistrate whether persons so convicted should undergo 
imprisonment with or without hard labor. 


Clothing and Kit. 


The new scale of clothing and kit entirely removes the possibility of any dis 
satisfaction, and amply provides for the wants of non-commissioned officers and 
men. ‘I am pleased to be able to report that the clothing and kits supplied during 
the last year are of good make and quality, with the exception of the breeches and 
long boots. As I have but very lately forwarded detailed reports containing sug- 
gestions as regards the changes which should be made in the future supply of these 
two articles, | need not in this Report deal further with the matter. 


Arms. 


You are aware that we are still obliged to retain in use at Regina and Battleford 
a number of Snider carbines. Thee carbines, owing to long and hard service, are 
fast becoming unserviceable, in addition to the arm itself being an obsolete one, and 
inferior to that which most of the Indians (al/ of those in the southern district) are 
armed. 

Two years ago [ alluded to certain defects existing in the first pattern of Win- 
chester carbine supplied to the force. In the new carbine, manafactured expressly 
for the force by the Winchester Arms Company, all the old defects have been 
obviated. I beg to recommend that the whole force be at once supplied with . Win- 
chester carbines of the same pattern (model 1876) as those purchased from the 
Winchester Arms Company. 

I would remind you that the carriages and limbers of the 7-pr. mountain guns 
are fast becoming unserviceable. 

I recommend that new ones be purchased of the pattern lately approved by the 
Imperial authorities. 

Gun detachments were told off and instructed in standing gun drill at Forts 
Walsh and Macleod. 

The last Quarterly Return will show the amount of ammunition and artillery 
stores on hand, which quantity I consider sufficient to meet our wants. 


Gaol. 


I have once more to call attention to the urgent necessity which exists for the 
immediate ereetion of a gaol at some central point in these ‘ferritories. The popu- 
lation is so rapidly increasing that our guard rooms are now utterly inadequate to 
meet the requirements in the shape of gaol accommodation which are demanded 
ofus. Already our guard rooms have been, and in most cases still are, much over- 
crowded. Imprisonment, for even a comparatively speaking short time, should be 
undergone in a proper gaol. I trust you may be able to give this matter your early 
and favorable consideration. 


Drill and Target Practice. 


Drill and instruction have been carried out in the various Divisions throughout 
the Force to as large an extent as possible. The demands on our time, which 
important police work entailed, as well as the labor we were called upon to perform 
in building, in some cases prevented the drill and instruction from being gone into 
as thoroughly as L should wish. All the recruits who arrived at Fort Walsh were 
drilled.and instructed in squad marching, in troop movements, and in arm drill. 
Riding school work has been kept up throughout the summer at headquarters, All 
the recruits were put through target practice; the scores made, taking into con- 
sideration the fact of the men being recruits, were very favorable. 


Recreation Rooms. 


It is impossible to overrate the good results which have accompanied the estab- 
lishment of comfortable recreation rooms. 

At present excellent ones have been provided at Forts Macleod and Walsh. One 
will be built at Caleary the coming year. 

-A building has been set apart for this purpose at Regina. 

These rooms are well supplied with papers and reading matter. 

At Fort Macleod a billiard table has been obtained, and one purchased for Cal- 
gary. 

This affords much amusement for the men, and prevents them from seeking 
recreation in the billiard saloons in the villages, where th: y come in contact with 
many men of questionable character, in avery undesirable manner. I think it would 
be advisable to supply all the rec: eation rooms with billiard tables. 

Of the many good effects which recreation rooms confer, an important one is 
the withdrawing of the men ficm their barrack-rooms during their leisure hours, 
thus relieving them ofa great deal of occupation, renewing the air and increasing 
their wholesomeness. 

This is especially the case in our old posts where the men are very much 
crowded into small rooms, with very little ventilation during the winter when all 
doors and windows must be kept closed. 

I consider that too much amusement during velaxation cannot be provided for 
the men in this country, where there is so little of any kind obtainable, in the winter 
especially. 

Amusement will be had, ani if not provided will be sought, and many evil 
effects will result. 

I intend to establish recreation rcoms at all other posts. 


Customs Collections. 


The following is a Return shewing amount of Customs duties collected by the 
North-West Mounted Police, during year 18%2 :— 


Forv-or Kort Walsh upto Sth Decem GCr iarercrecnchenensece . $15,135 46 
Port of Fort Macleod upto 30th October acs... csc. .bacecewes 35,525 76 
Poit of Wood Mountain up to 3lst December ................ 2,784 64 
Port of Qu Appelle up to 31st December ...... MOE ent eta ares . 1,076 50 

PE Ota Uietiocs emer geet RA ee . $52,522 36 


Value of articles imported, on which duty was collected 


Boricot, Morty W Gls va4cce sarac crane Men ae ahr catia toe cme SOOLOSG Ot 
Pout of org Macleod, . cc. cceue erate SP WEE ERA . 224,522 50 
Port of Wood Mountain............. DPE PPAR e em sds ail Dow! 00 


? 
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Tie Appendices attached herewith are as fol'ows :— 


“A.” Annual Report of Surgeon Jukes. 

cae Sedo do Assistant Surgeon Miller. 

oe edo do Assistant Surgeon Kennedy. 

“D.” Return of Criminal and other cases tried. 

“i.” Plan of Fort Calgary (not printed). 

“F.” Marked Map showing Police Posts and Outposts throughout the 
Territories (not printed). 


1 have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


A. G. IRVINE, 
Commissioner. 
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APPENDIX “A.” 


REPORT OF SURGEON JUKES. 


Fort Watsu, N.W.T., Nov. 29th, 1882. 


Lt.-Col. Irving, 
Commissioner North-West Mounted Police. 


Str,—In complying with your request communicated to me by Adjutant Cotton, 
on the 13th instant, in letter No. 884, of 1882, I have thought it advisable in view of 
my recent appointment to the Mounted Police Force, my late arrival in the North- 
West Territory and the migratory character of the duties which have necessarily 
been imposed upon me during the few months which have elapsed since my first ap- 
pearance upon the scene of my prospective duties, to sketch generally in this my 
first Annual Report, the nature of the services in which I have been occupied, the 
work I have personally accomplished at the posts I have so far visited, the condition 
of these stations at the present time and their requirements, with such suggestions 
for your consideration as have occurred to my mind in relation to these during the 
performance of the obligations with which I have been entrusted; entering into 
detail as regards the nature and amount of sickness treated at each post, only in so 
far as 1 have personally witnessed and superintended its management, leaving. to 
others who now are or who may have been present at them, during the remainder of 
the current year, and who have already been instructed to do so, to complete the 
neccessary annual reports as directed; the shortness of the notice given placing it 
beyond my power to obtain the necessary information in time to incorporate it into 
this Report. 

After six weeks, namely from the beginning of April to the 12th of May, during 
which period I was almost continuously engaged in examining recruits for supple- 
menting the number of the North West Mounted Police force to which I had recently 
been appointed Senior Surgeon. I left the new Fort Toronto, at the latter date, in 
medical charge of the newly formed detachment, 214 in number, under command of 
Superinteudent the late lim: nted Lieut.‘Col. Mackenzie, for Fort Walsh, North West 
Territory, via Sarnia, the Sault Ste. Marie, Duluth and the Northern Pacific Railway 
to Bismarck on the Missouri, from which point we ascended that river by a dreary 
voyage of thirteen days to the Coal Banks below Fort Benton, Montana Territory, 
and thence by bull-train across the intervening plains, a no less tedious journey of 
twelve days to our destination, where we arrived on the evening of June 12th, 
thirty-two days having been occupied in reaching this post. 

The voyage by steamer Ontario from Sarnia to Prince Arthur’s Landing was 
attended with much personal fatigue and anxiety, owing to the alarming illness of 
Superintendent Mackenzie, to whose bedside I was summoned early in the morning 
of the 13th of May, while traversing Lake Huron, andjwho, being unable to proceed 
further, I left reluctantly at his own request, in charge of some personal friends at 
that place on the afternoon of the 16th of May, full details of all which were submitted 
to Mr. White, at Ottawa, in my report of May 22nd, mailed at Fort Berthold on the 
Mixsouri river, a copy of which later on was placed in your hands at Fort Walsh. 
Of the melancholy termination of that illness, I only became aware by a telegram 
which awaited my arrival at the Coal Banks where we landed on the 30th of the 
same month. 

The voyage of thirteen days up the Missouri was no less trying than that which 
had preceded it. The Steamer Red Cloud on which we embarked at Bismarck, con- 
taining, in additlon to our own men, who still numbered 212, with three officers, not 
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less than 170 more in passengers and crew, the former of an indigent class of Miss- 
ourian emigrants en route to the mines, besides cattle, horses and sheep, making a 
total of 382 souls confined at all hours to the narrow, hampered space constituting 
the decks of a vessel one hundred and eighty feet long, by forty wide, the greater 
portion of which was occupicd by the engine, boiler and machinery, merchandise 
and live stock below, and above by saloons and cabins, leaving little space available 
for the use of the men. The weather during much of the passage was windy, wet 
and cold, and the men, greatly restricted for space to lie down in, were much exposed 
to the influences of the weather and malaria (in which latter the Missouri Valley 
abounds) more especially at night when crowded together on the bare and exposed 
decks. Under such circumstances, sickness among the men was to be expected, and 
these expectations were soon verified, much illness prevailing. I had several cases 
of remittent fever, three of diphtheria, one of measels, many of ordinary intermittent 
fever and parotitis, and almost universal diarrhcea, produced by drinking the Missouri 
water, so that my time was continually and anxiously occupied during the greater 
part of every 24 hours. Ono of the officers, Inspector Dowling, was among the fever 
patients for a few days, and for the time was very ill. Much disease prevailed also 
among the Missouri emigrants and crew, who crowded the fore part and lower waist 
of the vessel in the foul space between decks, among the cattle and sheep, and a 
steamer passed us on her way to Benton, when six days out, having small pox on 
board, which exposed us at every stopping place where she had touched before us, to 
increased danger, necessitating the vaccination of all those not previously protected. 

In the interest of the men more directly under my care, if not from mere mo- 
tives of humanity, [ was constrained to take charge ofall on board, who without 
distiuction were cared for daily, entailing an amont of labour, anxiety-and resposi- 
bility, which I can never forget, which seriously impaired my own health and strength 
and from the effects of which Iam hardly even now, entirely recovered, having 
enjoyed no interval of rest. 

We were overtaken on this voyage, by one other fatal casualty, occasioned by 
the falling overboard, at a dangerous aud rapid part of the river, of one of the 
recruits named Wah!, whose body we were unable to recover. 

Several of the force being still seriously ill, on reaching the Coal-Ranks, one 
of the bull waggons was converted into a hospital van, for their accomodation, and 
all were fortunately brought safely through to Fort Walsh, where some of them 
remained in hospital for weeks afterwards, but happily without fatal results. 

On the 13th of May, the day after my arrival at Fort Walsh, I entered 
upon the active duties of surgeon, at that post, taking charge 
of the hospital and prescribing daily for sick Indians, large numbers of whom 
were at that time encamped in the immediate neighbourhood of the Fort. Here I 
re nained one month, namely until the 12th of July, on which day I was directed to 
proceed to Fort McLeod in medical charge of 103 men and two officers destined to 
reinforce that Post and Fort Calgarry. A tabulate statement showing the diseases 
and injuries treated by me at the hospital at Fort Walsh for the period referred to 
will be found in Appendix (1) accompanying this report. 

On the 24th of July afier thirteen days of weary travel in company with a bull 
train, the detachment arrived at Fort McLeod and encamped outside the walls. No 
Assistant Surgeon was stationed at this post, then garrisoned by 66 non commission- 
ed officers and men, which number was shortly afierwards increased to 15 non-com- 
missioned officers and men. The need of one was seriously felt, as, notwithstanding 
the natural salubrity of the climate, the number of sick was considerable, their ail- 
ments being attributable partly to the crowded, close and unwholsome quarters con- 
stituting the barracks and sleeping apartments to which they were confined, full 
partici lars of which are given in my Report on the condition of that post under 
date of August 3rd, 1882, to which I have the honour to refer you, and ina still 
greater degrec to the late rapid and alarming spread of venereal di-eases, more 
especially syphilis of a malignant type which prevails at this post toa frightful ‘Ox- 
tent among the Indians who visit it in great numbers from the neighbouring 


“ Blood” and “ Piegan ” Reservations. It is not agreeable to have to speak so strongly 
on this important subject, but a knowledge of the truth, which it would be difficult to 
exaggerate, may lead to the adoption of measures tending to modify the evil, and 
certainly should render the appointment of an Assistant Surgeon to that post at the 
earliest moment imperative. 

Owing in a great measure to the causes above referred to, my work at this sta- 
tion, both with the force and the Indians, was exceptionally severe, rendering con- 
tinual attendance in the unwholesome hut which serves for a hospital and dispensing 
room necessary for seven or eight, and often more, hours every day. 

On the 31st of August 32 cases of medical stores for the Mounted Police Force 
in this territory, aggregating twenty-five cwt., arrived at McLeod from Fort Benton, 
for division and distribution (the remaining seven cases of the original consignment 
having been sent direct to Assistant Surgeon Kennedy, at Fort Walsh), entailing the 
duty of inspecting,dividing, re-packing and distributing them in quantities proportion- 
ed to the requirments of each of the three posts of Walsh, McLecd and Calgarry. I 
entered upon this duty with the assistance of my servant only on the fourth of 
September, weighing, dividing and re-packing every separate package, giving to Fort 
Walsh the due proportion for 125 men and officers, to McLeod for 94-men and officers 
and to Calgarry for 60. This service by working late at night, was completed on the 
10th of September, and a separate schedule of the medicines contained in each case 
repack d was prepared to accompany them, Superintendent Crozier, commanding at 
Fort McLeod, being at the same time notified that they were ready and awaiting 
transportation to their several destinations which they reached shortly afterwards, 
those for Fort Walsh being despatched on the 24th and those for Calgarry on the 26th 
of the same,month, which was as soon as transport could be provided. At the same 
time [I forwarded to headquarters a list of articles entered in the original invoice 
which had been furnished in less quantities than charged for or which had been 
omitted altoyether. 

On September 15tb, having been directel to go on to Calgarry and make 
arrangements for the erection of a suitable hospital, there I proceeded thither, reach- 
ing that station on the 17th; and having, in conjunction with Superintendent Mc!lree, 
commanding that post, selected a suitable site for the building, I prepared the draw- 
ings and requisite working plans of the ground floor and front and end elevations of 
a hosjital, 50 x 25 feet, with a height to the ceiling of nine feet, suitable provision 
being made for ventilation, and contoining ample room for seven beds, the propor- 
tion necessary for a garrison of seventy men; a dispensing room properly arranged 
with +helves and counters, and an operating room which might be used also for the 
rece} tion and examination of the men at sick parade, without admitting them into 
the body of the hospital; addins two semi-detached wings, 15x 12 feet each, of the 
same height, for the respective uses of the hospital Sergeant and hospital Orderly 
( Vide my Report of Sept. 24th, 1882). These plans were left with Superintendent 
MclIlree to be submitted to you for your app: oval. 

The health of the force stationed at this post was excellent. I heard of little 
sickness among them The new barracks in course of erection are airy, roomy, well 
lighted an: ventilated, and will, when completed, be superior to any 1 have yet seen 
in this Territory. With ordinary care and a right observance of bygienic laws, Cal- 
garry ought to contnue one of the heal hiest posts in the North-West. 

Having completed my work at Culyarry, I began my return journey to McLeod 
on the 20th of September, arriving at that post on the evening of the 22nd. Here I 
resumed the :egular medical « uties at the Fort and continued so to discharge them 
until October \vth, when J left McLeod in your company to return to headquarters, 
where we arrived on the 15th. I regret much the short time allowed me for the 
ced ae cf this report, which Iam directed to close not later than the 30th of 

ovember, which renders it impossible for me to obtain from McLeod the nece-sary 
materials to furnish a detailed statement of the diseases tr ated by meat that station, 
embracing a period of eleven wicks and two days. I have requested Assistant- 
Surgeon Kennedy, who has just proceeded to Calgarry, and who expects to visit Mc- 
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Leod, to send me copies of the records theie. Should they reach me before the re- 
port is transmitted to Ottawa, I will prepare atabulated statement of them, which 
will accompany it as appendix B. (Statement not received.) These three stations, 
namely, Fort Walsh, Fort McLoed and Fort Calgarry, constitute all which during the 
present season I have had the opportunity of visiting and inspecting. 

On the morning of the second day after my arrival at Head Quarters, I again 
entered upon the medical duties of the post. At this time all the beds in both wards 
of the hospital, eight in number, were fully occupied; six of these were cases of 
typho-malarial fever, one was a civilian, and one man, Constable Regan, for whom there 
was no vacancy in the hospital proper, having been provided for in an unused room 
within the Fort, a serious outbreak of typho-malarial fever having occurred about 
four weeks previously. Of these nine men, three, namely, Constables Regan, Johnson, 
and Tonkin, were in extreme danger; one of them, Constable Tonkin, I regret to 
say, died a fortnight later, in the seventh week of his illness, though every available 
means at my disposal, aided by most watchful and considerate nursing both night 
and day, were maintained to the last by Acting Orderly Constable Allan, to whom I 
am under great obligations for untiring services of a very difficult nature performed 
during this trying period. Of the remaining men at that time in hospital, some of 
whom had not then reached the crisis of the disease, all are now convalescing, one 
only, wko has been nine weeks confined to bed, being still too weak to leave it, 
though improving daily. The new cases admitted have also done well»and by the 
30th instant I hope once more to show a clean bill of health. Appendix (2) shows 
the number of sick treated by me, from October 16 to this date, at Fort Walsh. 

There is only one condition springing from a double source, in the presence of 
which typho-malarial fever can originate and prevail, and to these causes alone and 
to no other has been due the prevalence of this protracted and too often fatal affection 
as it has lately existed at Fort Walsh. One of these sources is malaria, the other is 
animal effluvia, that is, effluvia evolved from decaying animal matter, either as dead 
animal bodies, animal excretions, or the refuse of animal food passing into a condi- 
tion of putrescence. The first of these abounds at certain seasons of the year in all 
the river bottoms of the North-West Territory, so far as my personal knowledge and 
enquiries extend, and these are the positions which have hitherto been uniformly 
selected as sites for the forts and posts of the North-West Mounted Police. The 
second is generated everywhere under favorable atmospheric conditions, where con- 
siderable bodies of men are congregated or confined for any length of time to one 
place, and were cleanliness and an intelligent observance of sanitary rules are not 
rigidly enforced. By the entrance of this last into human bodies already saturated 
with malaria, either by breathing air, or drinking water impregnated with the pro- 
ducts of putrefaction, a mixed idiopathic fever is generated, which depresses the 
powers of life, corrupts the blood, and gives birth to a complex disorder, in which 
the combined actions of paludal and pythogenetic influences unite in the production 
of a so called typho-malarial fever, varying in typo as one or the other sources pre- 
dominates, always dangerous and protracted, and too often, especially in youth and 
adolescence, of a very fatal character. 

Both these sources of disease were, on my arrival, in active operation at Fort 
Walsh, though within the last month something has been done to amend at least one 
of them with appreciable results. As this Fort and McLeod will probably be shortly 
dismantled, the facts here brought to your notice, which are unquestionable, ought to 
influence the selection of new sites, more especially that for headquarters, and lead, 
from their very inception, to a rigid enforcement of sanitary regulations. ‘The 
health of the Force in this Territory ought to be exceptionally good, the climate, as 
a rule, being highly salubrious, but the length of the sick reports indicates much 
general indisposition and more actual disease than is at first apparent, the greater 
part of which is of a purely preventible nature. ; 

I propose now to offer a few suggestions and, first, with reference to the enlistment 
of recruits, 
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The examination papers furnished to me, when in April and May last I was 
examining applicants for admission to the force, in Toronto, left me no power to 
reject men, otherwise eligible, between the ages of eighteen and forty. This rule 
applies well to the regular service, where men enlist for longer periods, and where 
the duties ordinarily required are far less severe; but for short periods of service, 
say five years, attended with much exposure and demanding considerable powers of 
endurance, the age of eighteen is too young, for the following reasons :— 

Between the ages ot 18 and 23, which embraces the time for which men ordinarily 
enlist in the Force, the growth and development of the body (in men) is still incom- 
plete, and until these are perfected the time of full vigor has not yetarrived. During 
this interval the passions, both exciting and depressing ones, are strong, and the 
activity of both miad and body great, involving a proportionate waste of tissue, while 
the reproductive or recreative functions of digestion and assimilation, being over- 
taxed by the double necessity imposed upon them of providing at the same time for 
the natural growth and increase of the Kea y, yet incomplete, and the reparation of 
tissue wasted in application, sport or folly, become more or less depreciated and 
impaired, the vital powers are depressed, the susceptibility to take on 
disease is greatly increased, and the ability to resist, or rally from _ it, 
proportionately diminished; and this holds specially true in relation to 
fevers of a typhoid type, to which men, and expecially young men, more or 
less crowdéd together in narrow, ill-ventilated barracks, such as are too common 
in our Forts and Stations, are peculiarly obnoxious, fifty-two per cent. of all cases 
of this type of fever occurring between these ages, during which also the greatest 
proportional mortality attends it. But it applies hardly less forcibly to all forms of 
disease transmitted by descent, and where such hereditary predisposition exists 
(which cannot always be discovered in a mere physical examination), this period, 
namely, from 18 to 23 is beyond all others the one, when apparently trifling causes 
wili !ead to their development. A better limit as to age for admission to this service 
would be from 23 to 40, by adopting which as the regulation the efficiency of the 
force would be increased, the sick reports materially diminished and the number of 
men annually requiring to be invalided reduced to a minimum. A certificate of 
birth or baptism ought in all doubtful cases to be required. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


AUGUSTUS JUKES, 
Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX 1. 
DisEasEs Treated at Fort Walsh, from 13th June to the 10th July, 1882. 
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DJIQITD OA cares <5 orascusscocecenes casereesceece 4 24 WOOLY ZA srcoscssssstccoreesaccieceacuiernscers 1 1 
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AES ene ao We gee wy 4 | 
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* All cases so marked appeared on sick lists only once, and returned to duty under regular treat- 
ment for days and weeks afterwards, but being on duty appear only once on sick Report. 


Events of importance in the history of the Post :— 
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Invalided on 17th of June. Disease. Remarks. 
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Constable Hughes................| Chronic Cystites.......-. reese |) These four men had been kept at Fort 
do Laughman | apacscnonne Rheumatism ......6. sessessecereees | Walsh for some time, awaiting my ar- 
do Carruthers .......... Chronic Ophthalmia .. rity steal da invalid sbem. 
do COlPOTA. . eccesevecceee Epididymites .........cccceeseeseeee J 


Accident on the 26th of June—Constable Murray accidentally shot while en 
route to Old Wives Lake, on escort duty. 
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APPENDIX 2. 
DisEases Treated at Fort Walsh, from 19th October to 1st December, 1882. 
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* Cases so marked appeared on sick list only once, and were returned to duty under treatment. 


The number of men at Fort Walsh, during the above period, was about two-fifths 
of the number present in June. 

About an equal number of cases ot typho-malarial fever occurred in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the Fort outside. One of whom—the wife of Sergeant-Major 
Abbott—is only now convalesing after nine weeks of fever. Two others—civilians— 
were treated in hospital. 


AUGUSTUS JUKES, 
Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX B. 


REPORT OF SURGEON MILLER, 
Reaina, NortH-WeEsr Territory, 8th January, 1883. 


Siz,—I have the honor to inform you that the general health of the men at 
Battleford and Fort Saskatchewan has been excellent during the past year. Only on 
one or two occasions was it necessary to put any one of them off duty for more than 
aday or two. The exceptions were cases of acute rheumatism and fracture of the 
fore-arm. 

It was necessary to recommend Inspector Antrobus for sick leave. Constable 
Sykes I was obliged to invalid on account of phthisis. 

In September last I went on leave, but while absent heard that the general 
health continued good. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Very respeetfully yours, 


ROBERT MILLER, M.D., C.M., 
Assistant Surgeon N. W. M. P. 
Lieut.-Col. Irving, 
Commissioner N. W. M. P., Regina. 


Forwarded, A. G. Irving, 
Commissioner. 
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APPENDIX C. 
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REPORT OF SURVEYOR KENNEDY. 


Fort McL«£op, 
4th Dec., 1882, 


Srr,—I have the honor to present you with the following medical Report for the 
year 1882. 


Fort WALSH. 


I2was stationed at this post up to the 14th of June, when I was relieved by Dr- 
Jukes, I again took over the hospital from him on July 10th, and finally relin- 
quished it to Dr. Jukes on the 15th of October. 

The medical history of the post for the time during which I was in charge, or, 
roughly speaking, up to the middle of October, does not present many features for 
congratulation. A very large number of cases were treated, and many of them were 
of a most serious nature. I regret that, owing to my not having a copy of the 
records, I am unable to give a detailed statement, but this will probably be done by 
Dr. Jukes. I have notes, however, of thirty-eight (88) cases of malarial fever occur- 
ing up to October 15th. I believe thatthe highest number of cases reached in any 
former year was seventeen (17), so that it will be seen that there was a remarkably 
large increase. And not only were the cases numerically increased, but the charac- 
ter of the fever was also considerably severer than in former years. And in acertain 
percentage of the patients—and that not a very small one—unmistakable typhoid 
symptoms were developed. This, taken by itself, would argue deficient sanitation, 
but does not necessarily do so in this case. Every sanitary precaution that could 
be taken—short of pulling down most of the  fort,—was _ taken. 
Malarial fever is endemic in Fort Walsh, as has been frequently 
pointed out in former reports. The typhoid symptoms occurring this 
year, and rendering the fever so much more serious, I regard as due to the 
character of the buildings, the deficient drainage and indifferent ventilation. The 
old log buildings were long ago reported on as unfit for habitation, and for a time 
were very little used, until the increase in the Force last summer made it necessary 
that they should be called into requisition again. And in regard to drainage and 
ventilation, although both are improved, it is not difficult to see that they could not 
be very efficient in these rudely constructed huts, with mud roofs and floors laid on 
the earth. Other auxiliary causes might be indicated, but it is unnecessary to 
pu the subject further, as | understand it is the intention to abandon Fort 

alsh during the coming year, and provide good, substantial quarters, built on a 
more modern system. Should this be done, it is to be confidently expected that the 
cases of fever traceable to preventible causes will be in the future very few and far 
between. 

The number of men discharged by me as invalids this year was only four (4) as 
compared with fourteen (14) in 1881. Four others were afterwards sent from Mc- 
Leod and discharged on the certificates of Dr. Juke:. 

Up to the middle of October there was one death, that of Constable Johnston, 
accidentally shot on the 23rd of May. Although on the spot within a minute or 80 of 
the occurrence, I was unable to do anything for him, the ball having passed through 
the apex of the heart and death being almost instantaneous. 

The only other case I need mention is that of Constable Murray. On June 
26th, information was received that this man had been accidentally shot in the side 
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while escorting Indians to Qu’Appelle. Receiving your instractions to that effect, 1 
lost no time in hastening to the camp, some forty miles distant. On arrival, I found 
the patie::t in a very low state, the shock having been ex.reme. The wound was 
situated just above the middle of the crest of the Jlewme and the ball had taken a 
direction uj,wards, inwards and forwards. This, with the extreme +hock, at first led 
me to be ieve the wound to be a penetrating one, an impression which afterwards 
fortunately turned out to be erroneous. The next day, the 27th. I placed Murray in 
the ambulance and, by slow and careful driving, succeeded in getting him safely into 
the hos)ital at Walsh. Here he was attended at first by Dr. Jukes uni myself, then 
by Dr. Jukes and afterwards by myself alone, and after « most serious and dangerous 
illness mzede a good recovery. 


Indians at Fort Walsh. 


About the usual amount of sickness occurred amongst the Indians, the number 
of cases treated as in former years, being very large during January and February, 
while rumors of small-pox in Montana were rife, and there was considerable danger 
of it becoming disseminated among our Indians. I made two trips to cumps at a dis- 
tance, one to the “ Foot of the Mountain” and the other to the “ Big Lake.” In 
these two trips, I vaccinated some two or three hundred children, above seventy 
(70) per cent of the vaccinations taking. The Indian monthly returns being all 
at Fort Walsh, Iam unable to give further information regarding the diseases 
treated and the number of cases. 


Fort Calgarry. 


On the 1th of November, in compliance with your instructions, I left Fort 
Walsh to assume medical charge of the western division, including Forts Calgarry and 
McLeod. Proceeding by way of “‘ Medicine Hat,” I reached Calgarry on the 23rd, 
after a journey of eight days. 

Fort Calgarry is at present in process of reconstruction, most of the old buildings 
having been torn down to make way for the new. At present there are finishei, or 
about finished, two barrack-rooms, hospital, guard-room, and one officers’ quarters. 
The buildings are good substantia! ones, neat and well suited for the requirements to 
which they will be put. The ventilation will be good, and if they are not over- 
crowded they ought never to form a cause of. unhealthiness among the men. The 
sick report at present is very small, the general health being excellent. Staff-Ser- 
geant De Veberis in medical charge. 

The for itself is beautifully situated on a slight eminence near the confluence of 
the Bow and Elbow Rivers, and between the two. The fall to both rivers is consid- 
erable, aud the natural facilities for drainage, therefore, are unexcelled. The hospi- 
tal is situated about a hundred yards outside of the fort proper, at the south-west 
angle, and occupies another slight eminence. Taken altogether, if the plans which 
have been submitted to me are carried out, Calgarry will be the best situated, best 
built, healthiest and most attractive post in the north-west. 


Fort MACLEOD. 


Leaving Calgarry on the 30th November, I arrived at Fort McLeod on the Ist 
of December. A great improvement is discernible in the post since 1881. An 
additional barrack room has been built, and une of the old ones turned into a first-class 
recreation room. This latter is a two-fold boon, inasmuch as it not only gives the 
men a place in which to spend their evenings in harmless enjoyment, but by draw- 
ing them from the rooms in which they sleep it relieves these of a great deal of 
occupation between “Retreat” and “ Lights Out,” and thus makes them more 
healthy. Ihe men here are comfortable and well looked after, and considering the 
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natural salubrity of the climate, they should be almost entirely free from disease. 
The sick report at present, however, is very large, most of the cases being conse- 
quent on the imprudence of the men themselves. The hospital accommodation is 
very poor, but as I understand that a new post is to be built during the coming 


year it is unnecessary to make any further remarks on the subject. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
GEORGE A, KENNEDY, 
Assistant Surgeon. 


a 


Porwarded 
A. G. Irving, 


Commissioner, 
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To His Excellency the Most Honourable the Marquis of Lansdowne, Governor 
General of Canada, &c., &e. 


May 17 PLEASE YouR EXcELLENCY, 


The undersigned has the honour to lay before Your Excellency the Annual 
Report of the Commissioner of the North-West Mounted Police Force. 
Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN A. MACDONALD, 
Snperintendent General of Indian Affairs. 
Orrawa, Ist February, 1884, 
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THE OrFrice oF THE CoMMISSIONER, 
Nogta-West Mountep Po.iceg, 
Reatna, N.W.T., 1st January, 1284. 


Siz,—I have the honour to submit herewith my Annual Report for the year 
ending 3lst December, 1883. 

In January last I acknowladged the receipt of your letter of the 28th Dezember, 
1882, with which you enclosed, for my information and guidance, copies of corres- 
ponder ce from Washington, U.S., relating to the notice given by the United States 
Government of possible collision between their troops and bands of Indians in the 
Milk River country. Such collision was feared from the fact of representations 
having been made to the United States Government to the effect that the portion of 
the country above alluded to was overrun by half-breeds, Crees, hostile Sioux and 
armed Yanktons, as well as the presence of white hunters in their midst. Had the 
intervention of the United States troops been considered necessary, it was then 
assumed that such collision might take place in the vicinity of the Canadian frontier. 
You therefore directed me to notify the officer commanding our post at Wood Moun. 
tain, in order to place him on his guard in case of such contingaocy arising. 

I therefore promptly gave instructions to the officers commanding our posts at 
Wood Mountain and Fort Walsh, forwarding them copies of the correspon- 
dence from Washington, and directing that, should there ba any foundation for the 
repor's which had reached the United States Government, I was to be advised 
thereof. 

Happily, the fears entertained by that Government were not realized. On the 27th 
of January last I forwarded you a report on the subject from Inspector Macdonell, 
the offiver commanding our post at Wood M»unotain, which report it is nesdlss here 
to recap'‘tulate, further than to add, he was not of opinion that any of our hal“breeds 
and Indians were at that time south of the International Boundary Liae, nor did he 
consider it probable that any collision would take place, notwithstanding the fact 
that he was aware of the evil influences created among the American Indians by the 
presence, in the American reservation, of a large number of white hunters, de-cribed 
as being a lawless set, principally composed of professional horse-thieves and out- 
laws The statements and surmises, as set furth in Inspector Macdonell’s report, 
eventually proved themselves to be sound ones. : 

During the past winter everything was quict in and about the headquarter dis- 
trict. The Indians on the various reserves east of Regina gave no trouble. During 
these winter months, the principal du y that devo:ved upon that portion of the 
division stationed at headquarters was the suppression of liquor traffic; men being 
stationed at suitable points along the railway, eastward and westward of Regina, with 
& view of accomplishing this object. This, in itse'f, sufficiently taxed our resources, 
as the strength of the Division at headquarters was not great, owing to the lack of 
barrack and stable accommodation that then existed, a large portion of the division 
wintering in our old post at Fort Qu’Appelle. This detachment was wichdrawn to 
headquarters on further buildings being erected, which supplied the necessary 
accommodation. . 

A large number of Indians spent last winter in the vicinity of the Cypress Hills ; 
their conduct, on the whole, was fairly good, thouzh requiring constant po'ice surveil- 
lance from the division then stationed at Fort Walsh. 

Tra :k-laying on the Canadian Pacific Railroad ceased in the month of J anuary, 
at a point some 12 or 13 miles eastward of the station now knowa as Maple Oreek. 
Several parties of workmen employed by the railway company wintered’ in the 
Cypress Hills, cutting and getting out timber. These men, ignorant of Indian 
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habits, were on different occasions needlessly alarmed by rumours that reached them 
of the hostile intentions of the Indians in the vicinity. On one occasion, a timid 
attempt was made by a few Indians to stop their work; such attempt at intimida- 
tion was prompted on the part of the Indians by a desire to procure presents of food 
from the contractors. On representation being made to the officer commanding at 
Fort Walsh, prompt and effectual steps were taken to secure quietude and prevent any 
similar occurrence. On this subject Superintendent Shurtliffe reports to me as 
follows :— 

“On the 7th inst, Mr. La France, a railway contractor, who was cutting ties in 
the neighbourhood of Maple Creek, came to me and complained that a body of Indians, 
under ‘ Front-man,’ had visited his camp and forbidden them tocut any more timber, 
saying that it was the property of the Indians, and that they had also demanded 
provisions from them. 

Mr, La France and his men being thoroughly frightened, at once left the bash 
and repaired to the police outpost at Maple Creek and claimed protection. 

On hearing Mr. La Frai.ce’s complaint, I sent for “ Front-man,” and explained that 
it was a very serious matter to interfere with any men working in connection with 
the railway, and convinced him that it would not be well for him or any other Indian 
to do anything having a tendency to obstruct tho progress of the road. 

On being assured that he would have no further trouble, Mr. La France resamed 
work.” 

In January last a serious case of cattle killing occurred in the Fort McLeod dis- 
trict, the first information of which was received by Sergt. Ashe, in charge of the de- 
tachment at St. Mary’sa Crossing. This information was received from a Blood 
Indian, and was to the effect, that a party of Stony Indians were killing cattle in the 
dry forks of the Kootenai River. 

Sergt. Ashe, accompanied by Corporal Derenzie, followed the trail made by the 
Stony Indians. Upon reaching their camp—whicb was a large one—Sergt. Ashe 
discovered that the information received was correct, he and Corporal Derenzie then 
proceeded to Pincher Creek for assistance, which they procured, then returned and 
arrested ten Indians. These Indians were brought before Superintendent Crozier. 
The two men implicated in killing the cattle were duly committed for trial, the 
others being released for want of evidence. The manner in which the arrest was 
made by the non-commissioned officers in question, has been most favourably reported 
on by the officer commanding their division. 

During the month of April, work was resumed on the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way, and large numbers of men and horses were pushed forward to the end of the 
track by that Company. With thie began what may be termed the commencement of 
our season’s work. Order had to be maintained among the railway navvies, and every 
effort used for the prevention of whiskey smuggling. As the track-laying proceeded 
westward towards Medicine Hat, I found it necessary to place a strong detachment 
at that point. This detachment rendered excellent service. Owing to the heavy 
nature of the engineering work, through the Seven Persons Coulée to Medicine Hat, 
this latter place was fora considerable time considered as a terminus, where large bodies 
of men were collected, and where a settlement at once grew up. This being the case 
the services of eur detachment were in constant demand in the suppression of liquor 
traffic, the prevention of horse stealing, quelling small strikes, and generally main- 
taining order. 

During the summer I found it expedient to considerably increase the strength 
of the division at Maple Creek. As [ informed you in my letter on the 21st of June 
last, I transferred from head quarters to that Division twenty-seven men. I did 
this while at Maple Creek, in compliance with an urgent request from the Assistant 
Indian Commasiioner, to the effect that a greater numberof men might be stationed 
there. At the time mentioned, a large Indian camp was located there. The Indians 
comprising this camp, the Assistant Indian Commissioner considered, in a very 
unsettled state, in addition to which there was also a party of some 130 
strikers, previously employed by the Canadian Pacific Railway Company 
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These strikers created, what at one time threatened to be a serious disturbance, Their 
leader struck the foreman of the railway construction gang, for which assault, he 
was arrested and sentenced to seven days’ imprisonment; this arrest and other 
determined steps taken by us, had the effect of restcring quietude. As you are 
aware, the strength of the division at Maple Creek was afterwards, when circum- 
stances permitted, reduced by which reduction I was enabled to fill vacancies 
existit.g in the divisions at Fort McLeod and Calgary, as well as at Battleford. 

As the grading and track-laying of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company pro- 
ceeded from Medicine Hat onward towards Calgary, detachments of police from the 
latter place were established along the located railway line, travelling with the 
graders and track-layers as they went westward. 

West of Calgary, it was afterwards found necessary to establish a detachment 
near the Stony Reserve, which is situated on the opposite side of Bow River, from 
Morleyville. As the grading went well into the mountains, still another detachment 
was found to be required, This detachment was placed at a point known as Padmore, 
18 miles west of Morleyville. In the meanwhile, the necessity for further maintain- 
ing the detachment at the Stony Reserve disappeared, the non-commissioned 
officers and men comprising it being stationed west of Padmore, at Big Park in the 
Rocky Mountains, ata later date, moving still further west to Hillsdale, a place but 
28 miles from the summit. 

Quarters and stables were erected by our own men at Padmore and Hillsdale 
where detachments still are, and where [ think it will be necessary to retain them 
during the coming winter. 

Constant patrolling was kept up along the railway lino, with a view of prevent- 
ing prairie and forest fires, The benefit of the service performed by these patrols 
cannot be over-estimated. It is to be regretted that greater care was not exercised 
by contractors in the matter of preventing fires from spreading. There is no doubt 
that in the mountains much valuable timber has been destroyed. Innumerable fires 
were put out by our men, and a large number of arrests made. In the majority of 
cases, however, it was imporsible to secure conviction from lack of evidence forth- 
coming, 

The presence of the strong force of police stationed at Calgary, was the means 
of quelling what, at times, appeared to be serious disturbances, brought about by 
strikes on the part of dissatistied workmen on railway construction, As the grading 
approached Calgary, the officer commanding that post had numerous complaints 
lodged before him by men working: the line, on the ground of non-payment of wages, 
Oa this subject, Superintendent Mclliree reports to me as follows :— 

“Tn nearly all cases they were working for small sub-contractors. For some 
weeks we were literally beseiged with applicants for non-payment of wages. A good 
many of these cases were decided in court under the Masters’ and Servants’ Act, but 
by far the greater number were settled by sending a man to the contractor’s camp, 
getting a statement of the claimant’s account, and demanding the balance due him, 
which was generally at once given to save costs of court. This entailed a great lot 
of work, as summonses had to be issued in case the contractor would not pay what 
was due, and | often had to send long distances, and some days would have to send 
out many different parties. The detachment stationed along the line did good work 
in this respect ulso, as they were able to settle little questions of wages and other 
things without the parties having to come to the post.” 

On the 26:h of June last, a telegram was received here to tho effect that a mur- 
der had been committed at Qu’Appelle. A party of police under Superintendent 
Herchmer, at once proceeded to that place to make investigations. It was ascertained 
that the body of a respectable settler, named Joho McCarthy, had been found in the 
vicinity of the shanty he had occupied. ; 

Abundant evidence was forthcoming to prove that a murder had been committed. 
McCarthy was reputed to have had a considerable sum of money in his possession, 
to obtain which was no doubt the object of the murderers. I afterwards proceeded 
myself to the scene of the crime, and held an investiga ion. The evidence adduced 
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thereat, together with other facts afterwards brought to light, led to the arrest of two 
half-breeds named John and George Stephenson. The preliminary investigation of 
the charges brought against these men was held by myself. I committed them for 
trial, which trial took place before Stipendiary Magistrate Richardson, at Regina, on 
the 3rd of October last, both half-breeds being found guilty of murder, and sentenced 
to death, which sentence has, as yet, not been carried into effect. The prisoners are 
now incarcerated in the guard-room here. 

With regard to the police duty performed in the Fort McLeod District, the 
following is taken from a report I am in receipt of from Superintendent Crozier :— 

“ During the past year I have had outposts at the following points, viz :—The 
Crow’s Nest Pass, Rocky Mountains, Pincher Creek, Dry Forks of the K otenay 
River, Kootenay Pass, Stand Off, Junction of the K »otenay and Belly R:vers, Leaving s 
of St. Marys, Fort Shaw Road, Whoop-Up, Coal Banks, Junction of St. Mary’s and 
Belly River, and the Piegan Reserve. I have withdrawn the detachments for 
the winter from Whoop-Up, Coal Banks, the Crow’s Nest Pass, and Kootenay Pass. 

These detachments will, however, have to be re-established in the spring. 

The strength of each outpost at this date is as follows :— 

Stand-Off, one non-commissioned officer, three men. 

St. Mary’s, one non-commissioned officer, two men. 

Kootenay, one non-commissicned officer, threo men. 

Pincher Creek, one non-commissio ed officer, four mea, 

Piegan Reserve, two men, 

‘These outposts have answered all the purposes fur which they were estab- 
lished, notably the prevention of cattle killing, horse stealing and smuggling. 
believe I am safe in saying that in all cases of cattle killing the offenders have been 
brought to justice. The pre-ence of these detachments scattered over the country, 
and the constant patroling, have had undoubtedly a most salutary effect in prevent- 
ing not only the offences above enumerated, but crime generally, and at the same 
time afforded settlers and ranchmen a sense of sccurity for both lite and property, 
which could not otherwise have been felt. 

“During the past summer and autumn the country was infested by horse thieves, 
but I um glad to be able to report that they were rarely successful in carrying out 
their thieving designs. 

“In several cases suspected horse thieves were followed and watched by the 
police for weeks, and finally escorted across the line, having succeeded in their un- 
dertakings only to the extent of causing considerable anxiety and trouble to both 
settlers and police. 

“The record hereto attached will show the number of criminal cases brought 
before the Stipendiary Magistrate and myself, though it by no means gives an idea 
of the work performed by the police, because the constant vigilance and presence of 
men in all sections has, to a great extent, prevented crime.” 

During the past month a very serious strike occurred on the Canadian Pacific 
Railway line, the engineers and firemen refusing to sign such articles of agreoment 
as were proposed and submitted to them by the railway authorities ; these workmen 
making demands for increased rate of pay, which, being refused by the Company, 
led to the cessation of work by engineers and firemen all along the line. It at once 
became apparent that the feeling between the Company and their employees was 4 
bitter one This being the case, and the Company further finding thatin addition to 
its being deprived of skilled mechanical labour, and also that secret and criminal 
attempts were being made to destroy most valuable property, our services were 
called into demand. 


Fairy following is a telegram I received from Mr. J. Murray, Divisional Superin- 
tendeat: — 


“ Mooss Jaw, 15th December, 1883. 
“Cou, IRVINE,— 
‘¢ Please furnish me with detachment of police to come to Moose Jaw to protect 
property hore and see that trains carrying mails, passengers, &., are not interfered 
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with. Expect to be in Regina about 3 or 4 p.m. with engine and car to bring them 


over. 
“J. MURRAY.” 


On receipt of this telegram I had a detachment of police, consisting of two 
officers and thirty-five men, placed under orders to proceed to Moose Jaw. 

On the evening of the 15th December,Mr. Murray reached Regina with an engine 
and car, and the detachment proceeded forthwith to Moose Jaw, which is the end of 
a division, and 40 miles west of this place. 

On arrival at Moose Jaw, Superintendent Herchmer, commanding the detach- 
ment plased a guard on the railway round house at that place. From the assistance 
rendered by our men the railway company was enabled to make up a train, which 
left for the east on the following morning with passengers and mails. By this train 
Superintendent Herchmer, with nineteen men, proceeded to Broadview, the eastern 
ecd of the same railway division. 

Inspector Deane, with sixteen men remained at Moose Jaw. 

With regard to the protection and assistance at Broadview, Superintendent 
Herchmer reports to me as follows: ‘“ On arrival there, I took charge of all the railway 
property. There was a good deal of excitement among the strikers, and I have no 
hesitation in saying that ifit had not been for our men there would have been serious 
trouble. I remained at Broadview until the 20th, when I returned here with nine 
constables, leaving Sergeant Martin and nine constables to guard Broadview. Besides 
guarding the round house, every engine which left the yard was guarded.” 

The fcllowing is an extract from a report I am in receipt of from Inspector 
Deane, with regard to the work he and his detachment were called upon to perform 
at M.ose Jaw :— 

‘‘T have the honour to report as follows :-— 

“On arrival here on the 15th instant, a guard of one non-commissioned officer 
and three constables was posted in the round house to protect the engines from being 
tampered with. 

“ At 8 a.m., nex‘ day, as an engine was being moved tohaul the east bound train, 
it was found that the valve yoke on the near side was missing, and it was said that 
this had been abstracted during the night. 

“T noticed that a great number of irresponsible and apparently unnecessary 
employees were in and about the house, and having obtained the sanction of Mr. 
Murray, with the concurrence of Mr. Fenton, his deputy, I issued orders in writing to 
the acting non-commissioned officer c)mmanding the guard, to fasten from within all 
means of ingress and egress, and to allow none but the foreman and two day and two 
night watchmen to enter the building. I then informed the foreman that he was to 
examine the engines thoroughly, report any deficiencies and consider himself respon- 
sible for their condition thenceforward. 

“Tn addition to the guard,I posted a picquet to patrol the whole premises by day 
and night, communicating with the guard at least once in every hour. 

i ae a result, the epgines were uninjured and the Company’s property generally 
protecied, 

“On the 17th instant, at Mr. Fenton’s reqnost, I despatched two constables as an 
escort on an engine hauling a passenger train to Swift Current. These men returned 
this evening escorting the same driver who was threatened at Swift Current. 

“T should not omit to montion that no engine is a.lowed to lave the round house 
without my written or personal order, and that eich is escorted until clear of the 
station or until safely housed. 

“Yesterday the aforementioned foreman of the round house having refused to 
obey a written order of the Assistant Superintendent to pilot an engine to the reliof 
of a strandcd train at Morse, and having thereafter absconded for fear of arrest, was 
replaced by Mr. G. Reed, a brother of the master mechanic at Winnipeg. 

“There seems to be some unfortunate misconception as to the administrative 
authority possessed by the last-named official and the Assistant Superintenden: here 
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respectively, and an ill-advised course adopted by Mr. Reed had well nigh cost the 
Company dear. 

“The facts were as follows: The master mechanic wired to the foreman of the 
round house to re-admit the locked-out men to the shops without consulting the 
official here on the spot as to the expediency of such astep. Nineteen men were 
consequently admitted, together with the additional night workmen. So far as the 
police were concerned, I stipulated that the employees should be compelled to enter 
and leave by only one door, that all other doors should be kept fastened as hereto- 
fore, and that no man should be admitted without a check. 

“This morning, however, it was found that the throttle of an engine had been 
opened and the lever pusbed forward, so that had there been enough steam on, the 
resalt would have been disastrous. Again, the feed pipe of another engine was found 
to be choked with waste. Whilst I was enquiring into the first mentioned case, one 
of the employees came up and volunteered the information that a throttle might 
easily fly open, and that he did not ‘think one of the boys did it.’ I then recognized 
this man as being a notorious malcontent, a turner by trade, and seeing that he and 
men of his calibre were to be allowed the run of the shop, I felt that I could no 
longer guarantee the safety of the engines in my charge, and addressed a letter to 
that effect to the Assistant Superintendent. That official’s representative at once 
saw the force of my objection, and cleared the shop of all but about six or seven re- 
sponsible men pending further developments. The additional men now on their way 
hither will enable me to take further precautions for the protection of property, as 
well as to effectually watch the various switches, guard the loyal engineers and fire- 
men, and furnish an escort for out-going trains. 

“There is some reason to believe that the malcontents, finding themselves foiled 
at every turn, will give more trouble when the train service is fully resumed by im- 
ported drivers, but they have hitherto acted with sufficient cunning to escape the 
meshes of the law. 

“ A few days ago they were bringing alkali and acids to poison the water, but the 
tank was secured from their access, and it is now reported to me by a citizen that 
they are bringing red pepper this evening 

“In conclusion, I think it only right to say that the men composing the detach- 
ment have done their duty cheerfully and well.” 

Very much similar service was demanded of us and performed along the whole 
line. Ultimately the malcontents returned to work at the rates of pay originally pro- 
posed by the Company. The serious and disastrous consequences which must neces- 
sarily accompany a forcible closing of a line such as the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
are so obvious in themselves, that they call for no further remark, I shall only add 
that the prompt, and I trust effectual, quelling of what at one time appeared to boa 
universal railway strike is, I consider, a matter of the utmost congratulation. 

The above may be regarded as but a brief summary of the police work we have 
been called upon to perform during the past year. To doal further with particulars 
would forces this report to assume proportions altogether too voluminous. 

A more adequate idea of the season’s work can be obtained from reference to the 
list of criminal cases tried of which the following is a recapitulation, and even this 
does not form a complete record as, I regret to say, the return of cases tried at 
Battleford has not, up to this date, come to hand. 

Recapitnlation of cases tried in the North-West Territories, from 1st December, 1882 

to Ist Decamber, 1883 :— 

Murder ...20: seseocssersscsenseovess [igeedsersvavectsores sderecsvsu ce meses cove 
Shooting with intent....csccrcsrssccee soseesvecsvescsrsscereseneeseees anes 
Horse stealing.......ccccrcerseseces ce coeessesecenceconscces ressesesers 
FOrgery...csecccssccccces seresscsccscvesees sseee: senceeescseecsceseesseeese 
Larceny -.corece cocssassdsvensece ccna ¢sevevesivsscer segs esese 
Embezzloment...cocccerescessevses seve ees 
POP]ULY .ocee sss 0>cssonresserneresvercscsonsses spenccecscanenseces: covcss IG 
Malicious injury to property. ..... ssesses esac seccscscevevescessences 
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MOCESROLY LO'TOUDDOLY Siixcscaccentenssosnt Rochester eemssteee arenas ase ence ce 1 
Buinging stolen property into. CAankda.....scesseseesassacseces cence 17 
ROMP ALR  VOBUOR Ly cen vareksse cent codes cactuee'e trewatsecttatds. Scams) 2 
PCAN PEE ALOION = PlOPOLLy ce. weescmerzeceus eben gnoseur acs co- Miane ses 8 
ING Paymien trol: -wAyess Fors. 625 scecseses dot cnatew lc ciwatens cacesta cde 97 
Obtaining money under false pretences............:.500 eececseecees 6 
Obstructing a constable in the discharge of his duty............ 1 
Selling intoxicants........5. Zhe falelviws tr os sSatronisigetesmaniaia/sitsoneaniee BO 
,Having and bringing liquor into North West Territory.......... 66 
Gamblingin ENorth-W est “Territory... s.sscesseswseacdsaces eas selene. 40 
AseaulGiatid: PALTY i...c005 ssc. Broa cbatvisatnpeasmacechie toeese seal ieee 
PA RANE i cies nods macs ctica tare Gcis'eu up's sPanias ttide sane ces daste ules ee icarann enleeeeenee 25 
Dyttiic 2d MAISOPGerl yi c0 v2.08. savcos Gust wcaveedele pisdeauSndedeac: hitset 12 


Cattle KINLING.. 0000 cveceeees 20 06 COO S- Or vee eeeees Cee er eoeeroeereoaeceseeesescce Me 
Mi CUTIE COUR Case sion ccc eeetes ccc cbaeses Goncebasiavecs discs onli cette cine 37 
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THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY. 


It can be readily understood how largely our police work has been added to dur- 
ing the construction of the Canadian Pacitic Railway. As the work neared the east- 
ern boundary of the Territories, the trouble then feared may be classified as follows : 

lst. Annoyance and possible attack on working parties by Indians. 

2nd. Difficulty of maintaining law and order among the thousands of rough 
navvies employed ; and the prevention of whiskey being traded in their midst and at 
ull points of importance along the line. 

Fortunately, the Indians were so kept in subjection that no opposition of any 
moment was encountered from them. 

As originally expected, numerous and continued efforts were made to smuggle 
in whiskey, at almost all points along the construction line. This taxed our resources 
and vigilance to the utmost, It is, however, most satisfactory to know that our 
labours were successful. 

I know of no such enterprise being carried on throughout a new country, with- 
out, to a great extent, law being set at defiance, and a certain amount of demoraliza- 
tion existing. This appears to have been the opinion of the General Manager of the 
railway. Coming from a man of his varied experience, such an opinion must carry 
weight. Last year, in writing to me on the subject, he said : * * * = 
“Indeed, without the assistance of the officers and men of the splendid force under 
“ your command, it would have been impossible to have accomplished as much work 
“as we did. On no great work, within my knowledge, where so many men have 
“ been employed, has such perfect order prevailed.” 

With regard to the work of construction accomplished during the past season, 
the following return will give some idea of its magnitude, as well as of the enormous 
force of men employed :— 
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Miles of track laid. 
Commencing at a point 585 miles west of Winnipeg, on 18th April, 1833. 


Month. Main Line, Sidings. 
April ....+ ei esndeciseneiacsie .. 17 miles 3,040 feet.........0.. 4,081 feet. 
ME Wai rcc oc caevitvercncupesccresice Cee 5,120 “ 2 miles, 788 “ 
JUNO rsccorcecretecsss tevecte et 00S 5.030 Gcbe “See 4s0r 
JULY. <s.65- siiusandvoutbcsusacseoms “iar ye Cs a 596“ 
AUZUBt...ccrceeecerreoes feedemoun ts B64 4 ~ Bids <5 
September ....csscereeeeee Bp a Pile: LO fle” pals ees 
GetobOr..ctctncrerecccetsassaret tie Wao, @ ibe, 4 R4900.- 
INOVGIIDOD eccevaccsseseeecen momen 595 4 CO eH 
Ott] ccecstseseaserseas2g000 437 25 at2 


Track-laying ended 28th November, 1383. 

The present terminus of the Cansdian Pacific Railway is within but 14 milcs of 
the summit of the Rocky Mountains. It may safely be concluded that in the coming 
spring, soon after work has been resumed, the terminus will have gone westward 
into British Columbia, where our jurisdiction does not extend. 

I trust you have every reason to be satisfied with the protection and assistance 
rendered by us to the Canadian Pacific Railway during the construction of their line 
through our territory. 

The following I have just received from J. M. Egan, Esq., General Superinten- 
dent : — 

CANADIAN PaciFic RAILWAY COMPANY, 
(Western Diviston), 
WInnIivea, 31st December, 1882, 


My Dear Cotonet,—Gratitude would be wanting did the present year cluse 
without my conveying, on behalf of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company, to you 
and those under your charge, most sincere thanks for the manner in which their 
several duties in connection with the railway, have been attended to during the past 
season. 

Prompt obedience to your orders, faithful carrying out of your instructions, con- 
tribute in no small degree, to the rapid construction of the line. The services of 
ycur men during recent troublo among a certain class of our employees, prevented 
destruction to property, and preserved obedience to law and orderin a manner highly 
commendable. Justice has been meted out to them without fear or favour, and I 
have yet to hear any person, who respects same, say ought against your command, 

Wishing you the season’s compliments, 

T remain, 
Yours very truly, 
JNO. M. EGAN, 
General Superintendent, C, P. A. 


To CoLoneL Inving, Commissioner, Mounted Police, 


—_—_————— 


INDIANS. 


The conduct of the various Indian tribes throughout the Teriitories bas, on the 
whole, been good. In the month of May last some trouble arose on the Sarcee 
Reserve, which is situated some 8 miles from Furt Calgary. In reporting to meon 
the subject, Superintendent Mclilree writes as follows :— 
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“On the 17th May, the Agent on the Sarcee Reserve sent me word that a buck 
named Crow Collar had destroyed some property in the ration house. I sent Sergeant 
Ward to arrest him, He sent me back word that Bull’s Head, the Head Chief, re- 
fused to give him up. I went out myself with ten men, saw Bull’s Head and all the 
Chiefs, and told them they muat give Crow Collar up or I should have to take in the 
Head Chief. They refused. I then ordered the arrest uf Bull’s Head. A- s0n as the men 
caught hold of him, he resisted violently and called on the young men who w-re in 
the Soldiers’ Lodge to assist him. They burst out all around and were in a most 
excited state. As I saw the arrest could not be made at that moment without blood- 
shed, and as it was fast getting dark, I ordered the men to go to the Agent’s house, 
We remained there all night, and I sent a man to Inspector Dowling, ordering more 
men in the morning. They arrived early, and I at once went to the Lower Camp 
and found it completely deserted. On searching the Upper Camp I found some 
bucks.assembled in one of the houses and told them I was going back and they were 
to bring in Crow Collar and Bull’s Head at once. They brought in Crow Collar about 
1 p.m,and Bull’s Head sent word he would come in neat day. He c:me as he 
promised with most of his bucks, but without arms, andI put himina cell. I kept 
him there for a couple of days, and then had him before me, and explained to him in 
what a very wrong manner bimse!f and tribe had behaved. He promised he would 
give no m»pre trouble, and I 1eleased him.” 

During the month of August, a par'y of ten men under Superintendcnt 
Herchmer proceeded, at request of His Honour the Lieutenant Governor, trom this 
place to Fort Qu’Appelle. His Honour’s request was based on the fact that the 
settlers about Qu’Appelle had become alarmed at the actions of a number of Indians 
gathered about the Fort. On arrival Superintendent Herchmer found that reports of 
the trouble were much exaggerated, His visit, however, was not without its good 
effects, as the Indians inclined to be trouble:ome returned peaceably to their 
reserves. 

In the month of July the Indian Agent at Elmonton communicated with the 
officer commanding our post in that district, informing him of exorbitant demands 
made by the Indians in a most overbearing manner, and requesting assistance and 
police protection, which was given. Inspestor Gagnon and his detachment pro- 
ceeded to the scene of trouble, which was the means of restoring quietude. Notwith- 
standing the latter fact, however, I deemed it advisable to tom.what incrcase the 
strength of the forcein the Edmonton District, and sent there a party of one vfficer 
and ten men. 


A*SISTANCE RENDERED TO INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


Every asristance in our power was afforded the Indian Department, escorts be- 
ing furni; hed in the transmitting uf the aunuity money to the various Indian Agents. 
A detachment under the comm:.nd of Superintendent Cotton, proceeded from ‘his 

lace to Maple Creek, with the aniuity money for Battleford, Carlton, fort Mav Leod, 
dmontou and Sarcee Reserve. 

The money for Battiefo:d aud Carlton was sent under a strong escort from Maple 
Creek to Battleford, anu handed over to the officer commanding our post, who trans- 
ferred the Butth ford money to the Indian Agent at that place, also forwarding the 
Carlton money under cuituble escort. The money for Fort McLeod, Edmonton, and 
the Sarcee Riserve was taken on to Fort Calgary by an escort supplied from Maple 
Creek, there handed cver to the cfficer con.manding our post, who furnished escorts 
to Edmonton and Fort McLeod. 

Escorts and pay clerks wee, when demanded, furnished the various Indian 
Agents during the :nnual payments, which paymen's, I am pleased to Le able to 
report, all passed off quietly. 

Daring the month of July, a strong escort was furnished to proceed with the 
Indians travelling from Maple Creek to Battleford, with a view of their settling upon 
their legitimate reserves. In the month of Saptember it was found that notwithstand- 
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ing the number of Indians who, at the request of the Indian Department, had_pro- 
ceeded to their reserves, we had still a very large camp remaining at Maple Creek, 
at which place they desired to remain for the winter, Knowing it to be the policy of 
the Government that these Indians should be removed from the proximity of the 
boundary, and located on their reserves north of the Canadian Pacitic Railway line, 
and being fully aware how important it was that this judicious policy should be 
carried into effect, I was but too willing, at the request of Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor, to accompany the Acting?Assistant Indian Commissioner to Maple Creek 
for the purpose of moving the Indians as desired. 

It affords me much pleasure to be able to report that the result of my mission 
was an eminently successful one. On mustering the Indians, I inform them that it 
waa not the intention of the Government to allow them to remain at Maple Creek as 
they had no reserve there, and further that their loitering about the Canadian Pacific 
Railway line was contrary to their own interests. I explained to them the terms of 
the Vagrant Act recently extended to these Territories, stating to them that no body 
of men would be allowed to remain idly about the country, and that unless the wishes 
of the Government were acceded to, I should be forced to make arrests, In the case 
of “Lucky Man” who had returned from his reservation with the buck-boards and 
carts given him by the Indian Department, I explained to that Chief that these 
articles had been supplied with a view of enabling the Indians to follow agricultural 
pursuits on their reserves, and thus gain their own livelihood. I told “ Lucky Man” 
that he had accepted the articles in question, and other aid from the Indian Depart- 
ment, upon these conditions, and that unless he promptly teturned with his entire 
camp, to their reservation, he would be arrested. 

The Indians brought forward all manner of frivolous excuses in view of having 
their move delayed. ‘These excuses I would not entertain for a moment. I told the 
Indians so in the plaine-t of language, and they proceeded northward the same day. 

With a strong party of men from the division at Maple Creek, I escorted the 
Indians some eight miles on their way northward, and remained with them while 
they e-tablished their first camp, making use of the detachment of police to prevent 
any stragglers either returning ‘to Maple Creek or travelling southward. Tne day 
following this, I was forced to return to Regina, to be present at the adjournment of 
the North-West Council. Prior to my departure, however, { had instructnd Superin- 
tendant Shurtliffe to watch the Indians, and telegraph the result of their movements. 

I afterwards received a very satisfactory telegram from that offi ‘er, informing 
me that all the Indians had gone quietly on towards their reserves. ‘There are now, 
I am pleased to say, no Indians at Maple Creek. 


HORSE STEALING BY AMERICAN INDIANS IN OUR COUNTRY. 


In my Annual Report of last year, I alluded to the horse stealing that went on 
on both sides of the line,—in the United States by our Indians and vice versa. I also 
mentioned the aid given by us to citizens from the United States in the recovery of 
their stolen property. As bearing on this subject I may be allowed to take the 
following extract from my Annual Report above alluded to. ‘ All possible aid was 
invariably given towards the recovery and return, to their legitimate owners, of horses 
and mules stolen and broughtinto the Territory from the United States. Our efforts, 
in this respect, were accompanied by marked success, as ,will be seen from the 
instance I purpose quoting. 

“ During the month of May last, an American citizen from the Marias River, 
Montana, arrived at Fort Walsh. He gave a descri tion of eleven horses which he 
believed had been stolea from him by our Indians. sent a party of ules out to 
the various camps and succeeded in recovering and handing over all the horses stolen, 
taking care that no expense was incurred bp the man who had suffered the loss. 

‘° Another case happened in the same month. On the 16th I received informs- 
tion to the effect that a war party of Cree Indians, belonging to Big Bear’s Camp, had 
passed ten miles south of Fort Walsh, en route to their camp at the lake, 30 miles 
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east of that post, with a band of valuable horses. The brands soon showed that they 
had been stolen from white men south of the line, The day after this inform:tion 
reached me, two Americans from the Teton River, near Fort Benton, Montana, arrived 
at Fort Walsh. These men described fully the horses stolen from them, and brought 
letters from settlers relative to other horses stolen at the same time. From various 
admissions made by the Indians (Big Bear’s followers) I learned that a war party had 
made a raid on an American settlement on the Teton River, stealing almost every 
horse. I immediately, on the arrival of the Americans, sent for Big Bear, who 
happened to be then at Fort Walsh, informing him that: I intended starting for his 
camp, which I did half an hour after the arrival of the Americans, in order to recover 
the horses his people had stolen. I started with an officer and twenty-two men, 
taking Big Bear with me. The two Americans accompanied me. On the arrival at 
the lake I found the entire Cree camp, numbering 500 lodges. I told them I must 
have every horse stolen handed over to me. They obeyed and brought in, with one 
or two exceptions, all the horses. These exceptions were in cases where the horses had 
strayed, but they were subsequently brought into me. On the following morning I 
returned to Fort Walsh with thirty-two horses. While atthe lake, I told the Indians 
that horse stealing, whether south of the line or not, must cease, as in every case the 
horses would be taken from them, and if proof could be obtained of the guilty Indians, 
they would be severely punished. I might mention that in the recovery of these 
horses I received every assistance from the Indian Chiefs, Pie-a-Pot and Little Pine. 

“At Qu’Appelle, nine horses and six mules, which had been stolen from Fort 
Buford, U.S.A., were recovered by inspector Griesbach, of B. Division, and returned 
to Messrs. Leighton, Jordan & Co., their owners.” 

“J could mention many instances where horses, in small numbers, stolen from 
Montana, have been recovered and returned. 

“In the early part ot the season, the country in the vicinity of the Cypress 
Hills, was infested by horse thieves; these were principally American Indians from 
the Peigan Reservation, 90 miles west of Fort Shaw, Montana. Large numbers of 
horses were stolen from the Indians and white men in our country. In some cases 
the thefts committed were daring, one stable being broken into at the settiement of 
Fort Walsh. Asa general rule, the horses so stolen could not be recovered, as 
they were immediately taken across the line before we were informed or able to 
pursue the thieves. I regret to say that those stolen horses could not be secured, 
though they were traced by their owners across the line, as the United States Indian 
Department did not show the same disposition to aid our citizens as we have in- 
variably, as far as lay in our power, afforded them. 

The following case speaks for itself :— 

“A half:breed named Pelletier, was camped in the Cypress Hills, with a largo 
number of horses. He was attacked and fired on by United States Indians, who 
drove off his horses across the line. He subsequently visited the Piegan Rvorerva- 
tion, and though he saw many of his horses in the possession ofthe Indians, he was 
unable to recover them.” 

“T have written to Messrs. Baker & Oo., requesting them to endeavour to pro- 
cure, with the assistance of the Sheriff, the recovery of Pelletier’s horses, as well as 
those stolen at a later date from the Canadian Pacific Railway Company. 

‘ The United States military authorities have, in all cases, aided us as far as lay 
in their power, which is more limited than ours, 

I also take the following from an official report I am just in receipt of from 
Superintendent Shurtliffe, the officer commanding our post at Maple Creek. That 
officer says :— ; 

“ Any one not familiar with the circumstances, would think, on reading the re- 
port of raids in the Montana press, that our Indians were the only guilty ones and 
that their people were the only sufferers. On the contrary, while our Indians were 
stealing from the other side, their Indians and white thieves were constantly stealing 
from settlers and railway contractors on this side. It was thought that when raiding 
was stopped oom our side of the line that steps would have been taken to prevent 
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American Indians from stealing on this side of the line. But such was not the case 
and horses have been stolen every week during the past season, and up to the present 
time, by both Indians and whites from the other side of the line. This horse stealing 
has become a very serious matter, as nearly every settler along the line of road in 
this section of the country has lost horses during the past season, 

“The Missouri River runs for a long distance through an Indian Reservation, the 
only settlers being such as furnish wood for the steamers, and being thickly timbered 
affords a harbour for all the horse thieves and hard characters of that portion of the 
western country. 

“The settlements in this part of the North-West are close to the Cypress Hills. 
Raiders from the other side can steal horses and and reach hiding places in Hills in 
one hour’s time, when it is almost impossible to find hem, and in a day’s ride can 
reach the Missouri River, when they are safe from all pursuit.” 

I fully agree with Superintendent Shirtliffe’s remarks. There is no possible 
doubt but that our country, in the vicinity of Cypress Hills, and eastward and west- 
ward thereof, was last season infested with horse thieves (Indians and whites) from 
the United States. In making these statements, it must not be presumed that I, 
for a moment, lose sight of the fact that in the past, at times, war parties of Canadian 
Indians have surreptitiously crossed the boundary line, on horse stealing expeditions. 
As you are aware, our utmost endeavours were always put forth to prevent this ; but 
I question if any force, however strong, could sucessfully bring about such a preven- 
tion. Such war parties start out in very small numbers—in some cases, man by man— 
having in the first place, agreed to meet at a rendezvous situated near the boundary 
line, in some unfrequented spot. ‘The Americans, [ am satisfied, must have similar 
experiences with their Indians, notwithstanding the large bodies of troops stationed 
throughout Montana and Dakota. And alao bearing in mind that the Indian Reserv- 
ations in these Territories have been established for some years. 

‘As an evidence of the exertion we put forward, with a view of preventing any 
horses stolen from American territory remaining in this country, I may quote the 
following extract from a report made me by the officer commanding our post at 
Maple Creek, which bears on horse stealing during the past summer. “ Three men 
came in from I. C. Baker & Co.’s ranch, in Montana, and stated that a war party of Cree 
Indians had stolen thirty-four head of their best horses. On discovering their loss, 
they at once followed up the Indian trail; they arrived at Fort Walsh a little in 
advance of the Indians, The raiders, on reaching the Cypress Hills, had divided imto 
three parties, each of whom followed a separate trail to their camp, which was about 
30 miles from Fort Walsh. Within halfan hour after the arrival of these men, I had 
a detachment of ten men, under Sergaant Paterson, on their way to intercept the 
raiders, When 10 miles out they overtook seven Indians with seventeen head of 
horses. 

Sergeant Paterson at once arrested them, and sent horses and Indians to Fort 
Walsh, in charge of four men. On arriving within 6 miles of the camp, he saw 
ane party of Indians with more of the stolen horses. These were also sent to the 

ort. 

On reaching the camp, Sergeant Paterson found the balance of the horses 
stolen, with the exception of three, which the Indians afterwards stated they had left 
on the way. J.G. Baker’s men were on their way to Montana with the recovered 
horses within twelve hours after their bringing in the tidings of the theft. The cleven 
arrested Indians of the party were afterwards sentenced to two years in the Manitoba 
Penitentiary. So tar as our Indians were concerned, this summary justice had the 
effect of putting an end to their raiding expeditions.” 

The Indians so sent to the Manitoba Penitentiary were tried on a charge of 
bringing stolen property inte British possessions. Many other arrests on similar 
charges were made during the summer and in all cases conviction followed. The 
sentences inflicted varied from two to five years imprisonment with hard labour Such 
punishment has unquestionably been accompanied with most beneficial results, prov- 
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ing, as it did, that the Canadian Government was determined to use its utmost 
endeavours towards stamping out pernicious and criminal practices, 

The decided steps taken to remove our Indians from the vicinity of the boundary 
line northward, to judiciously selected Indian Reservations, also speaks for itself, and 
I am satisfied has prevented the possibility of future raids being made into United 
States territory. 

With regard to Superintendent Shirtliffe’s opinion, expressed on the state- 
ments appearing throughout the Montana press, on the subject of thefts committed 
by our Indians, it was natural that the press of that country should make public 
(with a view ef suppression) any raids made into their country, from which Ameri- 
ean property holders have suffered. 

The Montana press could not be expected to take up the subject of the losses suf- 
fered by us, on this side of the line, if in fact, the particulars of such losses ever 
became known to that country. 

From official correspondence, that has lately passed on this subject, with which I 
have had occasion to forward various affidavits, you are already aware how severely 
our settlers and others have suffered, from the numerous and successful raids made 
from United States territory, for the purpose of horse stealing. 

The presence, in our country, of a vast number of horses and cattle, employed in 
the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railroad, proved a strong incentive to Amer- 
ican horse thieves (red and white) making their way across the border, and but for 
the constant police surveillance maintained, our losses would have assumed enormous 
proportions, 

I have already had occasion to remark, that the United States troops have, upon 
all occasions, been most anxious to aid us in the recovery of stolen property, and 
afforded every assistance in their power, which, it is to be regretted, is much more 
limited than our own, noticeable from the fact that a horse thief, once crossing 
Canadian territory into the United States, cannot be arrested and punished for the 
crime committed, though the property in his possession may be recovered. 


ABANDONMENT OF FORT WALSH. 


For some considerable time it had been your intention to abandon the old Fort 
Walsh post, and abandonment was desirable for many reasons. 

In the first place, the site was, from a military point of view, a most objectionable 
one. The rude buildings, always considered but a temporary refuge, had become 
utterly delapidated. 

The post, too, being some 30 miles south from the located line of the Canadian 
Pacific Railroad, rendered a change of site imperative, in addition to the fact of its 
being a temptation to straggling bands of lazy Indians whose desire was to loaf 
about the post, and when in a destitute condition, make demands for assistance 
from the Government. 

I therefore, acting under your authority, had the post demolished; the work 
being performend by our own men, commencing on the 23rd May, and concluding on 
the llth of June. The servicable portion of the lumber of which the old buildings 
were composed, was freighted to the camp established at Maple Creek, a point on the 
main line of the Canadian Pacific Railroad, where the division previously stationed 
at Fort Walsh was encamped during the past summer. 


ABANDONMENT OF WOOD MOUNTAIN POST. 


In my Annual Report of last year, in alluding to our Post at Wood Mountain, I 
said :— 
“ As [ have previously reported our present post at Wood Mountain as unfit to 


quarter men and horses ; p 
‘“‘T would recommend that a new post be erected there sufficiently large to 


accommodate onc officer, twenty-five men and twenty-five horses.” 
4—24* 
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During the past summer, finding the old Post utterly uninhabitable, and it being 
impracticable to erect a new post while building operations were being carried on 
at Maple Creek, Medicine Hat, Fort Macleod and Calgary, I decided to withdraw 
the detachment previously stationed there. I therefore ordered Inspector Macdonell 
and his command, with the exception of one man (left in charge of stores) in to 
headquarters. Later in the season, Inspector Macdonell, with a small detachment, 
returned to Wood Mountain, with a view of ascertaining what was going on in that 
section of the country, and also with the intention of affecting a sale of such stores as 
were no longer serviceable, or that it was not considered judicious to freight to head- 
quarters. 

I have already forwarded a report from Inspector Macdonell as to the result of 
his trip, with a return showing the stores disposed of, those freighted to Regina, and 
those remaining stored at Wood Mountain. 

The position of Wood Mountain is an important one. Various trails from the 
Missouri River and other points in the United States, run into it. A considerable 
number of settlers are to be found in the vicinity. 

From the proximity of Wood Mountain to the International Boundary Line, it 
may, and most probably will, in the future, be found that attempts will be made to 
run cargoes of whiskey into our Territories, ard smuggle in various classes of other 
goods. I have, therefore, to repeat last year’s recommendation, to the effect that a 
Post be established there. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF A POLIOE POST AT FORT PITT. 


Acting’under the direction of His Honor, the Lieutenant-Governor, a detachment, 
consisting of one officer (Inspector Dickens) and twenty-five men was, during the 
month of September last, stationed at Fort Pitt, and a police post established there. 
This was done from reports which had reached His Honor, to the effect that the 
Indians on reserves in that vicinity were likely to give serious trouble. 

Since the stationing of our men there, however, everything has so far, been 
quiet. Though I found it impracticable to visit Fort Pitt myself, I am nevertheless, 
of opinion that the establishing of a post there, has been productive of good results. 
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Distaisction State of the Force, compiled from Latest Returns. 


Tot’l strength of Division. 
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Return showing the number of Men discharged from the Force between the 30th 
November, 1882, and 30th November, 1883, and the Cause of Discharge; also, 
the Number of Re- -engaged Men and Recruits, 
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RECRUITING DEPOT ESTABLISHED IN WINNIPEG. 


A recruiting depot, the establishment of which is one officer and ten men, has, 
under your authority, been established in Winnipeg since last spring. The class of 
men there accepted for service in the force has, I think, been good—of course, the 
short service of many of the recruits so accepted does not supply a sound 
data upon which to base a fair surmise as to their future capabilities; though my 
present opinion is, we will not suffer disappeintment on that score, 


DISTRIBUTION STATE OF HORSES OF THE FORCE, FROM LATEST RETURNS. 


Division. Station. No. Remarks. 

TAD Tevawes MAPIC OLCOK.:acovaneres estes 40 
Medicine Hat...... Seed seater 8 
SDI” seteseROGIUA soccosueccacecesavasease 50 
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Tne Garp 2.528. denc sees 4 
Totale.ss: ERRORS 353 

REMOUNTS. 


The following remounts were taken on the strength of the force this year :— 

Thirty Canadian horses were purchased in Ontario by the Department; 49 
purchased by me from the Stewart Ranche Company; 5 Canadian horses in Winnipeg ; 
% Bronchoes purchased in Regina, and 1 at Calgary. 

The Canadian horses were brought to this post by Inspector Neale, Supply 
Officer. They proved a serviceable lot and suitable in all respects to the require- 
ments demanded of them. I regret to state that one or two of them, after arrival in 
this country, contracted that fatal disease “glanders,” and thus had to be destroyed. 
The horses purchased from the Stewart Ranche Company are of the native breed 
known as “Bronchos.”’ They were selected from a band driven into Fort McLeod 
for inspection. Those accepted are particularly fine animals, all adapted to saddle 
purposes, and J am perfectly satisfied that they will prove themselves thoroughly 
serviceable. 

Once broken (which they now are) this class of horse is docile and hardy, 
making excellent saddle horses of strong constitution, accustomed to prairie life, and 
well able to withstand the hardships they are necessarily exposed to in the per- 
formance of our work. 

The three horses purchased at Winnipeg and the two at Regina, are excellent 
ones, 
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BUILDING OPERATIONS. 


Building has been carried on extensively during the past year. 

This post (Regina) which was in course of erection at the date of the last 
Annual Report, has been completed. New barracks at Fort McLeod to replace: 
those now in use, are in course of erection. New posts are about completed at 
Penis Hat and Maple Creek, and some additional buildings have been erected at 

algary. 

Ground plans of all these posts, on a scale suitable for lithographing and incor- 
porating in a printed report, are attached. The plans show the general arrangement, 
size of each building, and the purpose for which each is used. _ 

The post at Regina is composed principally of portable buildings, supplied by 
James Reilly & Co., of Sherbrooke, Quebec, and Messrs, Logan & O’Doherty, of 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

A detailed description of the construction of these buildings was given in last 
year’s Annual Report. The following portable buildings have been erected :— 


Feet. 
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In addition to these, the following buildings have been erected by contract :— 
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Carpenters have been employed in repairing buildings, fitting up officers’ quar- 
ters, and making additions as follows :— 


2 Kitchens............ee0eeeeee12 X 16, hospital and sergeants’ mess. 


4 Er IW vestehecsetsee decpetesctesssedeiauecto X Lo, Olicers Quarters, 
MVR OOMAtr.csreececatkc cians cectsavetseecssepeces LOCK 10 “ a 
Ee ieee eracvaelsiscsobeesstsseevsee ss-eselor X0ca 43 3 
1 Supply store...... ceeerenesatres: ieateerstiecs olsgcneescstercsucscers.s¥ss eseuse 


In my last year’s Annual Report, I called your attention to the fact, that the 
ortable buildings had suffered very much, through the severity of the climate, and 
feeie been erected in mid winter they received much rougher treatment than 
they otherwise would have done. The sections of which the buildings are composed 
separated, roofs leaked, especially in the Logan & O’Dogerty buildings, and floors 
warped and twisted. It was therefore found necessary to batten sixteen of the 
buildings, to shingle nine of the Logan & O’Doberty, and to lay floors in eight of 
the Reilly buildings. The remaining thirteen houses should be shingled. } 

The officers’ quarters have been partitioned, ceiled, oiled and varnished in the 
interior. These repairs have rendered ail the buildings very comfortable. Some 
few improvements can yet be made in those used as barrack rooms, The ceilings, 
which are now barely 8 feet in height, shoul: be raised to the roof, giving about 11 
feet This would render the barrack rooms much more healthy and comfortable, 
and vive them a better appearance. ncaa ; 

B iter ventilation could easily be provided by a ventilating shaft, 10 inches 
square placed in each building, and closed with an air regulator. 
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The stables, as erected by the contractors, were without flooring. They were 
floored with 2 inch planking, divided into stalls, and fitted up with feed boxes. 
Ventilators were added to the Reilly stables. 

A contract was made in December last, with James Reilly, for the construction of 
a guard room, 24 ft. x 48 ft., with 12 ft. walls, and was completed in April last. 
There are ten cells placed in the centre of the building, five on each side, with a 
corridor all round, Barred gates lead from the guard room, which is 15 ft. x 24 ft., 
into the corridor. The cell walls, floor and ceiling are of two thicknesses, with sheet 
iron between, to prevent the prisoners from cutting out. Ventilation is provided for 
by an opening 6 inches square in the top of each cell, near the ceiling, and large 
ventilators in the guaid room and corridor—giving ample ventilation to the whole 
building. The sills of the windows are 7% feet from the floor, and are strongly 
barred by $ in. round iron. Each tier of cells is locked by a combination of levers, 
worked by a single lever arm inthe guard room, All the cell doors can be unlocked 
in a very short time, preventing the veryjserious danger from fire which exists in a 
‘wouden prison. 

In August last, a contract was made for the erection of a barrack and mess room, 
supply store, coal and waggon shed. These buildings were completed in the be- 
ginning of December. The exterior walls of the barrack, mess rooms and supply 
store are of two thicknesses, with a layer of felt paper between. 

The barrack and mess rooms are lathed and plastered on the interior, and are 
well lighted. Storm sashes are fitted on each window, roofs are shingled, and chim- 
nies are built of brick. The supply store is lined on the interior with dressed lum ber, 
and fitted up with the necessary shelving. There is a cellar 75 ft. x 20 ft., under 
this building, for keeping vegetables, &c. The coal and waggon shed, ice house and 
bakery are of suitable construction. 

A sidewalk, 4 feet in wilth, has been laid around the square, This portion 
of work was done by own carpenters and men. 

Drainage is very important in a permanent post like Regina, unfortunately an 
underground system cannot be adopted. The outlet would necessarily be in the 
“‘ Pile of Bones” Creek, 

The only method of preventing the evil results which arise from want of good 
sewerage is to carefully collect and remove all refuse toa safe distance, all being im- 
pressed with the necessity of such precaution. 

The drains, well revetted, should be constructed to carry away surplus surface 
water. 

An attempt was at first made to procure a supply of good water by drilling and 
sinking wrought iron pipes, 6 inches in diameter, Four wells of this class were 
put down to depths varying from 60 to 105 feet. A moderate supply of water was 
obtained, but owing to the tardy flow, and the smail capacity.of the tubes, these 
wells were easily pumped dry. It was therefore found necessary to dig a large well 
which, with an increased capacity, would form a reservoir, and thus a sufficient 
quantity of water would be obiained. A well 60 feet in depth and 6 feet in diameter, 
ribbed with wood, wus put down, The water rises in it to about 25 feet from the 
surface, giving about 6,000 gallons of water. At present the water is pumped up by 
hand. Some better system should be adopted which would afford protection against 
fire, and be more convenient. The cheapest and simplest would be to erect a tower, 
about 30 feet high, carrying a tank with a capacity of 4,000 or 6,000 gallons. About 
2,000 gallcns per day would be required for the water supply of the post. A small 
engine, such as is used on the Canadian Pacific Railway, should be employed to force 
the water into the tank, Pipes should be laid to the stables and different buildings, 
Fire hose, to be attached to the water pipes, should be supplied. 

In March last, I was informed that the site which had been selected for the erec- 
tion of the new post at Fort Macleod hai been approved, and that the erection of a 
new post was to be commenced during the following summer, The site chosen is 
about two and a half miles west of the old post, on the bench land overlooking the 
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“Qld Man’s River,” and on the south side of it. Every care was taken in the 
selection of the site. 

The soil is dry and gravelly. Good drainage is obtainable. Plenty of fresh 
water near at hand, and good grazing ground in the immediate vicinity. An unin- 
terrupted view is afforded. 

The contract for the erection of the post was made in August last, with the 
North-Western Coal and Navigation Company. The post, when completed, will 
<onsist of the following buildings :— 


Ft. Ft. Ft. 
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With wings 24 ft. square oneither side and one 
small detached building. 
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the “square.” 

The buildings are of the following generai construction: All buildings rest on 
foundation blocks about 12 in. square, and placed at intervals of 6 ft. These 
blocks have a firm bearing on the hard, gravelly soil,a thin layer of soil and 
mold beingremoved. All sills are 8 in, square, floor beams 2 in. by 8 in., and are 
2 ft. apart; framing 2 in. by 6 in., and aro 18 in. apart, with 6 in. square corner 

sts. Plates of two 2 in. by 6 ia. scantling, firmly spiked together, Rafters 2 in. 
by 6 in, strongly braced and firmly attached to ceiling joists, which are 2 in. by 8 in. 

Every precaution is taken to strongly brace the framing and roofs, to prevent 
any damage resulting from the high winds which prevail at Fort McLeod 

All outside walls are of common 1 in. boarding, covered with tar paper, and then 
sided up with $ in. siding, 6 in. wide, and lap of § in. 

The floors, throughout, are of two thicknesses, with tarred paper between. Roofs 
are shingled, with felt paper between shingles and sheeting. The window casings 
and door frames are ofneat appearance. The officers’ quarters, barrack rooms, mess 
room, hospital, offices and recreation room, are all lathed and plastered in the inte- 
rior ; the guard room and store houses are lined with dressed lumber, All doors 
leading to the exterior are 3 ft. x 7 ft. and 1} in. thick ; inside doors, 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 tt. 
8 in. and 1 in. thick ; with the exception of the barrack rooms all the doors are 3 ft. 
4% in. The windows in all the buildings have twelve lights, 12 in. x 16 in., except in 
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the kitchens of the officers’ quarters and store and harness rooms, which are each of 
twelve lights, 10 in. x 12 in. 

All buildings are painted a light grey, and trimmed with a darker slrado of the 
same colour. The wood work and casings in the interior are painted the same colour. 
Roofs are painted with fireproof paint. 

Chimnies are of zinc, 14 in. square, with a circular flue, 7 in, in diameter, thus 
giving a large air space, which is utilized as a ventilator; they project 4 in. 
above the peak of the roof, and pass through the ceiling 

Owing to the distance from the railway, 138 miles, it was impossible to construct 
them of brick. Where stove pipes are carried through partitions, they are surroun Jed 
by 3 inches of concrete. 

The barrack buildings have been constructed on a general plan, which was for- 
warded by the Department at Ottawa, and are admirably suited for the purpose. 

All possible care having been taken to insure health, convenience and comfort. 
A hall 9 ft. wide, divides each building into two large barrack rooms, 26 ft. x 46 ft. 
6 in.; ceiling 12 ft.; well lighted, and each giving ample accomodation to twenty 
men. The hall, continued on to the wing, leads into the mess room; wash room and 
bath rooms open off on each side of the hall. Beyond the mess room is a kitchen, 
with pantry and store room attatched. The woodwork of these buildings is only 
oiled and varnished, giving a very light and cheerful appearance. Each barrack 
room is provided with ventilating shafts with regulators, giving 1 cubic inch of ventila- 
tion per 60 cubic feet of air, 

Each of the officers’ quarters consists of four rooms on the ground floor, with two 
small appartments in the attic. 

The Sergeants’ mess building is suitably divided up, having an anteroom 15 ft. 
x 24 ft., mess room 23 ft, x 24 ft, and kitchen 12 ft. x 16 ft., with pantry off. 

A building 50 ft, x 24 ft., has been divided up into rooms each 12 ft, square for 
Sergeants’ quarters, 

The recreation room is divided into two rooms, one for reading the other for a 
billiard room. 

The guard room, with the addition of a prison yard, 40 ft. x 30 ft., has been con- 
structed on the same plan as the one at Regina, a description of which has already 
been given. 

Store rooms are lined and ceiled with matched ceiling lumber. 

An office for the Quartermaster-Sergeant, and a small room for the storeman, 
are partitioned off the end of No. 2 building. 

The harness shop has been suitably fitted up. 

Plans of the stables were also furnished by the Department. It was thought 
advisable to substitute for the open roof, shown on these plans, three ventilators, a 
central one 6 ft. square, and one on either side 5 ft. square. This change was made 
to insuro the requisite warmth. Each stable is divided into 38 stalls, each 6 ft. x 10 ft., 
the partition between being made of 2 in. plank with a neat capping. The 
stables are well lighted by a window in each stall, and semi-circular lights over 
the doors. The flooring in the stalls is given aslight fall of lin. in 20in. from front 
to rear. 

The hospital is capable of holding fourteen patients. The main entrance is intoa 
hall 10 ft. wide, and 24 ft. long, to be used as a waiting room. Surgery, 8 ft. x 19 ft. 
opens off this hall. There are two wards, each 24 ft. square, with 11 ft. ceiling, well 
lighted and ventilated. Steward’s sleeping and dining room, 12 ft. x 15 ft., with kitchen 
and store rooms off, complete the building. A small separate building, 11 ft. square, 
oe oe as a bath, wash room, and latrine, is attached to No. 2 ward, by a passage 

t. long. 

Coal and waggon sheds, blacksmith’s shop and latrines are of suitable con- 
struction. 

An underground magazine, 18 tt. x 22 ft., and 8 ft. deep, with sides strongly 
revetted, covered with 3 in. concrete, and 3 ft. earth, has been constructed. A ventil- 
ator, 5 ft. square, passes from the interior, and projects slightly above the earth 
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covering. The foor is raised 8 im. above the ground. There is an interior covering 
with a clear space of 18 in. from the exterior wall. Shelves, for the reception of the 
ammunition, are fitted up in the centre, with a passage 3 ft. clear around. On either 
side of the entrance there is a small window with a shelf for placing a light to obviate 
the necessity of taking a lamp into the magazine. Steps 4 ft. wide, with 14 in. tread, 
lead up to.the entrance. Doors.are of two thickness, nailed diagonally together, covered 
es sheet iron, and securely locked. It is drained by an undergound drain 200 ft. 
ong. 

The capacity of the magazine is :— 

150,000 rounds Winchester ammunition. 

25,000 do revolver do. 
10 kegs (service) powder. 

The lumber used in the construction of this post was obtained from a limit in 
the “ Porcupine Hills,” about 20 miles west of Fort McLeod, and owned by the 
North-Western Coal and Navigation Company. It is a species of pine, but differs 
materially from that of Ontario or Quebec, partaking more of the nature of hemlock, 
being very hard, tough, and holding nails firmly. 

Carpenters’ tools in working lose their edge quickly. Muchof itis very free 
from knots, and when oiled and varnished it develops a beautiful grain. 

Every precaution was taken to prevent any serious results from shrinking. All 
casings, framings, door frames, and wainscotting are made of seasoned lumber. 
Ample a was allowed in the siding ; floors were so laid, that in case of shrinkage 
they can be easily taken up and relaid. 

Upwards of 1,000,000 feet of lumber will have been used in the construction of 
this post, when completed. All ofthis had to be transported the distance of 28 miles, 
over a rough trail by a bull trains, and by far the greater part of it, on the signing 
of the contract in August last, wasuncut. All hardware, paints, oils, window sashes, 
doors, lime, &c., was purchased in Winnipeg, and taken vid the Canadian Pacific 
Railway to Medicine Hat, 660 miles, thence overland to Fort McLeod, a further dis- 
tance of 138 miles, 

From this some adequate idea of the many difficulties which the contractors had 
to contend with may be imagined, and the manner in which they have surmounted 
them, speaks volumes for their energy and resources. 

The building has been carried on with marvellous rapidity, and is now ap- 
proaching completion. So far, the manager of the company, has done the 
work in a thoroughly satisfactory manner. Certain improvements, which are not 
included in the contract, will have to be done. The post should be enclosed with & 
light picket fence, 7 feet in height. 

A sidewalk 4 feet in width should be laid around the entiresquare, and to the 
hospital. Shelving is required for pantry, store-rooms and hospital. 

Shelves of neat construction are required in the barrack-room. The windows 
are not fitted with storm sashes ; this should be done. 

All outside doors require porches. No provision has yet been made for water 
supply, which should be sufficient for security against fire, and for ordinary daily use. 
Judging by the springs which are in the bank near at hand to the Fort, an ample 
supply could be Ghtained by sinking a well, 6 feet in diameter, to a depth of 40 feet. 
It should be centrally situated, but far enough from any building to prevent its being 
controlled by a fire. 

With regard to the best manner in which a cheap and sufficient supply of water 
could be obtained, I am of opinion that a tank erected in a tower, together with a 
small engine, such as recommended for Regina, would be the best method to employ. 
The daily supply should be about 3,000 gallons, and a reserve of about 2,000 gallons 
in caso of fire. 

Owing to the favourable situation of Fort McLeoi, a comparatively cheap and 
convenient system of underground drainage can be adopted. About 2,000 lineal feet 
of drainage, of an average depth of 7 feet, would be required, with a clear opening of 
1 foot square. 
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If a water supply, such as I have recommended, should be adopted, pipes could 
be easily laid in the underground drains to the stables, barrack rooms, and other 
buildings. 

Water closets could be connected with drains. 

Owing to the abandonment of Fort Walsh, it was necessary to erect new barracks 
in that vicinity. It was decided to erect small posts, each capable of holding twenty- 
five men and horses. 

AtiMaple Creek, which is about 32 miles north-west of the site of old Fort 
Walsh, and is on the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and at Medicine Hat, 65 
miles west of Maple Creek, and also on the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, all 
possible care was taken in the selection of the sites for these posts. 

The post at Maple Creek is about 2 miles south-west of the railway station. The 
soil is sandy and dry. Good drainage is procurable. 

At Medicine Hat a site was chosen on the north side of the Saskatchewan River, 
about a mile east of the town. This site is an exceptionally good one. The contract 
for this post and the one at Maple Creek was also entered into with the North-Western 
Coal and Navigation Company, the posis to consist of the following buildings :— 


Ft Ft. 
Ty Oficera, quarters. .o- crasneesscse evshaceds saonvess co oteseonsssssea) SAO 
1 Barrack room, 72 x 28, with wing extending from centre.68 x 28 
1 Recreation and orderly room ...sccecssecevees cesvees coeeeeeces 24 x 40 
1 Guard room........ Po aedcirbccrteerenteeres ceeraccheess ta tramsseeee 24 x 24 
1 Sergeant’s Megs.....cccccsccecserscscrerscceesessenscoressesecceoeres 24 x 40 
TO darter Mas Ol S SU0LOs cccestscasckentee sate ecucs coe Netasacsssnqs ake kt aU 
Z Stables, each........sccecocencccnececsenrocpeccorscasceessecercesces 30 x 50 
1 Blacksmith’s ShOp ....cccessseses scovcscsorscscooeoens ses cecces sdneoseeie ae 
1 Qoal SREd.. 3.5. cseasessssecscses sesenss peinvoschcua eo eect sncn sen eamenee 16 x 24 
1 Waggon shed...... .sccccscscccsssccecsascecssenscenseecncesececenes 50 x 16 
1 Bakery at Maple Creek..........cocccccrccacsesscccersseveccasoes 24 x 24 
1 Bakery at Medicine Hat......ccecccssoee coecensencreccreceee ove 12 x 12 
PTAC acacc neds Goace cass dense tactsteasbensensescteasccioses wsecasned Sx 12 


A portable builling, 16 ft. x 48 ft. was taken from Regina and erected at Maple 
Creek for a hospital. 


All the buildings are of the same construction as those at Fort McLeod, with 


the exception that “ up and down ” battening is used, instead of siding, and chimnies 
are of brick. 


The erection of these posts was only begun in August, and they are now almost 
completed. 


Storm sashes and porches are required, also shelving. 


These posts should be inclosed with a fence the same as recommended for Fort 
Macleod. 


The following additional buildings have been erected at Calgary :— 
Ft. Ft. 
A ISALUAG LOO. secs .gcnessdntoucesredctscsacpsaeeacercssseascnenra BELL RLOU 
With mess room 80 ft. square, and kitchen 15 ft. 
square, attached. 


GP Stables, CRC -y.s>c9s/acenanaeoes cits cence rT Pe ioe ee 30 x 90 
PORGy ly: FOOT .5<sacex_ casedencieconsae seeee- co Seaee Sen oweeestes 2 OEY 
I'StOPG OOM :secessssae jsssennarndiassepeancnesvens Gosedeana tes sateen 75 x 30 
1 Officers’ Quarters... ..-.ccsessrcecscorcconcssecussccesnsccoecrsscecse 24 x 36 


With kitchen attached, 


The buildings are of the same construction as those erected last year. The 
walls of the building throughout are 9 ft. The chinks are filled with mortar. Floors 


tin., planed lumber, tongued and grooved. The roofs are shingled, As the post 
now stands it consists of :— 
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2 Officers’ quarters, 

2 Barrack rooms. 

2 Stables. 

1 Quartermaster’s store. 

1 Guard room. 

1 Orderly room and Sergeant-Major’s quarters. 
1 Hospital. 


If the present. strength of the force at Fort Calgary is maintained the following 
additional buildings are urgently required to complete this post :— 


Ft. Ft. 

AC PUDIBOL MAOUIICIT Srecatesecocen sews sleat <004ee0 sd Secesiatorees 65 x 25 

SON OMI a eIN OBS oeninoe tis «. sum e861 toe daain'as se antalp'n act ye GO DU 

BP Oe PERIOU TOON oes ctoer sens sso.caveeess ss ahs a eyeldentennslo KOO 

PEDAKCE Yr ceOte sees cto tsl ais Pe oawviedt Mee vdscee eli deenaes OOMbEQUSES 

Rei Gate RUMI DONS sors cavbessones's «fase 75a eebe Wa anen sed & OM 

PESTO HI BLADIG steticn sea spseseraaiscaec ease -dosats cise wiadotdven dat «2 30 x 40 

LOW sisi OUse cists nays eiat as Setelnts sic »ieitevsutonivse SeOUMbRQMATE 

1 Magazine, same as at Fort McLeod.............ceee ee 

These buildings should be°of jthe same general construction as those erected at 
Fort McLeod. 

The contract for those now erected was made prior to railway communication, 
and consequently they had to be constructed in the manner already described. The 
present officers’ quarters, barrack building and orderly room, should be iathed and 
plastered, and all buildings should be clap-boarded on the outside, 

They should be painted, the roofs with fire-proof paint. 

The post should be enclosed with a picket fence. 

I would recommend that the same system already recommended for Regina and 
Fort McLeod, for water supply, be adopted at Calgary. 

The site of our Post at Calgary, though in itself an excellent one, has been 
rendered undesirable by the advent of the railway, which passes within a few hun- 
dred feet of the front of it. 

A town is rapidly springing{up close tofit, and in a few years it will be com- 
pletely surrounded. 

If the present buildings could be disposed of without loss to the Government, it 
would be advisable to erect a new post at a more suitable distance from the town. 

By the completion of the new buildings at Fort McLeod, the erection of addi- 
tional ones at Calgary, most comfortable and commodious quarters will have been 
provided for the greater part of the Force. 

The only buildings out of repair are those at Fort Saskatchewan. New barracks 
will require to be erected for the accommodation of the detachment stationed at that 
place during the coming year. y 

I am quite safe in saying that the efficiency of the Force will be greatly improved 
by the additional comfort and health which is afforded by the new quarters. 


ARTILLERY BRANCH. 


The artillery armament of the force is as follows, viz. :—Two 9-pr. R. M. L. guns, 
four 7-pr. mountain guns (bronze), and two small mortars. The two 9-pr. guns and 
two small mortars are at Fort McLeod. Two of the 7-pr. guns being at Calgary and 
two at headquarters, the various projectiles and stores appertaining to the mountain 
guns are proportionately divided between the last two places mentioned. I have 
previously reported that the carriages and limbers of the 7-pr. guns are virtually 
unserviceable, and last year I recommended that carriages and limbers of the Impe- 
rial pattern be purchased. On close inquiry, however, it was ascertained that such 
purchase would have entailed a very considerable expenditure. Carriages and. 
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limbers suitable for our purposes can be manufactured in this couatry ata much 
smaller cost than would ensue were a purchase made from England. 

The Supply officer at headquarters now has the required material for manufacture, 
and I trust that next summer may find us in possession of sufficient skilled labour to 


make carriages and limbers in this country. 


SADDLERY. 


It will be remembered that in my Annual Report of last year I recommended 
and described a pattern of Californian saddles, which I considered suitable for our 
work. 

One hundred of these saddles were purchased end supplied to us. After having 
given them a thorough test, 1 was pleased to be able to report most favourably 


thereon. 
All officers commanding divisions in which the new saddles were in use, report 


highly of them. 

In October last, I forwarded you a communication from Staff Sergeant Horner, 
Acting Saddler Major. You will observe how favourably this non-commis- 
sioned officer, who is a practical gaddler and a thorough workman, speaxs of the 
saddles in question. From Sergeant Horner’s statement and my own personal 
knowledge, I am coniident that we have at last procured a really serviceable article, 
I am pleased to be able to make this statement, as in the past the question of the 
most suitable saddle for the force was a vexed one, and brought about much debate. 

I would recommend that in future purchases the minor changes that Sergeant 
Horner speaks of be pointed out to the mauufacturers. The doing away with tapa- 
deros ought to make the saddles somewhat less expensive. We have already found 
it expedient to remove the tapaderos on the saddles we now have. 

Of the original saddles, ‘‘ Universal ” yattern, supplied the Force so far back as 
1874, none are really now serviceable. Itis imperative that a further purchase of at 
least 250 Californian saddles be made. With these saddles, an equal number of 
numnahs will be required. 

The last batch of numnahs supplied, though presenting a good appearance when 
new, have not worn well. A good number of them have, therefore, become prema- 
turely unserviceable through fair wear and tear. These numnahs (100) require to be 
replaced. The best material for their manufacture is that known as “ English 


felt.” 


BITS. 


The bits and bridoons of the “ Whitman ” make, are ot excellent shape ; the side 
springs, however, by which the bits are attached to tho halter bridle,should be stronger 
and the bit itself a little wider. With our large horses, we find that bits of the old 
pattern do injury to the outside of the horses’ mouths (owing to the narrowness of 
the bit itself ) from the friction produced by the pressure of the check-piece, from the 
corner of the mouth upwards to the bridle ring, to which the bit spring is attached. 


BARRACK FURNITURE. 


In the estimates for the coming year, you will observe that I have included the 
barrack furniture required, and Isventure most respectfully to impress upon you the 
importance that attaches to the immediate supply of these articles. 

Lam aware that in the past the difficulties of transport prevented such articles 
being supplied; then again, many of our posts were merely temporary ones. Now, 
however, ali such difficulties are removed, and I cannot too strongly recommend this 
subject receiving immediate attention, as it bears directly on the comfort of every 
non-commissioned officer and man in the force. 
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The necessity of our barrack rooms presenting a clean and respectable appear- 
ance (which can never be accomplished with rough and improvised barrack furniture) 
bears on efficiency as well as comfert. 


TRANSPORT. 


The “Speight” waggons supplied last year have proved very serviceable, 
though in future purchases I would recommend that they would be somewhat lighter 
in construction. Now that we are in a position to avail ourselves of railway trans- 
port, in some cases two horses to a waggon will answer our purpose; nevertheless, all 
waggons should be s> constructed as to admit of four horses being employed 

Waggons supplied require brakes, In the “Speight” waggons, the lever by 
which the brake is worked is too far back to be used conveniently from the driver’s 
seat, This, however, can be easily obviated. 


BUCK-BOARDS, 


We urgently require an additional supply of buck-boards. Experience has taught 
us that an iron spring under the bed of the buck-board, on the front axle, is a mistake, 
Of this there is no possible doubt. The proper place for the spring is under the seat. 
Buck-boards might, with advantage, be supplied with light brakes. 


CLOTHING AND KIT 


The clothing and kit supplied last year are, with few exceptions, of most excel- 
lent quality and make. 

The exceptions | speak of, I purpose hereafter fully reporting upon, in a detailed 
manner. 


ARMS. 


The new pattern Winchester rifle supplied is a most excellent arm, and of very 
superior manufacture, It is, in every respect, well adapted to our use. Tho same 
remarks apply, with equal force, to the new revolvers. 


MANNER OF CARRYING OARBINES ON HORSEBACK. 


The manner of carrying the Winchester carbines on horseb ack is a subject that, 
in the past, has been a vexed one. Many different opinions have existed throughout 
the Force. Having given the matter careful consideration, and bearing in mind the 
various results of the long practical experience acquired by us, I have arrived at the 
following conclusion: We must have two separate and distinct methods of carrying 
the carbine on horseback. 

Ist. In a bucket attached to the saddle. 

2nd. By its being attached to a sling on the carbine itself, such sling passing 
across the rider’s body, the stock resting in asmall open leather shog, attached to the 
saddle. 

Tue Buexet to be used in long marches, where there is no probability of the 
men coming into action, and also on ordinary mounted (drill) parades. , 

Tux Suiine to be used in cases where a probability exists of men coming into 
action at any moment; and again by men sent out in small numbers, on detachment 
or patrolling duty. 

As the horse has, in any case, to bear the weight of the carbine, it is obvious, that 
as far as possible, consistent with safety, the rider should be relieved of its weight 
and encumbrance. Thus, on long marches, where a large body of men are employed, 
the bucket is the proper place for the carbine. And on ordinary drill parades, carry- 
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iug the carbine in the bucket is decidedly the most convenient way, it presents a neater 
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and more uniform appearance than could otberwise be obtained, besides allowing the 
man to be perfectly free in controlling and guiding his horse. 

In cases where there is a possibility of men coming into action at any moment, 
the sling should most certainly be employed, as the means of carrying the carbine. 
It can readily be unslung when necessary, thus not foreing tho man to carry it in his 
hand at the “advance” or “carry ” arms, as would be imporative were a bucket only 
used, when the carbine is drawn therefrom. Should any accilent happen to the 
horse by which the rider be thrown, or should the animal be shot, the sling, in the 
the event of such casualties arising, precludes the possibility of the man being sepa- 
rated from his carbine, or,in other words, being deprived of his most important means 
of defence. 

When men are sent out in small numbers on detachment or patrolling duties, 
their safety, in cases of sudden, or other attack, must depend solely on their personal 
efforts put forward in defence, In all such cases, the carbine should be carried in 
the sling. My previous remarks on the possibility of a man being separated from 
his carbine, apply here, with still greater force. The sling would also be of much ser- 
vice when men (on foot) are placed on seatry in winter, during which season, in many 
portions of the Territory, the climate is so severe, that carrying the carbine in the 
manner usually employed, is productive of more or less suffering from “ cold hands.” 

By having a sling, the carbine could be slung under the arm, the sling passing 
over the shoulder. This method would be convenient, and remove the objection a bove 
alluded to, where the carbines are carried without slings. 


DRILL AND TARGET PRACTICE. 


As far as practicable, non-commissioned officers and men at all posts and out 
posts have gone through a course of drill (mounted and dismounted.) 

The constant and imperative demands made on us in the performance of police 
duty, at times interfered with drills and courses of instruction as laid down. 

The drill and instruction of recruits arriving at headquarters was interfered 
with as little as possible. 

We have constructed several good rifle ranges, each division going through a 
course of target and revolver practice. 

Riding instruction is still being continued at posts, when the climate permits of 
such work being carried on in the open air. 


DRILL SHED AND RIDING SCHOOL. 


Now that a permanent headquarters has been established, I feel that we shall 
no longer suffer a want long felt, viz., the formation of a depot of instruction, through 
which all recruits should pass prior to being sent to duty. In fact, during the past 
season, such instruction was carried out as far as practicable. The pressing want of 
men for duty in the west forced us to make the course of instruction of shorter 
duration than would otherwise have been advisable. 

It is obvious that during the winter months our police duty is lightest. For this 
reason, a greater number of men are then available for drill purposes. We are sadly 
in want of a suitable building at headquarters, which could be used as a drill shed 
and riding school, and I strongly recommend that one be erected during the coming 
spring orsummer. The severity of the winter in this portion of the Territories 
renders it utterly impossible to carry out, in the open air, any drills whatsoever, 
mounted or dismounted. 


DRILL INSTRUCTORS. 


I beg to recommend, that the services of three thoroughly competent Drill 
Instructors should be obtained from the Imperial authorities. As I have already 
fully explained the class of men from which I think such Instructors should be 
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selected ; I will not again enter into the matter in detail, I have but to renew my 


recommendation, and express a hope that you will uuthorize its being promptly 
acted upon. 


THE APPOINTMENT OF A QUALIFED ARMOURER SERGEANT. 


The appointment of a properly qualified Armourer Sergeant, made during the 
past summer, was a particularly good one. Previous to this we experienced much 
inconvenience from the want of skilled labour to carry out the necessary repairs of 
small arms. 

The Armourer Sergeant is now stationed, and will remain, at head quarters, 
to which place I have had unservicable arms (rifles and revolvers) from other posts 
sent for repairs. Much work has been, and is now being done. The arms thus placed 
in servicable condition are returned into the supply store, and will hereafter be 
available for re-issue throughout the divisions. 


THE POLICE ACT. 


Glause No. 19 of the Act under which the Force now serves, reads as follows: 

“If any member of the Force, having deserted, absented himself without leave, 
or refused to do duty therein, be found in any part of Canada other than the North- 
West Territores, he shall, on conviction thereof, be liable to forfeit and pay for every 
such offence any sum, not exceeding ore hundred dollars, or to be imprisoned and 
kept at hard labour for any term not exceeding twelve months, or both; and upon 
the trial of any offender under this section, it shall not be necessary to produce or 
give in evidence the original engagement or agreement to serve in the Force signed 
by such offender, but such engagement may be proved by parol evidence or by a 
certificate signed by the Commissioner, Assistant Commissioner, or any Superiaten- 
dent or Inspector of the Force, giving the date and period of such engagement, and it 
shall not be necessary prima facie to prove the signature to such certificate, which 
shall be held to be genuine, unless it be expressly alleged by the offender not to be 
80.” 

Should a man desert from the Force and be captured in the North-West Ter- 
ritory he is almost invariably awarded the full year’s imprisonmsnt, not too great for 
so serious and disgraceful an offence, while on the other hand, should he succeed in 
effecting his escape to any of the-older Province», and afierwards be brought before 
a magistrate on a charge of desertion, he is allowed the option of a fine or imprison- 
ment, and scldom to the maximum amount provided for in the clause above quoted. 

Provision should, I think, be made for the punish.nent of desertion by imprison- 
ment in all cases. 


THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES ACT. 


I have alresdy recommended achange which, [ think might, with advanta 
be made in the North-West Territories Act. 

I venture to here quote my previous remarks on the subject, and renew my re- 
commendation :— 

“] consider it advisable that some change should be madein the North-West 
Torritories Act, in as far as it relates to the punishment of offenders, convicted of 
liquor dealing or having it in their possession. We 

“At present, in case of non-payment of fines,or when sent to jail for second 
offence, persons cannot be sentenced to hard labour while undergoing their imprison- 
ment. 

“I would suggest that the North-West Territories Act be 50 amended as to leave 
it to the discretion of the Magistrate, whether persons so convicted should undergo 
imprisonment with or without hard labour.” 

12--3* 
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In Juno last I forwarded you a report from one of our veterinary sergeants, 
by which you were informed that, that fatal and incurable disease, “ glanders,” had 
wroken out in the Territories. Large numbers of horaes in the different sections of 
the country contracted the disease. Reference to returns will show that our loss in 
horses has, from this cause, been very considerable. I can, however, vouch for the 
fact that, in our case, every effort has been made to prevent the disease spreading, the 
affected animals being destroyed and the bodies burnt. 

In cases of settlers, Indians and others, however, it was necessary that some 
stringent law should be brought into force, otherwise the loss of property and serious 
consequences following a broadcast dissemination of such adisease, would be incalca- 
lable. 

This was vot lost sight of by the North-West Council, which promptly brought 
into force an ordinance, well calculated to meet the requirements of the case, This 
ordinance provides for the destruction of such animals that may be found suffering 
from the disease, on a certificate being produced from a competent veterinary 
authority, and after such proof has been established before a Stipendiary Magistrate 
or Justice of the Peace. 


GAOL. 


I have previously pointed out how urgent was the necessity of proper gaol 
accommodation being supplied in the Territory. That this necessity existed in the 
past, we, from experience, know there was no room for doubt. Now, however, the 
importance of my recommendation being acted on, has so very materially increased, 
that I venture most respectfully to bring the subject once more to your notice, earn- 
estly trusting that it may receive early attention. 

Notwithstanding the increase in guard room accommodation which we derive 
from the erection of new posts, all such places are vastly overcrowded. For instance, 
in the guard room at this post we have ten cells and at the prosent moment, fifteen 
prisoners; the last number was still greater but a short time ago. I am of opinion, 
too, that the practice of turning our guard rooms into common gaols is most objec- 
tionable in every respect. 

Returns showing the amount of Customs collected by the North-West Mounted 
Police Force, during the year 1883 :— 


Port of Fort McLeod, up to 30th November...........- eo. $50,501 32 
“ Maple Creek “ Gael Weeulascaze sacased 28,416 61 
Total....cecsrcccccees seesscseereceeceeeesses PESILT 9B 

At Fort McLeod the value of the articles imported on 
which duty was paid Was... ....-cccccscceserseeeseeees $248,637 00 
Value of free entries, same place, was .......-.. ecesereces 403,907 00 


The Appendices attached hereto are as follows:— 


A.—Return of criminal and other cases tried.{ 
B.—Plan of Regina Post. 


o.— “Maple Creek Post. 
D.— ‘““ Medicine Hat “ 
EL.— “ Fort Calgary “ 
F.— “ Fort McLeod “ 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. G. IRVINE, 
Commissioneren 


APPEN DICHS. 


21—33* 
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To His Excellency the Most Honourable the Marquess of Lansdowne, Governor 
General of Canada, &c., &c. 


May ir Puxzase Your EXczLuenoy, 


The undersigned has the honour to lay before Your Excellency the Annual 
Report of the Commissioner of the North-West Mounted Police Force. 


Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN A. MACDONALD, 
Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs. 
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Tue OFFICE oF THE CommissionER, Norta-West Mountep Potzoz, 
Reatna, N.W.T., 


Siz,—I have the honor to submit this my Annual Report for the year 1884. 

The general police work which we have been called upon to perform has beon 
necessarily more severe, owing to the extended field of our operations, and the influx 
of population, than in any previous year. The calendar of crime is, I regret to record, 
headed by five cases of wilful murder within our jurisdiction—two by South Piegan 
Indians, one by a negro and two by white men. Those by Indians are treated of 
under that heading, and those by the last mentioned under the heading of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. 

The case of the negro, Jesse Williams, is as follows: On the 8th February last 
report was made to Inspector Steele, commanding at Calgary, that a man named 
Adams had committed suicide in the town. Inspector Dowling and Assistant Surgeon 
Kennedy examined the body, and reported that murder had been committed ; it was 
found that a negro had been seen in conversation with the deceased shortly before 
the time that the deed must have been done. Sergeant-Major Lake and a party were 
dispatched to the negro’s tepee, and there found him with traces of blood on his 
hands and clothing. This he explained to have been caused by some beef which he 
had been carrying, but it was found, on enquiry, that the meat he had bought was 
frozen hard. On searching the murdered man’s premises a razor was found, coated 
with blood, and tracks in the snow leading from the back door, coincided with the 
negro’s overshoes. Later in the day a man reported that in moving a hay-pressing 
machine near the butcher’s shop, he had discovered a number of bills and a glove with 
marks of blood upon them. The latter was identified by some other occupants of 
Williams’ tepee as being his property, and shortly afterwards he confessed his guilt. 
He was executed at Calgary on the 29th March. 

On the 3rd April sentence of death was carried into effect at Rogina in the case 
of the brothers Stevenson, who were convicted in September last year. It is satis- 
factory to record that at the last moment, when the prisoners were compelled to 
abandon all hope of pardon, they fully admitted their guilt and the justice of their 
sentence. 

Aman named William Reid, popularly known as “ Buckskin Shorty,” was 
stabbed and killed near Calgary, on the 1st June last, by one John McManus, in a 
- drunken quarrel. He was tried before Col. Macleod and a jury, found guilty of 
manslaughter, and sentenced to six months’ imprisonment with hard labor, == 

The following is a recapitulation of cases tried in the North-West Territories 
during the past year as compared with the number tried in 1883 :— 

1883. 1884. 


MUTUOM) wecocsaessacessoicaessaenseocs ease secesseraes Seaaeasisees 1 2 
Manslaughter.......ecssseseeseees ceeccccccccccscccecess coccsceecs 1 
PA TSOD occenctousccossescesserenasess evccteccccosocsccses pessneestese? 2 
Shooting with intent.......0.00. iconeseccetecace sean cectenes: timer 1 
Horse stealing........cecsessere decedssessnereessesucs Rooseusis same 31 
Bringing stolen horses into Canada.....ccccscereeeees 17 15 
Cattle stealing......ccccrseree Ceeteseenec eo cocusuaccadhasen es + aes 5 
Forgery..... Sapesssessees gassansessseencscnacee oseeseese socecsersees 
Taner eacses ST caseccesesetdorasestenmeosssess aseseneses ts os 
Embezzlement..........00+ fiecastucseel os eeccene sesetees tary © 24 : 
Robbery, attempt at..cccc.-.-seeesseeee secesesees sepnesancenss ce 
Burglary....ccecssscosescesssesscosccesoeseocooers caches Reeboane é 
House-breaking.....o...sscscscerssssssscceccveccessecansooens © a 
Non-payment Of Wages.....ssesereere reece persnemstar een eeu - 
Deserting employment........cccccecsececcersscsrerserre cs ne 
Selling intoxicants........ ernie Bs trcacetssenncary erent ait 


6 
ee ee 
1883. 1884. 
Giving intoxicants to Indians.....-cvessrerescessevees sroeee 4 


Intoxicants in possession......... ieiievenbssvcans esteeseiideea, LOB 114 
Retusing to give information concerning liquor......... 3 
Gambling......ceccrreceseceeves eidasa Gutdan deus esentee aghacadites 29 35 
Assaults and battery.......scccssscsssccceres sescceeecsreens 42 
Indecent assault.......sesccsersosreccecccceeces a. Uikeseeceoedents 3 
Drunk .....cccsccccecsoes dehakaee dcodsdees «sumedeseeeveuvees swenes 10 38 
Drunk and disorderly...... vsbaawent seevece shinies de Newdaeseeawes 12 23 
Cattle killing....... seuspeesenn sbivebecuee sdeccedecceses asoletesee 13 1 
Insanity ...0cs socosseersccscecccees cosvceese sccvenes oes peseeeeees 1 10 
Keeping house of ill-fame.......sssecceree sesrersseeesionsees : 10 
Inmates of AO — eacsvccesccccereccccccescccececorcoces 10 
VAagrancCy ..cccrcrsenverscesccereceece Galea Se eadiveics ae seacesteueei 25 
Receiving money under false pretences......... eeseneseuss 6 “i 
SMuUgZling....cceccsececeooes sataedddacnadbersiatscses tone enceeense 3 
BigQamy...ccccoesesecsrecececcseoee cenes aescscecsosesecsesosees Vises 1 
Setting prairioe on fire,.....+..0- ssdubbseusdecssacveedese coeses 4 
Placing obstruction on C, P. Railway.........+. saWenedet ie 4 
Miscellaneous secassievsenvovivecdanesdadnecoassadesbedtecs Sésnese OU 28 
INDIANS. 


On the 14th January last I forwarded a report, called for by your letter of the 
18th December, 1883, as to the indiscriminate camping of Indians in the vicinity of 
towns and villages in the North-West, and as to a suggestion by the Deputy Superin- 
tendent General of Indian Affairs, that Indians should not be allowed to leave their 
reserves without a permit from the local Indian agent. I pointed out that the intro- 
duction of such a system would be tantamount to a breach of confidence with the 
Indians generally, inasmuch as from the outset the Indians had been led to believe 
that compulsory residence on reservations would not be required of them, and that 
they would be at liberty to travel about for legitimate hunting and trading purposes. 
This concession largely contributed to the satisfactory conclusion of the treaty with 
the Blackfeet, and I am sure that your decision in the matter, namely, that discretion- 
ary power, according to circumstances, should be vested in the officers of police, was 
wise and sound. As to the complaints which were made tothe Deputy Superinten- 
dent General on the occasion of his visit to the Territories, I would remark that the 
social evil is as difficult of repression in an Indian as in other communities, and that 
for its existence-the white man is solely to blame. 

On the 13th January last, Sergt. 
Fury, with one constable and an interpreter, arrested an Indian at the Blackfoot 
Crossing, who was charged with horse stealing. Prior to and after the arrest, about 
seventy or eighty Indians crowded round the escort and attempted to intimidate 
them into setting the prisoner free; one “ Whitecap,” the head soldier of the Black- 
foot camp, seizing the horse by the bridle and refusing to allow the buckboard to 
pass unless extra rations were given them. Finally Sergt. Fury got away with his 
man, and Inspector Steele, who was commanding at Calgary at the time, visited the 
camp next day with twenty-five men, with a view of making an example of the 
ringleaders in this obstruction of the police in the execution of their duty. 
“ Whitecap ” had gone to Calgary where, with another ringleader named ‘ Red 
Meat,” he was subsequently arrested. As the other ringleaders could not be iden- 
tified, the gravity of the offence was pointed out to the Indians generally, and they 
promised amendment in future. The prisoners were severely reprimanded and 
discharged by Col. Macleod, Stipendiary Magistrate, in due course. 

In February last little trouble occurred with the Indians on the Crooked Lakes 
reserve, near Broadview, which at one time bid fair to assume somewhat serious pro- 
portions, but which happily passed off in due course. The Indians in question 


rf 
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belonged chiefly to Yellow Calf’s band, and had congregated at a small untenanted 
house in the Qu’Appelle valley to dance. The dance began on the 13th February 
and continued for about a week without intermission, at the end of which time pro- 
visions were exhausted, and the Indians were in a state of excitement sufficient to 
subordinate all other considerations to the craving for more. Thus a party of about 
sixty men visited and broke into the farm buildings of the reserve and, carrying 
away a large quantity of flour and bacon, resumed their former amusement. Ona 
telegram from Mr. Keith, the farm instructor, to the Assistant Indian Commissioner, 
who was also administrator in the absense of the Lieutenant-Governor, Inspector 
Deane and ten men proceeded to Broadview on the 21st February. Arriving there 
at night and hearing reports which he had no present means of verifying, the officer 
telegraphed to headquarters for ten more men, and the next day proceeded to search 
for the ringleaders. It happened, however, that the band were still in the valley, 
and as the party did not arrive on the scene until 7 p.m., and as it was out of the 
question to attempt any arrests that night, Inspector Deane sent his party to the 
farm, eight miles off, and went with Mr. Keith, a sergeant, and the interpreter, to the 
house in question, to reason with the Indians and gather information as to their pro- 
bable intentions. After a talk of about three hours, during which tke Indians set 
forth their grievances and firmly declined to yield up any of their number to justice, 
Inspector Deane returned to the farm, where Col. Macdonald, Indian agent, Sup- 
erintendent Herchmer, and the ten additional men arrived about 1 o’clock next day. 
The whole party now proceeded to the valley, where the Indians were expecting 
them, having heard of the new arrivals. As the head of the procession of jumpers 
and sleighs approached the house, they were sternly waved off by armed Indians 
who appeared from within, and who would allow no one to approach the door. The 
men dismounted and a parley ensued between the Indian agent and police on the 
one hand and Yellow Calf and sundry other Indians, who professed to be desirous of 
obviating bloodshed on the other. The names of the ringleaders were communi- 
cated to Yellow Calf and their persons demanded, but without success, and an order 
to the men to “ fall in” produced a determined show of resistance; the house bristled 
with muzzles, and most of the party were covered at such a short distance that per- 
sistence would have been foolhardy and fatal. At the suggestion of a headman, 
named Osoop, the police adjourned to his house, with some of the leading Indians to 
talk the matter over, the result being that the police withdrew to the farm for the 
night, while the Indian agent remained to prolong his persuasions; he reported no 
- success in the morning, however, and the’Administrator arrived by special trainin the 
afternoon. Indian Agent Macdonald was dispatched to inform the Indians of his 
presence and to invite them to.a conference at the farm at 9 a.m. the next day. 
After talking the greater part of the night, they consented to come, and came accord- 
ingly, but with military precautions. After continuous talking rom 9 a.m. till 4.30 
p-m., four of their number, viz., Yellow Calf, Kanawas, Penne-pa-ke-sis and Moyes, 
gave themselves up for trial, and the remainder promised to disperse. In consider. 
ation of the good offices of Yellow Calf, who had set a good example to his followers 
from the first, and to whom certainly was due the preservations of the peace on the 
23rd, the charge against him was withdrawn ; the remaining three pleaded guilty of 
larceny before Col. Richardson, at Regina, on the 28th inst., und were by him dise 
charged, to come up for judgment when called upon; probably the most satisfactory 
conclusion of a troublesome affair. 
On the 16th May, at the request of the Assistant Indian Commissioner, I accom- 
anied him to Indian Head, with a view to dissuade Pi-a-pot and his band from 
eaving their own and proceeding to Pasqua’s reserve, in order to holda “sun dance.’ 
From Indian Head we went to the Agsinibone camp, about fifteen miles distant, and on 
the way thither met Pi-a-pot accompanied by his whole eamp, consisting of about 
seventy lodger, and by “ Long Lodge” with about fifteen lodges of his people. Leav- 
irg them for the moment, we went on to the Assiniboine camp,where we found “J ack 
or “The-man-that-took-the-Coat” and his following, who had abstained from joining 
the expedition, and after applauding their behavior and encouraging them to 


remain on their reserve, which they promised to do, we retraced our steps to Indian 
Head. 
On the following day the Assistant Indian Commissioner and I visited ‘“ Long 
Lodge” in his camp, and enquired his reasons for leaving his reserve. He com- 
plained that his people were not supplied with fresh meat, that there was no stream 
of running water on their reserve, that numbers of his people were dying, and that 
if they stayed there they would all die. Leaving him to think over what we had 
said, we then went to Pi-a-pot’s camp. Pi-a-pot’s grievances were much the same as 
“ Long Lodge’s,” and he wished to remove his people to some place where they 
‘would be able to catch sufficient fish for sustenance. Having explained to him that 
the Government would not permit armed bodies of men, whether Indians or whites, 
to roam about the country at large, and that he must well consider his future move- 
ments, we left him to reflect thereupon, and returned to Regina for an escort. 

On the 18th inst., with a detatchment under the command of Superintendent Herch- 
mer, consisting of fifty-six of all ranks with thirty-five horses, and one seven-pounder 
gun, left Regina for Qu’ Appelle, arriving there the next day; thence to Pasqua’s reserve, 
where we heard that Pi-a-pot and his followers had left Troy, and with a view 
of avoiding the police, had struck across country towards the west end of the 
Qu’Appelle lake. Having ascertained his whereabouts, and timing our movements 
so as to reach his camp early in the day, at dawn of the 21st of May we started in pur 
suit. When within about four miles of the camp, I rode on with the interpreter, 
and on approaching, found that the Indians were still asleepin theirlodges, An alarm 
given however was quickly spread, and the inmates were speedly mounted and 
armed, and the camp struck tor action. I rode direct to Pi-a-pot’s lodge and told him that 
I had not come to fight, but to persuade him to return with his followers to their 
reserves. After some representations by him, in consequence of which I promised 
to ask the Assistant Indian Commissioner to come and see him, the whole party 
‘were persuaded to follow us back to Fort Qu’Appelle, and camp there, pending Mr. 
‘Reid’s arrival. He came that evening, and the next day went with me to Pi-a-pot 
and “Long Lodge,’ to whom I explained the illegality of their present proceedings, 
and who agreed to follow my advice and return to their reserves at once. They 
were all on the road thither the following morning, being escorted to their destination 
by Superintendent Herchmer’s detachment, after which the latter returned to head 
‘quarters 

On the 28th of May, about daylight, it was reported to Superintendent Melllree, 
‘commanding at Maple Creek, that a settler named Pollock had been shot during the 
night at Fish Creek by some men who were trying to steal horses. The officer’s 
report stated “that Pollock heard some noise in the corral amongst the horses and 
‘went out in his flannels without a rifle; he must have encountered the horse thieves 
just outside his house and closed with one of them, as the rifle with which he is sup- 

osed to have been shot was found close to him. Two men slept in the house with 
‘Pollock; another in the house about sixty yards off. None of the mon heard Pollock 
go out, but were awakened by the shots. On going out to the corral they found 
Pollock lying on the ground, wounded, with a Winchester rifle beside him. When 
taken into the house he said he was sure that it was an Indian who had shot him and 
that he had closed with him. The shots must have been fired close to him as his 
shirt was burnt by the powder. One ball went clean through his body, the other 
could be felt under his skin. I went out myself on receipt of the information and 
found that Pollock had died some little time before I got there. We followed the 
trail of the party from near the corral where the murder took place; there were 
tracks of five unshod horses. I accompanied the pursuing party for a short distance 
and then returned to the post. 

Sergt. Paterson, who, with a guide, one non-commissioned officer, and three 
men formed the pursuing party, thus describes the pursuit: ‘We found footmarks 
behind the corral on the further side of the house, and about 400 yards further on, 
the tracks of five unshod horses were plainly marked; we took up the trail at this 
point and followed it as rapidly as possible in a southerly direction, * * * About 
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twelve miles further on we found where they had camped, evidently for some days 
previously, on the aug of the highest butte in the vicinity, from which point they 
could plainly see Pollock’s house; footprints were found here in the mud of 
moccasined and one of bare feet. They had left this place by a coulée running down 
the south side of the ridge in a south-easterly direction, which we followed at a rapid 
pace for thirty miles, until the head of Davis’ lake was reached; here the tracks 
erossed Cottonwood Creek at its mouth, and our horses sank so deep in the mud that 
we had to go further up to cross safely, and went down the south side until the trail 
was struck again; following the same for about fifteen miles, going more to the 
south, we reached Battle Creek, followed the creek down about fifteen miles south- 
east and crossed, continuing on the same direction for twenty miles and nearly to 
the ridge on the b»undary line called the ‘ Old-Man-on-His-Back.’ Here the trail 
led due west along the line, crossing and recrossing the same. About fifty miles 
from the ‘Old-Man-on-His-Back,’ the Fort Walsh and Benton trail was crossed, and 
here we dismounted and examined the trail very carefully. We found the tracks of 
eleven horses and eight men, the horses being led by the men; these were very 
plainly marked, on account of no grass being on the waggon road ; the tracks led on 
-due west, which direction we followed, keeping from one to two miles north of Wild 
Horse Lake, the tracks becoming more and more indistinct, on account of the trail 
going over rocky ground, and the manner in which they (the fugitives) scattered out, 

“‘T was certain that we were some distance in American territory, and, havin 
lost the trail, considered it useless to proceed further, knowing that the rocky groun 
continued for miles. We made the return journey in about 100 miles, coming over 
the Ten-Mile crossing. 

It is my opinion, and also that of Sergt. Fauquier and Paul Leveille, the guide, 
from the style of the moccasins found, other signs on the trail, and the general direc- 
tion taken, that these parties were either Blood Indians, from thw Belly River, near 
Fort MoLeod, wishing to mislead any pursuing parties as to their destination, or 
South Piegans, from the American agency on Badger Creek, Montana.” 

That the latter was the true solution of the problem subsequently appeared froma 
report from Mr. Pocklington, Indian agent on the Blackfoot reserve, with whom Super- 
intendent McIllree communicated at the outset as to what Blood Indians were off their 
reserve at the time. Mr. Pocklington said: ‘‘ On receipt of your message per Inspec- 
tor Steele, I caused enquiries to be made, and found that, so far as we knew, there 
were seven young Bloods in all away; they left for Montana and have not yet 
returned. I saw one of the South Piegan Indian police on Wednesday, 4th June, at 
Macleod, and he informed me that a large number of Piegans were away somewhere 
in your neighborhood, and three days before, that would be the Ist June, a number 
of young Indians returned (could not give me any names) presumably from the 
rai'road. 

Indirect information of this has since been received from camp gossip carried to 
Jerry Potts, the interpreter at Fort Macleod, to the effect that the man who shot 
Pollock was in the South Piegan camp. . 

At the end of June, in consequonce of complaints having been made to the 
Lieutenant-Governor that Indians were committing depredations in the neighbor- 
hood of Indian Head, a small party of mounted men was detached thither to patrol 
that section of the country, under the direction of the Indian agent. The non-com- 
missioned officer in charge of the party reported that the settlers had been annoyed 
by numerous petty depredations, which he had reason to believe were caused by 
small bands of strolling Indians rather than by those on Pi-a-pot’s reserve. The 
annoyance ceased on the appearance of the police, who were withdrawn when the 
Indian Department had no further occasion for their services. : : 

In connection herewith, I would say that Indians are apt to be credited with 
<ommission of offences of which they are often innocent; and, further, that settlers 
are expected to take reasonable care of their property. There is no lack of unscru- 
pulous men who will take advantage of the proximity of unoffending Indians to lay 
to their door offences of which they themselves, are the sole authors and perpetrators. 
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In August last a settler reported that a party of Indians had forcibly entered his 
house, the door of which was padlocked, by drawing the staple, and abstracted certain 
articles. The Indians were followed and arrested early the next morning, and when 
tried, the prosecutor wished to withdraw the charge; and his brother stated that, so 
far from the entry being forcible, it was easier to draw the staple than to unlock the 
padlock, and, as a matter of fact, he always drew the staple himself when he had 
occasion to enter. The articles stolen consisted of a dollar and a-half in silver, a 
little flour and a knife. It is probable that had the staple not been so easily drawn 
the Indians (Sioux) would not have committed the crime for which they were 
punished, and seeing the difficulty of teaching all Indians the white man’s notions 
of meum and tuum, it the more behoves settlers to consider that prevention is better 
than cure. 

On the 14th June Mr, Murray, the Assistant Superintendent on the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, reported to headquarters that obstructions had been placed on the 
railway near Caron. A tomahawk had been driven in between the ends of two rails, 
and a few yards further on a piece of iron, called in railway parlance a hanger, had 
been placed over a rail, with its ends firmly fixed under a sleeper. A party of 
Indians was seen in the neighborhood of the obstruction heading for Moose Jaw, 
and thither a non-commissioned officer proceeded to make enquiries, but was unable- 
to gather any information. On the 17th, however, it was reported that an iron rail 
had been found placed along the track near Parkbeg, and Sergt. Blight, three men 
and an interpreter mounted, were at once despatched by rail to Swift Current, with 
orders to work back along both sides of the track towards Moose Jaw ; they returned 
to headquarters the following day, bringing with them three Indian prisoners, whom 
they had arrested on suspicion. At the preliminary examination of these men, on 
the 21st, it transpired that two of them, who were brothers, Assiniboines, named 
Ah-kee-tap and O-see-wat-a-ta, could point out the actual culprit, and were willing to. 
do so. A passing freight train was detained, and men and horses, with one of the 
informers, were immediately dispatched westward again. Two days later they returned, 
bringing inan Indian named “ Buffalo Calf,” who had been seen to place the rail on 
the track by the brothers aforesaid, and who was subsequently convicted on their 
evidence before Col. Richardson and a jury, and sent to the penitentiary for two 
years. This “ Buffalo Calf” was brother-in-law to the witnesses, and his motive for 
committing the crime could not be ascertained. He appeared to have found the raik 
lying alongside the track, and was warned by Ah-kee-tap that it would throw the 
train off. “ Buffalo Calf” told the interpreter, on one occasion, that a white man had 
told him to place the rail along the track, but the conversation happened to be inter- 
rupted and the Indian could not be induced to re-open the subject afterwards. The 
other Indians were discharged. 

It is fortunate that the Indians generally have not developed this tert ible 
method of redressing their grievances, whether fanciful or not. That such has not 
escaped their notice is shown by the Indian Osoop’s reference thereto at the time of 
the Crooked Lakes disturbance. He pointed out to Inepector Deane, on the evening 
of the 22nd February, that the Indians fully recognized the power for evil that lay 
in their hands with regard to the railroad, and their abstention from such mischief 
is much to their credit. 

Soon after midnight, on the 18th June, report was made to the officer command- 
ing at Battleford by Corp. Sleigh, of the detachment at ‘‘ Poundmaker’s” reserve, 

that an Indian had assaulted Instructor Craig, of the Indian Department; that he 
had followed the offender to the camp, where a large number of Indians had congre- 

ated for their annual “sun dance;” that the chiefs to whom he made application 

ad refused to deliver him up, and that the attitude of the Indians generally was so 
threatening that he felt it would be imprudent to attempt the arrest with the small 
number of mcn he had with him; he therefore reported the matter to Superintendent 
Crozier, commanding ‘ D’’ division. 

The gist of the complaint, as subsequently represented to Superintendent 
Crozier by the Indians, was that Mr. Craig had refused to give the Irdian some flour 
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which he asked for, and had “shoved” him, on which he struck the Indian 
Department official. 

Superintendent Crozier, with Inspector Antrobus and a detachment of twenty-five 
men, accompanied by the Indian agent, proceeded at 9 a.m. of the same day to the 
camp. Leaving the detachment at adistance, he went with Mr. McRae and two men to 
endeavor to identify aud arrest the offender, but as he was not to be seen and the 
Indians would give no information or assistance he retired; and subsequently, at 
McRae’s suggestion, decided not to attempt the arrest until the conclusion of the 
“sundance.” In the meantime, in consequence of the behavior and temper of the 
Indians he sent to Battleford for reinforcements and moved to the old agency build- 
ing, about three miles east of the camp, to await their arrival, taking with him the 
Indian Department stores and some cattle. 

“On passing the camp and medicine lodge” he says, “the Indians made a 
tremendous demonstration, riding through and about the camp, firing off their rifles, 
and shouting. They did not fire at us; at least, their bullets went into the air and 
over our heads.” The old buildings were put in such a state of defence as circum- 
stances permitted, and there the party waited until the morning of the 20th, the 
reinforcements having arrived and the “sun dance” having been brought to a con- 
clusion the previous evening. Superintendent Crozier now recommenced the negotia- 
tions which finally resulted in the apprehension of the offender. As far as he could 
judge, the chiefs, including “ Big Bear,” did all in their power to cause the guilty man 
to be given up to justice, notwithstanding that they deemed their influence with the 
bucks insufficient tor the purpose, and it would seem that they were acting in good 
faith, from the following extract of Superintendent Crozier’s report: ‘ The chiefs at 
last agreed to deliver the prisoner to me at the place where we were quartered, and 
there let him take his trial; but on arriving within about half a mile of the build- 
ings, on the top of a hill, though the chiefs, ‘ Big Bear’ and ‘ Poundmaker,’ came with 
me to the house, the men refused to come further. Up to this time I did not know 
the prisoner; I only knew he was in the party. Seeing that negotiations for the 
voluntary surrender of the prisoner were no longer of avail, I gave orders to Inspec- 
tor Antrobus to bring up to the hill, where'the Indians were, the mounted and footmen 
See having horses for all) and explained the position they were respectively to 
take up. 

“ t weut ahead with my interpreter and Craig to identify the prisoner, not having 
taken Craig before to avoid annoying the Indians. I had been among them but 
a few minutes when the police were seen by the Indians coming up, and they began 
to scatter, and get themselves into position. TheIndians, by this time, were intensely 
excited, and making the most threatening and indescribable noises. Some of the 
older ones, including ‘ Big Bear,’ shouting ‘Peace! Peace!’ Craig, in the mean- 
time, could not see the prisoner; he had hidden himself. I shouted to the Indians: 
‘ Bring me the prisoner, or I shall arrest you all, if we have to fight for it.’ 

“Lucky Man’ shortly after brought him to me; this was the first time I had 
seen him. When I was about to put my hand on him to arrest him, he stepped aside 
and said, ‘Don’t touch me.’ The Indians became more excited than ever. I said, 
‘I shall not touch you if you come with me.’ This he refused to do. Inspector 
Antrobus suggested to me that I should ask Mr. Wm. McKay, of the Hudson Bay 
Company, who was present, to try and induce the prisoner to come along quietly; 
but he refused to listen to him. When he failed to persuade him, I seized the prisoner, 
at the same time ordering men to my assistance. The Indians crowded about us, but 
I had the prisoner surrounded by a strong escort of horse and footmen, then took 
him struggling, to the buildings we had fortified.” Superintendent Crozier concludes 
with a eulogy on the men of his detachment, whose coolness and steadiness were 
very praiseworthy. With the arrest of the prisoner the excitement wore off, the 
Indians apparently deeming it expedient to submit to the inevitable. 

On the afternoon of the 4th October last, a half breed boy reported to Superin- 
tendent MclIllree, at Maple Creek, that a half-breed had been killed at the forks of the 
Red Deer, and twenty-five horses stolen, it was supposed by Indians. As the trail 
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led up the Red Deer River in the direction of the Blackfoot crossing, the Indians 
were evidently heading for the Macleod district, and Superintendent Mcllree tele- 
graphed to Superintendent Cotton, commanding at that post, giving notice of the 
circumstances. By the afternoon of the 7th, Superintendent Cotton had received 
information that a war party of Blood Indians had arrived on their reserve the previous 
day, with some stolen horses in their possession. A strong party of police despatched 
thither succeeded in recovering ten of the horses, and in arresting “ Wolf Pawing,” 
one of the war party, the rest of whom made good their escape through the thick 
bush in which they were encamped. As the murdered half-breed was alone, and no 
Indians had been seen by any one at the Red Deer at the time of the outrage, the 
identification of the murderer was impossible. “ Wolf Pawing” voluntarily stated 
that he was a member of a war party, consisting of sundry men, giving their names, 
and that they stole, in all, twelve horses, which were evidently unwatched, as they saw 
no one in the neighborhood, and they drove them off accordingly, without let or 
hindrance, He said that a party of Piegans, either from American or Canadian 
territory, was at the forks of the Red Deer simultaneously with his own party. 

Superintendent Cotton subsequently recovered ten more of the stolen horses, two 
from the Blood, and the remainder from the Piegan reserves, thus accounting for 
twenty-two of the twenty-five originally stolen, and ascertained that of the balance, 
one died, shortly after the theft, and two were taken into the South Piegan agency, in 
Montana. The recovered animals were handed over to a half-breed, George Gunn, 
representing the respective owners. 

A second Indian, by name“ Man Hating” was arrested as being with “‘ Wolf 
Pawing,” a ringleader of the aforesaid war party, and both were sentenced to two 
years in the penitentiary for the horse stealing. 

Superintendent Cotton is satisfied that there were two, if not more, war parties on 
foot at the time. Superintendent Mclllree reports that the halfbreed who was 
killed, “ went out alone, and evidently got on the trail ofthe war party and followed 
it. His body was found in the timber afew miles from Leveille’s house, with three 
wounds in the region of the heart; he had evidently done a good deal of shooting 
himself before he met his death, as a number of empty shells were found close to his 
body, but whether he killed or wounded any of his assailants I do not know.” It 
has now been ascertained beyond a doubt that the murder was not committed by 
Canadian Indians, for the Indian agent at Fort McLeod has found that “ two 
eu of South Piegans- left the agency at a short interval between each other, the 

rst sete mounted, the second on foot. They arrived almost simultaneously at the 
Red Deer; the mounted party stole a band of horses and started for home, and the 
others, seeing the new trail, followed after. It appears the man ‘ Paul’ started in 
pursuit, catching up the first party at night. He fired upon them without effect, 
and an Indian named ‘ Big Mouth Spring,’ South Piegan, returning the fire, killed 
the half-breed. 

“The above was obtained from a Blood Indian named ‘ Bull’s Horn,’ a reliable 
oh who got the information from one of the South Piegans belonging to the war 
party.” 

I allude elsewhere to the necessity for strengthening the division at Fort MacLeod, 
and only mention it here in order to point out that the work there in the future will 
be much more arduous than it has been in the past. The Indians in the neighbor- 
hood, Bloods, Blackfeet and Piegans, number close on 1,000 warriors, with blood rela- 
tions on the other side of the line within easy distance. This computation does not 
include the Sarcees, whose reserve is in the Calgary police district, but who are not 
to be lost sight of altogether. 

The western Indians have been comparatively quiet during the year. They are 
the most warlike, and the best armed and mounted Indians in the Terri- 
tories. They have not been hitherto called upon to work for their rations, 
and the loss of the Buffalo has not inconveniently affected their stomachs ; but it is 
my firm conviction, which I should fail in my duty if I didnot express, and which 
time alone can verify or dispel, that the present generation of these Indians will not 
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be induced to work, and that the whiteman’s cattle will compensate for the reduction 
of rations consequent on such refusal. The Indian Department have a difficult task 
before them, and ere long the police post at Macleod will require to be doubled, in 
order to sustain them and protect the interests of the settlers. I would strongly 
recommend that the United States Government be requested to remove their South 
Piegan reservation further to the southward, and away from tho international boun- 
dary, in like manner as our Indians have been removed northward in the interests 
of the American settlers. The murders of Pollock and the half-breed at the Red Deer 
by South Piegan Indians is evidence, if any is required, of the necessity either of 
the removal of the reserve or of its occupants being prevented from raiding north- 
wards. An Indian whom I punished this season for bringing stolen horses into 
Canada complained bitterly that the South Piegans had stolen all his horses, left him 
without means of transport for his family, and gone unpunished; that he, when he 
had succeeded in stealing one of their horses, to compensate in some measure, for his 
loss, was arrested and punished by his own friends, to whom he had done no wrong. 
I trust that you will, if possible, take the matter into your favourable consideration. 


ASSISTANCE TO THE INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


Every possible assistance has been rendered to the Indian Department generally. 
In the headquarter district two constables were detached to Indian Head, and two. 
to Broadview, to assist at the annual treaty payments to the Indians. An officer and 
ten men from Calgary attended the payments at the Blackfoot crossing, and a. 
sergeant and nine men escorted the annuity money to Macleod. A party under a 
non-commissioned officer attended the payments at the Sarceo reserve, and Superin- 
tended Herchmer escorted the annuity money to Edmonton. Anescort was similarly 
furnished to the paying officers in the Macleod district. The treaty money for the 
Indians in the northern district was escorted thither by Inspector Howe and a small 
detachment, and its distribution among the Indians was made under the escort of, 
and in some cases by, members of the force. Two constables from Prince Albert 
escorted the sub-Indian agent to Smith’s reserve. Sergt. Brooks, at the agent’s 
request, was detached to Fort-d-la-Corne, to make the treaty payments at that place, 
and Sergt. Keenan and two constables were similarly entrusted with the payment of 
the treaty money to the Indians at Green Lake, a distance of 200 miles. 


THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY. 


The progress of the Canadian Pacific Railway has been made as uninterruptedby 
as heretofore. The large influx of miners and others into the vicinity of the mines. 
in the mountains on the resumption of the train service in the spring, necessitated a 
material increase in the strength of the Calgary division, the headquarter strength of 
which it was advisable to diminish as little as possible. In March last Inspector 
Steele, who was commanding at Calgary, in the absence of Superintendent Mclllree, 
on leave, reported that preparations were on foot for the illicit distillation of liquor 
in the mountains, and in Jane called attention to the difficulty of checking illegal 
importations into British Columbia under the narrow latitude imposed by the Peace 
Preservation Act in the vicinity of public works, This latitude was subsequently 
extended to twenty miles on each side of the railway track. On the 10th May in 
consequence of a message from the manager of construction, anticipating trouble at 
Holt City and its neighborhood, Sergt. Fury and ten men were posted there for 
duty, two being retained at the 27th siding, and a corporal and four men at Silver 
City, and these men, for the time, maintained order amidst the rowdy element in a 
highly creditable manner. On the 5th June Superintendent Herchmer assumed 
command of the Calgary district, being accompanied from headquarters by a rein- 
forcement for “E”’ division, of two non-commissioned officers and twenty-two men. 
On the 21st June a detachment of mounted men was dispatched to the Columbia 
River, to protect the railway company’s property and interests at that point. 
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Superintendent Herchmer was notified by telegram, on the 20th October, that 
a man named Wm. Foster had been murdered at the end of the track, and on the 
23rd of the same month the murderer, one Finn, was arrested in the train at Kannaskis, 
and sent back to the end of the track for trial. 

On the 14th inst. » telegram from the end of the track to the Department called 
for more police at the Columbia, where liquor traders were retarding the work of 
construction, and I dispatched thither a reinforcement of one non-commissioned 
officer and five men from headquarters, adding thereto one constable from Maple 
Creek. These were all the men available for the purpose. In reply to enquiry, 
Inspector Steele reports no injury being done to the Canadian Pacific Railway works, 
as far as operations have gone, from this end, which has not yet reached the 150 
miles over which we have jurisdiction. This limit extends about twenty miles 
beyond the second crossing of the Columbia. So far no contractors have reached 
nearer than thirty miles of the second crossing of the Columbia. Inspector Steele 
reports all contractors within our limits satisfied. 

The following table shows the various stations on the railroad west of Laggan 
and their distance from Calgary, our most westerly headquarter post :— 


Miles. 
LA ggan..ccccccescccsccecceececsceccecsesccccsessossscssescescecscsseceteee 117 
Company’s StOre BIGING....cecceeeerecsecnseeeseesennnenneeaes setssasoaes LOU 
Kicking Horse Pass.....ccccscseseees Misaashesc eh eenecse Geeusetas seceee 164} 
Moberly House......cecscsccscssescesseceees dsetes Vaceddeaseaeuteasets+emunlal® 
First crossing Columbia.....ccccsscsecsesrseees MGedecsecstecstrsicsve Loe 
Beaver Croeks..ccccosssecscerscscecccsccssesscessccnescococsssessnsseseees LOD 


An outrage was reported from Golden City, British Columbia, on the 27th ultimo, 
a man named Baird having been murdered near that place on the date named, and 
robbed of over $4,000. The murderer has not yet been captured. From a 
subsequent report it appears that this man was murdered at a point twenty-seven 
miles from the line of railway in British Columbia, being thus outside the limit of 
our jurisdiction. 


HORSE STEALING. 


The prevalence of horse stealing by white men, half-breeds and Indians, indis- 
criminately throughout the Territories, isa marked feature of this year’s annals of 
crime, and in connection therewith I would take leave to say a few words which are 
not uncalled for by past experience, The extension of the boundaries of police 
jurisdiction from Manitoba on the one side to a point 150 miles west of the summit 
of the Rocky Mountains on the other, has, of course, considerably diminished the 
effective strength of the force available for duty in the Territories ; and that, taken in 
conjunction with the fact that in the month of June last no less than thirty-six non- 
commissioned officers and men took their discharge on completion of their term of 
service, cannot but have detracted from our ability to afford police assistance in 
many cases, It is necessary to record that police posts, as now constituted, contain- 
ing valuable Government stores, cannot be absolutely denuded of their occupants 
under any circumstances; further, that even police horses have their limits of 
endurance. 

The experience of the past year has shown that in many cases a settler having 
lost his horses, whether through their having strayed or been stolen, considers that 
he has only to report the loss to the police and that they will immediately scour the 
country in search thereof. Far be it from me to attribute such ideas to the settlers 
as a whole, who in many cases have acted for themselves with commendable prompt- 
itude, but to the small and noisy minority who are never contented. The following 
instance is a sufficient illustration: In June last a telegram was received at a police 
post to this effect: “ Pie-a-pot’s Indians stole team of horses from me last night; will 
you please find them. Answer.” The sender was requested by telegram to forward 
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description of horses and any particulars by mail ; the description arrived and a certain 
Indian named, of a certain reserve, was mentioned as the thief. The complainant 
was directed to take out a warrant and hand it into a certain police post for execu- 
tion. The Indian was discovered and found not to be the man, It transpired that 
there was another Indian of the same name belonging to another reserve. That 
reserve was visited with the same result. The complainant then conjectured that 
some Sioux Indian at Wood Mountains might have taken the horses, and wished the 
constable to proceed thither at once, a distance of 150 miles. This the constable 
declined to do without orders, and excited the wrath of the complainant accordingly. 
Finally the latter heard of his horses having been seen in a northerly direction near 
Long Lake, and in companywith a non-commissioned officer from the police post 
procceded thither. They were fortunate enough to find and recover the horses, but 
the thief escaped. The complainant, when informed that on the arrest of the 
Indian he would be required to give evidence, was very indignant at the prospect of 
having to sacrifice more of his valuable time. 

The expense to the Government attendant on this and similar expeditions will 
have been sufficiently brought to your notice by the accounts submitted for payment, 
without further reference herein. 

In happy contrast to this experience is that of a western horse dealer, who lost 
a band of six horses from Regina, After searching for them himself for three days, 
he gave notice of the loss to the police post, acknowledged with thanks the distribu- 
tion of hand-bills giving descriptions, and a week later went out of his way to report 
to the post that he had found his horses, which had strayed twenty miles south of the 
railway. 

In June last, in accordance with your instructions, I detached Inspector Mac- 
donell to make enquiries and report upon the prevalence of horse stealing in that 
section of the country west of the Manitoba boundary, wherein it had been represented 
that lawless bands from the other side of the line were committing frequent depreda- 
tions. Inspector Macdonell, in his report, dated 7th July, stated that although the 
number of horses stolen during the previous year, within a radius of forty miles of the 
American frontier, could not be ascertained to have exceeded nine, yet there was cause 
for grave apprehension in the future, His report continues “ The country is fairly 
well settled, and emigrants are coming in daily. The settlers appear to have very 
few arms, and to be very little accustomed to their use. * * * It is well to bear 
in mind that the American ‘Cowboy’ (erroneously so called) or horse thief, isa 

-desperado of the worst description, who holds the life of a man as cheaply as that of 
an animal, being always well mounted and armed.” 

“On the 29th ult. I called on Mr. Troyer, J.P., who lives on the Souris. While at 
his house I saw a band of horses being driven toward the American line. Being 
fully satisfied that they were stolen, I at once took steps to get up a pursuing party, 
chiefly with a view of teaching the settlers to help themselves in protecting their 
stock. After a great deal of time and much difficulty I only gota party of four, 
poorly mounted and indifferently armed. I had a pony, no saddle, and with such an 
outtit had very little hope of coming up with the thieves. We camped that night 
near the line, and at daylight continued the pursuit into Dakota, when the party 
complained of being tired, not being accustomed to riding, and that their ponies were 
used up. We then took the trail for home, Mr. Troyer and I leaving the others, as 
they went in a different direction. One hour later we met a party of mounted men 
driving a band of loose horses towards us. Owing to the nature of the ground I did 
not see them until they were close. Seeing my uniform, they immediately drow off 
from the trail about 100 yards, rounded up the band, dismounted, and signailod me 
to pass on by the trail. I knew that I was powerles, but could not bring myself to 
pass on by their order without at loast making some show. I drew off the trail, and 
as I got near them each one dropped on his knee and covered me with his rifle, order- 
ing me to stand, I got within about twenty-five yards of them and halted, and a few 
words passed between us * * * Furthor west, in the vicinity of Wood Mountain, 
I was informed on reliable authority that a great many horses had been stolen. 
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Settlers there are now bringing their horses north, as they find they cannot hold 
them, horse stealing never having been carried on so boldly as it has been this season. 
On arrival at Moosomin I found the inhabitants in a state of terror, owing to the 
presence of strangers in the village who were looked upon as desperadoes. 

With reference to the remarks that horse stealing has never been so prevalent before, 
it is clear that the effect is explainable by the cause. As the country becomes more and 
more settled, so many more temptations will be presented to the maurauding desper- 
adoes, who have not to face, on this side of the line, the contingency by bullet or rope, 
which attends their exercise of their calling on the other. The temptations will 
increase, as I have said, year by year, and, although the small detachment which has 
done duty during the past season from the Manitoba boundary to the Moose Mountain 
district has been successful in preventing outrage in its own section of country, it is 
not probable that a party of similar strength (one non-commissioned officer and seven 
men) will suffice in the future. Three constables with horses remain at Alameda for 
duty in the neighborhood during the winter. As I have stated in a previous report, 
a band of stolen horses is usually driven at its utmost speed, the thieves riding and 
relieving each horse in turn, until the American frontier is crossed. Any horses that 
drop out from exhaustion are abandoned. With pre-arranged plans, a thorough 
knowledge of the country, and accurate information as to the whereabouts of the 

olice, the thieves make straight for their objective point and trust to their own 
Natainlnaube to tide them over any unforeseen difficulties. The lengths to which that 
determination will carry them is exemplified in Inspector Macdonell’s report. 
A band of stolen horses has been known to cross the boundary within twelve hours 
of leaving the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway. These things being so, it is clear 
that the prospect of intercepting horses and thieves, except by means of strong 
detached parties along the frontier, is very slight, and with them the communication, 
to be effectual, must be more rapid than is at present possible. I have before advo- 
cated the re-establishment of a post at Wood Mountain, which I propose should be 
the headquarters of a strong division connected by telegraph with Regina. This 
division should furnish outposts of varying strength, according to circumstances, along 
the whole line of frontier from the Manitoba boundary to Wood Mountain, and should 
from thence connect with an outpost in the Cypress Hills from the Maple Creek 
division,: which would require to be strengthened for the purpose. Farther still to 
the westward the division at Macleod is numerically inadequate to the duties required 
of it, and in the present strength of the force, with demands on all sides, there are no: 
men that can be spared elsewhere to send thither. You are aware that the construc- 
tion ofa railway line has been commenced between Medicine Hat and Lethbridge. 
Although the work has been suspended for the winter, a large number of men will 
necessarily be employed in the spring, and this will entail the employment of a 
strong police contingent along the line, to preserve order, suppress liquor traffic, and 
prevent horse stealing. It is most important that Macleod shonld be connected by 
telegraph with Calgary. All messages now have to be conveyed to and fro by road. 
The cost of such a line would not be great; poles are procurable under most favorable: 
conditions at Calgary, Sheep Creek, High River, and along the Porcupine Hills. All 
the military posts in the United States are connected by telegraph. 

In July last 1 detached Superintendent Mclllree to Fort Assiniboine, M.T., to 
enquire whether the military authorities on the other side would be willing, and be 
at liberty, to co-operate with us in the suppression of horse stealing. Col. Coppin- 
ger replied that the United States troops would be glad to aid us in every way to 
suppress this crime, but that they were not at liberty to do so, without permission 
from superior authority, He, however, communicated with Gen. Ruger, at Helena, 
who referred the matter to department head quarters, whence it was forwarded to 
Washington. On the Ist of September, Col. Coppinger telegraphed to Super- 
intendent Mclllree his regret that he was “ not permitted by the authorities to enter 
into any negotiations on the subject.” Col. Coppinger explained to Superinten- 
dent MclIllree that his powers are limited to recovering Government horses and put- 
ting intruders off Indian reserves, Gen. Ruger, in an interim communication to 
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Col. Coppinger, mentioned the current report that fifteen or twenty horse thieves 
had been linched in the Missouri River and Musselshell regions, but Superintendent 
Mclllree is inclined to think the reports exaggerated. There is no doubt that some 
men were hanged, and others shot, but not in sufficieat numbers to break up the 
organized gangs of horse thieves. Superintendent MclIllree, during his visit, saw, at 
Assiniboine, a number of a gang, which included a fugitive from justice on this side, 
and considers that many of the horse thieves and whiskey smugglers fit out there. 

Colonel Coppinger very kindly sent out a strong party, under command of an 
officer, to try and obtain trace of nineteen horses, in consequence of atelegram from 
Swift Current notifying their loss, but without success. You are aware that we have 
employed, during the past season, a party of scouts, their headquarters being Maple 
Creek, and themselves being under the able direction of Sergt. Paterson of “ A” 
division, These men have been very useful and their work very hard, Sergt. 

Paterson’s monthly reports will have kept you informed as to the work performed 
by these men; and the result of their unceasing exertions is best shown by the almost 
entire absence of the provelent crime in their section of country. Experience has 
proved that in order to obtain “laborers worthy of their hire” the pay of scouts 
must be materially increased, for the rate hitherto paid has not been sufficient to 
deter them from relinquishing their employment at any moment to accept a better 
offer. I consider that $3.00 would be none to much, on the understanding that they 
provide two horses for their own use, It is difficult to induce them to to take proper 
care of horse flesh unless it is their own property, and the extra expenditure of 
money would be more than counterbalanced by the saving in other ways. I think, 
too, that they should be supplied with rations while on actual duty with the police. 
For rapid work of this kind, pack animals are required, and for this purpose small 
mules would be more serviceable than any other animal. It is of great importance 
that scouting should be commenced in the spring, as soon as the snow disappears. 
As Sergt. Paterson reports: ‘Just as the grass grows sufficiently to make food is 
a favorite time for Indians to go on the war psth, and unless a trail is found vory 
shortly after it is made, it is almost impossible to fullow it.” Hence, I trust I may 
receive considerable accession of strength, both in men and horses, to make our efforts 
effectual. 

Informatiog having been received that four stolen police horses were at Messrs. 
Stuart, Kohr Co’s ranch. Sergt.Major Douglas was recently dispatched thither 
from Maple Creek to recover them, with a possibility of obtaining others. At 
Fort Maginnis he met one of the above mentioned firm, who caused his herd to be‘drivem 
into a corral, where the non-commissioned officers at once recognized the animals he 
‘was in search of. Mr. Anderson told him that the horses had been taken from theives 
about 100 miles down the river from Rocky Point (south of the boundary 
line), where the thieves were surprised, and a complete outfit for defacing brands 
found in their camp. The cowmen on that occasion took about eighty head of horses 
‘from the thieves, and Sergt.-Major Douglas was told, in reply to enquiries that, “that 
gang would not steal any more horses.” The Stock Association charged $15 for each 
animal recovered, and signified their willingness to refund the same in the event of 
our recovering any of their horses free of charge. Mr, Anderson was ready to hand 
over any animal that could be recognized or sworn to as stolen. Sergt.-Major 
Douglas was informed that a horse thieving connection extends from Minnesota to 
Mexico, and that they have agents on this side to disposo of stolen stock. 

The list of criminals convicted and punished during the year, as shown by the 
‘Appendix, is an evidence of the work successfully performed by the police, which 
it is unnecessary to review in detail. 

I may, however, instance the breaking up of a gang of five half-breed horse 
thieves, which conduced much to the credit of the constable concerned therein, and 
that of a young farmer (owner of two of the horses) who accompanied him. 

On the first of July constable Hooper, stationed at Troy, was instructed by 
Wlegraph from headquarters to accept the offer of a mount by one Goldstine, and 
follow thieves who had stolen four horses from that place on the previous night. 
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Having, on the information of John Paul, the aforesaid farmer, obtained a warrant 
‘from a Broadview magistrate, for the arrest of four of the gang in question, he 
followed them from Troy (recovering on the road one of the stolen horses, which had 
been traded with a settler) to the neighborhood of the Turtle Mountains, found them 
‘with another of the stolen animals in their possession, apprehended, and brought 
them to Regina, where they were sentenced to various terms in the penitentiary by 
Col. Richardson. After the conviction constable Hooper followed and arrested 
near Fort Ellice a fifth member of the gang, who stole the other two horses. One 
of these was taken from the thief and restored to its owner by “ Little Child,” a 
chief on the Crooked Lakes reserve, and the other died while on its way north in 
the thief’s possession, This prisoner received a sentence of three years in the 
nitentiary. On the 3rd of August these five convicts were accompanied to Stony 
ountain by two other horse thieves, one apprehended by constables Parkins and 
Halliday, from Fort Qu’Appelle, at the south branch of the Saskatchewan, with the 
stolen mare in his possession, and the other, an Assiniboine Indian who was arrested 
by interpreter Leveille near the Cypress Hills, and admitted his guilt. Between 10 
p.m. of the 14th September last, and 4 a.m, next day, fifteen horses were stolen from 
the Bell Farm and driven rapidly southwards to the line. This was evidently the work 
of an organized gang of horse thieves from beyond the border, as shown by the 
sequel. The horses were driven directly south from Indian Head, having crossed 
the Missouri about thirty-two miles to the eastward of Fort Buford. Some time 
after 4 a.m. on the 15th, Major Bell, with a party of men and Indian, 
started after the thieves. He telegraphed to me, and to constable Hooper, at Troy, 
and the latter at once hired the only two obtainable horses in the place, and 
with another constable, followed in pursuit. These horses, unfortunately, played out 
after going about forty miles, and constable Hooper was compelled to give up the 
chase and return to Troy. Major Bell, who had the most reasonable prospect of 
coming up with the thieves, appears to have lost the trail, as on the 16th he notified 
to me his return from the south-east without trace of the thieves, and enquired 
whether I had sent out any constables. Seeing that Regina is forty miles to the west 
of Indian Head, and the fugitives were travelling south from the later place, a party 
starting from Regina must necessarily have travelled along the third side of a triangle, 
and it would have been a good day’s ride merely to pick up the trail (suppos- 
ing even that they could have struck it by taking a south-easterly direction at chance) 
and their horses must then have halted for rest; the thieves, meanwhile, driving their 
unfortunate animals to exhaustion. To resume the account; I informed Major Bell 
that I had telegraphed to the officers commanding at Forts Buford and Assiniboine, 
asking them to do what they could towards recovering the stolen horses ; meanwhile, 
I knew that constable Hooper would not relinquish the pursuit as long as there was any 
chance of success.. On the 16th I heard that he and his companion had been able to 
roceed no further, and Sergt. Blight and two men were sent from Regina, at Major 
ell’s request, to accompany another party which was about to start. 

This party started the next morning, and followed the trail to the Missouri 
River, picking up on the road one of the missing horses, which had “ played out” 
and been abandoned. At the Missouri Sergt. Blight reports that, having changed 
into plain clothes, he went toFort Buford, thirty-two miles to the westward, on the 
way finding two more of the stolen horses, which were tied to a fence at a ranchman’s 
Tee At Fort Buford he engaged the services of the United States Deputy 

arshal, and retraced his steps to the crossing of the Missouri, whence, with the 
Deputy Marshal, two constables, an interpreter and three Indians, he followed up the 
trail. Up to the time of their reaching the river the trail had showed that seventeen 
horses were in the band, but on the other side the marks of only nine could be found, 
the inference being that some of the balance were too much exhausted to swim across 
and weie drowned, Sergt. Blight’s report thus describes their further journey :— 
“ Continuing through the bad lands, where we were for thirty-six hours without food 
or water, we arrived on the bank of the Yellowstone River, and there in the bush 
found four of the stolen horses tied up to trees, but nobody with them. I removed 
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the horses and camped close by. On searching further I discovered some harness 
and saddlery belonging to the ‘ Bell Farming Company.’ I had hopes that the thieves 
would return to feed the horses, but they, having most likely received information of 
our whereabouts, did not do so; soon the following day we proceeded to the Benny 
Piers, taking the recovered stock with us. There, owing to the stock having been 
so overdriven, we had to rest fora couple of days, and then proceeded to Ridge 
Lawn. On arrival at this place, from information I received, accompanied by the 
Deputy Marshal and one constable, I proceeded to where the thieves were said to 
reside, and there discovered a gang of eight, all well armed, so the Deputy Marshal 
deemed it advisable to send to Miles City for a sheriff’s posse. While we were wait- 
ing for this assistance the thieves broke camp and started for Glendive, were met by 
the sheriff, arrested and taken to Miles City. Finding I could do nothing further 
in the matter we started for Indian Head, taking with us the recovered stock ; arrived 
there on the 16th October, and handed over stock to Major Bell.” 

In August last, in consequence of a communication from the Collector of Customs 
at Brandon, to the effect that thieves with forty head of horses were in the Riding 
Mountains, Supt. Shurtliff proceeded northwards from Brandon, in company with 
Mr. Hessan, to ascertain, if possible, their exact location, sending on his party of one 
non-commissioned officer and eight men to Newdale to await orders, It had been 
reported to Dr. Harrison, M. P. P., who lives about fifty miles north-east of Brandon, 
on the Littlo Saskatchewan River, that the horses were on a small prairie about 
fifteen miles up the Rolling River. ‘That part of the Riding Mountains” says Supt. 
Shurtliff, is densely crowded with timber, this prairie being the only Pie where 
the horses could go, there being only two trails leading to it, one from the mouth of 
Rolling River and the other from the Hudson Bay Company’s post at Riding 
Mountain.” Having, on the recommendation of Mr, Armitt, in charge of the Hudson 
Bay post, engaged two reliable men to act as scouts, Supt. Shurtliff returned to 
Newdale for his detachment and conducted them to the Hudson Bay post in question, 
where he was met by the scouts and informed that there were no horses or tracks of 
horses in the vicinity. In order to verify this report, Supt. Shurtliff visited a settler, 
who lives at the mouth of Rolling River, and who was supposed to have originated 
the report about the thieves and horses. This he denied, and said further, that there 
had been only one horse thief in that neighborhood, and that he had gone’ into the 
mountains by way of the Hudson Bay post, and come out by his place with three 
horses. He, the settler, had bought one of the horses, not knowing the vendor to be 
- @ horse thief, and that the two othérs had been sold in Rapid City—these latter were 
subsequently seized for Custom duties. 

Superintendent Shurtliff's report concludes: “I have found that these thieves 
have agents to inform them when there are any parties to arrest them, and therefore 
found it necessary to travel night and day to arrest them, if possible, before they could 
get information of our being in pursuit of them.” ‘ 

This party, as constituted above, then proceeded to watch the southern frontier 
of Manitoba in the interests of the settlers, as opposed to the horse thieving fraternity, 
io were, I am happy to report, on that or on other accounts, conspicuous by their 
absence. 

In connection with horse stealing, no less than in other crimes, the Vagrant Act 
has been found, in the West, to be very efficacious. Suspicious characters who have 
been in the habit of loitering about, with no apparent means of gaining a livelihood, 
notwithstanding that, in some cases they have been well supplied with money, and 
who, it is well known, are merely acquiring local information and awaiting opportuni- 
ties to raid settlers’ horses, or commit some other breach of the law, have been given 
twenty-four hours to quit the place; and, as arule, they have promptly availed them- 
selves of the invitation. u 

The clause in the Larceny Act providing for the bringing of stolen abd sa | into 
Canada has also a very beneficial effect, and it is to be regretted that a similar law is 
not in force in the United States, 
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A great deal has been written ani said about the illegal liquor traffic and the 
action of the police in connection therewith, and it may not be mal apropos if I take 
the opportunity to say a few words on the subject. 

The suppression of this traffic is the most disagreeable duty which the police 
are called upon to perform, On the one hand, they are condemned for omission or 
neglect of duty, and on the other for interested and undue severity. Under no 
circumstances, except in the case of a trader quarrelling with his associates, can 
information be obtained as to the possession or traffic of liquor. Settlers will not 
incur the odium of becoming informers, however much they may deprecate the 
existence of liquor manufacture or trafficin their midst, and when I say they will 
not become informers, I mean that they will not give even secret information which 
will tend to the conviction of the law breakers. The information obtainable from 
the latter is meagre enough, for the profits of the traffic far exceed an occasional 
half fine paid to an informer, as may be supposed when a single five gallon keg of 
spirit easily changed hands at Standoff, the other day, at the admittedly low price 
of $60. 

In connection with the convictions that followed this and other extensive deal- 
ings in that neighborhood recently, the monstrous doctrine was inculeated that a 
policeman “in full uniform” may be respected for doing his duty, but that a police- 
man who appears to be other than he is, in order to detect a breach of the law, is 
worthy of being held up to public execration. 

hile upon this subject I would venture to bring to your notice the urgent neces- 
sity that exists for the appointment of a public prosecutor in each judicial district. 
The odium that has been so freely lavished upon police officcrs who are justices of the 
peace is largely due to the want of such an official, and I must say, in justice to 
those officers who have done their duty, under difficult circumstances, that the 
reflex of the popular opinion entertained as to informers has been unduly cast upon 
them, and for this reason: That local magistrates, as a rule, are averse to trying 
liquor cases, whenever the responsibility can be avoided—They are living in a com- 
munity wherein their acquaintances, customers, clients, perhaps friends, may be 
implicated, and it is only natural that they should be glad to shift the burden on to 
other shoulders. The police officer accepts the situation, not because of its inherent 
attractions, but because it is his duty. 


LUNATICS. 


I would very strongly urge the adoption of some method whereby lunatics who 
have been committed to custody as “dangerous” can be provided for other than in 
the police guard rooms, 

Six lunatics of this class have been confined in the guard room at Regina dur- 
ing the past years and although under the able treatment of the principal medical 
officer, some have been restored to reason and their friends, a prison cell is obviously 
not the most desirable piace of restraint. 

These lunatics have for the most part been very violent, and objectionable in 
every way, and their ceaseless sleepless chatter and howling has seriously interfered 
with the rest of the other prisoners and of the guard. 

I append a list showing the number of admissions under this head, and the sub- 

Sequent disposal of each. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


List of adjudged Dangerous Lunatics confined at Regina, during the year ended 
31st December, 1884. 
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1884. 1884. 
May 20...|Robt. Moore...... Broadview......|July 7...|Handed over to his brother by order of His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, on 7th 
July, 1884. 
June 2...}Geo. Collins...... Regina.......... do 24...)Transferred to Manitoba penitentiary by order of 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, on 24th 
July, 1884. 
Aug. 2...|/Valerins Stenube|Calgary ..... ..|/Aug. 20...|Handed over to his brother by order of His 


Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, on 20th 
August, 1884, 
do 19...|Orooked Nose....|Ft.Qu’Appelle|Sept. 7...|Discharged from custody, cured. 
Sept. 21...|Robt. Robertson.|Carrot River...|Oct. 6...|Handed over to his father by order of His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor, on 6th October, 


1884. 
Oct. 6...|Thunder.. ........|Battleford ...... Dec. 23...|Discharged, cured, 23rd December, 1884. 


MAIL SERVICE. 


From Moose Jaw westward the mails vid the Canadian Pacific Railway have 
been conveyed to and froin charge of members of the force, their number varying 
with the alterations in the train service. Three constables from headquarters have 
performed this duty between Moose Jaw and Medicine Hat, two of the Maple Creek 
division from Medicine Hat to Calgary, and two of the Calgary division from that 
place to Laggan. : 

These men are sworn officials of the postal Department, and in the absence of 


aught to the contrary, have carried out their duties to the satisfaction, no less of the 


postal Department, than of myself. 


AUGMENTATION OF FORCE. 


I trust, in the foregoing report, I have sufficiently shown the need of an increase 
to the number of non-commissioned officers and men in the force, to enable us to 
comply with the daily increasing requirements of advancing settlement and 
civilization, If I may suggest, I would say that 300 additional men should be 
obtained as soon as possible ; that these should be recruited in Eastern Canada ; should 
be men of undeniable physique and character, accustomed to horses and able to ride. 
With such men the necessary training, including a course of instruction in police 
duties, can be more rapidly completed than if equitation, in addition to the rudiments 
of foot and arm drill, has to be taught. 


ARMS, 


The new revolvers, Enfields, are very serviceable weapons, and I would recom- 
mend that the force be completely equipped therewith. Many of the revolvers now 
in use are worn out and useless, and require to be replaced. , 

The revolver ammunition is far from satisfactory. I receive constant com- 
plaints from all sides of the inferiority of these cartridges. They not unfrequently 


fail to explode, and Superintendent MclIllree reports that at target practice this year 
some of the balls did not reach the target, and many had not enough force at twelve 
yards to penetrate the wood. 


DRILL INSTRUCTORS. 


Hitherto the police demands upon us have left us no men to instruct. Recruits,. 
as fast as areal! having been drafted away to one post or another; but if, as I 
trust, the strength of the force is to be increased, an efficient staff of instructors is 
indispensable. 


SADDLERY—NUMNAUHS. 


The saddles continue to give every satisfaction. 

The new numnabs, however, require to be leather bound where the cincha 
crosses, and more particularly where the ring of the cincha rests, in order to obviate 
sore backs. 


CLOTHING AND KIT. 


The clothing and kit supplied are generally satisfactory, but the want of com- 
petent tailors is much felt. I would very strongly recommend the establishment of 
a master tailor and staff at headquarters, by whom the several articles of clothing 
can be fitted to the recipients. It is found that the articles of uniform are not, at all 
times, made strictly according to the measurements of the various sizes, and whether 
or not, a certain amount of alteration is invariably necessary, entailing inconvenience 
and undue expense. 


BABRACK FURNITURE. 


Now that so many permanent police posts have been established, I would res- 
pectfully press upon your notice the desirability of providing suitable barrack fur- 
niture for non-commissioned officers and men. 

Tron bedsteads are much needed to supersede the present boards and trestles, 
which are both uncomfortable and unsightly, and probably the best pattern is that 
which allows the lower half of the bedstead 1o slide under the upper when the bed 
is not required for use. 


BARRACKS, BUILDINGS, &¢. 


T alluded last year to the new posts erected at Regina, Fort Macleod, Maple 
Creek and Medicine Hat. Ground plans of these posts accompanied my report, and 
they, no doubt, conveyed an approximate idea of the amount of accommodation fur- 
nished, I have since forwarded the specifications which had not been completed at 
the date of transmission of my report for 1883. 

These buildings are all in a good state of repair, and it must be a matter of con- 
gratulation that their erection was completed at such comparatively small cost. 

I know of no such buildings, public or otherwise, having been built in an equally 
Seon ee manner, more particularly bearing in mind that efficiency was never lost 
sight of. 

On the 19th of May last the new barracks at Fort Macleod were taken over from 
the North-West Coal and Navigation Company, and occupied shortly after by “CO” 
division, a small party only being left as caretakers in the old buildings, 

A hay corral measuring 250 by 100 feet was added, together with a substantial 
oven ; and the post is now complete in every respect. ‘Lhe work, I may add, has been 
performed by the contracting company in the most satisfactory manner. 

I regret to have to report the loss by fire of two of the new stables at Fort 
Macleod. On the 28th August last about thirty-five tons of hay were necessarily 
stored in No. 2 stable, in the absence of a hay corral, which had not then been erected, 
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BUILDING OPERATIONS. 


Building has been carried on extensively during the past year. 

This: post (Regina) which was in course of erection at the date of the last 
Annual Report, has been completed. New barracks at Fort McLeod to replace 
those now in use, are in course of erection. New posts are about completed at 
“enya Hat and Maple Creek, and some additional buildings have been erected at 

algary. 

Ground plans of all these posts, on a scale suitable for lithographing and incor- 
porating in a printed report, are attached. The plans show the general arrangement, 
size of each building, and the purpose for which each is used. 

The post at Regina is composed principally of portable buildings, supplied by 
James Reilly & Co., of Sherbrooke, Quebec, and Messrs, Logan & O’Doherty, of 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

A detailed description of the construction of these buildings was given in last 
year’s Annual Report. The following portable buildings have been erected :— 


Feet. 


DIP Orta hla DOURBR c c2ccclis ov ete deucedene sha dulecess ae eteacestierinLOLceae 
it} 6e 


COOOHOH £000 HH O8O0 81208 248889 OF F9H9HF888 BDEZOBCOEY 16 x 24 


5 Ui KULOUODS 257s Cus faves cr dbecsSerscsuscesste cadaeeseuces 12x 16 
5 “c se SSSCCOSSH CE BSSSOCHHC SF SSE ST SEBEAEBZEO SD 10 >.< 18 (Lean to) 
5 a BLAOLOR ak Cote wcbeecccerts ci eteenes ae heen te ervesvasenstoU On 


In addition to these, the following buildings have been erected by contract :— 
EAGUBTOPROOM vepsieracsscnsstises cs eeebncrs race 6b savuursoocnetcne ed KP LS 


1 Sapply St0re .cccccssecsess segue guesetertaresetier reba levsrpenseseeasOU) MLO 
1 Barrack’room, 26 ft. x 60 ft., with wing ..........006 ceuedls 20 er G0 
1 Mess room, 26 ft. x 60 ft., with wing ..... Suvdeer suiceerseass 20 Renae 
1 Coal shed....... GicaUscastcecsseeus ties ctecersseesy cser scence Naskrets otake FOO 
Dt WASHON NOG Socsscce asteserressssceete! devavecivscuuestsees ste ox, 36 
Dy DSRROLY crsccptassases sonsaes’ anes ssccs cia ee leereatnet eas csieeed ened? LOY XI Trae 
PRLOG DOURE Greer tasavera ss ckoaartessetaceterecoteiescivtscaticoae eceseecomuys ee 


Carpenters have been employed in repairing buildings, fitting up officers’ quar- 
ters, and making additions as follows :— 


Z CDOS case chess. cose ...e012 x 16, hospital and sergeants’ mess. 
4 SORE ie Socisunccactass scehereastesceseers eeclO & 10, Omucers Quarters, 
LOOMIS these a xac sob adavesesvsbacsessiassseoke Lh x 16 2 ‘ 
Dpaies ices net een mia stonesatteercess severe ts 16 x 22 es $ 
POD UDILY, SLOP Ginn. Qenensbaseccessiscoscnustesses) scsstectvecsceseseces(svrasstons ; 


In my last year’s Annual Report, I called your attention to the fact, that the 
ortable buildings had suffered very much, through the severity of the climate, and 
aii becn erected in mid winter they received much rougher treatment than 
they otherwise would have done. The sections of which the buildings are composed 
separated, roofs leaked, especially in the Logan & O’Dogerty buildings, and floors 
warped and twisted. It was therefore found necessary to batten sixteen of the 
buildings, to shingle nine of the Logan & O’Doberty, and to lay floors in eight of 
the Reilly buildings, The remaining thirteen houses should be shingled, J 
The officers’ quarters have been partitioned, ceiled, oiled and varnished in the 
interior. These repairs have rendered ail the buildings very comfortable. Some 
few improvements can yet be made in those used as barrack rooms. The ceilings, 
which are now barely 8 feet in height, shoul! be raised to the roof, giving about 11 
feet This would render the barrack rooms much more healthy and comfortable, 
and vive them a better appearance. ; 
B ‘ter ventilation could easily be provided by a ventilating shaft, 10 inches 
Square placed in each building, and closed with an air regulator, 
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HORSES. 


The past year has abundantly shown that a constable or party of constables on 
detached duty are helpless unless mounted, The number of horses with a detached 
party, at least during the summer months, should not be less than the number of 
men. This suggestion, if adopted, will entail what may be considered, at first sight, 
an unneccessary large increase in the number of horses; but it is well to remember 
that police horses are often called upon to make a series of rong journeys at the 
greatest speed they are capable of maintaining, and that thereafter they require 
considerable rest to bring them into condition again. 

This is the case with the scouts’ horses at Maple Creek. Constant and rapid work 
with irregular and sometimes insufficient feed, must tell upon a horse, let his rider 
take what care of him he will. 

The method of advertising for horses has been attended with great success. 

I append to this report statements showing the present distribution of horses in 
the force, and the number purchased during the year. 

I beg to enclose herewith a report from Surgeon Jukes and other medical officers, 
as to the medical department of the force. _ 

I append hereto, in addition to a return of criminal and other cases tried, dis- 
tribution states of men and horses, a statement of the number of men who have 


been gained and lost to the force during the year, and a statement showing the num- 
ber of horses purchased, 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. G. IRVINE, 
Commissioner. 
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| a ar 
REPORT OF SURGEON JUKES. 


S1r,—I have the honor to enclose herewith my annual report for 1884. 

The fault has not been mine that it has been found impossible to complete it at 
an carlier day. 

No requisition has been sent me for veterinary drugs for the Battleford division 
for 1885. I do not know much about their requirements, but I have drawn one up, 
‘such as I think may be sufficient. 

The papers above referred to will be found in the accompanying envelope. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
AUGUSTUS JUKES, 


Sen. Surgeon. 
Lizvt.-Cox. Irnving, 
Commissioner N.-W.M.P., Regina, 


Reaina, N.-W.T., 22nd December, 1884. 


Siz,—In placing in your hands my annual report for the twelve months termi- 
nating with the 30th ot November, 1884, I have much pleasure in stating that the 
health of the force during the yoar just concluded has been fairly satisfactory. 

The health of the force stationed at headquarters has, on the whole, been quite 
‘as goodas in 1883, though the length of the annual return of sick might, at first 
sight, lead to a contrary impression, because, first, the accompanying return ( Vide 
Schedule No. 1, appended) exhibits every case of sickness, however trivial, for whick 
men have presented themselves at sick parade during the past year; secondly, 
because the average number of men stationed at headquarters has exceeded that at 
any of the posts ; thirdly, because the best and soundest men, as a rule, are sent to 
the front; and fourthly, because during the past year many serious and protracted 
cases of injury and disease have been sent to headquarters from the various outposts, 
some for treatment, others to be invalided, which have unduly swelled my sick list; 
of these latter, several were retained for treatment in hospital, who, after longer 
or shorter periods, have recovered and been returned to duty. 

Only one death has occurred in the force during the year just expired, and 
_ that one at Regina, This man, Constable Armstrong, came up from Winnipeg when 
sickening with typhoid fever, contracted there, and died on the 21st day after hia 
admission to hospital of a fatal renal complication of that disease. No contagious 
epidemic has occurred, ‘the fevers generally having been referrable to a milder 
malarial origin; but some formidable ,cases of chronic disease and injury have 
sented themselves, though, happily, terminating favorably; of the former, that of 
Constable McGinnis may be mentioned, who was admitted into hospital in Jaly, 
1883, with suppurative cellulites and septiccemia, probably of scrofulous origin, and 
has now been returned to duty in Winnipeg, after sixteen months continuous treat- 
ment in hospital—of the latter, that of Constable Hart, accidently shot by a com- 
rade, the bullet traversing, from its entrance to its exit, fourteen inches diagonally, 
through the gluteal region and thigh; but who, after fifty-six days in hospital, was 
sufficiently recovered to obtain sick leave, during which time he deserted, was ulti- 
PN captured, and is now undergoing a term of imprisonment with hard labor. 

he number of men belonging to the force stationed at headquarters who have 
been invalided during the past year is seven, Of these seven, three who appeared 
before me for re-examination on their admission were declared to be “ unfit for ser- 
vice,” and should not have passed the examining surgeons. ; 

Of the remaining four, three unquestionably entered the force with disease of 
long standing, for which they were shortly invalided. The fourth became epileptic 
from the effects of a penetrating wound of the cranium, afflicted long before his 
admission to the force. 
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the kitchens of the officers’ quarters and store and harness rooms, which are each of 
twelve lights, 10 in. x 12 in. 

All buildings are painted a light grey, and trimmed with a darker slrado of the 
same colour. The wood work and casings in the interior are painted the same colour, 
Roofs are painted with fireproof paint. 

Chimnies are of zine, 14 in. square, with a circular flue, 7 in, in diameter, thus 
giving a large air space, which is utilized as a ventilator; they project 4 in. 
above the peak of the roof, and pass through the ceiling 

Owing to the distance from the railway, 138 miles, it was impossible to construct 
them of brick. Where stove pipes are carried through partitions, they are surroun ted 
by 3 inches of concrete. 

The barrack buildings have been constructed on a general plan, which was for- 
warded by the Department at Ottawa, and are admirably suited for the purpose. 

All possible care having been taken to insure health, convenience and comfort, 
A hall 9 ft. wide, divides each building into two large barrack rooms, 26 ft. x 46 ft. 
6 in.; ceiling 12 ft.; well lighted, and each giving ample accomodation to twenty 
men, The hall, continued on to the wing, leads into the mess room ; wash room and 
bath rooms open off on each side of the hall. Beyond the mess room is a kitchen, 
with pantry and store room attatched. The woodwork of these buildings is only 
oiled and varnished, giving a very light and cheerful appearance. Each barrack 
room is provided with ventilating shafts with regulators, giving 1 cubic inch of ventila- 
tion per 60 cubic feet of air, 

Each of the officers’ quarters consists of four rooms on the ground floor, with two 
small appartments in the attic. 

The Sergeants’ mess building is suitably divided up, having an anteroom 15 ft, 
x 24 ft., mess room 23 ft. x 24 ft. and kitchen 12 ft. x 16 ft., with pantry off. 

A building 50 ft, x 24 ft., has been divided up into rooms each 12 ft. square for 
Sergeants’ quarters. 

The recreation room is divided into two rooms, one for reading the other for @ 
billiard room. 

The guard room, with the addition of a prison yard, 40 ft. x 30 ft., has been con- 
structed on the same plan as the one at Regina, a description of which has already 
been given. 

Store rooms are lined and ceiled with matched ceiling lumber. 

An office for the Quartermaster-Sergeant, and a small room for the storeman, 
are partitioned off the end of No. 2 building. 

The harness shop has been suitably fitted up. 

Pians of the stables were also furnished by the Department. It was thought 
advisable to substitute for the open roof, shown on these plans, three ventilators, a 
central one 6 ft. square, and one on either side 5 ft. square. This change was made 
to insure the requisite warmth. Each stable is divided into 38 stalls, each 6 ft. x 10 ft.,- 
the partition between being made of 2 in. plank with a neat capping. The 
stables are well lighted by a window in each stall, and semi-circular lights over 
the doors, The flooring in the stalls is given aslight fall of lin. in 20in. from front 
to rear. 

The hospital is capable of holding fourteen patients. The main entrance is intoa 
hall 10 ft. wide, and 24 ft. long, to be used as a waiting room. Surgery, 18 ft. x 19 ft., 
opens off this hall. ‘here are two wards, each 24 ft. square, with 11 ft. ceiling, well 
lighted and ventilated. Steward’s sleeping and dining room, 12 ft. x 15 ft., with kitchen 
and store rooms off, complete the building. A small separate building, 11 ft. square, 
F ae as a bath, wash room, and latrine, is attached to No. 2 ward, by a passage 

t. long. 

Coal and waggon sheds, blacksmith’s shop and latrines are of suitable con- 
struction. 

An underground magazine, 18 ft. x 22 ft., and 8 ft. deep, with sides strongly 
revetted, covered with 3 in. concrete, and 3 ft. earth, has been constructed. A ventil- 
ator, 5 ft. square, passes from the interior, and projects slightly above the earth 
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established, will be impossible until the spring, when I hope to obtain all that may 
be necessary to render their efficiency complete. 

No requisition for medical supplies having been forwarded with the report of 
the assistant surgeon at Fort McLeod, I have already written to Dr. Kennedy, request- 
ing him to send one in without delay, as the requisition for 1883, most of which has 
already gone forward, will not adequately meet the requirements of the new hospital, 
which will be forwarded to Ottawa as soon as received and examined. 

On visiting Calgary I found the hospital, and everything relating to it, in a most 
dilapidated and unsatisfactory condition. 

I learnt from Supt. Herchmer that it was proposed to abandon the present 
building and erect a new one somewhere west of the post; but this was an under- 
taking requiring time, and meanwhile the hospital was uninhabitable, affording no 
protection to the medical stores it contained. A personal examination satisfied me 
that a comparatively small outlay would render the building (a log one) available 
for the present, or until a new one was provided, and the necessity being urgent, as 
winter was approaching, I suggested that steps should be taken to place it in tempo- 
rary repair, which I understand has since been done. 

soon as possible after my return to headquarters one of the new hospital 
stewards was dispatched to take charge of the medical stores at Fort McLeod and 
another at Calgary. 

The hospital at Maple Creek, the headquarters post of “A” division, was also 
inspected, and found to be in very respectable order and fairly provided. Though 
small, it is conveniently arranged and affords room for six beds, which will be suffi- 
eient, so long as the number of men stationed at this post and at Medicine Hat, its 
outpost, does not exceed sixty men; should this number be exceeded, an addition to 
the present building will become necessary. 

I think, and perhaps with reason, that the hospital: at headquarters, where the 
greater part of such work is done, should be placed on at least an equal footing with 
that at McLeod, the average number of men at Regina for the year being greater 
hitherto than at any other post; in addition to which, cases are continually sent 
here from the outposts for treatment, or to be invalided, who, for varying periods, 
musi be admitted to hospstal; but if this cannot be granted, the slight additions and 
improvements asked for, which are necessary no less for the comfort of the inmates 
than for the protection and security of the medical and surgical appliances neces- 
sarily kept there, should at least be conceded, and proper regulations established, 
whereby the small space already provided may be reserved for its legitimate uses. 

The greater part of the medical eupplies recently received have been opened 
and examined (all, in fact, except the veterinary stores, which this year must be for- 
warded without examination here), and a large proportion of them already forwarded 
to their respective destinations, at Carlton, Prince Albert, and Fort McLeod. The 
supplies for Calgary, Maple Creek, and what remains of the Battleford requisition, 
will be arranged and sent forward as svon as this report is closed. 

I can only hope to succeed in my endeavors by the prompt and cordial assist- 
ance of those upon whose movements I am dependent, in seeing that proper provision 
will be made, and proper facilities granted me at headquarters, to enable me to 
receive, protect, dispose of promptly, and account for, any consignment of stores for- 
warded to me for distribution. e 

The advanced period of the yey: on my return from Calgary, no less than the 
necessity for my personal supervision of the medical stores then expected almost 
daily, rendered it inadvisable that I should continue, at present, my tour of inspection 
to the Battleford division, but, by telegraphing to Battleford, I obtained a statement 
from Assistant Surgeon Miller of the stock remaining on hand at that post, and a 
ledger properly prepared and arranged was forwarded to him, with the necessary 
instructions to Se him to enter at once upon the system of order at length 
inaugurated. 

Dr. Miller having been transferred by the Commissioner to the new post at 
Carlton, and all returns from the various outposts, as well as supplies for their main- 
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tenance, having to be forwarded through the headquarters post of each division, it 
has been arranged by the Commissioner, at my suggestion, that Carlton shall, so long 
as Assistant Surgeon Miller continues at that post, be regarded as the medical head- 
quarters of ‘“ D” division; all medical supplies intended for the outposts (of which 
Battlefsrd, from a medical point of view, will now be regarded as one), being for- 
warded to Carlton and accounted for to headquarters by Assistant Surgeon Miller. 

I hope, when spring opens, to make a personal inspection of the five northern 
posts and outposts from Prince Albert to Fort Saskatchewan, and as a considerable 
number of men are now stationed in the mountains west of Calgary, it might be well 
to permit me to effect some equitable arrangement with local practitioners for their 
medical attendance, whereby the excessive charges now made everywhere for the 
most trifling services might be reduced to fair and reasonable terms. This is a point 
which requires attention, not specially in the farther west, but at all the minor out- 
poste, where men falling sick are dependent upon the services of local practitioners; 
some definite arrangement by which a uniform rate may be established by mutual 
agreement between the Department and medical men throughout these Territories 
is very desirable; as matters now stand, this item is likely to assume considerable 
importance, and I see no better way whereby an amendment can be effected. 

Another point of equal importance is that a competent hospital steward, such as 
the four recently engaged, should be provided for each outpost to which medical 
stores are supplied, which would, in itself obviate to a great extent, the necessity for 
employing professional aid, except in extraordinary cases, and would insure orderly 
and correct returns of the medical stores expended. The following is the present 
disposition of the four new hospital stewards referred to :— 

Hospital Sergeant J, Widmer Rolph, M.D., has been placed by the Commissioner 
for the present at Fort Pitt; Hospital Sergeant Wilson has been stationed at 
McLeod ; Hospital Sergeant Penny at Calgary; Hospital Sergeant Waller has been 
retained by me and placed in charge of the medical stores at Regina, where it will 
be necessary that he should remain permanently; the presence of a capable and trust- 
worthy man for the keeping of necessary books, the unpacking, re-packing and dis- 
tributing of stores, the preparation and forwarding of invoices, and all other duties 
rendered necessary by the new order of things being indispensable; my own 
immediate duties as senior surgeon being quite as much as any active man can attend 
to, though much of my time, when necessary, is employed in supervising and assisting 
the sergeant in charge of medical stores, 

There are only two other men now doing duty as hospital stewards who possess 
competent qualifications, namely Sergeant Holme, now at Maple Creek, and Sergeant 
Mackay, at Battleford, the former of whom has lately re-engaged for a term of one 
year, the latter for a term of three. The smaller outposts, too distant to be attended 
from the posts, might be placed under the medical charge of the nearest civil practi- 
tioner, who could be consulted in cases of necessity, and who, in such cases, should 
provide his own medicine—such an arrangemement could readily be affected ; but 
each of the larger outposts to which medical supplies are sent and from which 
returns are made should be provided with a hospital steward to attend to such 
duties, who, in cases of emergency beyond his skill, might obtain, through his com- 
manding officer, any assistance required. 

To carry out this plan effectively not less than three more qualified hospital 
stewards are now required, who, on their admission, would release the men now per- 
forming that service for ordinary duty. Calgary and McLeod are already provided 
for ; one good man is required at the hospital Regina; one at Carlton, one at Princé 
Albert, and, if the force is to be increased at that point, a fourth at Medicine Hat, 

Should the immediate augmentation of the force be decided upon, not only this, 
but the increased number of outposts already made will demand a corresponding 
increase in the medical supplies for 1885; the larger outposts especially requiring 
some minor instruments, and what may be necessary in the shape of dispensing 
apparatus, which need not be great—none of which material can be furnished by any 
of the existing posts. To do this promptly and efficiently, as well as economically, 
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the requisitions should be amended by me in Ottawa, where they could, at the same 
time, be considered, discussed and approved, or modified, without the delay and diffi- 
culty involved in transacting business at so great a distance. 

Whatever course is determined upon, it is certainly of importance that the 
medical supplies should be obtained and forwarded as early as possible during the 
ensuing year, the extent of territory over which they have to be distributed requir- 
ing plenty of time before cold weather sets in; and taking into consideration the 
large proportion which must be distributed from Regina, the importance of making 
provision for their safe storage, &c., cannot be overlooked. 

I have herewith forwarded every requisition made this year exactly as it came to 
me, If more is received here than is found to be absolutely required at any post, it can 
now be either forwarded without fear of being lost or missed, or can be stored as a 
stock upon which requisitions can be drawn, in cases of emergency, which experience 
proves are continually occurring; and the system of keeping orderly records, and 
obtaining accurate returns of all supplies issued, will, if properly provided for, and 
carried into execution, lead in the end to decreased expenditure, while the efficioncy 
of the medical department will be actually increased. 

I regret that this report should have been prepared with less care than I should 
have preferred to bestow upon it, but my time has been fully taken up with other 
duties equally pressing, and probably of more importance. 

My work for the tuture may be comparatively easy, though some assistance may 
be required in carrying out details. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
AGUSTUS JUKES, 
Senior Surgeon. 


APPENDIX No. 1 


NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE, 
Sick Report, from Ist December, 1883, to 30th November, 1884. 


Number |Number 


: Average ’ 
Disease. of of A Surgeon’s Remarks. 
Cases. | Days. | Duration. 

Scrofulous cellulitus.....c.c0 sree 1 481 481 earned to duty, after expiration of sick 
eave. 

Fever, remittent.....coccsccosesecres 10 153 153, |Recovered. 

WBUTICtUre....cccce sscoseee seovercorsccees cs 89 22} do 

Diarrhea....... sox penesisesacacerts 25 41 14£ do 

Syphilis, secondary. ......coceseees 19 198 10-3, do 

“OLCHILIT....00 cecooecccere sevcccces seoces 4 17 i9f Recovered. 

Herpes lostor.s.ssrscccssnscetesecsssee 1 1 1 do 

GHAteP ects ses eA een See ns 24 50 a, do 

‘Contusions (some severe).. ..... 32 260 8k Principally injuries from horses. 

"Cephalalgia. ......00. -scorcees seveneeee 6 ll 12 |Recovered. 

Hay Mls scsaccesstreceovesseluicesses 18 35 144 ty) 

EBEOUCDIilisn-eresrccesceccesessersiesees 44 111 22% |One (Con. Brady) diseased when admit- 
ted ; invalided. 

Murunculusis:..ccc se-ccceie Beeeaseres 14 52 a Recovered 

Sprainvececrcessccccces Rea ttes seeucitee eg 26 143 5 ony ded: Con. Cowan, from Maple 

reek. 

Fever, intermittent. .......000. s 12 35 243 |Recovered. 

Eczema... seseitesssue/iecsaecestevece 2 5 2 do 

Hemorrhoids... Relscteae cascassne 3 5 1 do 

Gonorrhoeteeser vssessess xc 17 204 12 do 

Sciatica......... : 4 35 8: do 

DY SPCDSIA vecccclsesevecserceses! orseees : 4 18 4 One sent from Calgary to be invalided ; 
nominally for disease of the heart; re- 
turned to duty. 

ELLOSUD1GGiarcestcassovitessccserse oconnas 3 11 3% |Recovered. 

Bullet WOUnd 0000. -cosvecas seeseceee 1 56 56 Deserted (Con. Hart) on sick leave, now 
in guardroom ; a very serious wound. 

Colic...... masceisinccdestoneciscsadiereess 6 11 18 |Recovered. 

INGCUTAI DIB eh dcrescarnecaeaeeeerons seeeees 12 32 23 do 

Conjunctiritis ........ saeeeeeee eanees 5 5 Jl do 

QOdOntal Pig. -<.ccccsceceees cooens ‘eoses 3 3 1 do 

Constipation. .......cc0erecser cereseees 13 18 13, do 

Syphilis (primary)... rereatss 14 178 125 do 

PSVOMY CHB cicceosscecsn scares cassteneens 3 30 10 do 

Diptherite theoat 1s ene 4 38 93 do 

PiyGrarthrosisscesssccsccessseessseoee 2 122 61 do 

Gonorrheeal rheumatism .... ..... 1 63 63 Con. Fisher; invalided. 

Inguinal hernia......c++.. decessees 3 37 124 |Cons. Trinder, Fisher and Duffield ; in- 
valided ; all admitted with this disease. 

Nephral Zid...cec.cssssoeccoees seveenees 1 1 1 Recovered. 

Dy PWOLstevenccccteces acevessecneres! 1 20 , 28 Died in hospital. 

Rheumatiom sgparoueadtetscan veceanes 5 53 103 |Recovered. $ 

LUMDAZO reer mseseer ee 6 1 11 ll do 

Gumboil . aes 1 5 5 do 

Malposition of testicle, With a.. 1 35 35 See ‘‘ Inguinal hernia,’’ as above. 

Stricture jenna ches “p 1 13 13 Recovered. 

Nervous debility .-.cccce seoees seve 3 5 1% do 

CRUG, ccavceeraseosreareeecseescteosr carta 1 38 38 do 

Billious deran gement. SEELDODISEE 4 4 1 do 

Fracture (femur and ribg)....... 2 31 154  |One, the first sent down to be invalided 
from Battleford ; returned to duty. 

Mental imbecility, .......06 sess 1 1 1 Con. Chandler, from Macleod ; invalided. 
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AppreNDIx No. 1.—Annual Sick Report, &.—Concluded. 


Number | Number Average 


Disease. of of : Remarks. 
Cases. | Days. Duration. 
Epilepsy. esse ssceeesssseeseeses ences 2 68 34 Oon. McCutcheon; invalided. 
ee from horse... eases 1 1 1 Recovered. 
patheticbubo and varicocele 1 8 8 do 

Hew atocele and varicocele...... 1 13 13 Weveroes to duty; diseased when ad- 
mitted. 

DySentery eee sssroe o onveee a Acoeaseas 3 18 6 Recovered. 

Acute nephritis. .....» COSIOOSO ONE 1 65 65 do 

IPBInOGESisecar coreeesss sees Saleacuesrenesce 1 20 20 Con. Leclair, from Battleford, to be in- 
valided for chronic cystilis; returned 
to duty. 

Scabies...... parieicrateciecscesnee 2 28 ‘Sh Recovered. 

Incised Wound... iscseotartes 3 25 do 

Ingrowing toe nail......ove score . i 2 do 

Disabled RANG. csccccsssaipeoe sescee 1 13 Con. Peasnell, from Fort Saskatchewan, 

to be invalided ; returned to duty. 
ORNs rcarestectecvecsccces(ensrciieccese|liecccecesess Wecster'| erscesieensesees Sent down from Battleford to be invalid- 
; ed; invalided. 
Chronic ulceration of leg from 
diseased bone......... cissconciecteal wrersaiessss lees soueaese ai soovee sovevsees | UNSOUNd When admitted ; invalided. 


A. JUKES, MB,, &., 


Surgeon. 
Reaina, Ist December, 1884, 


ANNUAL MEDICAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT-SURGEON MILLER. 
Carton, N. W. T., 4th December, 1884. 


&1r,—I have the honor to report that on leaving Maple Creek for Battleford, on 
the 16th of May last, the health of the men at that post and at Medicine Hat was all 
that could be desired. 

From May to November the health of those at Battleford and at Fort Pitt was 
most satisfactory. On the 12th of November Dr. Rouleau assumed charge of the 
men at Battleford. On the 15th of the same month I was transferred to Carlton. 

At present, at Carlton, there are none on the sick list. 

On the 23rd of October Staff-Sergeant Rolph left Battleford to assume medical 
care of the men at Fort Pitt. 

From Battleford it was impossible ‘for me to bring any medicine, as the stock 
there is very low, not having been replenished for two years from headquarters ; 
consequently it was necessary for me to order a small supply from Prince Albert, to 
treat such cases as are most apt to occur, until the supplies arrived from headquarters. 

The men at Prince Albert are ably looked after by Dr. Bain, of that place. 

I would here suggest that a well assorted stock of medicines and appliances 
should be kept at the various posts, so as to enable the surgeon to meet successfully 
any variety of illness that might occur, The so doing would show greater wisdom 
than the furnishing of an incomplete supply, which would be and is apt to leave the 
medical officer ineffective for want of proper means to treat particular cases. 

At Battleford a hospital is at last being built; at Carlton a dispensary, in the 
future, is all that is contemplated. Appended please find classified list of diseases 
treated amongst the men at Battleford, Pitt, Prince Albert and Carlton. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Very respectfully yours, 
ROBT. MILLER, M.D., C.M., 
Assistant Surgeon, N.W.M.P. 


Officer Commanding, N.W.M.P., Battleford. 
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SHowine the Number of Cases and Average Duration of Diseases treated, from 1st 
January to 3lst October, 1884. 


SS ATS ESS ETN SES LTR SEN SH A ES RSE STS SASS ASE EL 2 DEEL ST AEE RTA SSNS 


Number |Number 
A Average 
Disease. of of AB Remarks. 
Cases. | Days. Duration 


Syphilitic rheumatism............. 
Broken thigh; do in 1883.. 


UDO . -o0: wcoas soccvcee crscves @ teeeee oe 


LUG esces nes Transferred to Regina, 23rd June. 
NAA | coserestecesse do do 


BAtTTLEForD, 11th December, 1884. 


OY SUtiSccccscsccoceseccceess Reresvcesese 
FVUHOUMAI SIN ieccoscce eset vecehoeces 
Coughs and COld........00 sseseees 


a 


WH OH OWEN NH RE RE WHE Wr TR AON DATO Orr 


Strainiecssceecscoecescs Sescctiteosseesoscls 


feeee -Coococes 


FTO LDItO Mr eccacecesceccsot on ccece caress 
QHANCTO Savctcccccsecencececteessl secees 
BUT orice oscccssclecencstsaceetce: 
Incontinence of Urine.........0 
OLCHICI Sir cscoscatecetcentedteesesteceres 
SUTiCtUTOrccseccicccsecoccccssestessesevess 
Srowgblindicsscetsssciscestecseciecss 
IPRAryUIUUS cc occcscscsosccccsclersscsees 
ATDICRTI Ae ccccrsscecees: 
MMOntal Planeccctecsensosenorcee 
Qe ota ncscccssestsctiiececcs ‘ 
Gaslialgia .......... sacaneenicessccses 
QOnstiPAationerccserscese sjeccose sees 
Excoriation........ eblcacccsitsdessnceees 
Aphonia........ Siessuresesiees At) CORO 
BilOUSNOSScosscccctlcnevcccccseeeeecras 
Incised WOUDG....s.8 sesoee Reaesccee 
Syphilis....... peensleetrostececr sed Boscoon 


wo or 
Om bo 


DO OH a1) 


1 


1 !Under treatment for longer period, though 
not off duty. 


Debility ...... Jet beescoveeccecee « soseoss 


nT NU Cl Oscstoseccceiscecsoceecrenes : 


— 


Diarrheea........ Bulceceseseelees eee, coeee 
AUDUG recs selcscsecics senecseiseuees sricchssest 
Ulcerated mouth ........20 cossoseee 
Swollen glands.. ........00. seccsess 
Congestion of lungs .......+0.se00 
Malarialtovers..c.cccesssealssstesqs: 
TNS OLATI ON ecctsscceviccccevescres cesses 
Cephalalgia ......1scscccccsoe sereees 
INCU GOStION -ccrveveseccccueassenclssceas 
INCLVOUS GeDILILY s....0..0.csc0s.-s00 
PVAIMEITISOOs i cessacsslencceslscosesisecens 
IDV SONU Vacccccocs tect seticossetss eiceess 
STV SIP OLAS sstneslecenecserceeiscaser essces 
PlenrOd YMA cc erssecetacessse seneutee 
PAT ASI Ol teraccessviavevsaisiever<sisssseens 
Mucous U1COrssscccateccssssecteesectoe 

TORU wees cottenor eeccnsteieseate toe ceenee 
Sprained ankle ..........000 sevseeeee 
Whapped lipsiccsserccscsscrertsncsenes 
COTATI DS Gepcesteolesecescedtuceeosssonaess 
Peiniinichesty.c.secdsssactetarserssace 


i) 
coro 


nw 
AwWwwswwwrnwmnnwowo c OO Ww 


° 
° 
. 


_ 
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_ 
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ROBERT MILLER, M.D., C.M. 
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SHowinc the Number of Cases and Average Duration of Diseases treated, from the 
lst to the 3lst November, 1884. 


Number | Number 
Disease. ot of Average 
Cases. | Days. 


Duration. Remarks. 


BUD Or srentert ses ccssabeisecetesecieatces i uetitcess 
sncetehecrecen cs 3 {One still under treatment. 
BEaisGa.netvsscciecccuserarctsericee: do 
Ooughsiand colds..:....ccesscoceres 
SPLAINycccocteel etsssncaeiss ie sieescetees 
OONStP ATION screicneceereeescrseeeee 
Odontalpiaye nccisccesissverteecsores 
Muscular palns:.iss ssccccccaebeeseoss 
INCUTAIPIAits sc teorescocssebscenceseses 
BIMOUSNHESS)caredsesseressces ctecessesse 
Pai NMSA i vcss eters cecessanearsoes 
Sore throat (specific) ..... ......564 
HOXCOTIATION  crscscenteetenstcetceoss ts 
CHAIN cessscocchccsssinesccacesse veces 
Ulcerated Wop .s....:.sscessessc sees: 
Indigestion..... ; 
Diarrhea....... 
Rheumatism... 

Sore throat..... o 

Oationeer. .te.ct cease siecceaecseess eet 


soe eeesonsese 


08000 sacooe 


#oee conseeoes 


seesoses soccee 


1 
NOM eaves vatecosss Still under treatment. 
1 


do 


Ll coal cell eel So eel So ell cell Sel Se So a 


EK. H. ROULEAU, M_D,, 
Surgeon. 
BatrLEFORD, 11th December, 1884. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF ASSISTANT-SURGEON KENNEDY. 


Fort McLxop, 5th December, 1384. 


S1z,—I have the honor to present you with my Annual Report for 1884 

I arrived in Calgary on 2nd January, on my return from leave of absence in the 
Kast, and at once took over the hospital from Dr, Henderson, who had been acting 
as my substitute. From this time until 13th May, the date of my departure for 
McLeod, nothing in the medical history of the post occurred which can be considered 
worthy of special mention, excepting a visit to McLeod and the recommendation 
that a number of men be discharged as invalids. The facts concerning these latter 
must be taken from the records of the Calgary hospital, and will, no doubt, be men- 
tioned by the medical officer of that post. My visit to McLeod occurred about the 
Ist of February, and extended over ten days, during which time Dr. Henderson 
again kindly acted as my substitute. During my visit I drew out the plans and 
specifications for the interior arrangement of the new hospital here, which was then 
under process of construction, and also made a report ,to Superintendent Cotton on 
the sanitary condition of the old post and the best means of remedying some defects 
in it. 

On 13th May I finally left Calgary, and after a three days’ trip, arrived here on 
the 16th, and at once took up my quarters in the new fort, Staff-Sergeant De Veber, 
who had had medical charge here temporarily, being transferred to Calgary. Ona the 
20th the division abandoned the old fort and moved into the new quarters. 

Appendix A will show the diseases treated here during the year. It will be 
noticed that there is a preponderance of coughs and colds, rheumatism, cases of minor 
surgery, and venereal and genito-urinary diseases. The coughs and colds occurred 
mainly during the winter and spring months, and while the men were still liviag in 
the old quarters, Few of the cases of rhoumatism were serious, It isa matter for 
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sincere congratulation that venereal diseases are now greatly decreasing, a fact which 
can be noted for the first time in five years. 

I have remarked, since the removal to the new post, a very decided improvment 
in the general health of the men, a fact which cannot be a source of wonder when we 
consider the difference between the low, foul-smelling and ill-ventilated log buildings 
of the old fort and the spacious, airy, well-lighted and comfortable quarters of the 
new. 

It may not be out of place for me to mention here one of the striking peculiari- 
ties of the climate of this district in its relation to disease. 1 allude to its remarkable 
immunity from phthisis and diseases of the lungs. The elevation of the country 
above sea level—3,000 feet—its mild winters and its dry and bracing air will, I 
am satisfied, render it, in the near future, a permanent resort for a large number of 
those afflicted with weak or phthisical lungs. Speaking from an experience extending 
over parts of six years, I have observed that pneumonia is almost an unknown disease, 
while I do not remember a case of phthisis which had its inceptioa in this district. 
Coupling these facts with the knowledge that many persons with weak and phthisical 
lungs have been permanently benefited by a residence here, I feel warranted in 
dwelling on this as a fact of great and national importance. 

This being the first year of occupation of the new post, it is fitting that I should 
make brief mention of some of the sanitary conditions affecting it. The post is built 
on the bench land at a distance of about half a mile from Old Man’s River, and at an 
elevation of nearly 50 feet above it. The soil is very gravelly, natural drainage 
excellent, and the facilities for further drainage of the best. The buildings are of 
frame, the walls being composed of two thicknesses of boards, with tar paper between 
them, battened on the outside and lathed and plastered inside. The height of the 
ceilings averages twelve (12) feet and ample attention has been paid to the lighting 
and ventilation. In the men’s quarters a pleasing feature is the excellent and abun- 
dant facilities for washing, &c. The hospital is specially worthy of mention as being 
the best building in the post, and probably the best hospital in the North-West. Itis 
excellently adapted for its purposes, and, indeed, leaves little or nothing to be desired, 

In speaking of the post, I should direct attention {0 the following points: Being 
built on the bench land, it is of course directly exposed to the winds which are s0 
prevalent in this district. ‘The atmosphere, too, is so dry that it causes shrinking 
even in seasoned lumber, and to this is due the fact that the windows have now all 
bevame loose in their sashes and cause draughts through all the houses. A very 
great and necessary improvement would therefore be the supplying of storm 
windows to all the quarters. 

For the same reasons which I have given above, I think it will eventually be 
necessary to clap-board the houses instead of having them battened as they are at 

resent, 
. The water supply of the fort has been drawn from a powerful spring, which 
issues from the bank 150 yards west of the post, but the well in the centre of the 
square is now being, used and furnishes water abundant in quantity and free from all 
impurities, 

I would respectfully recommend that the men be supplied with iron cots instead 
of the boards and trestles they are at present using. The latter are cold, uncomfort- 
able and unsightly, and the substitution of iron bedsteads would be a great improve- 
ment. ‘The supply of beds for the hospital has, I helieve, been already considered. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
G. A. KENNEDY, 
Assistant Surgeon, N.-WM.P. 


Supt. Corron, Officer Commanding N.-W. M. P., 
Fort McLeod. 
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Diseases of Circulation. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICKH. 


Return showing Diseases treated at Fort McLeod, from 1st January to 30th Novem- 


ber, 1884. 


Diseases. of of 


SETAINS ectcsesecestscesectelnes 

Chafes........ 

Contussions... 

po On ine toe ail. 
tha T114,..e0ee ve 

Sure ety: Varleoue VOING ye etree 

te Fistula.. 

Minor Surgery. Tncis@d  wioundsic.<crsce coccetaccccelececceses 

Fractures...... 

Abrasions....... « 

SSPLAING i ecceeceseos Beesielecesepeceieveeces 

Frost bites... eccculecesesebulserecaccersucicutecces? 


Oo eences veercoeens 
8 POHCHS OOF OHH FOOL ES oo 008 BROOD EGOH 
#8 © COCeeeeee Cecocee se e009% 
ee ew eere soeeer aeoves 


0000e © 900008 » con0ee Ceoees 


0040008 coe eessoe voce 00 seever cooeee coos 


— 
mb be ee Pe 6 bb 
oo 
ror) 


WO VER crcscissusceccledsdescalicese 
Rheumatism......... eusiaele vesvecessisceceeees 

General Diseases Debility... 
and Coughs and colds. ee 
HGArtidiSOAS.cccevdecse-see ococcisess=secess 
VICUTISYascosdsscaesiecssene 
Tonsillitis...... 


OO0F coerce rsoner 


a> wo 
CO = bP DO 


—_ 


OP Odes , BOSS ETLED GecEet COserens 


rien en Oger eit 
Acne.. Reroceaivorsaitenteccecssseltrcesiacsece 
BOW Stitucceusccscesvesuccvdrtevcecsecesticesens 
Liborrhoea owes PORTO Crore eacieesooses: 


Skin. 


MINGUGOStlOMetsesececetacsseshecescancieseccese) 
IViCTAI GS Onccrtrecstestoresecerasctterecsevecehveces 
OOliCzerccseccccees 
Constipation. ........01 -0ssceees ARCHIE 
Diarrhoea isscccceravestesssceses 
FLOMIOLUN OLdSiesecsirecoveteslecsecccctiesecceecs 


~ 


= C800 0ee se eee~ seooerese tee 


Diseases 
f 


to) 
Digestive System. 


rm 
ae & bw WoOOWPR CO robe 
— 
oO 


eoeee 


Phimosis........ 0 CocnesSeo cco tic : 

Bubo (Symph)....... edcccuavliescanitcestsces 

Epidynitis. 

Sy philasveincccsccreeccasseerredeetscestatesese: 

Venereal Chancroid sess ses. BOCLICCUECRDOS EOE 18 
and BUDO sscendacsseceredracitusescrsaschelteceseeceses 18 
Genito Urinary. Geiorthia sisushctetaine whos 20 
Glee tiivie. coccesiocresciescnceeseletcerces 2 41 

Nephritis asegesitecerecncensdel cenestinnceniiane 

Inability of bladder sea 

DS ULiCUULCtcscsceteasscarcesectaesescurcceiocsees 1 34 


291 


eoeeee wees 


POOP Cee ee » TOO EOOEE OO e eee HO Le ceree 


TOtalicccsccosctacdvasitesceaee 


G. A. KENNEDY, 


Remarks. 


Operation. 


1 case of fracture not 
shown in sick re- 
ports this year ; in- 
valided. Hayes. 


1 invalided. 
Invalided. 


1 under treatment. 


Under treatment. 
2 invalided. 


1 under treatment. 


Asst. Surgeon, N.-W. M, P. 
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REPORT OF DR. BAIN. 
PrincE ALBERT, 26th November, 1884. 


I have the honor to report that during the past year the health of the Prince 
Albert detachment of the Mounted Police has been good. There have been no deaths 
nor any cases of very serious illness to report. 

There has been very little venereal disease amongst the men. In the past year 
I have had but six cases. 

In September and October last the men were for some time under canvas. The 
weather was then very wet and cold, and, as a result, 1 had a number of cases of 
tonsillitie and ulcerated sore throats. The men are now, however, comfortly quar- 
tered, and at the present time the health of the detachment is all that could be 
desired. 

Last year I recommended that Constable Hogland be invalided. This was done 
during the current year. 

I attach to this report a classified list of cases treated here, 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
HUGH M. BAIN, M.D., C.M., 
Acting Surgeon, N.-W. M. P. 
To the Officer Commanding, Battleford District. 


CLASsIFIED List of Cases taken during the past Year amongst the Prince Albert 


Detachment. 
No. No. 
Disease. of ae Remarks. 
Cases. | Days. : 
SY Piilidurcsscscacteaiiesssseccsciecesss 2 | reccorcsoees |e seo ccesesees Still under treatment. 
onorhes.......... Nevarsushesesslesceet 4 || eevee s0-s00 | eovees sevocecee 
Conghs and COldS.......06+esessseee 6 24 4 
Throat affections ......00.. sce 7 42 6 
Neural gia .........-0+ oe telesss sosseseos 2 5 24 
LGITOORB ssc. sie eecens 3 12 4 
Rheumatism.......... 1 6 6 
Dyspepsia (chronic) 1 | sever: so0:00 | eeceeee toceseee 
Affection ofliver.... cone 4 40 10 
DSKINGANCCHON soccracsdcesses stecessss 2 10 5 
IACOlAODGiguecscscesiecsrseescrcccsvaceess 1 6 6 |Corporal O’Brien was run over by a 


waggon and severely bruised. 


(Signed), HUGH M. BAIN, M.D., C.M., 
Acting Surgeon, N.-W. M. P. 
26th November, 1884. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF DR. HENDERSON. 


Cataary, 3rd December, 1884. 


Siz,—I have the honor herewith to submit the Annual Sick Report of E division 
North-West Mounted Police, stationed at Fort Calgary, the charge of which I 
assumed in the latter part of May of this year, subsequent to the departure of Assist- 
Surgeon Kennedy for Fort McLeod. 

The health of the troop during the past year has, on the whole, been good, being 
entirely free from disease of an epidemic or infectious character. 

As will be seen, cases of cold, sore throat and rheumatism predominate to a con- 
siderable extent, and this is largely accounted for by the imperfectly secure state of 
the buildings, exposing the men to the inclemency of the weather to a great degree ; 
but I am happy to report that this evil has been in a great measure overcome by 
recent improvements on the baildings and the comfort of the men thereby greatly 
enhanced. 

During the year six men have been invalided from the force and two more have 
been recommended for invaliding. 

No deaths are reported as occurring in this troop during the year, but the case 
of Frank Pennock who died in the hospital while on his way from Fort McLeod to 
the Provincial lunatic asylum. 

I have to report that the condition of the hospital has not been by any means 
satisfactory, partly owing to the unsuitableness of the building and the great want of 
proper hospital appliances ; the beds are quite unsuited for hospital purposes, especially 
for the treatment of surgical cases, and the want of proper instruments for the 
dressing of minor cases is also felt. The supply of medicines has been verv deficient, 
so much so that for months back it has been almost impossible to prescribe those 
remedies which were considered proper in special cases, and the necessity was 
involved of purchasing drugs, from time to time, in small quantities from the local 
druggists, at necessarily high prices. 

The appointement of a new hospital sergeant and the recent taking in charge 
by him of the hospital stores and medicines will, in a measure, obviate such a con- 
dition in the future. 

I have to report that at the time of my taking charge, in May, there were no 
hospital comforts on hand. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
ANDREW HENDERSON, M.D., 


Surgeon in-Charge. 
Officer Commanding E Division, N.W.M.P. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
Annual Sick Report of “E” Division, for the Year ending 30th November, 1884. 


RR SRS gp RT SRP SEE SEE ET 


pap Number 
Disease or Accident. of of 
Cases. | Days. 


Average 


Duration. Remarks. 


a ————— 


PADTASIONs.ccscese'sssscecessiiceses 4 oh 8 14 16 
EA DSCOBS: wncccescr secon cours Recatienteren 1 2 2 
CU Obeccccssclasessrecetcceceess eeavetenee 4 18 43 
Anemia ........ apesse Snoetoe CSS i 1 1 
IBANANIGISN. coos sersescesteccecteronceeed 1 J 1 
DULLOUSN EGA, ves sccrsssees xacasesssns 20 36 285 
IB OU. fatsscic>taacasslecesscteel sestinececss 5 31 6 
BUDO cesscesssscsscases)sstenccec tsecesses 17 192 1) 
Carious teeth esc.sseosescccsseese ee 7 11 ] 
Chancroid .. Spr6s Wak Aa 18 131 7 
Ooldiiiiscsccccess Moliessesses tives sivess 37 91 2 
Conjunctivitis... ..... BOGOR 2 6 3 
Constipation ...... aadveceselsiesee ttc 9 23 23 
OX) AUD SHO) cs sacpocenncub agnnos cas 10 57 515 
QOrnsieercsnecccanserss PaceNecaesies ch 1 7 if 
OLY 44) Sansaasennan cere Re teeetcesteces 11 48 4% 
Cough. Beene accprensters 1 2 2 
Onthandeencccccossecrs. peceerees 2 33 16 
DisrrhGediecen.cestr scecorerccnsoneeess 21 55 # 
Debility ... paasle terse ecstnearee| 1 1 if 
Dislocation of knee . sehhcee: 1 45 45 
do finger .. stecsienesceses 1 4 4 
Enlargement of heart ..........008: 1 7 7 
do glands.......... 3 14 43 
TT YVANCMAseresecastesccusrnis se reyes 1 1 1 
PO Vier tec seccodesctacecsitecsstess cess sei 4 63 15¢ 
Fissure) of Anus :....00ce.o50s00 ss acces 1 4 4 
GASTrITIS ..0.00 -.c0eeee atest cestaveaeoet 1 5 5 
Gleet ei ccccsacocese=s elavecoseeciostaeeses 4 24 6 
Gonorrhooas cseencccseccasecsaicccss sess 15 149 10 
Hemorrhage of lungs « Beisesee 1 18 18 iUnder treatment. 
Hemorrhoids tsc.cssvstoesieos ser ceete 4 13 3 
IN GIG estiONessseens ceccoiiecssceas) acess 13 57 4 
Ingrown toe nail ..........00 erseee il 21 1 
Irritable bladder...... EXCISE: ae 2 9 4h 
Kicksfrom hoOrseis..ssesscsesossrlasses, 1 1 1 
Neuralgia ........:; repesieesnedsvees AG 3 5 14 
Painfolistumpicsecccsreceesseceeh eer 1 5 5 
Palpitatloneeecsrssses cesoes voceseee- 1 1 1 
Rheumatism ‘(sub-acute). Roareeren 28 226 8 
do (CHLODIC) Geecscrese at 3 17 53 
do (muscular) ......... 2 7 33 
Sore fin ervescct.ccnesscciesssentacessens 1 2 2 
do mouth........ aemecoatctertonire as i 2 2 
do edn desenl aondelessoveees 12 48 4 
PLAN acess ctteee ses ceereoretnccetneoses 42 190 4} 
Stricture . DeiseccoMierceee 2 34 16 
Swelled testicle. sees Aen 6 34 af 
Sy philis .. SHOE of DOC SES 4 51 13 
Tape worm . saetesecessessienes: 3 35 12 
FDININ OLS tarseaseisessescecessipesor teresa: 2 29 143 
VAricocele.....ce sere Soaeceasessersee 1 1 1 
Varicose veins......... ceeties tasers: 2 6 3 
WISI QL Oversees tvcvesasecstnetccnees scares 1 1 1 
Weak eyes... BSCS. COOLER CLIOEE: 2 11 54 
a omnia cd sa Boren 5 27 52 
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YeaRLy Sick Return, Maple Creek, for the period ending 30th November, 1884. 


Number | Number 
Disease of of coe Remarks. 
Cases." Daye, [i> Peo 
Sprains...... Recseatdescevacielesert ities . 6 159 263 |1 invalided at Regina; 5 returned to duty. 
Rheumatism ........ Aenoasiivencaneseaar 1 13 13. |Invalided at Regina. 
Ooldaiccrccsevsveter coctactteoccrs cee 3 4 13 |Returned to duty. 
POROUS CRIRE. So setecs cece reeace soneeres 1 10 10 do 
IBrUISOSvsecesces snes sncesetseeresececceres 5 18 33 do 
BE OUSU OSS .ccacencs seseessciseiere acess 1 1 1 |Med. and duty. 
GOMGPTH Air csesesescerecv secre sosece 6 60 10 {Returned to duty. 
Constipation........ slescewslssiesesioeres : 2 2 l 0 
WMIEUMOULUS cccsvesscgs) Casal asdees sa 1 8 8 do 
Gleet......... estate ecustarseiee cess 8 3t 3f do 
Wonjunctivitise-...--c..sceseseeceecece 2 2 1 |Med. and duty. 
Extraction of teeth...... ..00 2 2 1 do 
Pharyh itis 2.0.6. dauctecnesgeceseors 4 9 2} do 
DY BDO DSIB reserve os cocs excess /onsnns soesn 3 3 1 do 
Hisemorrhoids;.,.-.qscscerscccere<stees 4 13 34 |Returned to duty. 
INGUTAL PIA Sy ncsereccarecssen esa teciste: 1 1 1 |Med. and duty. 
Woticaria....... Rsesenececsclesntsiiessese l 1 1 do 
DIAYTNGOR icric s onseacies srvessucsuceers 4 12 3 |Returned to duty. 
COMA. esse scenes vests), boson ns cescces 1 1 1 do 
OCH alGoercrecscceececssessersce eerevcetess 1 1 1 do 
CHANCTC......000 vos0e tore seenee secocoene 3 17 52 do 
Secondary syphilis.........00..000 1 1 i do 
Bronchitis ....csee-scossessecee : 4 9 2} do 
Orchitis ... sstieceeahre secs 1 19 19 do 
CANGHTAX Fecosesseicasees Sasiccssselauaessens 2 16 8 do 
BubOtvaciecses ooeeeseeeee ceneees cocceeees 3 32 10% |2 returned to duty; 1 off. 
Typhoid fever......sssseossosees pees 1 72 72 |In hospital; convalescent. 
Fracture, clavicle............. eseeee 1 41 41 /Returned to duty. 
Dysentry.. ......0 sesanechieesestece Beare 1 1 1 do 
Wound...... oeslslevessesesierecsnncsessees 1 7 7 do 


J. C. HOLME, 


Hospital Steward. 

Mapue Crexx, Ist December, 1884, 

Stick Report, Detachment of “D” Division, stationed at Fort Pitt, from 7th June 
to Ist December, 1884, 


SS ee ee ee ee 


Billousiattackerssesssscmenseteet ees 1 1 1 
Oolicotvs sce ssecee seenasnesicctecescs 1 1 1 
Coughs and Colds...........406 eee. 7 17 24 
DOU ty teccerrt eters encocee tee: 3 9 3 
Diarecea ccseces « scee: scios'ect 3 8 2% 
Dislocation of finger......... il 1 1 
Dy Spepsia ........6 cesees seacesest 2 14 7 
Ristulaiinvanow--sccc eee i 5 5 
Scrofulousgoresse ee 1 10 10 
Gonorrhea. ee 3 41 15 
PICU sco sroses ant cctsescsen nore 1 10 10 
Rheumatism .. .....c000 cessvs cosoeess 1 i il 
MONG f00bS Occtss tecesviccs eck. 2 5 2 
SSPEANS coc saccsesssasea’e wsenveveseesees 8 32 4 
Strumous diathesi8 .............. 1 15 15 
PODS A cescosesamatec cater es ceotk, 2 7 34 


Totaliccsreses tite 


& 


177 ‘|nearly 5 


J. WIDMER ROLPH, 


Hospital Steward. 
Fort Pirt, 1st December, 1884. 


APPENDICES. 
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Return showing the number of men discharged from the Force between the 1st 
December, 1883, and 30th November, 1884, and the cause of discharge; also the 
number of Re- engaged men and recruits, 
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To His Excellency the Most Honourable the Marquess of Lansdowne, Governor 
General of Canada, &c., &c. 

May it Pusase Your EXcELLENCY,— 

The undersigned has the honor to lay before Your Excellency the Annual 
Report of the Commissioner of the North-West Mounted Police Force. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN A. MACDONALD, 
Superintendent-G'eneral of Indian Affairs. 
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N. W. Mountep Potiog, 
HEAD QUARTERS, 
Reaina, 31st December 1885. 


To the Right Honorable 
Sir Joun A. MacponaLp, G.C.B., 
Superintendent-General of Indian Affairs. 
Ottawa. 


Sir,—I have the honor to hand you my report for the year 1885. 

It will probably be convenient, in treating of events, as far as possible in their 
chronological order, if I distinguish between reports connected with the ordinary 
police work and those descriptive of operations during the Rebellion. The latter, there- 
fore will be found complete in Part II of this report. 


BAAR Wiel, 


The periodical reports forwarded each month will have furnished the details of 
the police work performed from day to day, and it is unnecessary for me to further 
allude to them, except in some few special instances. 

The following is a recapitulation of the cases tried in the North-West Territo- 
ries during the past year. The rebellion is, of course, responsible, to a great extent, 
for the abnormal. proportions of several portions of the eallender, while on the other 
hand the withdrawal of every available man and horse for duty in the north left 
the large districts in the south with very inadequate Police protection for a period 
of some months. 


REcAPITULATION of cases tried and disposed of in the North West Territories during 
the past year :— 


High treason - - - . - . “ 4 
Treason felony - - - . - - 92 
Felony - - - - : - : - 12 
Murder - - - - - - . 17 
Accessory to murder - - - - - “ 4 
Arson - - - - - - - 4 
Shooting with intent - - - - - - 2 
Horse stealing - - - - - - 48 
Bringing stolen property into Canada ~ : - 1 
Cattle stealing - - - - - - 9 
Larceny - - - - - - ° 56 
Embezzlement - - - . : - 2 
Non-payment of wages : - - - - 4 
Selling intoxicants - ° : - - 29 
Giving intoxicants toIndians == - . - . 16 
Intoxicants in possession -~— - - - - 76 
Manufacturing intoxicants - - : - - 3 
Refusing to give information concerning liquor’ - . 1 
Gambling . - - - - - - 17 
Assault - - : - - ° - 42 
Assault and battery - - : : - - 7 
Indecent asrault - - - - - - 2 
Drunk - - - - - - - 19 
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Drunk and disorderly’ - - - - - 
Insanity - - - - 5 z a 
Vagrancy ° - - 
Receiving money under false pretences - - - 
Assaulting police - ° - = - 
Threatening to kill - - - : : 2 
Attempted seduction - - 2 2 é 
Fraud - - - - 2 = - 
Malicious injury to property - ~ - “ 
Setting fire to prairie - - - 
House breaking - - i a = 
Illegal possession of property - - e = 
Receiving stolen property - - - - 
Perjury - - 

Wife desertion = - - . : * : 
Obtaining goods under false pretences - - - 
Suicide - - : 

Military prisoners - - - é é 
Miscellaneous - - - - « 
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INDIANS. 


From the foregoing statement you will observe that the offence of giving or 
ailing intoxicating liquor to Indians is on the increase, and I would very strongly 

urge the adoption of measures to prevent its further development. 

These offences have principally occurred in the McLeod district, where whiskey 
eddlers from the other side of the line traffic amongst the Indians of that section, 
he maximum punishment which at present can be awarded for that offence is not 

sufficient to act as a deterrent with the lawless class of men who are concerned in the 
traffic, and I would recommend that it be made a penitentiary offence, without the 
option of a fine—at all events, within the limits of treaty No. 7. 

The Indians themselves are very much averse to liquor being brought amongst 

them, and not infrequently give information on the subject. 


On the 6th March, at Fort McLeod, an Indian named “Iron Shirt” was arrested 
on a charge of horse stealing, on complaint by another Indian named “ Black Horse.” 
The former, who was committed for trial, attempted, a few days later, to commit suicide 
in his cell by means of his moccasin strings, which he tied round his neck and to 
his bed. He was discovered in time to prevent any serious results. 


On the 12th of the same month, at the same place, Constable Hilliard, from Stand 
Off reported to Superintendent Cotton that he had endeavored to arrest some Indians, 
but had been unable to do so, A mounted party was at once ordered to the reserve, 
but their services were not required, as the four Indians wanted came into the post 
and gave themselves up, saying that they did not intend to defy the police, but had 
no horses to come in on, They were allowed to go with a caution. 


On the 31st March, in consequence of representations which had been made to 
the Lieutenant-Governor, Sergeant Paterson, with two scouts, proceeded from Maple 
Creek to Pie-a-pot Creek, Cypress Hills, to enquire into the occupation of sundry 
Indians said to be located there, He reported : “I found Front Man’s camp of Crees, 
numbering twenty-five families, some being in houses they had built, the others in 
lodges. As far as I could see they were occupying themselves in trying to putina 
crop of potatoes, but as they had no implements, except cne spade, the others using 
sharpened stakes and hatchets, the headway they made was small. A few were 
fishing with dip-nets and catching suckers enough to feed themselves. As it had 
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been rumored that tbese Indians were making bows and arrows to arm themselves, 
the sale of ammunition being stopped, I went into every lodge and house and care- 
ully looked for any sign of such work. [also went through the bush in the vicinity, 
thinking this might be done outside. (These Indians are not receiving Government 
aid, as they have refused to go to their reserve.) 

“IT could see nothing to lead any one to suppose any had been made, and think 
the rumor was without any foundation—not that it would have been of any con- 
sequence, a8 no wood can be obtained here to make bows of any strength.” 


Two of the File Hill Indians, named “ Star Blanket ” and “ Pee-pee-kis-is ” 
were, on the 16th June, brought to Regina from Fort Qu’Appelle, charged with 
leaving their reserve, and with firearms &c., proceeding in the direction of Fort 
Qu’Appelle, whereby there was imminent risk of provoking a breach of the peace. 
‘Star Blanket ’” had been warned by the Indian agent that if Indians left their 
reserves there would probably be trouble, as there was a number of soldiers at Fort 
Qo’Appelle; but on the 14th June the agent foand the whole camp (composed of 
about 300) four or five miles to the west of the reserve limits—that is, in the 
direction of Fort Qu’Appelle ; and as the Indians were armed with guns, bows and 
arrows, clubs &c., @ collision was more than probable, in the event of their coming in 
contact with the troops. Indian Agent Macdonald took with him a police constable, 
who brought “ Star Blanket ” out of a lodge in the camp, and took him into 
custody, he being a chief of his tribe, and so responsible, in a measure, for the acts 
thereof. ‘“ Pee-pee-kis-is”” was not in the camp, having gone to Fort Qu’Appelle, 
contrary to instructions, and was arrested on return therefrom. 

About this time a number of prisoners capiured at Batoche were hourly 
expected on their way to Regina, and the necessity for these Indians being confined 
to their reserves was exceptionally great. 

At the preliminary examination the prosecutor on behalf of the Indian Depart- 
ment withdrew the charge, and the prisoners having been cautioned, were allowed 
to go. 


On the 25th July Superintendent Mclllree reported by telegraph that a man named. 
Mclvor had been shot on the 23rd by Indians, at a spot about eight miles above the 
Saskatchewan Landing, and that a party had left for that place. The wounded man 
was removed from Swift Current to the police hospital at Maple Creek, where he 
died on the 29th idem. From his deposition taken on the 25th, it appeared that he 
came from British Columbia, and having taken boat at Calgary, was on his way to 
Prince Albert to join his two brothers. Having left Calgary on the 8th, and passed 
Medicine Hat he said : “I came to camp Thursday about noon, and in leaning over 
camp fire a bullet whistled between my arm, which was stretched out, and my body; 
cut my shirt. I ran towards my boat and shoved off; only got a short distance ; ran 
on sand bar. Indians fired seven or eight shots, and one old back waded out (I was 
lying at bottom of boat, which I canted up on off side, so as to try and get some 
protection from bullets), and put his gun to my body and fired [ jumped up and 
out of the boat, after the old buck, who was retracting towards shore, and as he was 
reloading his gun (old muzzle loader). Iran for my axe, which was in a log near 
camp fire, rushed at Indian, grabbed his gun, and brought my axe on his head, 
knocking @ut his brains, I think. Left him for a dead man, and got back to my boat 
quickly as possible, and shoved off sand bar and drifted down stream. Think I was 
about forty miles west of Saskatchewan ferry, and when passing there men in charge 
noticed boat coming down, and men from steamer “ Minnow” which was lying at 
ferry, put off in their boat and towed me in. 

Constable Partridge, who was in charge of the party detached to follow up the 
matter, started from Swift Current early on the morning of the 25th ; crossed the 
Saskatchewan and went about twenty miles up the river on the north side that day. 
Another twenty-three miles the following morning brought them to some bush, where 
they found the head and tail of a grey horse very recently killed; further on in the 
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bush they found three brush teepees, and a place where it seemed as if the horse’s 
skin had been tanned and a canoe made of it. A mile further on they came upon 
tracks of bare-footed Indians opposite a sand bar in the river. There were traces of 
a recent camp fire, and an axe hidden in the bush hard by. This was doubtless the 
spot. The constable reported: ‘“ I am afraid Mclvor did not kill an Indian, as he 
claims he did, as we could not find any trace, and could see every foot print in the 
sand.” 
Three of the party then examined the water’s edge for about twenty miles, and 
three others searched the sand hills, but neither party found any indications of the 
route the Indians had taken, Constable Partridge was of opinion that they had 
crossed the river and returned to the landing, to take up, if possible, the trail on the 
south side, but arrived to find that Sergeant Major Douglas and a party had gone a 
head of him. On the 4th August Superintendent MclIllree reported that the country 
had been thoroughly scouted between Maple Creek and Medicine Hat on the one side, 
and as far as the mouth of Swift Current Creek on the other, but no traces of 
the Indians in question could be found. He added: “Ido not think the Indians 
who killed McIvor crossed the river, as some men coming down river in boat picked 
up the skin boat made by Indians, and saw them on the north bank.” 


Late on the evening of the 29th July Superintendent MclIllree received indirect 
intelligence that there had been trouble with Indians at Sand’s Mill, at the head of 
the Cypress Hills, about forty-five miles from Maple Creek. 

Being unable to obtain any specific information, he telegraphed to Sergeant 
Duchesnay, at Medicine Hat, to start for the mill at day light next morning, sending 
a non-commissioner officer and party from Maple Creek at the same time. It 
appeared that about dinner time on the 29th seven Indians rode up to the mill and 
asked for dinner, which was given them; they stayed but a short time, and subse- 
quently went up the mountain to the camp of an Indian named “ Wild Cat,” cut up 
his lodge, destroyed his property, stole his horse and took away his squaw. They 
then returned to the logging camp, turned their horses into an oat field, took what 
provisions they wanted, lighted a fire near the buildings, and danced and sang all 
night. The mill bands had betaken themselves to the mill. When Sergeant 
Duchesnay arrived, about noon on the 30th, the Indians had gone. Their trail was 
not readily found, but was eventually found leading south. “ Wild Cat’s” horse waa 
found tied up in the brush, and the squaw returned on the second day. 

The Jndians were Blackfeet, who promised to come back and burn the mill, as the 
foreman said ; so a small detachment was left there temporarily The Indian agent 
at the Blackfoot Crossing reported that there were only seven young men off the 
reserve, and as he knew their names he was requested to inform Superintendent 
Herchmer of their return to the reserve. On the 11th inst. that officer started for 
the reserve with thirty-two men, telegraphing to Mr. Begg to meet him on the 
prairie that night, and give him the names of the maurauders. Through some 
misunderstanding, Mr. Begg did not meet Superintendent Herchmer until the latter 
was within a mile of the reserve, when, in giving the names, he said that he had 
told “ Crowfoot” what the police were coming for. Superintendent Herchmer 
then thought it advisable to see ‘“ Crowfoot” before searching the camps. “I did 
80,” he says, “ but he was unwilling to interfere, and struck me as being in a sulky 
state. I then proceeded to the portion of the camp where the required men lived, 
which was alongside ‘ Running Rabbit’s,’ a minor chief, but none of them were to 
be found. I am positive that they were warned, and had not slept in camp the 
night previous, as all their kits were away and tents empty. 

“T then explained to the assembled Indians what I wanted, and advised them to: 
produce the Indians, but with no avail. There was apparently great excitment in the 
camp, and I am confident that if the accused men had been found we should have 
had to fight for their capture, which I was prepared to do, but which I am thankfal 
to say did not happen. 


“ The Indians produced four horses. As one was a police horse, I was confident 
their statement was true, and that they had found the horses on the prairie, and that 
they had been lost by other Indians or half-breeds escaping from the north. 

“ T returned to Gleichen and camped for the night, several Indians following my 
party. I had a long consultation with them, and arrived at a better feeling. They 
promised to produce the accused men, and I have no doubt will do so before long. 
Among other things, the Indians told me they did not know who we were, being ia 
brown suits ; that they thought we were some of General Strange’s scouts, or might be 
& party arriving to disarm them.” 


On the 31th July, in consequence of representations having been made to the 
Lieutenant-Governor that raids had been committed by Indians on divers settlers in 
the Cresent Lake and York Colony neighborhood, Sergeant Hooper, with fifteen 
men, and Interpreter Leveillé, proceeded to Broadview to trace and arrest the 
perpetrators. 

Out of O-Kan-ese’s band, at the east end of Crooked Lakes, he arrested four of 
the Indians wanted and sent them to headquarters. Going then to Fort Pelly he 
secured Thomas Brass, and calling at Mus-co-pe-tung’s reserve, picked up Pa-sung, send- 
ing these two under escort to Regina. His next objective point was the Fishing 
Lakes, near Touchwood, to apprehend Too-too-nee-gan and John Fox, but on arriving 
there found Too-too-nee-gan had been recently seen on the Crooked Lakes reserve, 80 
apprehending John Fox he returned thither, but did not succeed in finding his man. 

Of the foregoing, Brass and Fox were subsequently discharged. Of the remainder 
four were awarded three years, and the fifth two years in the penitentiary. 


In a report of the 26th October last, Superintendent Cotton desired to bring to 
my “notice and that of the Honorable the Minister the objectionable changes that 
have come about in the general bearing and feeling of the Indians in this southern 
section of the Territories, I now express it as my positive opinion that the feeling 
of the Blood Indians towards the Government and white men generally is at this 
present moment very far from one of a friendly character. In this respect the past 
year has brought a marked change, particularly among the young men, who plainly 
show that a spirit of unrest and disquiet is not dorment within them.” Alluding to 
the Rebellion and its suppression, he says: “It must be remembered that the 
accounts of the various scenes enacted in the north are received by the Indians more 
from an Indian point of view than from actual facts. * * * The loss of the 
troops was magnified and that of the Indians minimized. This is what they still 
believe, and I think it shows them an Indian can be influenced and his sympathy 
aroused by another Indian much more thoroughly and forcibly than by any white 
man. The chiefs and old men having greater and more varied experience, are much 
more prone to form correct and logical conclusions; and they, though certainly not 
without their aboriginal prejudices, are, for the most part, aware of and ready to 
admit the universally honorable, humane, and even markedly generous treatment 
they have at all times had at the hands of the Government. Still, their influence does 
not appear strong enough to successfully inoculate the younger men with such @ 
train of thought, and it must not be forgetten that the younger men played the most 
important part in this rebellion, * * * * ee aa 

“Tt should, I think, be borne in mind that our experience during the past 
summer has furnished us with whatI may term data, from which we may with 
safety assume that had any serious reverse happened to the troops serving in the 
north an almost simultaneous outbreak would have occurred in the south, KHven 
as I write 1 cannot but call to mind the far from peaceable effect produced here 
when the news of the fight at Fish Creek became known.” 

After adverting to the hereditary enmity between the Blackfeet and Crees, and 
expressing his belief that these tribes would, nothwithstanding, make common cause 
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against the white man, Superintendent Cotton continues, with reference to the des- 
patch of some war parties on horse stealing expeditions :— 

“ This horse stealing on the part of the younger men is doing an incalculable 
amount of harm throughout the camp. Setting aside the complications it may, at 
any time, give rise to with the United States Government, it unsettles them greatly; 
If one man succeeds in evading arrest, the others are thus prompted to copy him 
and so doing is considered a signal sign of personal bravery that invariably meets 
with universal approbation. 

“Thus, a large number of our Blood Indians are becoming professional horse- 
thieves, and though their operations are carried on, for the greater part, south of 
the international boundary line, it cannot be said to be universally the case, and 
“war parties often visit distant portions of our Territories, solely for the purpose of 
horse stealing. 

“That our Indians can, with the utmost ease, procure strong alcoholic drink in 
the United States, is unquestionably the fact. his proves a powerful incentive 
towards the continuance of these southern migrations, as does also the fact that 
they receive aid, most willing]y proffered, in their criminal practises from their 
blood relations, the South Piegans (also of the Blackfoot Nation). The last men- 
tioned Indians dare not themselves steal American horses, but they gladly accept 
horses from our Indians in payment for help and information afforded. In addition 
to this, our Indians go over to the United States to purchase ammunition. They 
can ard do get any quantity of it from American traders, who appear to be 
specially equipped for the purpose of making such sales,” 

Superintendent Cotton then alludes to the discontent of the Indians, with regard 
to the Canadian law which prohibits stolen property being brought into Canada. 
They can understand being punished if they are found with horses, &c., stolen in 
this country, but they cannot comprehend the justice of punishing them for 
stealing across the line—the more so, as there is no reciprocal provision on the 
other side. 

While on this subject, I may mention a proposition which has been under dis- 
€ussion by the stockmen of the west, which I think deserves consideration. It is 
that each tribe of Indians in Treaty No. 7 be allotted a duly registered horse brand, 
with which all bona fide horses of Indians may be marked, and the brands defaced in 
case of sale, in presence of an Indian Department official. 

I desire hereto, express my appreciation of the courtesy shown by Mr. James 
W. Taylor, the United States Consul at Winnipeg, in connection with whiskey 
traffic on St. Mary’s River, and of the prompt action of his Government in the 
matter, 

Superintendant Cotton telegraphed, in October last, that a whiskey trader had 
established himself at St. Mary’s River, a few miles south of the boundary line, and 
was doing much harm. I immediately wrote to Mr. Taylor, soliciting his kind 
ffices. Hoe represented the matter to Washington, and the United States authorities 
promptly displaced the offender. 

I have for some time past advocated an increase of police force at McLeod, and 
in my report of last year recorded my opinion that the division there would ere 
long require to be doubled. 

In December Jast I detached “ H ” division thither, with the happiest results. 

Since the arrival of the additional 100 men the demeanour of the Indians 
has undergone a marked change for the better, as I had ample opportunity of 
observing during my recent visit to that neighborhood. I am of opinion however, 
that the strength of Fort McLeod should consist of 200 non-commissioned 
officers and men irrespective of outposts, These will require about fifty men, and 
I would recommend, therefore, that the present force be increased by that number. 


On the 2nd November, at McLeod, a Blood Indian, namod ‘ Wind Bellows” 
maurdered his wife at the reserve. Superintendent Cotton went to the reserve with 


a large party to make the arrest, but the murderer could not be found. He had, it 
subsequently oH bates made straight for the South Piegan camp on the other side 
of the line, and has remained there since. 


With regard to the northern district of which Battleford is the central head- 
quarters, exhaustive reports have been previously forwarded to your Department, 
and it is unnecessary for me to repeat them at length here. I would, however, 
quote a few shorts extracts from reports made by 'the Assistant Commissioner, who 
had been instructed to obtain and transmit as much information as possible. Under 
date of the 26th October last he says :-— 

“ The truth is, the reports about the Indians and their doings are numerous 
and conflicting, and having considered the matter with the information I have, I 
have come to the conclusion that the Indians are somewhat discontented, owing to 
the fact that certain ill-advised reports seem to have been circulated among them 
as to their future treatment.” 

The substance, shortly, of some of these rumours is, that they will not be 
permitted to beat their drums and dance, nor to paint their faces, &c. That which 
seems to have frightened them most is a report that all those who were concerned 
in the recent troubles would be arrested. 

The serious possible results of these and like mischievous reports can ha’dly be 
over-estimated. Kiven if it is the intention of the Indian Department to carry out 
such reforms, there is no necessity for talking about them until the time comes for 
bringing them into force. It goes without saying that in the case of the northern 
indians, at least, our true policy lies in teaching the Indians that we are content to 
let byegones be byegones, and that we bear no malice. 

Major Crozier says: “I see no necessity for any serious trouble with the 
Indians. It is only necessary that they be managed fairly and justly. From what 
{ hear, I believe the Indians fully appreciate and feel the power of the Government, 
Tn fact, in that respect, this section of the country isin a better condition than 
ever, yet, as I have before said, I think we should so act towards them that they 
will at least feel that they are not to be deprived of all the privileges and pleasures 
which exist for them, for if they do not so feel, their discontent is very apt to lead 
them to acts of recklessness which, if not leading to a general Indian outbreak, will 
at least cause a most unsatisfactory and unsettled state of affairs in the country. 
Altogether, I am of opinion that Indian matters in this section of the country are 
in asatisfactory condition, because any uneasiness or discontent that exists, can, I 
believe, be allayed by judicious and careful management on the part of those who 
come directly in contactwith them from day to day.” 


A report having been made during October that about twenty Indians belonging 
to “Grizzly Bear’s Head’s” band, of twenty-five of “ Little Pinés” band, with three 
belonging to “Sweet Grass” reserve, had left for the south, Superintendent Mclllree, 
whom I instracted to intercept them, if possible, and if unsuccessful to ascertain 
their ultimate destination, reported, on the 4th November that “Grizzly Bear’s 
Head ” and some of his people were in the Little Rockies, south of the line. He said: 

“ There are about sixty of our Indians camped together there, having been put 
off the U.S. reserve at Belknap. I have not been able to ascertain what route they took 
from ibe north to Belknap, but have written to Major Lincoln, asking him if he can 
find out for me, and also if he is at liberty to tell me what disposition is going to be 
made of our refugee Indians.”’ , 

Major Lincoln, Indian agent on the Belknap reserve, in replying to Super- 
intendent MclIllrse’s letter, on the 2%th November, said: 

‘‘In regard to the Crees who have fled to this side of the line, I have to inform you 
that I, upon their arrival, notified the head of the Indian Department of the situation, 
and received orders to remove them from the reservation; but a few days before 
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receiving said instructions they had all got up and moved to the neighborhood of 
Fort Assiniboine, out of our jurisdiction, Had they remained I should certainly 
have placed them on the British side of the line. We desire to be rid of them, but 
unless they come back within my jurisdiction it is not probable that anything will 
be done with them, unless you make application under the Extradition Treaty, &c. 

“The last I know of them they were near Fort Assiniboine, but I have lately 
heard they were going to the “Crows”. lam unable to give you the route they 
travelled in coming here ”— 

In forwarding this letter, Superintendant MclIllree reports that he had ascertained: 
that “ Little Poplar” and all our Indians were camped about seventy miles from Belk- 
map, on the Missouri River. 


With respect to the district of Prince Albert, Superintendent Perry reports: 
‘The half-breed population is quiet, and the feeling amongst them, to a great extent, 
appears to be one of regret for the past troubles. Very few will acknowledge that 
they took up arms of their own free will, claiming that they were persuaded and 
forced into the trouble. 

“They are now entirely dependent on freighting and government assistance, 

‘T have seen the priests of the different half-breed missions, and they all tell a 
piteous tale of starvation and want among their people. 

“Inspector Cuthbert, who recently visited the Half-breed settlements, reports 
that the half-breeds are in want, and will require a great deal of assistance. No 
trouble need be feared from them.” 

“‘ The Indians are very quiet and peaceable. Some danger has been apprehended 
from the Indians at Duck Lake who were engaged in the recent outbreak. These 
Indians were not paid their treaty money and, I believe, are not receiving much 
assistance, as will be seen in Inspector Outhbert’s report. This officer says, under 
date the 17th November: From the Indians of Beardy’s reserve, who were rebels, 
and whom I saw, I learned that they were having very hard times. I could learn 
nothing from the Indians themselves or from settlers in the vicinity in confirmation 
of current reports of brewing trouble. No alarm is felt as to their raiding on freighters 
or settlers, and no communication is held by them with Indians in the Battleford 
district. 

“At present none are off the reserve, except the few that aro hunting in the 
bush, and no strange Indians are among them. They complain of not getting 
enough rations, and not having suitable firearms for killing game, but in other 
respects are quiet and peaceable. 

“The opinion appeared general among the half-breeds that their late leader 
Riel deserved the sentence of death passed upon him, as they attribute all their 
troubles to him, the majority of them having been forced or persuaded into open 
revolt by Riel and Damont. The exceptions are rare where the half-breed admit that 
he took up arms of his own free will.” 


BUILDINGS—BABBAOKS, &0. 


Notwithstanding the accession of 500 additional men to the force, no provision 

has, as yet, been made for their accommodation, with the exception of one large 

room built at Regina for prison purposes, which was subsequently converted 
into a barrack room. 

At Regina the barrack rooms have been crowded—so much go as to effect the men’s 
health—and it has been necessary to send recruits away to outposts before they were 
properly trained. Half of the Quartermaster’s store is now fail of men, to the great 
inconvenience and prejudice of the Quartermaster’s department. 

At Fort McLeod twenty-seven of “HH” division are quartered in the building of 
the old post (already condemned), and at other points, such as Edmonton, Battleford 
and Prince Albert, temporary provision has been made for the winter, but I would 
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urgently impress upon your notice the advisability of making adequate provision for 
the present strength of the force, in both men and horses as soon as the weather opens. 

I would also remark that police posts near large Indian reserves, such as that at 
Fort McLeod, should be protected by earthworks and a stockade. 

The post at Wood Mountain, when erected, should be similarly strengthened. 

All police posts, no matter where situated, should be surrounded by a fence of 
some kind. 

The riding school at Regina has been commenced, but work is discontinued 
during the severe weather. It is not probable that it will be ready for use before 
June next. 

In my report of 1881 I recommeded that our post should be moved to Edmonton 
from Fort Saskatchewan, which is eighteen miles distant. I euggested “that an 
entirely new post be built at Edmonton,” and quoted a report from Superintendent 
Herchmer, in which he said: “There is no doubt that our detachment should be at 
Edmonton instead of Fort Saskatchewan, every day shows me more clearly the 
mistake. The work of that detachment is at Edmonton, &c.”’ 

The same arguments apply more forcibly to-day. 


CLOTHING. 


The suitability of the present dress of the police has long been a moot point. 

On the one hand, the red coat, from long association, has the confidence of the 
Indians, and conduces to the smartness aud soldierly appearance of the men. On the 
other hand, a red coat soon loses its colour amid the dust and dirt of prairie travel. 

Isee no necessity for an alteration in the tunic, which is used on full dresa 
parades, &c., but consider that a working suit of some stout material is very desirable. 

There coald hardly be a better pattern both as regards material and cut, than the 
suit worn recently by Methuen’s horse in South Africa, 

I forwarded, in July 1884, a pattern of a cap which [ considered suitable for 
prairie work, in that it shades the eyes and back of the neck, is light to wear, servi- 
ceable in color, easy to carry when not in wear, and of little cost. 


HELMETS AND GAUNTLETS, 


It is an object to do away with pipeclay as much as possible. It was for this 
reason that I recommended, last year, the adoption of brown leather gauntlets, such 
as are worn by the mounted infantry of the Imperial service, in place of the white 
ones with which we are now equipped. 

The same remark applies to the helmet, future issues of which shoald be of buff 
or brown leather. It would be better, also, if they were not so tall as the present 
pattern, which presents an unnecessary surface to the wind on the prairie, and is 
thereby rendered very uncomfortable to the wearer. 


BARRACK FURNITURE, BEDS, &C. 


In my reports of 1882 and 1884 I alluded to the desirability of providing barrack 
farniture for the men, more espesially bedsteads. The comfort of the men, far more 
than the appearance of their rooms, is involved in this matter, 


GOVERNOR GENERAL’S VISIT. 


On the arrival of His Excellency the Governor General at Indian Head, on the 
21st September, he was received by a strong escort of 100 men. A small mounted 
escort, by his desire, accompanied him from Indian Head via Katepwa to Fort 
Qu’Appelle, thence to Qu’Appelle station where he embarked for Regina, a train escort 
of one officer and tweuty-fuur men accompanying him thither. ‘he usual guard of 
honour received him at the Capital. On the evening of the 23rd September, with the 
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same escort, His Excellency left Regina for Dunmore, thence proceeding to Lethbridge, 
where he arrived on the afternoon of the 24th, and was received by a guard of honour 
from Fort McLeod. On the 25th a mounted escort accompanied His Excellency 
from Lethbridge via Fort Kipp to the Blood Reserve, about eight miles from which he 
was met by the Indian agent and a party of Indians on horseback. His Excellency 
had a long interview with the Bloods, and camped for the night on the opposite side 
of the Belly River. On the 26th His Excellency visited the Cochrane ranche, and 
Fort McLeod on the following day, remaining for the night in the police barracks. 
On the 28th, failiny an appearance of the Piegan Indians, who were to have come in 
early, His Excellency started for Calgary, camping for the night at Mosquito Creek, 
50 miles north of Fort Macleod, and reaching Calgary about 6 p.m. next day. 
A guard of honour at the railway station was there furnished from “ E” division, 
and the 29th was spent in visiting the Indians at the Blackfoot crossing, the vice-regat 
arty and escort taking train from Calgary to Cluny where His Honor the Lieutenant- 
overnor was in waiting. Arrived at the agency at the Blackfoot crossing, His 
Excellency had a long interview with the Blackfeet, and subsequently returned to 
Calgary, whence a small train escort accompanied him to Donald. 
His Excellency was pleased to express his approbation of the smartness of the 
men and horses composing the various escorts, and of the state of their Barracks. 


HORSE STEALING. 


There has been a considerable falling off during the past year in the crime of 
horse stealing. 

Many horses have undoubtedly changed hands without the customary transfer 
of the circulating medium, but the professional horse thief has not been so conspi- 
cuous on this side of the line as might have been expected. The scouts along the 
southern frontier prevented free ingress from the United States during the outbreak, 
and an outpost, varying in strength from 10 to 35 men has been stationed at Wood 
Mountain throughout the summer, with parties watching the Turtle Mountains, 
Moose Mountain and Wood Mountain trails, the south-east and south has been well 
provided for. 

On the 17th August, in consequence of a report that horse thieves were lying 
hidden in the Moose Mountain, Sergeant Kempster, with Interpreters Léveillé and 
LeQuesne, and twenty mounted constables, left for that place to arrest them. A few 
days previously Constable Sayer, who was on leave near Moose Mountain, had 
reported thad he received a bullet wound in the thigh from a supposed horse thief 
named Wilson, whom he intended to arrest. Having ascertained particulars from 
Sayer, Sergeant Kempster obtained a warrant for the apprehension of Frank Wilson 
alias Williams. He then visited White Bear’s reserve and engaged six of his men to 
assist searching the east end of the mountain. 

On the 20th and 21st the whole party thoroughly scoured the east and north 
sides of the mountain, but saw no recent traces or trails of men or horses. On the 
23rd nine reliable Indians were selected from Pheasant Tail’s reserve, and on the 
two following days the west side of the mountain was completely searched. 

Pheasant Tail said that they had not seen any white men in or near the moun- 
tain this year. Captain Pierce, J.P., had been told that the horse thieves bad left the 
mountain and gone tothe Pipe Stcne Valley. Thither Sergeant Kempster proceeded, 
and satisfied himself that not only were there no men or horses therein, but that 
there were no traces of any having been there, 

Sergeant Kempster, on his return to Head quarters on the 29th, reported: 
“ During the time 1 was searching for horse thieves I enquired of every settler I 
came to whether he bad seen or heard of any persons being about answering the 
description of Frank Wilson or Budd, and no one had seen any such person.” On 
the withdrawal of Sergeant Kempster Corporal Sinclair and four men were left to 
do duty in the Moose Mountain and neighborhood, in addition to three constables. 
*who had remained there since last year. 


ll 
—"$"_—0000000wo09WyTwsT09D9WWS9NM99DS eee 


At Maple Creek Superintendent MclIlree reported, on the 6th October, that: 
several attempts had been made by Indians to steal the horses of the detachment 
stationed near Sand’s mill, at the head of the Cypress Mountain. 

“On one occasion, when some men from the Walsh detachment were there,. 
their horses were put in an addition at the back of the stable, and when the picquet 
discovered that something was wrong, one hcrse had been taken out of the stable, 
the halter shank having been cut. The thief ran for the bush on the appearance of 
the picquet, leaving the horse behind him. On the night of the Ist June another 
attempt was made, Constable Harstone, on picquet, saw a man at the stable door, 
and on challenging him the man dropped and ran. Harstone fired twice at him, 
and the Indian returned the fire and escaped into the bush. The same night a horse 
was stolen from the north stable. The thieves always choose a dark, stormy night 
for their attempts, and in the thick woods at the head of the mountains it is almost 
an impossibility to find an Indian.” 

During the outbreak Superintendent McIlree reports the Maple Creek district 
“ was almost entirely free from horse stealing ; but on the 18th July four horses were 
stolen from Hay Creek, the property of the Leveillé family. The loss was not 
reported for many hours. From what I have been able to learn, the horses were stolen 
by Indians from the United States. 

“On the night of the 15th October the wire fence surrounding Abbott’s field at 
Maple Creek was cut, and nine horses taken out. About 11 a.m., next day six of 
them came back, one with a lariat around his neck. Abbott did not report until 1 
p.m., when it was too late to do any good. The trail was followed past Davis’ Lake, 
apparently heading for Belknap, U.S. On the night of the 27th another raid was suc- 
cessfully made, by which Front Man lost all his horses, as did a settler named Sinclair. 
Sergeant Paterson and a party started immediately in pursuit, but without result, and 
in connection therewith Superintendent MclIllree says : “ Before the prairie fires 
I had different detachments out camped in the best position to intercept horse thieves. 
Since the prairie was all burnt up I was compelled to bring them in, but have con- 
stantly been sending out scouting parties, They have tried every method of catching 
the thieves, stopping up all night, and have not hesitated to follow the trail through 
the thickest timber, or wherever it led. I have some of the best scouts in the coun- 
try, and they have worked well. These Indians mostly come on foot, and lie round 
in thick timber duing the day, taking the horses at night. Getting along start and 
knowing the country so well, they pass over the most difficult ground to track on.” 

On the 3rd November Superintendent Mclllree reported. ‘Settlers on Hay 
Creek complained of being annoyed by Indians, and having to sleep with their horses 
every night. I have sent a party out there to watch at night. As soon as [ received 
your telegram about the Bloods having Jeft their reserve, I sent and warned every 
one who had stock to take extra precautions. Some took no notice, and some turned 
their horses out without a guard. On Fish Creek, where a large number of horses 
are owned, and where proper precautions have been taken, not a horse has been lost 
this summer, but one which was left tied out by itselt.” 

In consequence of the foregoing raids I detached Sergeant Paterson to Montana 
to endeavor to trace the horses which had been stolen during the autumn and to 
endeavor to obtain the assistance of the United States officials in recovering them. 
Hating arrived at Fort Assiniboine on the Ist December he was told by Vaptain 
Hunter, lst U.S. Cavalry, “that he had heen lately at the Piegan agency with a 
large detachment and had found no horses and had met with decided opposition from 
the Piegans, but as he had a large number of “Crows” with him it was doubtess 
directed principally against them.” 

Following up the Marias River to the agency he presented the letter with 
which he was furnished to Major Allen, the agent, who promised him “ every 
assistance that lay in his power which he himself described as ‘not much,’ as he was 
forced to rely on his twenty Indian police for all information.” With Major Allen’s 

rmissiop, having begged him to keep secret the purport of his visit, Sergeant 
aterson having the agency interpreter at his disposal, rode for four days through 
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all the horses he could find, examined each one closely, without discovering any that 
he was in search of. He then sent two of the men who were with him 
to Depuyer Creek, twenty miles to the south of the agency, and off the reservation, 
where he had heard that whiskey was being traded to Indians for horses. They found a 
sorrel, very closely resembling the description of a horse stolen from Medicine Hat, 
in the possession of a man who would not give it up, although he acknowledged 
having bought the horse from an Indian for $12, the auimal being worth at least 
$100. A large fresh brand on the neck was sufficient to cover up any other marks. 
In this case the agent said he could do nothing, a replevin suit being the only course 
open to Sergeant Paterson. On the 14th he assembled his Indian police and desired 
them to find out where any stolen horses were hidden, and bring themin. As the oaly 
result, one horse, belonging to Louis Leveillé, was found. No Indian put in a claim 
to the animal, so Sergeant Paterson was allowed to take him. 

With reference to the whiskey trading to Indians on Birch and Depuyer Creeks, 
Major Allen informed Sergeant Paterson that he was now taking strong measures to 
have the parties punished and removed. He said he was also making a complaint 
to his Department at Washington about the Bloods coming over there and killing 
cattle. 


HORSES. 


I am of opinion that the establishment of horses for each division should be 
100. Including the chargers of three officers, this admits of mounting only fifty- 
seven non-commissioned officers and men, leaving forty horses, viz., ten four—horse 
teams. 

Ten waggons, at least, are required to carry baggage, rations, &c., of 100 
men and forty-three dismounted men, in case of an entire division taking the 
field. The waggons, to carry this weight, must be strong, and therefore heavy, and 
less than four horses to each would not suffice when speed is an object. 

The ten waggons, so horsed, will carry the weight which it would require twenty 
pe horse waggons of lighter make to transport, and there is this objection to pair 

orse waggons, that if one or more horses “ play out” there are no others to fall back 
upon. With four horses it is possible to allow one to drop out for temporary relief, 
in case of necessity, without crippling the mobility of the whole party, or having to 
leave a waggon on the trail. 

The horses that have been sent hither from the east during the past year have 
stood the work as well as could be expected. Itis well known that eastern horses 
are not available for much work during the first year of their arrival in this country. 
Experience has shown*that they require a year or thereabouts to become acclimatized, 
and that during that time they should be put to moderate work only. After that 
time they are capable of standing a great deal of work. 

Team horses should, in almost all cases, be eastern horses. The Fort McLeod 
and Calyary division have good native horses, but they are, asa rule, the picked 
horses of the western country, and their equals are not to be had in sufficient 
numbers to completely equip even those two divisions. 

The usefulness of this force depends upon its mobility, and mobility depends 
upon the quality and sufficiency of horses and the suitability of the waggons, &c., 
used in transport. 


INOREASE OF FORCE, 


On the Ist October and November, respectively, in consequence of the accession 
of strength, I created five more divisions, making tea in all, each having an establish- 
ment of 100 non-commissioned officers and men, the former numbering fifteen. 
These divisions are numbered A, B, OC, D, EH, F, G, H, K, and the Depdt 
division. This last will be permanently stationed at headquarters, and to it all 
recruits on joining will be attached, being drafted therefrom as vacancies occur in 
the other divisions. 
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The headquarters staff are deducted from the Depdt division. The distribution 
of the force and the strength of the several divisions are as shown in the general 
* Distribution State,” in the appendix. 

Between the Ist January and 31st December, 1885, 608 recruits have joined 
the force, and have undergone such training as circumstances have permitted from 
time to time. 

The physique of the new men, as arule, is much above the average. Too large a 
proportion, however, are unable to ride, and are unaccustomed to horses 


Distrisutian State of the Force, compiled from latest Returns, 
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INDIAN PAYMENTS, 


The usual assistance has been rendered to the Indian Department at annual 
treaty payments. 

Strong escorts were placed at the disposal of the several agents, and the payments 
passed off without any noteworthy occurrence. 


LIQUOR TRAFFIC, 


The traffic in illicit liquor cannot, I regret to say, be said to be on the decline. 
The ingenuity which is devoted to encompass the transgression of the prohibitory 
Jaw is worthy of a better cause. Books (that is, zinc cases made up in the shape of 
books), sardine tins, oyster cans, coal oil cans and barrels, and many other receptacles, 
including trunks, are used to import liquor. The last mentioned, checked through 
as passenger’s baggage, were much in vogue during the early part of the year, and in 
connection therewith a very plausible complaint was made to Ottawa of the high 
handed action of the police, which, however, the complainants, did not substantiate by 
avowing themselves the owners of the checks in question. Details of the several 
seizures made have been already reported periodically. 

I may safely say that the majority of the people living in the North-West do not 
respect and do not hesitate to break the prohibitory liquor law. It is the unceasing 
and faithful endeavor to enforce the provisions of this law, in the face of a rapidly 
increasing population, and much greater facilities for evading it, to which the Police 
owe most of the adverse criticism to which they have been subjected. Men who were 
law abiding citizens in the old provinces think it no crime to evade the liquor law 
and do 80 on every opportunity. Ifsuch men are not caught, then the Police come 
in for abuse from temperance quarters. Ifon the other hand conviction follows, so 
much the worse for the Police, for, in nine cases out of ten, the conviction becomes a 
conception, which eventually gives birth to most unsparing abuse, not of the law, but 
of those whose duty it is to enforce it. 


LUNATICS. 


The following is the number and disposition of lunatics who have been confined 
here during the past year :— 
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June 18...}Wm. Jackson .....000....|Prince Albert ......0+. Aug. 10.../Transferred to Selkirk Asylum, 
by Order of Ais Honor the 
Lieut.-Governor. 
July 17...) Frank Lawton .... sesce oe GOW acess ---|Sept. 30... do do 
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Noy. 21...|John McIntyre....... Sitesens QuvAppelllOmeacccdscccee|\ecceseserace .«--|Held, pending instructions from 


His Honor the Lieut.-Governor. 


MAIL SERVICE, 


As heretofore, police constables have performed the duties of mail clerks along 
the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, from Moose Jaw westward. 

Three men have been employed between Moose Jaw and Medicine Hat, three 
between Medicine Hat and Calgary, and beyond that place one or more, as the train 
service required from time to time. 
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TRANSPORT, 


The transport necessary for the requirements of this force is of four kinds :— 

Ist. A heavy spring waggon for four horses. 

2nd. A light spring waggon for two horses. 

3rd. A heavy buckboard for two horses. 

4th. A light buckboard for a single horse. 

Of the first mentioned, there can be no better waggon than the large spring 
waggon in use at Fort McLeod. It has been in the force in constant use for yeara, is 
capable of carrying a weight of one and a-half tons, is very easy in running, and the 
body being high it is suitable for crossing rivers. It would advantageously supersede 
the lumber waggon of late years, 

Failing a waggon of this design, I would recommend the “ White Water” 
waggon, which is now nearly extinct in the force, These waggons came into the 
country with the Boundary Commission in 1871. After three years, service therewith, 
they were handed over to the police in 1874, and stood our heavy work for many 

ears. 
af Their special excellence may, to a very great extent, be accounted for by the 
fact that they were constructed under the supervision of the men who were going to 
use them, viz., the Royal Engineers. 
2nd. For a light spring waggon, two horses, [ would recommend a platform. 
spring. 

i 3rd. A heavy buckboard for two horses, suitable for a long trip for a small party 
who have to carry bedding, rations and foruge. 

The body of the buckboard should be high, and should rest on the cross-pieces 
attached to the axles, without any springs whatever. The seat should have a three 
leaved spring, and there should be a box under the seat. 

4th. A pattern of light buckboard for a single horse suitable for work round a 
post is built in Canada. ; 

With all waggons and buckboards, of whatever pattern or description, it is 
indispensable that the quality of the material used be of the best. 

Screws may be said to be useless for vehicles designed for police work. All 
attachments should be bolted, the nuts being rivetted. The iron work, spring and 
axles should be of particularly good material. 

If patterns are adopted for police waggons, &c., specifications should be laid 
down for the guidance of manufacturers, and the work should be inspected by an 
expert before being painted. 


TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION, 


A telegraph line has during the year, been constructed from Dunmore to Fort 
McLeod,and a railway from Danmore, on the Canadian Pacific Railway, to Lethbridge, 
a point about twenty-eight miles from Fort McLeod. In case of necessity it is, 
therefore, possible to throw a force into Lethbridge from headquarters within 
twenty-four hours, and this rapid communication is an important factor in the 
Indian question. 

A telegraph line has also been constructed from Moose Jaw to Wood Mountain. 
It is of some importance that this should be a Government line throughout, which 
at present it is not. Moose Jaw being about forty miles to the west of Regina, a 
message travels thither upon the railway wires, and is there transmitted to the 
Wood Mountain wire. 

If the Canadian Pacific Railway authorities would allow their poles to be used 
from here to Moose Jaw, a separate wire might there connect directly with the 
Wood Moantain wire, and the Wood Mountain post would be in immediate 
communication with headquarters, presuming, of course, that the Regina end of the 
wire branches directly into and terminates in my office. 
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The same may be said of the telegraphic communication with the north. From 
Qu’Appelle northward the line is a Government line, and messages are transmitted 
from the railway line to the Government line ; the delay in transmission, from one 
cause or another, having often proved not only troublesome but prejudicial to the 
country’s interest. I submit that a separate line should run from my office along 
the railway poles to Qu’Appelle station, and there connect with the Government 
line. Our northern posts would then bein direct communication with headquarters, 
and official telegraphic correspondence would not be published in a garbled and 
objectionable form. 

I have above alluded to communication with Wood Mountain post, but the line 
is of little value until the post is established. I beg to repeat my recommendations. 
of former years, as to the advisability of establishing a permanent post at that point. 
The reason for those recommendations do not now need further repetition. 


POLICE ACT. 


I submitted, in a special report dated 27th November, 1884, some alterations 
which I considered advisable in the Police Act, and would now add thereto a provi- 
sion that an offender convicted under the penal clauses of the Police Act for an 
offence against police discipline shall not be subject to any writ of habeas corpus. 
Failing this provision, the interests of discipline will assuredly suffer. 

I have already had occasion to insist that a police prisoner has an appeal from 
a sentence inflicted by his commanding officer to myself, and through myself, if 
necessary, to the “ Minister charged with the control and management of the Force,” 
put that no other appeal is intended, or can be allowed. Further, that no legal 
counsel can be permitted to interfere in a question of police discipline. 


CANADIAN PAOIFIO RAILWAY IN MOUNTAINS. 


The following is an account of the work performed by a detachment of the 
force under my command, who, under Inspector Steele, have been employed in the 
maintenance of law and order on that part of the Canadian Pacific Railway under 
construction in the mountains. 

Until the 10th June last, the distribution of this detachment was as follows :— 


Men. Horses. 
Laggan ....... Mavuikoceiagtsast: sabe edecteddermctrccceotoe ates: 1c a 
3rd Siding....... adéscaskseaeskises™ Vasenadepccactasinas auurieesred 2 be 
Golden City.....cccrccccscesceurnecercsscececereereres pee ei esnrats 8 7 
Ist Crossing.........se pagasicnteasineasionaes ivycuaseikheicesssnese 4 2 
Beaver Creek.........e0+000 Parcs evresaaaess POI ete asc wick caeart fe 1 
Summit of Selkirks......... SRE Cp Re a. SPR RE Ee er PME Le 1 
2nd Crossing.......0e.+0+- iaewegesnss Wau scaneas taeenpen re er | 2 


A little later, as construction proceeded, Golden City was left with three men 
and one horse, the balance being moved on to Beaver Creek. 

In the absence of gaol accommodation for the district of Kootenai, cells were 
constructed at the 3rd Siding, Golden City, 1st Crossing, Beaver Creek, Summit 
of Selkirks and 2nd Crossing. A mounted escort of four constables was detailed to 
escort the Canadian Pacific Railway paymaster whenever he required it. 

Inspector Steele reports :— 

“ About the first day of April, owing to their wages being in arrears, 1,200 of 
the workmen employed on the line struck, where the end of the track then was, 
and informed the manager of construction that unless paid up in full at once, and 
more regularly in future, they would do no more work. They also openly stated their 
intention of committing acts of violence upon the staff of the road, and to destroy 
property. I received a deputation of the ringleaders, and assured them that if they 
committed any act of violence, and were not orderly, in the strictest sense of the 
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word, I would inflict upon the offenders the severest punishment the law would 

allow me. They saw the manager of construction, who promised to accede to their 

demands, as far as lay in his power, if they would return to their camps, their-board - 
not to cost them anything in the meantime. Some were satisfied with this, and . 
several hundred returned to their camps. The remainder stayed at the Beaver (where 
there was a population of 700 loose characters), ostensibly waiting for their money. 
They were apparently very quiet, but one morning word was brought to me that 
some of them were ordering the bricklayers to quit work, teamsters freighting 
supplies to leave their teams, and bridgemen to leave their work. I sent 
detachments of police tg the points threatened, leaving only two men to take charge 
of the prisoners at my post. I instructed the menin charge of the detachments to 
use the very severest measures to prevent a cessation of the work of construction, 

“On the same afternoon Constable Kerr, having occasion to go to the town,. 
saw a contractor named Behan, a well known desperado (supposed to be in sym- 
pathy with the strike), drunk and disorderly, and attempted to arrest him. The con- 
stable was immediately attacked by a large crowd of strikers and roughs, thrown 
down and ultimately driven off. He returned to barracks, and on the return of 
Sergeant Fury, with a party of three men from the end of the track, that non-com- 
missioned officer went with two men to arrest the offending contractor, whom they 
found in a saloon in the midst of a gang of drunken companions. The two constables 
took hold of him and brought him out, but a crowd of men, about 200 strong, and all 
armed, rescued him, in spite of the most resolute conduct on the part of the police. 
The congregated strikers aided in the rescue, and threatened the constables if they 
persisted in their efforts.” 

“ As the sergeant did not desire to use his pistol, except in the most dire neces- 
sity, he came to me (I was onasick bed at the time) and asked for orders. I directed 
him to go and seize the offender, and shoot any of the crowd who would interfere. He 
returned, arrested the man, but had to shoot one of the rioters through the shoulder 
before the crowd would stand back. I then requested Mr. Johnston, J.P., to explain 
the Riot Act to the mob, and inform them that I would use the strongest measures to 
prevent any recurrence of the trouble, I had all the men who resisted the police, or 
aided Behan, arrested next morning, and fined them, together with him, $100 each, 
or six months hard labor.” 

“The strike collapsed next day. The roughs having had a severe ‘lesson, were 
quiet. The conduct of the police during this trying occasion was all that could be 
desired. There were only five at the Beaver at the time, and they faced the powerful 
mob of armed men with as much resolution as if backed by hundreds,” 

“ While the strike was in progress I received a telegram from His Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West Territories, directing me to proceed to Cal- 
gary at once with allthe men, but in the interests of the public service I was 
obliged to reply, stating that to obey was impossible until the strike was settled. 

‘‘ On the 7th day of April the laborers had been all paid, and I forthwith pro- 
ceeded to Calgary, leaving the men in charge of Sergeant Fary until everything was 
perfectly satisfactory.” 


On the 7th April a constable found in the Moose Jaw Creek the dead body of a 
man named Malaski, with a heavy chain attached. The same night Sergeant Fyffe 
arrested one John Connor on suspicion of being the murderer. An examination of 
Connor’s house showed traces of blood on the walls and floor, an attempt having been 
made to chip the stains off the latter with an axe, and further examination revealed 
the track of the body, which had been dragged from the house to the creek. The 
murder had evidently been committed with an axe, while the murdered man was 
lying on the bed, probably asleep, there being three deep wounds on the side of the 
head. 

Connor was convicted of the murder before Colonel Richardson, Stipendiary 
Magistrate, and a jury, on the 2nd May, and was executed here on the 17th July. 
The prisoner made no statement of any kind with respect to his guilt. 
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At Regina, on the 2nd June, a man named Kennedy was, about midnight, found 
near the guard room by the sentry on that post. Being unable to give a satisfactory 
account of himself, he was taken into custody. He had in his pocket a number of 
lucifer matches, with other odds and ends, and told a confused story of having been 
directed to the barracks for a night’s lodging. He was charged with vagrancy, and 
was next day discharged with a caution. 

On the following Sunday, the 7th, he was arrested for having, on the night 
previous, set fire to a railway bridge on the Canadian Pacific Railway, about six 
miles east of Regina, and on conviction thereof was sentenced to three years in the 
penitentiary. 

About 1 o’clock, a.m. on the 7th, a sentry apprehended another man whom 
he found lurking in the neighborhood of his post, and who was unable to give a 
satisfactory account of himself. This man received three months imprisonment with 
hard labor, as a vagrant. 

This being the second case of the kind within a few days, Superintendent Deane 
informs me that he reported the matter tothe Department at the time, in order that, 
if expedient, some provision might be made in the Vagrant Act to include more, 
specifically offences of this nature. 


On the 9th July at Medicine Hat, Robert Casey was shot by one Ben Hale, about 
9p.m., at the Four Mile Lake, This having been reported to Maple Creek at about 
10.30 p.m., a party was at once despatched to the scene of the occurence, when it 
was found that the murderer had gone across country, in the direction of the 
boundary line, with a saddle and pack horse. The night being very dark it was 
impossible to foliow him. The wounded man was carried to Medicine Hat, where he 
died on the morning of the 10th. 

The United States posts along the boundary line were notified by telegram of 
the route taken by the murderer. 

The murder was the outcome of a drunken argument about a horse race, as 
apparent from evidence taken at the coroner’s inquest. Sergeant Jones was 
despatched to Benton, in Montana Territory, to get the murderer arrested by the 
United States officials, but telegraphed to Superintendent Mclllree that although 
Sheriff Healy knew where to find Hale, he would not interfere, unless a reward,were 
offered. Ben Hale is therefore still at large. 


SOUTHERN MANITOBA. 


On the 28th July Inspector Sanders, one non-commissioner officer and twenty- 
four constables, with twenty-six horses, proceeded to Southern Manitoba for the 
prevention of horse stealing in a district stretching along the frontier from the 
eustern boundary of the municipality of Louise to the western boundary of the 
Province. A request for this protection had been made, on behalf of the settlers, 
by the Attorney-General at Winnipeg, and the Right Honorable the President of the 
Privy Council, in sanctioning “ for the present and until a local force is formed” the 
employment of a small detachment of police, reminded the Attorney-General “that 
it is not the duty of the Mounted Police to enforce the laws in Manitoba.” 

Inspector Sanders distributed his men between Manitou, Clearwater, Wakopa, 
Deloraine and Sourisford, and thoroughly patrolled the country within the limits 
laid down. 

He reported on the 4th August: “The country west of Deloraineis very 
po settled, but from Deloraine east the settlements are thick. A railway is being 

uilt from Manitou to within ten miles of Wakopa this autumn, and the number of 
horses which will be necessarily used in the construction will be a great temptation 
to horse thieves. 

“I enclose a map, on which I have shown, by an arrow on each side of the 
‘Turtle Mountain, the direction in which thieves go in and out of the country. They 
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cannot go through the mountains with stock, as they are thickly wooded, and the 
skirt round, using the timber as a hiding place for their camps.” On the 15th 
August he reported : “Some ponies have been run off at Moosomin, and so far this is 
the only case of horse stealing I have heard of.” 

On the 11th August it was reported by Constable Garnham, in charge of the 
Clearwater detachment, that a horse had been stolen from Morden on the Ist, 
and had been since seen south of Manitou, About the 35th he succeeded in tracing 
the animal to a farm near the boundary, whither it had evidently strayed. 

On the 20th August some railway navvies created a disturbance in Manitou, and 
amused themselves by breaking windows, &¢. The townspeople requested the 
police to quell the disturbance, and this they did, as Mr. Clark, J.P., informed 
Inspector Sanders, “ in a very prompt and efficient manner,” 

On the 20th September Inspector Sanders reported : 

“ Ono Friday, the 15th, whilst I was at Manitou, the sheriff of Cavalier County, 
Dakota, U.S.A., arrived and reported having traced a murderer to within eight 
miles of Manitou. On receiving a description of the man, I sent some men through 
the railway camps in the vicinity, to see whether he had got among the navvies, 
and went myself with one man to the point where the sheriff had lost the scent. 
We traced the man from there into Manitou, and found he did not fully answer the 
description, and was evidently not the man. 

“They had, it seems, followed the wrong man from the beginning, and it is not 
likely that he is on this side of the line at all. 

“ On Friday, the 18th, His Excellency the Governor General arrived in Mani- 
tou. I increased the number of tha detachment by three men from Cartwright, and 
formed a sort of escort when he drove through the country.” 

“On the 25th September,’”’ a later report says, “ I heard of some ponies belong- 
ing to Mr. Dunn, of Moosomin, N.W.T., being on the other side. I started out 
with two constables, and traced them to Devil’s Lake, about 100 miles south of the 
boundary, but could not follow them any further.” 

On the 18th November Inspector Sanders returned to headquarters with his 
detachment, and reported that during the whole time the detach ment was in South- 
ern Manitoba there was not one case of horse stealing. 


On the 16th November last Louis Riel was executed within the precincts of the 
gaol here, 

The body was subsequently handed over to Mr. Bonneau, by. order of the sheriff, 

Unfounded and malicious reports were circulated, after the execution, that the 
body had been mutilated, and to disprove this rumour, the coffin was opened and the 


body examined in presence of myself, Mr. Bonneau and other persons, before it was 
allowed to leave the barracks, 
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In recording the connection of the police with the recent outbreak, it may 
perhaps be advisable to briefly review the situation from the time that Louis Riel 
came into the country, at the request of the balf-breeds, to act as their leader and 
representative. 

The first report on this subject, bearing date 13th July, 1884, was rendered by 
Superintendent Crozier, who was in command at Battleford, in which he stated that 
the half-breeds claimed to have grievances of various kinds (none specified, A. G. I.) 
and that the Indians were becoming excited on account of the action of the half- 
breeds. . 

On the 27th July the same officer reported that Louis Reil had held meetings at 
Prince Albert and Duck Lake. At the latter place the audience was composed chiefly 
of French half-breeds and Indians, and Riel was reported to have told the Indians 
that they had “rights” as well as the half-breeds, and that he wished to be the 
means of having them redressed. In this report, Superintendent Crozier remarked : — 

‘I have already reported that I believe the Indians sympathize with the half- 
breeds, nor could anything else be expected, being close blood relations and speaking 
the same language, What may be the result of this half-breed agitation, or what 
effect it may have upon the Indians, of course I cannot foretell. 

On the 8th August Sergeant Brooks, at Prince Albert, reported by telegram to 
Battleford: “Returned from Duck Lake last night, Big Bear in council with ten 
other chiefs. Riel has held several private meetings at the South Branch, attended 
by leading half-breeds. He has not seen Big Bear.” 

On the 5th August a non-commissioned officer, who had been instructed to ascer- 
tain the state of feeling at Prince Albert reported : 

“ There is very little talk about Riel. The principal part of the people who seem 
to agree with him are people who are ‘ hard up’ and think they must do something 
to cause a little excitement. I have heard very few who are in any way well-to-do 
speak favorably of him. There is no doubt but that all the breeds swear by him, and 
whatever he says is law with them.” 

On the 10th August Sergeant Brooks, at Prince Albert, reported that Riel had 
held a meeting that day as the people were coming from church at Batoche, at which 
he said “ the Indian’s rights should be protected as well as their own.” 

He reported, also, that Jackson, brother of the druggist, at Prince Albert, 
seemed to be “a right hand man of Riel’s, He has a great deal to say, and I believe 
he does more harm than any breed among them.” 

On the 18th August I received your order to increase the Prince Albert detach- 
ment to an Inspector and twenty men, and did so accordingly. 

On the 7th September Sergeant Keenan, at Duck Lake, reported that a meeting 
of Riel’s supporters had been held at St. Laurent on the Ist, at which a number of 
half-breeds and white men from Prince Albert were present, “ including Jackson, 
Scott and Isbister, three of Riel’s strongest supporters in that district. Speeches 
were made condemning the Government, and Mr. Jackson stated that the country 
beionged to the Indians and not to the Dominion of Canada.” Sergeant Keenan con- 
cludes: “I met Riel a few days ago, and during our conversation he told me that 
the Government, through Bishop Grandin, had offered him a seat in the Council or 
in the Dominion Senate.” 

By letter dated 25th September, Sergeant Keenan reported that at all public 
meetings Riel and his supporters had been very moderate, or rather cautious in their 
utterances, but he thought they appeared in disguise at these open meetings. 

It will be in your recollection that in October, pursuant to your order, a police 
post was formed at Carlton, and the strength of the northern division was increased 


to 200, of all ranks, this number being distributed between Battleford, Carlton, 
Prince Albert and Port Pitt. 
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On the 23rd December Superintendent Gagnon reported that the half-breeds of 
St. Laureot and Batoche had held a public meeting to adopt a petition which had 
been duly forwarded to Ottawa, that the half-breeds were pressing “Riel to settle. 
amongst them, and had presented him with a house, well furnished, and intended 
the next month toadd thereto a purse. 

He continued : “ As far as I can see, the chief grievance of the half-breeds in that 
they are afraid the Government will not sanction the way they, amongst themselves, 
have agreed to take their homesteads—10 chains frontage on the river by two miles 
back.” 

On the 14th January, 1885, Superintendent Crozier reported that invitations to 
@ large gathering in the spring, at Duck Lake, were being circulated amongst the 
Indians, and he was informed that an effort would be made to get the Qu’Appelle 
Valley Indians to attend. 

It appeared, too, that “Little Pine ” had tried to induce a number of the Blackfeet 
to move northwards in the spring, and “ Poundmaker ” said that “ Little Pine” had 
told his young men not to dispose of their guns. Superintendent Crozier expected to 
hear later from “ Poundmaker” the particulars of “ Little Pine’s ” negotiations with 
the Blackfeet as svon as he should have obtained them from “ Little Pine.” Sapoerin- 
tendent Crozier expressed great faith in “ Poundmaker’s ” reliability and fidelity. 

On the 12th January Inspector Dickens reported from Fort Pitt that “ Big 
Bear’s” band were at work drawing logs, cutting wood, &c., “ all quiet.” 

On the 26th January Superintendent Gagnon, commanding at Carlton, reported 
that nothing of importance had occurred during the month among the half-breeds 
in that district. “ They had, after New Year a social meeting, at which they presented 
their chief, Riel, with $60 asa token of their good will. The meeting was very 
orderly and loyal, and no allusion was made to the actual troubles.” 

Riel appears to have been in financial difficulties just then, and to have obtained 
assistance from the Roman Catholic missionary at St. Laurent, 

Superintendent Gagnon was now informed that the previously mentioned petition 
had not been sent to Ottawa, as stated, but was then in process of being signed, with 
& view to its being forwarded the following month. It appeared that a letter only, as 
& sort of avant courter to the petition had been sent on the before-mentioned occasion 

There was now a period of about three weeks during which the former excite- 
ment appeared to have died a natural death, the next feature being a rumor 
(reported by telegram from Battleford on the 21st February) that Riel was talking 
of leaving the country soon, as he was not recognized by the Government asa British 
subject. Apparently, something of this sort was necessary to fan the dying embers 
into flame again. It succeeded so far. that on the 24th February a meeting got up 
by himself was held, to beg Riel to stay in the country, to which he was pleased te 
consent. 

Oa the 10th March Superintendent Gagnon telegraphed that the half-breeds 
were excited, and were moving about more than usual. Further, that they proposed 
to prevent supplies going in after the 16th. 

On the 11th a telegram to much the same effect was received from Superinten- 
dent Crozier, at Carlton, who ordered twenty-five men and one 7-pound gun to that 
place from Battleford. 

On the 13th the same officer telegraphed : “ Half-breed rebellion liable to break 
out any moment. Troops must be largely reinforced. If half-breeds rise Indians will 
join them.” In transmitting this message to Ottawa I récommended that at least 
100 men be sent at once. On the 15th I telegraphed to Ottawa: “ Lieutenant- 
Governor thinks I had better go north with men at once; roads and rivers will soon 
break up.” In reply I received, on the 16th, orders to start for the north with all 
available men as quickly as possible, and having previously withdrawn twenty-five 
non-commissioned officers and men, with twenty horses, from Calgary, inreadiness for 
an emergency, I left Regina early on the morning of the 18th. 

On the 17th a telegram was received from Superintendent Crozier to the effeet 
that: “Present movements and preparations have quieted matters. No cause for 


alarm now.” 
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There was no guarantee, however, that this apparent security would continue, 
and existing arrangements were carried out, fortunately, as it appeared, for on the 
18th two urgent appeals for more men came over tho wires from Superintendent 
Crozier, followed, on the 19th, by a report that the half-breeds had seized the stores 
at the South Branch, and made Mr. Lash, Indian agent, prisoner, besides committing 
other depredations. 

The foregoing is a brief resumé of the several official reports, by letter and wire, 
copies of which were duly forwarded to your Department as soon as received. 

On the 18th of March I lett Regina with a detachment of the following strength, 
viz.,: fourofticers, eighty-six non-commissioned officers and men, and sixty-six horses. 

The start was made from Regina barracks at 6 a.m. I proceeded as far as 
Pie-a-pot’s reserve, twenty-eight miles, and halted for dinner. I afterwards proceeded 
along the Qu’Appelle valley, and camped for the night at Misquopetong’s place. All 
the rivers were at this time frozen solid, and no water could beobtsined for the 
horses. 

The distance travelled during the day was forty-three miles. 

On the 19th reveille sounded at 3:30 a.m. Broke camp and left Misquopetong’s 
pene a5 am., and drove into Fort Qu’Appelle, which I reached at 9:45 a.m. IT was 

ere busily employed for some time purchasing additional teams and sleighs 
required for transport. 

At 4 p.m. I left Fort Qu’Appelle, and travelled on towards O’Brien’s, which 
is situated eight miles north of Qu’Appelle. I here camped for the night, The 
distance travelled during the day was twenty-seven miles, 

On the 20th reveille sounded at 3:30 a.m.; broke camp and started at 5 a.m; 
proceeded to “ Houses” and camped for dinner. Afterwards I made Touchwood Hills, 
and camped for the night about a mile from Hudson Bay Company’s post. Dis- 
tance travelled “during the day was forty miles, 

On the 21st reveille sounded at 3:30 a.m.; broke camp and started at 5:30 a. m., 
travelling through the Touchwood Hills; camped for dinner a short distance from 
the Great Salt Plain, and camped for night at mail station. 

It was at this point that I received the following communication from Superin- 
tendent Crozier, commanding the North-West Mounted Police at Carlton :— 


“CARLTON, 19th March, 1885. 


‘‘Srz,—1 have the honor to inform you that the half-breeds seized the stores at 
South Branch to-day. 


“Mr. Lash, Indian agent, Walters, merchant, two telegraph operators, and Mr. 
Mitchell, of Duck Lake, are prisoners, 

“ Beardy’s Indians joined the rebels this afternoon. The wire is cut. The 
rebels are assembled on south side of river. Prisoners are held in Roman Catholic 
church, about a qusrter of a mile up stream from crossing. All One Arrow’s band 
of Crees joined them this afternoon. Many of Beardy’s also joined them. The 
remainder of Beardy’s will probably follow to-morrow. 

“The number of rebels assembled this afternoon is estimated at from 200 to 400 
men. They will rapidly increase in numbers, 

“My impression is that many of the Indian bands will rise. The plan at pre- 
sent is to seize any troops coming into the country at the South Branch, then march 


on Carlton, then on Prince Albert. The instructor led One Arrow’s band. He is a 
half-breed. 


“LL. N. F. CROZIER. 
To Colonel Irvine, Commiss‘oner.” 


The distance travelled during the day was forty miles, 


On the 22nd broke camp at 5 a.m., and proceeded across Salt Plain, The 
weather was bitterly cold. One man had his feet badly frozen. 
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Halted for dinner after having crossed Salt Plain. In the afternoon reached 
Humboldt, and camped there. Mr. Hayter Reed, Assistant Indian Commissioner, 
ge me here, and remained with me throughout. Distance travelled, forty-three — 

e8. 

It was at this point that I ascertained that some 400 half-breeds had 
congregated at Batoche, tor the express purpose of preventing my command joining 
Superintendent Crozier. 

I here sent the following telegram to the comptroller :— 

“ Arrived here 4.30 this afternoon. Camp tonight at Stage Station, six miles 
further on. About 400 half-breeds and Indians at South Branch, 
‘ Batoche’s,’ prepared to stop me crossing river. Have decided to go to Carlton by 
direct trail, east of ‘ Batoche’s’ vid Prince Albert. Expect to reach Carlton 25th.” 

On the 23rd broke camp at 5:30 a.m.; weather stil! continued bitterly cold. 
Soon after starting I received intelligence of the mail station at Hoodoo having 
been sacked by a party of rebels. On reaching Hoodoo I found that the intelligence 
received was perfectly true. All provisions and grain stored there had been carried 
off by the rebels, who had also taken the stage driver prisoner, and carried off the 
stage horses, 

I subsequently overtook a freighter loaded with oats. The oats the rebels 
had ordered the freighter to carry on to Batoche. The train containing these oats I 
ordered to move on with us, which was done at as rapid a rate as the freighter was 
able to travel. I afterwards used these oats in feeding our horses. Distance 
travelled, thirty-three miles. 

On the 24th broke camp at 6 a.m., and travelled along the trail leading to 
Batoche, a distance of six or seven miles. I then left the trail and proceeded in a 
north-easterly direction towards Agnew’s Crossing on the South Saskatchewan, which 
point I reached about 2 p.m. Having crossed the river I halted for dinner. 

Before making the start for Prince Albert news was received to the effect that 
the half-breeds were bitterly disappointed and furiously enraged at my having 
succeeded in crossing the river, and in ao doing completely onut-flanking and out- 
manceuvering them. 

I reached Prince Albert at about 8 p.m. 

As upon reaching Prince Albert I and my command were within what seemed, 
comparatively speaking, a stone’s throw of Fort Carlton, I may be permitted to call 
your attention to the very rapid and successful march made. Thedistance tr:velled 
was 291 miles, and this in seven days, the average daily travel thus being for ty-two 
miles. The hardships experienced on such a march can only be understo .!, and 
the nature of such service thoroughly appreciated by those who have resided in the 
northern portion of the Territories, and so become familiar with the severity of the 
North-West winter. 

It must be remembered that my little command—ninety m2n all told—had, in 
reaching Prince Albert, gone right through a section of the country then in posses- 
sion of the rebels. 

On finding myself in Prince Albert I felt that the most difficult and arduous. 
ieee: of the object then in view, viz., affecting a junction with Superintendent 

ozier, had been effected, and this, as I have previously intimated, in a markedly 
successful manner, the avowed plans of the rebels being to prevent any augmenta- 
tion of the force at Carlton, by offering a continued resistance at the crossing of the 
South Branch of the Saskatchewan. 

Soon after my arrival at Prince Albert I had an interview with Mr. Thomas 
McKay, from whom I gleaned much valuable information, thus affording me a cor- 
rect insight into the true state of affairs. 

As expressed in my telegram of the 22nd to the Comptroller, my original inten- 
tion was to have reached Carlton on the 25th March. This might have been done 
had it appeared to me imperative, but upon that very morning [ had the assurance 
of Mr, Thomas McKay, who had just returned from Fort Carlton, that all was quiet 
there. To add to this, the travelling over ice and frozen roads had, as was to be 
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expected, made it necessary to have the horses’ shoeing carefully looked to. Taking 
into consideration that upon our arrival at Prince Albert (at 8 p.m. on the 24th) we 
had completed a winter march of 291 miles, a thorough inspection of men, arms and 
horses was, of course, advisable. Besides all this, the organization of the Prince 
Albert volunteers took up time, as did also the procuring of transport for these. 
additional men. 

I was naturally anxiously to have both men and horses reach Carlton, the 
acknowledged scene of operations, in a thoroughly efficient and serviceable condition. 

Bearing in mind that upon the following morning at 2:30 am, I and my com- 
mand were en route, it will be seen with what exceptional promptitude the necessary 
preparations were carried out. On this date (the 25th) I wrote to Superinten- 
dent Crozier, informing him of the exact strength of my command, and at the same 
time imparting to him the information of my intended departure. 

On the morning of the 26th March I lett Prince Albert at 2:30 a.m., taking with 
me, besides eighty-three of our non-commissioned officers and men from Regina, 
twenty-five volunteers from, Prince Albert. 

The services of these brave volunteers were offered with a perfect knowledge 
of the dangers they might be called upon to face. Like the loyal and gallant citizens 
they proved themselves to be, they were ready for any service—in fact, all were 
anxious to be employed. I might tell you that I accepted the services of these men 
with what I considered a most important object in view, and that was my desire, on 
arrival at Carlton, to be in a position to increase to a maximum the number of police 
available for service outside the post. I hoped in this way, by a prompt and decided 
move, to quash the rebellion ere it had assumed more formidable proportions, 

I never intended these volunteers to remain away from Prince Albert for any. 
extended period. The importance attaching to the position of that place I was 
thoroughly alive to from the outset. This I made publicly known before I started 
for Carlton, During the afternoon march, (on the 26th), and when within nine 
miles of Fort Carlton, I received the following despatch from Superintendent Gagnon :— 


“CARLTON, 26th March. 
«¢ To the Commissioner North-West Mounted Police. 


“ Superintendent Crozier, with 100 men, started out on Duck Lake road to help 
one of our sergeants and small party in difficalty at Mitchell’s store. I have seventy 
men, and can hold fort against odds. Do not expect Crozier to push on further than 
Dock Lake. Everything quiet here. 


“S, GAGNON, 
‘¢ Superintendent.” 


Subsequently, when a short distance from the top of the hill which immediately 
overlooks Carlton, I received a second despatch from Superintendent Gagnon. It 
read as follows :— 

CaRLTOon, 26th March, 2:30 p.m. 
To the Commissioner North-West Mounted Police. 


“Crozier exchanged shots with rebels at Dack Lake; six men reported shot; 
Crozier retreating on Carlton; everythiug quiet here, but ready for emergency. 


“S, GAGNON, 
“ Superintendent. 


25 


——eeee rr rrr 


I reached Fort Carlton about 3 o’clook in the afternoon of the 26th, and found 
that Superintendent Crozier had then just returned from Duck Lake with the party 
of North-West Mounted Police and Prince Albert volunteers. I learnt from Super- » 
intendent Crozier that he had, early that morning, sent a party, consisting of Sergeant 
Stewart, N.-W.M.P., and seventeen constables, with eight sleighs, and accompanied 
by and under the direction of Mr. Thos. McKay, J.P. of Prince Albert, to secure a quan- 
tity of provisions and ammunitiou which was in the store of a trader named Mitchell, 
of Dack Lake. When within three miles of Duck Lake, Mr. McKay, who was riding 
in front, saw four of the North-West Mounted Police scouts who had been sent out 
in advance, riding towerds him, closely followed by a large number of halt-breeds and 
Indians. On perceiving this Mr. McKay turned and rode back to the sleighs, halted 
them, and told the men to load their rifles and get ready. He then went forward 
and met the rebels, who were all armed and mounted, in large numbers, which were 
being rapidly increased from the rear. 

The rebels behaved in a very overbearing and excited manner, and demanded 
& surrender of the party or they would fire. I am now, being perfec!|y familiar with 
all the circumstances, satisfied that the rebels would have immediately fired upon Mr. 
McKay and party but for the fact that they (the rebels) were themselves on the open 
plain, where they could make no use of cover to protect themselves from the fire 
which McKay would most certainly have ordered. 

The rebels’ demand of surrender was refused, and a reply given by Mr. McKay 
in their own language (Cree), that if firing was commeneed by the rebels they would 
find that two could play that game. 

One Gabriel Dumont and others kept prodding loaded and cocked rifles into Mr. 
McKay's ribs, and declaring they would blow out his brains. 

Two of the rebels jumped into a sleigh belonging to Mr. McKay’s party, and 
endeavored to take possession of the team; but Mr. McKay told the driver not to 
give it up, but to hold on to it, which he did. The Indians kept jeering at Mr. 
McKay’s small party, and calling out: “If you are men, now come on.” The pa 
then returned in the direction of Carlton, Mr. McKay cautioning the rebels not to 
follow, as he would not be responsible for what his men might do. 

During the parleying Dumont fired a rifle between Mr. McKay and the teamster 
before referred to, which it was feared was intended as a signal for the large number 
of Indians assembled in the rear. 

A scout was ordered in advance to report the circumstance to Superintendent 
Crozier, and on Mr. McKay’s arrival at the fort another party, under command of 
Superintendent Crozier, started for Duck Lake, for the purpose of securing the stores 
Mr. McKay’s men failed in getting. 

The command was of the following strength, viz. :— 

Superintendent Crozier, Inspector Howe (with 7-pr. mountain gun), Surgeon 
Miller, and fifty-three non-commissioned officers and men of the North-West Mounted 
Police, and Captains Moore and Morton, and forty-one men of the Prince Albert 
volunteers, making a total of ninety-nine. 

Crozier was met by the rebels at nearly the same point from which Mr. McKay’s 
party was forced to retire. In this last case, however, the rebels were able to make 
use of strong natural cover. 

In regard to the engagement which took place at Duck Lake, and tho subse- 
quent evacuation of Carlton, I cannot, I think, do better than transmit in an 
appendix (A) hereto, the reports made to me on the subject by Superintendent 

zier. My own reports made to you at the time, alsoa report of my action in 
Organizing volunteer companies at Prince Albert are contained in the same 
appendix. 

As you will doubtless notice from the substance of my previous remarks, I can- 
not but consider it a matter of regret that with the knowledge that both myself and 
command were within a few miles of and en route to Carlton Superiutenaent Crozier 
should have marched out as he did, particularly in the face ot what had transpired 
earlier in the day. I am led to the belief that this officer’s better judgment was 
overruled by the impetuosity displayed by both the police and volanteers. 
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Howevcer, once this action had been taken, much confidence, power and prestige 
was established throughout the rebel ranks, and thus Reil found his hands very 
materially strengthened. 

In saying this, let me beg of you to understand that I do not for a moment lose 
sight of the steady conduct and most gallant bearing of our officers, non-commissioned 
officers and men, and the Prince Albert volunteers, under the most severe fire experi- 
enced during the whole campaign. 

Even before my arrival at Fort Carlton I felt assured of the preconceived and 
determined opposition which the loyal forces would receive at the hands of men who 
had set the laws of the country at defiance, and who, in so doing, were relying upon 
the consanguineous influence they possessed over the Indians to bring the latter over 
‘to them as allies. 

The total strength of the force, police and volunteers, at Carlton after Crozier’s 
retreat and my arrival, was 225 non-commissioned Officers and men. Of these eleven 
were wounded. 

At this stage of affairs it became incumbent on me to decide which of the 
following places, Fort Carlton or Prince Albert, was to be made the base of operations.. 

I was perfectly well aware of the vital importance attaching to the result of my 
decision, embracing as it did, the lives and property of the settlers, in addition to 
what, from a strategic point of view, we might assume would place us in the strongest 
‘possible position we might hope to occupy. Although my own opinion on this point 
was strongly in favor of evacuation, I nevertheless decided to hold a council, for 
the purpose of ascertaining the views of the many leading men from Prince Albert, 
temporarily performing military duty at Carlton, The result of this council was 
the unanimous opinion that the safety of the country lay in ensuring Prince Albert 
being placed in a tenable position. 

It was agreed that Prince Albert and the country immediately adjoining it repre- 
sented, what might be termed, the whole white settlement, where the lives and inter- 
ests of the loyal people lay. 

The section of the country to the southward, already in the possession of the 
rebels, was composed of their own (half-breed) settlements and farms. 

1 should have said that prior to the holding of the council, (before it was known 
what the movements of the police force were to be) it was represented to me by the 
Prince Albert volunteers that they must at once return to Prince Albert to guard 
their houses, property and families. 

This they considered their sacred duty (I quite agreed with them), in order to 
prevent an attack by the rebeis, the success of which could have had no other mean- 
ing than a pillage of the town and settlement, and doubtless a massacre of some of its 
people. 

As you are aware, I did evacuate Carlton. Had I refused to do so, it could only 
have been by showing an utter disregard of the grave responsibility attaching to me, 
by deliberately setting aside the safety of the country, the lives and property of the 
Joyal and almost defenceless people. 

I can, and do state, positively, that the presence of the police force saved Prince 
Albert from falling into the hands of the rebels. Had such 4 catastrophe come 
about, the rebellion would have assumed proportions of much greater magnitude. 
Unless I am utterly at fault in this, and I cannot think Iam, Prince Albert was the 
key of the whole position, and the falling of it into the hands of the rebels would 
have been disastrous to the Dominion, and involved great loss, in lives and 
property. 

A ljarge number of the Sioux Indians did move, with the intention of making a 
raid on Prince Albert, and my impression, in which Iam borneout by the residents 
in the country, is, that these rebel Indians only abandoned their raid when, in close 
proximity to Prince Albert they saw our trail leading to that place. 

The strength and efficiency of the volunteer force under my command 
appears to have been much overrated. I think I am right in saying that it 

8 generally believed that all the people, white, half-breed and Indian, about 
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Prince Albert and surrounding country, were in all cases loyal, and were utierly 
without sympathy for the rebels. If such belief existed, there is no ground for 
it, The loyalty of a large number was of a questionable nature, they had, - 
therefore, to be carefully watched. Of course, every effort was made towards 
keeping doubtful Indians and half-breeds loyal. Such efforts were with a view 
of preventing powerful drafts going over to the enemy, and although on the whole 
we were successful, we had clear and unquestionable proof, at times, how nearly 
equal were the balances. Our practical efforts being on the one side and sympathy 
for the rebels on the other. Without the powerful influences created by the presence 
of a force in Prince Albert, the loyal citizens of the place would have had every 
cause of complaint, to the effect that they had heen abandoned. 

Upon the news being received of the delay which occurred after the decided 
check sustained by General Middleton and his troops at Fish Creek, its effect was 
felt in and out of Prince Albert by the bearing of the rebel sympathizers, or, more 
correctly speaking, they should be described as rebels, who had so far not had the 
courage to espouse the canse they favored. 

Outside of Prince Albert a number of half-breeds and Indians, who had 
previously expressed loyalty, took part in the subsequent battle at Batoche. Among 
these were the Muskeg Lake Indians (under the command of their recognized chief) 
who became rebels, and commenced by plundering the other reserves, This was 
before taking part against the troops at Batoche. 

On the 24th March the Comptroller sent me the following telegram :— 

“‘ Major-General Commanding Militia proceeds forthwith to Red River. On his 
arrival, in military operations when acting with militia, take orders from him,” 

At a somewhat later date I received a message from General Middleton, saying 
that I was then under his orders and should report to him, this message also informed 
me that General Middleton had intercepted a telegram of mine to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, to whom up to this date, I had been reporting, as well as to our own 
Department at Ottawa. After this unmistakeable hint that I was to report solely to 
General Middleton, the Police Department must hold me blameless for not keeping it 
informed of my subsequent movements. 

In some unaccountable manner it has been accepted throughout Canada as the 
opinion of General Middleton that I should have attacked the rebels on the north 
side of Batoche simultaneously with the attack which took place on the opposite side 
of the river. I presume this cannot be that officer’s opinion, as he distinctly ordered 
me not to make such an attack. 

As I previously forwarded you copies of telegrams, &c., received and sent by me 
at Prince Albert, you will doubtless have noticed how circumstances, presumably 
unforeseen, in all cases delayed the contemplated operations under General Middleton. 

Had I considered myself justified in taking responsibilities which, to my mind, 
could have had no other meaning than disobedience of orders, it will be seen how 
utterly at fault I should have been as regards dates. By the first intimation I 
received from General Middleton I was Jed to believe that the fight at Batoche would 
take place about the 18th April. The fight ultimately took place on the 11th May. 
During the interim of these dates you will doubtless have noticed, from the corres- 
pondence which passed between General Middleton and myself, how often and how 
materially his plans were changed—how orders and counter orders followed each 
other in rapid succession. 

At the time I suggested to General Middleton the advisability of our forces com- 
bining, either by my going out to him or his joining me at Prince Albert, Iwas under 
the impression that the total strength of the force acting under his immediate orders 
was 350, all told, with 1,000 more troops following. 

My suggestirg to General Middleton that our forces should combine was, 
when | thought from the nature of his messages to me, that the attack at Batoche 
would take place before the 350 men were joined by the 1,000 following. 

It appears to have been forgotten, on all sides, that the position I was in at 
Prince Albert prevented me from knowing what steps had been taken in the east im 
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regard to the sending of troops into the Territories. The sole information I received 
came from General Middleton, and with the result of conveying such impressions as 
T have shown above. It was not until the 16th April, when Messrs. McDowall and 
Bedson, who were acting in the capacity of staff officers, reached Prince Albert 
ya come by Carrot River), that I was aware of the strong augmentation of 

eneral Middleton’s force, and that, at that time, he had over 1,200 men in one body 
under his direct command, 

The message presented to me by Messrs. McDowall and Bedson informed me, 
under General Middleton’s own signature, that these gentlemen had been sent from 
his camp to communicate with me. Jn thissame message General Middleton stated 
that he contemplated attacking at Batoche on the 18th April. He further added that 
circumstances might delay attacking till Sunday, the 19th, with still another proviso 
that it was possible the attack might.take place earlier. Mr. McDowall stated clearly 
and positively that General Middleton’s orders to me were not to attack, but to look 
out for flying half-breeds. At this time General Middleton appeared to have come 
to the conclusion that the rebels intended to offer no resistance. He “feared it was 
not unlikely ” they would make away on the approach of his column. After full con- 
sultation, these gentlemen saw clearly the importance of the main body of tho force 
under my command remaining at Prince Albert, and it was understood that they 
would inform General Middleton accordingly. 

Messrs. McDowall and Bedson left Prince Albert on the 17th April, with the 
intention of making for Humboldt and joining General Middleton’s column, which 
they thought would be marching in a direct line for Batoche. 

On Sunday, 19th April, I moved out of Prince Albert with a force of 200 mounted 
police, travelling on towards Batoche for a distance of twelve miles. Simultaneously 
with this move I pressed forward my scouts. Igot no information whatever as to any 
troops under General Middleton being near Batoche. Circumstances have since 
shown clearly that I was right in presuming that no such information being forth- 
coming meant a delay in the previously contemplated advance of the troops. The 
position I now found myself in was a strange one; the only information [ could get 
from General Middleton or any other source was vid Prince Albert,from my scouts, who 
were acting in the dual capacity of scouts and couriers. Ascertaining that none of 
ur troops were attacking at Batoche, and receiving, on the same night (19th 
April), a letter from Prince Albert, which made it appear not unlikely that an attack 
was contemplated on that place, I decided to return, a step that subsequent events 
showed I was perfectly right in taking. 

Soon after Messrs. McDowall and Bedson had left Prince Albert, and when I 
and my command had returned to that place, I learnt, from information brought me 
by my owa scouts, that General Middleton was marching on to Clarke’s Crossing. 

On the 30th April, Linklater, one of my scouts, whom I had previously sent out 
reached Prince Albert, bringing me the following from General Middleton, 


FisH Crrrx, Sec. 24, R. 7, T. 41, W. of 2nd P. M., 
26th April, 1885. 


To Lieut.-Colonel Irvine, Prince Albert. 


“ Attacked here on the 24th, and after a smart fight drove the enemy back, but 
lost too many to repeat, so shall make for the Hudson Bay ferry, where your 
barges are. Our loss was six killed; four died since, and forty-three wounded. 
Hear that whole force was opposed to us, and believe we have inflicted heavy loss, 
and have captured a lot of cattle and horses. Our men are in good heart. Cannot 
move at once as the wounded must be sent to the rear. I have ordered Otter to send 
a regiment to you, if he can spare it, from Battlford, where all is quiet. You may 
expect me at the ferry about Thursday or one of the following days. Have the 
steamers there with a guard to protect forry. 

“FRED. MIDDLETON, 
“ Major-General, Commanding North-West Field Force.” 
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From the nature of the above despatch it will be seen that I was, at this time, 
under the impression that General Middleton’s intention then was to cross the river 
at the Hudson Bay ferry. On my own responsibility I had reviously made scows, 
and posted a guard at this ferry, and on receipt of General siddletonta orders the 
guard was increased to two officers and thirty men. 


On the 3rd May I sent the following despatch to General Middleton :— 


“Steamer left here Friday (1st May) for Hudson Bay ferry, South Branch. Four 
scows and four life-boats are at the ferry, in charge of two officers and thirty-one 
men. 


ANG TRVINE.2 


In a message which I received on the 7th May, dated 5th May, from General 
Middleton, I learnt that another change of plans had been made, and that the other 
troops would march on to Batoche vid Gabriel’s Crossing, and then on to Hudson 
Bay ferry. This message was brought me by one of my own scouts. 

At this time it must be remembered that the efficient force under my command 
was limited, owing to the strength of the guards imperatively employed outside ; but: 
this, however, was of little moment, compared to other considerations. Ina word, I 
consider the period I am now alluding to as the most critical, as far as Prince Albert 
was concerned. It is a straggling settlement, five and a-half miles in length, the 
normal population is about 700, but the settlers from the surrounding district were 
there for protection, making a total population of about 1,500, exclusive of the 
police. All the provisions in the country had been collected there. The settlement 
contains many valuable buildings—saw-mills, grist mills, &c., and three steamers 
were laid up there for the winter. 

Had the General received a check, causing delay such as that which followed 
Fish Creek, an attempt would, I think, beyond doubt, have been made to seize the 
town. Strong aid would have been forthcoming from rebel sympathizers in the place, 
whom our efforts, so far, had kept neutral, but who, nevertheless, were in secret com- 
munication with the rebels, 

The importance of the work performed by my seouts could not, I think, have 
been surpassed. These men, all perfectly familiar with the country, were kept 
constantly employed from the outset, under the direction of a man (Mr. Thomas 
McKay) well qualified for such work. My scouts at all times labored incessantly, 
cheerfully and efficiently. By the employment of these scouts I was enabled 
not only to keep myself posted as to the movements of General Middleton’s 
column, but also by holding scouts well to front in close proximity to the rebel camp, 
to force the enemy to keep a strong portion of their force on the west side of the 
river, Perhaps the most important part of the work done by my scouts was the 
driving back of the men employed on similar duty by Riel, who on various occasions 
tried to scout right into Prince Albert. Diehl and Armstrong, two of the three men 
who captured Louis Riel, were police scouts, who had been sent by me with 
despatches to General Middleton. 

The entrenchments made by the rebels on the west side of the river at Batoche, 
quite as strong as those on the opposite side, were thrown up owing to the fact that 
the constant presence of my scouts was known to Riel. The whole country round 
Prince Albert was thoroughly scouted, and I feel satisfied that it cannot but be 
clearly and perfectly understood that the nature of the service performed by my 
force, in and out of Prince Albert, was as importaut as it was successful. Prince 
Albert and the settlements around it were not pillaged, There is no Indian masga- 
cre to record. In saying this I consider that there can be no prouder testimony in 
support of my statement, unless, indeed, it is considered that it was my duty to have 
disobeyed the orders of the general officer under whom I was ordered to serve, by 
attacking with less than 200 men and endeavoring to defeat the rebels in entrenched 
positions at Batoche, where the resistance made against something like 1,200 men, 
with four 9-pr, M.L.R. and one Gatling gun is a matter of history, 
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I presume I can safely assert that no campaign, significant or insignificant, was 
ever concladed, successfully or unsuccessfully, without officers who had held impor- 
tant commands, having, in reviewing the history of such campaign, more or less to 
regret, as regards decisions arrived at by themselves, which, in nine cases out of ten, 
affected the employment of troops under their command. 

Bearing all this in mind, I review carefully the weighty considerations which at 
times came before me while at Prince Albert, and as regards the most important 
decisions I arrived at, I see nothing whatever to regret. Were it possible that I should 
again be placed in exactly a similar position, my course would be unaltered. 

I make this statement calmly, and after mature consideration, not for a moment 
losing sight of the most unjust reflections cast upon myself personally, and 
the fine force I have the honor to command, by a great portion of the press of 
the country. It must be remembered that these reflections were put in print long 
before any one (in the position the correspondents were in) was in possession of such 
knowledge as might be accepted as reliable data upon which to form a fair judgment 
as to the position in which I was placed at Prince Albert. 

Under the circumstances, it is indeed fortunate for us (I speak of the North-West 
Mounted Police) that the development of these great Territories is so closely and 
honorably interwoven with the history of the corps. 

I have already furnished you with a report on the subject of volunteer com- 

panies formed in Prince Albert. These companies, as you are aware, were composed 
of settlers (who were sworn in as special constables) residing in and about that 
place. 
i On the 17th May the volunteers were disbanded, there being no further 
necessity for retaining their services. The personnel of these companies was 
made up of half-breeds as well as white men. As spring advanced I saw the 
importance which, even during the then unsettled state, of the country, 
attached to many of these men, who were farmers, visiting their farms outside of 
Prince Albert. with a view of making preparations for seeding. I offered to grant 
passes for a limited number of men per company—from twelve to fifteen, or even 
twenty—so that the farms might be visited. This offer, however, was not accepted, 
and the farmers stated to me that unless all went in one body none of them would 
leave Prince Albert. The result was that none went. The position I was in was 
certainly not one in which I should have been warranted in allowing 200 men to 
leave Prince Albert en masse. My decision on this point was, I will ask you to remem- 
ber, arrived at between the date of the fight at Fish Creek on 24th April, and the 
subsequent one which occurred at Batoche on the 11th May. 

I feel at a loss to know how I can adequately give expression to the appreciation 
which should be attached to the gallant service rendered to the country by the Prince 
Albert volunteers. Certainly no body of men ever earned more honorable mention 
than in their case is deserving. 

I shall attempt to do nothing more than to place their service on record, by once 
more reminding you of the praiseworthy alacrity with which one and all took up 
arms when occasion required it, 

In the ranks of these volunteers were many of the leading men in that section 
of the Territories. 

The exceptionally severe loss sustained will be seen by reference to the following 
return of killed and wounded at the Duck Lake fight :— 


Killed. 


Morton, Captain John, 

Napier, Corporal William, 

Anderson, Constable Joseph, 

Bakie, do James, 

Elliott, do Skeffington Connor, 
Fisher, do Alexander, 
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Middleton, Constable Robert, 
McKenzie, do Daniel, 
McPhail, do Daniel. 


Wounded. 


Moore, Captain Henry Stewart, 
McNabb, Sergeant Alexander, 
Markley, Constable A. 

Stewart, Scout Alexander. 
Newett, C. 


The rebels were defeated at Batoche on the 11th May, and on the 14th of that 
month I received a despatch from General Middleton, dated the day previous, inform- 
ing me that it was hia intention to march to Lepine’s Crossing on the 14th, and to 
Prince Albert on the following day. It was, however, 11:30 a.m.on the 19th May 
that he reached Prince Albert with his command, which was composed of some 1,200 
men—scouts, artillery and infantry. 

On General Middleton’s arrival I reported to hira that I could take out into the 
field an efficient force of 175 mounted men, fully equipped, with our own transport 
in perfect working order. I said, at the same time, that I could carry, and travel 
fast, seven days’ rations and forage. 

When I made this report I expected that I would be consulted by General 
Middleton with regard to the operations then in contemplation against “ Big Bear ” 
and other hostile Indians and their followers. I had even gone so far as to assume, 
as beyond possibility of doubt, that the force under my command would be 
given active employment, such as we were eminently qualified to perform, It 
must be remembered that at that time the rebel half-breeds had been defeated, and 
that the acknowledged task then to ke accomplished by the troops was the release 
of white prisoners held in Indian camps, and the arrest of all turbulent chiefs, such 
as “ Big Bear” and others. 

My desire was to aid the General in as far as possible preventing any protraction 
of the troubles, You can readily, therefore, picture to yourself my amazement on 
being informed by General Middleton that he considered it more important that the 
police force under my command should remain at Prince Albert. Like myself, every 
member of the police force was most anxious to secure active employment, and here 
was work to be done, the nature of which was familiar to us in every detail—such 
work, in fact, as we had been successfully performing for years. We were able to 
travel twice as fast as the militia troops General Middleton had with him. In 
addition to this, we not only knew the country, and the habits of the Indians, but 
even the men in the ranks knew, and could recognize at a glance, the chief, head men 
and others against whom operations were being conducted. 

This, then, was the position in which I found myself placed, when, on the 22nd 
May, General Middleton, with a force of artillery and infantry, left by steamer for 
Battleford. 

I then remained at Prince Albert until the 24th of the same mouth. On this date 
Lieut.-Colonel Straubenzee, with the remainder of the militia, started overland for 
Battleford vid Carlton. Before doing so, this last named officer informed me that he 
wanted a guard placed on the ferry at Carlton, where his command was to cross the 
Saskatchewan. I left Prince Albert on the afternoon of the same day (the 24th) 
with thirty men, and reached Carlton that night, having travelled fifty miles in so 
doing. In taking command of this small guard myself I was in hopes that circum- 
peo might transpire which would have enabled me to go on to Battleford and Fort 
Pitt. 

During the time our camp was established at Carlton I took a small number of 
men with me and rode to the south side of Duck Lake, for the purpose of disarming a 
band of Indians encamped there, which task was quickly and successfully accomplish d. 
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On the 27th I returned to Prince Albert, having left Inspector Drayner in command 
of the detachment at Carlton. This officer afterwards patrolled the Duck Lake country. 
He recovered a considerable amount of property stolen by the rebels from Carlton, 
and arrested six Indians who had been concerned in the uprising. Inspector Drayner 
and his party subsequently returned to Prince Albert on the 30th May, having his 
Indian prisoners with him. 

In accordance with instructions received from the Minister of Militia, I, on the 
8th of Jure, started from Priace Albert forty rebel prisoners under suitable escort for 
Regina. About noon of the same day I received a telegram from General Middleton 
ordering me to send out a8 many mounted men as possible to cross the river at Carl- 
ton and patrol towards Green Lake, as “ Big Bear ” and his band were supposed to be 
making in that direction. 

To carry out this order I decided to recall the prisoners and escort whom I had 
started out in the morning (as I have previously stated) for Regina, under command 
of Inspector Sanders. That officer and his party returned to Prince Albert the same 
night. I had, in the meantime, sent a small party to Carlton, under Inspector Drayner, 
for the purpose of repairing the ferry upon which we were to cross at that point. 
By dint of hard work performed during the night, Inspector Drayner had the ferry 
in serviceable condition for us upon the following day, upon which, at 6 o’clock a. m,, 
I left Prince Albert myself, with a party of the following strength: Assistant Com- 
missioner Crozier, Inspector Howe and Assistant Surgeon Millar, and 136 non-com- 
missioned officers and men, 127 horses and nineteen waggons. Captain Wise, A.D.C., ac- 
companied me. We reached Carlton the evening of the same day and crossed the river 
upon the following morning, our crossing being very considerably facilitated by the ar- 
rival of steamer ‘‘ Baroness.” At Fort Carlton I left a detachment often men, in charge 
of Sergeant Smart. We then proceeded on towards Green Lake, reaching the south 
end of this Lake on the 14th June. In this journey we travelled over a somewhat 
rough country, repairing the bridges and corduroy roads as we went along. At the 
south end of the lakeI was forced to leave my waggons. In doing this I established 
a small camp near the Hudson Bay Company’s Depot, which had been pillaged by 
Indians in a most wholesale manner. We then proceeded to the north end of the 
lake, a distance of sixteen miles, along a bridle path, constantly leading our horses over 
fallen timber and bad swamps, crossing a creek near the north end, where we had to 
swim our horses and build a raft to cross men, saddles, &c. 

From the north end of Green Lake I sent out scouts to Loon Lake, in order to 
ascertain if any news of “ Big Bear ” was forthcoming from that direction. 

On the 17th I returned to the south end of the lake, where my waggons were. 
From this point I went back southward on the Carlton trail, to the forks of the road 
leading towards Pelican Lake. From here I had scouts out in every direction, 
moving about myself to watch trails, picking up food for the horses wherever it was 
obtainable, as at this time we were without oats. This section of the country was 
covered with morasses, and the moving of waggons, or even saddle horses, was 
extremely trying and difficult. 

On the 23rd June one of the Wood Crees, who had been in “ Big Bear’s ” camp, 
came in tous. He stated that he could take ascoutto where he (the Indian) had left 
“ Big Bear,” in the direction of Loon Lake, and from that the trail could be followed. 
I then sent scout Léveillie out with this Indian. The point indicated was found, and 
“ Big Bear’s ” trail followed southward. It was subsequently ascertained that the trail 
continued on towards Carlton. It was while camped at Pellican Lake that I received 
a message from Léveillé, to this effect. I therefore moved back on Carlton myself. 
While travelling I came upon a camp of Indians; among them I found one of “ Big 
Bear’s” Indians, whom I arrested. In this camp { also recovered one of our horses, 
evidently stolen by the Indians from Fort Pitt, From these Indians I ascertained that 
“ Big Bear ” was travelling in a direction parallel to the trail I was on,.and making 
for the Saskatchewan River. I pushed on, therefore, knowing that if the capture 
‘was to be made, it must be somewhere in the vicinity of Carlton. 
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On the 2nd July I was met by Inspector Drayner (whom I had previously sent 
into Carlton for provisions). He informed me that “ Big Bear” had been eaptured 
near Carlton by Sergeant Smart and the detachment of police I had left at that place . 

On the 4th Jaly I reached Carlton, having crossed the river on a small scow. 
At Carlton I found some of “ Big Bear’s” followers encamped. I arrested them, and 
took them on to Prince Albert, where I arrived on the night of the 5th July. On 
the 11th July I sent Inspector Drayner, with “ Big Bear” and other Indian prisoners, 
on to Regina, I left Prince Albert myself at noon of the same day, and reached 
Regina on the 17th, 

Officers. 


Superintendent Crozier, who commanded the police who took part in the Duck 
Lake fight showed marked gallantry and coolness under a most severe fire. 

Superintendents Herchmer and Neale served with the column sent from Swift 
Current to the relief of Battleford. Superintendent Herchmer acted as chief of staff 
and second in command to Lieut. Colonel Otter. Superintendent Neale commanded 
a division of police. The efficient services of both officers were fully recognized 
and recorded by Lieut. Colonel Otter, who brought their names forward as deserving: 
of special notice in his official account of the fight at “Out Knife,” 

Superintendent Herchmer had, foran extended period, commanded the division of 
police serving in the north, and had thus become familiar with the Indians and the 
country in which their camps were located. I can quite understand that his 
experience and ability must have been of much service to Colonel Otter. 

Superintendent Neale’s experience as transport and supply officer must also have 
been beneficial. 

Superintendent Cotton’s command (the South-Western District) during the 
Rebellion was one of the most important in the country. 

In the control and management of the Blackfeet, as well as in the general 
command of his district, he showed marked ability and tact. The discharge of the 
important duties devolving upon him were performed to my entire satisfaction. 
The people of the country have every confidence in this officer, and consider that 
the satisfactory condition of affairs in the south is in no small degree attributable to 
his action. This has been borne testimony to by cattleowners, settlers and railway 
authorities alike, Since the outbreak this officer efficiently performed much valuable 
service among the southern Indians, all of which merits specia] and favorable mention. 

Superintendents Steele and Perry held important commands while serving with 
the Alberta field force under Major-General Strange. In both cases General Strange 
has placed on record his high appreciation of the ability, energy and zeal these 
officers possess. 

Supsrintendent Molllree efficiently commanded the division serving at Maple 
Creek and Medicine Hat. The duty of scouting the Cypress Hills and adjoining 
country to the south and west was very thoroughly done, and with good results. 

From the officers who served with me on the march from Regina to Carlton, at 
Prince Albert and on the Green Lake expedition—Inspectors Howe, White-Fraser, 
Sanders and Drayner—I received every support and assistance. 

During my protracted absence from headquarters the command devolved upon 
Superintendent und Adjutant Deane. The increase in the force was the means of 
bringiag large numbers of men under this officer’s command, for purposes of organiza- 
tion and drill. All such duties demanded a vast amount of labor, and were performed 
in a most satisfactory manner. 

I cannot speak too highly of the conduct, through the whole campaign, of the 
non-commissioned officers and constables. 

I append hereto reports from the several police officers who held police 
commands during the outbreak ; also the reports of the medical officers of the force. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. G. IRVINE, 
Commander. 
8a—3 
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(Telegram from Lneut.-Col. Irvine to Right Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald, dated at Fort 
Carlton via Winnipeg, 27th March, 1885.) 


Party under my command just arrived; when near Fort Carlton found that 
Crozier, with a party of 100, went to Duck Lake to secure a large quantity of supplies 
there stored ; was met by 200 rebels, who held an advantageous position at Beardy’s 
Reserve, and endeavored to surround police and civilians. 

Rebels fired first, when it became general. Crozier, owing to the disadvantage 
at which he was taken, retreated orderly, arriving at fort same time as my party. 
Ten civilians of Prince Albert and two policemen killed, and four civilians and seven 
constables wounded. 

Number of rebels killed not known. 

The Police and civilians acted with the greatest bravery under a heavy fire, 


Killed. 
Regimental No. 1008........... ead sesesiaessseece Constable T. J. Gibson. 
do TOGOTre .as5 © 8 sececccceccccscoes do 4G. P, Arnold, 


Civilians.—Captain John Morton, W. Napier, James Bakie, S, Elliott, Robert 
Middleton, D. Mackenzie, D. MacPhail, Charles Newitt, Joseph Anderson, Alex. 
Fisher, 


Wounded, 


Captain Moore, leg broken; A. MacNabb, W. R. Markley, Alex. Stewart, of 
volunteers. 

The North-West Mounted Police wounded are Inspector J. Howe, Corporal 
Gilchrist. 


Regimental No. 852 .......cs.eeeee sooseseeeee Constable Garratt. 
do bg ly ane Save cesses Rataonewoaae do S. F. Gordon. 
do L045 oieccsens OES as caganeeos do A. M. Smith. 
do LOAS Siecacveuaceccesecoseccess< do J. J. Moore. 
do 935. cece geacgecsevdscastescce do A. Miller. 


CaRLTON, 26th March 1885. 


Siz,—I have the honor to inform you that I proceeded this morning with an 
escort of 100 men to get possession of a large quantity of provisions and ammunition 
at Duck Lake, in the store of Hillyard Mitchell. When within about a mile and 
a-half of Duck Lake I was attacked by over 200 half-breed rebels. 

I threw a line of skirmishers to the right of the road, under cover of a wood, to 
prevent the rebels surrounding us, which they were attempting todo, the remainder, 
excepting men in charge of horses, formed under ¢over of the sleighs, extended to the 
left, at right angles to the road. 
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We prevented the rebels surrounding us, and then quietly returned to Carlton. 
The police and noble volunteers from Prince Albert behaved superbly. Our loss is 
11 killed and 11 wounded. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Colonel Inving, Your obedient servant, 
Commissioner N.-W.M.P.,, L. N. F, CROZIER, 
Carlton. Superintendent. 
Forwarded 
A. G. IRVINE, 
Commissioner. 


. This report was delayed in transmission and did not reach Ottawa until 29th 
ay. 
PRINCE ALBERT, Ist April, 1885. 


Sizn,—Referring to my telegram of the 26th ult., I have the honor to report 
that I arrived at Prince Albert on the evening of the 24th, and intended starting the 
next day for Carlton, but found, owing to the forced march which I had made 
between Regina and this point, it was actually necessary that both men and horses 
should have a rest, in order to bein a better state for action on my arrival at Carlton. 
I left Prince Albert at 2:30 a.m. of the 26th, taking with me, besides eighty-three 
non-commissioned officers and men of the North-West Mounted Police brought from 
Regina, twenty-five volunteers from this point. 

On reaching Fort Carlton about three o’clock in the afternoon of the 26th I 
found that Superintendent Crozier had early that morning despatched a party, con- 
sisting of Sergeant Stewart and seventeen constables with eight sleighs, and aceom- 
panied by and under the direction of Mr. Thomas M:Kay, of Prince Albert, to 
secure a quantity of provisions and ammunition, which were in the store of a trader 
named Mitchell, at Duck Lake. When within three miles of Duck Lake Mr. 
McKay, who was riding in front, saw tour of the North-West Mounted Police scouts, 
who had been sent in advance, riding towards him, being closely pursued by a large 
number of hali-breeds and Indians. On perceiving this, Mr. McKay turned and rode 
back to the sleighs, halted them, and told the men to load their rifles and get ready. 
He then went forward and met the rebels, who were all armed and mounted, in large 
numbers, which were being rapidly increased from the rear. 

The rebels behaved in a very overbearing and excited manner, and demanded a 
surrender of the party or they would fire. This was refused, and a reply given by 
Mr. McKay in their own language (the Cree) that two could play at that game. 
One Gabriel Dumont and others kept prodding loaded and cocked rifles in Mr, 
McKay’s ribs, and declaring they would blow out his brains. Two of the rebels 
jumped into a sleigh belonging to Mr. McKay’s party and endeavored to take 
possession of the team, but Mr. McKay told the driver not to give it up, but hold on 
to it, which was done. The Indians kept jeering at Mr. McKay’s small party, and 
calling out: ‘If you are men, now come on.” ‘The party then returned in the direo- 
tion of Carlton and Mr. McKay told the rebels not to follow, as he would not be res- 
ponsible for what his men might do. 

During the parleying Dumont fired a rifle between Mr. McKay and the teamster 
above referred to, which Mr. McKay feared was intended as a signal for the large 
number of Indians assembled in the rear. 

A scout was ordered in advance to report the circumstances to Superintendent 
Crozier, and on Mr. McKay’s arrival at the fort another party, under command of 
Superintendant Crozier, started for Duck Lake, for the purpose of securing the stores 
Mr. McKay’s men failed in getting. 

The command consisted of the following :—Superintendent (Qrozier, Inspector 
Howe, Surgeon Miller, 53 non-commissioned officers and men (N.-W.M.P.) with 
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one 7-pr. gun, Captains Moore and Morton and 41 Prince Albert volunteers. Total 
99. We were met by the rebels at the same place from which Mr. McKay’s party 
was to retire. 

The rebels were hidden in extented order, awaiting Superintendent Crozier’s 
approach behind a rise of ground, which crossed the road much in the form of a dis- 
tended horse shoe, flanked on either side by small bush, 

Superintendent Crozier reports to me that on being confronted by this party of 
rebels he immediately ordered his sleighs to extend at right angles across the road, 
unbitched his horses and sent them to the rear. The rebels appeared to desire a 

ley, as several of them advanced a short distance to the front with a white flag, 
which he took to be one of truce, During the parleying the Indians rapidly extended 
out, and shortly after this the firing began—Superintendent Crozier stating that 
the first shot was from the rebel side, when the firing became general, with the 
result of ten killed and thirteen wounded on our side. The number of rebels killed 
is not known, 

Owing to the disadvantage at which Superintendent Crozier’s command was 
taken, both as regards numbers and position, he considered it prudent to retire back 
to Carlton, and it was just after his force had returned that I marched in. 

It appears tome a matter of regret that with the knowledge that both myself 
and command were within a few miles of and en route to Carlton, Superintendent 
Crozier should have marched out as he did, in face of what had transpired earlier in 
the day; but I am led to the belief that this officer’s better judgment was overruled 
by the impetuousness displayed both by the police and volunteers to go and take 
the stores and, if necessary, fight for them. 

On learning the intent and demeanor of the rebels, as well as being advised of 
the number of Indians who had joined them, I deemed it expedient to abandon Fort 
Carlton. I was influenced in this direction by the fact that most of the armed men 
of Prince Albert were aiding in the defence of the fort while they should be protecting 
their own homes; of the untenable position of the fort and the inutility of holding it 
as a means of protecting the settlers of the country, and above all, that owing to the 
check received by the police and volunteers near Duck Lake the rebels, and espe- 
cially the Indian portion of them, would, if it were left in its defenceless position, 
make a raid upon Prince Albert, the consequences of which would have been hard to 
tell. In this decision I was endorsed by all the prominent officials and gentlemen of 
the fort. 

The intention was to have loaded up all the provisions and taken them to Prince 
Albert, and any which could not have been taken to have destroyed; but about 2 
a.m. of the 28th, before the loading was completed, the fort, through the ignition of 
some hay which was being used in filling mattresses for the wounded, accidentally 
caught fire. The fire occurring over the main gateway, at that time the only exit, 
teams had to be hurriedly hitched up, and other places of exit made in the temporary 
stockade built of cordwood. 

As the bright flame, which rapidly increased, shone far and wide, I had the 
rampart strongly manned, until every person was out of the fort, when a strong line 
of skirmishers and mounted men were thrown out in most commanding positions to 
protect the long train of police and civilian teams in their tedious efforts up the long 
and steep hill before reaching the upper plain. It took some two and a-half hours 
before the last sleigh reached the top of the hill, when immediately the march to 
Prince Albert was commenced, which place was reached about 4 p.m. 

In the afternoon of the 27th, before leavingC arlton, Constable Gibson, who was 
killed in the fight, and two members of the North-West Mounted Police, Constables 
Arnold and Garrett, who had been wounded and died, were buried with military 
honors in one grave, about 200 yards to the north-west of the gate at Fort Carlton. 
The balance of the wounded we brought to Prince Albert, 

I would beg to bring to your notice the reports that have reached me of the plucky 
manner in which Superintendent Crozier and all under his command behaved under 
the most trying circumstances. The fire from the rebels was very heavy, and the 
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coolness displayed, when attaching the horses to the sleighs, preparatory to retiring, 
was apparently remarkable. 

In the ranks of the Prince Albert volunteer company, under the command of 
Captain Moore, were some of the best and many of the leading men of this section of 
the country. The alacrity with which one and all came to the assistance of the 
police is particularly praiseworthy, especially when itis remembered that they left 
their families and homes to do so. 

Some of these brave men lost their lives in the engagement, whilst others 
received serious wounds, among the number being Captain Moore, who had his leg 
broken by two shots. 

Attached hereto will be found a report from Superintendent Crozier, also rolls 
giving the names of the North-West Mounted Police and Prince Albert volunteers 
who took part in the engagement, together with lists of the killed and wounded 
of the respective corps. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


A. G, IRVINE, 


The Right Hon. Commissioner. 
Sir Jonn A, Macpona.p, G.C.B., &c., &o. 


( Telegram.) 
Orrawa, 10th April, 1885. 
To Lt.-Col. Invinz, Prince Albert. 


Send by first messenger particulars of attack at Beardy’s reserve, nature of 
wounds received by police and civilians, and present condition of wounded. 
FRED. WHITE. 


Painck ALBERT, 26th April, 1885, 6:30 a. m. 


My Dear Wairr,—Your telegram from Ottawa, dated 10th, this morning 
received. The General telegraphed me to report direct to him. This accounts for 
ke not having received any information from me lately. I telegraphed Mr. 

ewdney from here, telling him I had evacuated Carlton, which accidentally caught 
fire and burnt while leaving. A man is just starting off for Humboldt, so I send you 
a report of the condition of the wounded, list of killed on the 26th March last, a 
report from Crozier and proceedings of a board of officers on the cause of the fire at 
Carlton. It is too great a risk to send you a report of what we are doing here, as 
several of our messengers have already been caught by the rebels. I hope, however, 
in a few days the road will be open. We are all well and in great spirits, and you 
may be sure will give a good aecount of ourselves when the time comes. Reed is 
with me, and has been of great assistance to me. 

Yours faithfally, 


A. G. IRVINE. 
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Mast of Killed and Wounded, Prince Albert Volunteers, near Duck Lake, 26th 
March, 1885. 


Captain Morton, killed. 

Corporal Napier do 

Constable, Anderson, Joseph do 
do Bakioe, Jas. do 
do Elliott, 8. C. do 
do Fisher, Alex. do 
do Middleton, R. do 
do McKenzie, D. do 
do McPhail, D. do 


Captain Moore H. S., shot below the knee; doing well. 

Sergeant McNab, A., flesh wound of arm ; progressing favorably. 
Constable Markley, A., insignificant wound ; progressing favorably. 
Scout Stewart A., slight abrasion ; progressing favorably. 
Constable, Newitt, C., wounded in leg. 


Forwarded, 


A. G, IRVINE, 
Commissioner. 


Nortu-West Mountep Po.ior. 


Last of Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers ond Constables killed and wounded on 26th 
March, 1885, near Duck Lake. 


SS, LLL 


Reg. No. Rank and Name. Nature of Wounds. Surgeons Remarks. 
coocerees -|Inspector Howe........s.s00 .|Flesh wound...........|Progressing favorably. 
532 |Corporal Gilchrist...........|Broken thigh.......... Cy) do 
1065 (Constable Arvold, G.P.......|Shot through lungs. 
ANG, NOCK ie.scs2es.0 .|Died at 1:45 am. 27th 
March, 1885, 
852 do Garrett, G. K.,../Shot in the lungs...../Seriously wounded (died 
3 p.m. 27th March, ’85. 
1117 do Gordon, 8S. F..... Flesh wound. ......... Not serious. 
1045 do Manners Smith..|Shot through lungs.../Seriously wounded, but 
doing well. 
935 do* 4 Miller: Acs... eve. Slight scalp wound...|Doing well. 
1003 do Gibson, W......../Shot through heart...|Died on field. 
1048 Gon A W000 9 Ia7J scincas Flesh wound of arm..|/Progressing favorably. 
Constable Arnold 
do Garret | Buried at Fort Carlton, 27th March, 1885. 
do Gibson 
Forwarded 
A. G, IRVINE, 
Commissioner. 


PrIncE ALBERT, 22nd April, 1885. 


Siz,—In reply to your memorandum of this date, I have the honor to inform 
‘you that on the morning of the 26th March I sent a party to Duck Lake to procure 
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a quantity of provisions and ammunition that were in the store of a trader named 
Mitchell. They left Carlton shortly after daylight, About ten o’clock it was reported 
to me that Sergeant Stewart had been prevented by half-breeds from taking the stores 
after which he had gone, and that he was “in trouble,” 

I immediately got ready a party 100 strong to proceed to the relief of Stewart. 
As I was moving off Stewart’s party came down the hill at the fort. I was informed 
that there were about 100 marauding half-breeds at Duck Lake, the rebel head- 
quarters and force, according to my latest information received through scouts, being 
at Batoche’s Crossing, south side of river. I therefore, concluded to go to Duck 
Lake and get the provisions and ammunition. 

When within a mile and a-half of Mitchell’s store I was attacked by a force of 
half-breeds estimated at the time at over 200 in number, but I have since been 
informed through rebel sources that there were at least 350 of them. 

I threw a line of skirmishers to the right of the road, under cover of a wood, to 
prevent the rebels surrounding us, which they were attempting todo. The remainder 
of my force, excepting the men in charge of horses, formed under cover of the sleighs 
extended to the left at right angles to the road. 

On my escort halting a man advanced from the enemy bearing a flag of truce. 
I ran forward to meet him and called back for the interpreter, Joseph McKay. 

The enemy, notwithstanding the flag of truce, continued to get rapidly into 

sition. ‘The movement that threatened to be most serious to us was that of a 
arge body moving towards our right flank. . 

I said several times to the man with the flag: “ Call those people back,” referring 
to those moving to the right. To what I said he paid not the slightest attention. It 
was evident that the sending out of the flag of truce was but a piece of treachery 
and to gain time, in order to outflank us on the right and get into position. 

Had they accomplished their purpose we must have been annihilated. I consider 
that the line extended to our right, prevented the rebels surrounding us. There we 
sustained the heaviest loss, because concealed from view, to the right of the trail on 
which we approached, were two houses, in which were posted a large number of 
rebels, and from whence they poured upon us a fierce fire. From this point they 
tried to gain, and were working upon our rightrear The deep crusted snow, however, 
impeded their movement's, thereby preventing them accomplishing their purpose 
before the termination of the engagement. 

The deep crusted snow caused any movement to be most difficult. If off the 
beaten track my men, in extending, found it slow and hard work, 

The engagement lasted about thirty minutes, and though the rebels were upon 
their own ground, entrenched in ambush, with the advantage of a commanding posi- 
tion, ready and wa.ting for us, we drove back thir right, and had we been opposed 
by them on ovr right on anything like an equality, we could have done the same to 
their left, but there we had to contend aguinrt the enemy in houses and in ambush. 
The right of my line did prevent the rebels gaining our rear. They did it at the cost 
of their lives—mon could do no more. 

Both the police and volunteers who composed my little escort behaved superbly ; 
their bravery and coolness under a murderous fire was simply astonishing. 

The enemy were in ambush behind splendid cover; we were exposed, yet not a 
man shirked, or even faltered, until the order was given to retire, and then they 
moved off quietly. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
L. N, F. CROZIER, 
Superintendent. 
Lieut.-Col. Invinz, 


Commissioner North-West Mounted Police, 
Prince Albert. 
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PRooEEDInas of an Investigation to enquire into the cause of the Fire at Carlton on the 
evening of the 27th March, by Order of the Commissioner, before a Board of Officers, 
composed of Superintendent Crozier, Gagnon, and Inspector White- Fraser, at 
Prince Albert, in the North-West Territory, on Thursday, the 9th of April, 1885. 


Sergeant Major Dann, being examined, states as follows :— 


I was ordered to send a certain number of teams to convey the wounded and 
sick men to Prince Albert. I had a mattress that I was getting filled with hay to 
put in the bottom of a sleigh for wounded men to rest on. I was filling the 
mattress in my own room; the loose hay, or rather there might have been some 
loose hay scattered about the floor of the room; a stovepipe from a stove in the 
room under mine ran through the floor of my room; there was no fire in the stove 
below when I was having the mattress filled, or at least I was not aware of a fire 
‘being in the stove. After the bed was filled with hay I had been away about an 
hour when I heard the alarm of fire given. I learned at once that the fire was in 
my quarters. I at once rushed to the room adjoining mine to see if the wounded 
were being taken out. I found my own and the room in whivh the wounded men 
were in flames. Corporal Gilchrist, one of the wounded, was still in bed in the 
room adjoining mine. I went to this room, and with the assistance of another man, 
took Corporal Gilchrist out. I was nearly stifled by the smoke in getting the 
corporal out of the room, I returned to see if the wounded were all out, and found 
they were. Several buckets of water were used to endeavor to extinguish the fire, 
but the fire had made too much headway. My first impression was that a lamp had 
exploded, but I found from Constable Baugh that the fire had started from the loose 
hay lying about the stovepipe, a fire having been made in the stove below my room. 


F. G. DANN, 
Sergeant Major, N.W.M.P. 


Constable Baugh, being examined, states as follows :— 


I was in charge of two wounded men, Corporal Gilchrist and Manners Smith. 
I had just removed the lamp and given them beef tea—that they might bave a sleep 
before finally moving them. I had gone outside the room when I smelt the fire; on 
looking I found the fire in the Sergeant Major’s room. I gave the alarm and endeav- 
ored three different times to extinguish the flames with blankets, and also threw 
water upon the flames, On coming out of the burning room for the fourth time I 
noticed some one carrying Corporal Gilchrist out of his room. I was nearly suf- 
focated, and burned my face very much while trying with the blankets to put the fire 
out, A small fire had been kept on during the day in the stove in the room beneath 
the Sergent Major’s, but I imagine some one had put on a much greater fire in the 
evening, not being aware that the loose hay was in the room above. I assisted taking 
‘Corporal Gilchrist and other wounded men to their sleighs, and did not again enter 
the facing building, as the fire was quite beyond control, The fire originated in the 


ake hay lying about the floor in the room occupied as a bedroom by the Sergeant 
ajor. 


R. D. BAUGH. 


Sergeant Major Dann recalled: There were several families of civilians, who had 
come into the fort for protection, living in the room where the stove was, and they 
must have set on the fire in the stove, not being aware, I imagine, that there was 
Joose hay in the room above, 


F.G. DANN, 
Sergeant Major, N,W.M.P. 
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OPINION. 


Having considered the above statements, the Board is of opinion that the fire 
originated through loose hay lying about a stovepipe in the room that was occupied 
by escent Major Dann as a bedroom, and that the fire originated entirely as an 
accident, | 


L. N. F. CROZIER, Superintendent. 
SEV. GAGNON, Superintendent. amhora’ 
W. H. WHITE-FRASER, Inspector. 
Forwarded 
A. G. IRVINE, 
Oommissioner. 
Prince Albert, 10th April 1885. 


Prinok AutBsrg, N. W.T., 16th May, 1885. 


S1e,—My last report mentioned the arrival here of my command from Carlton 
on the 28th March. 

Immediately on my arrival I applied myself to completing, as far as possible, 
the organization already begun for A defence of the place, and caused to be enrolled 
all the able-bodied men as special constables who offered their services and who 
were not at the time bearing arms. Some 309 men became enrolled, but only 116 
Snider rifles were available, and these were distributed between two companies at 
Prince Albert proper and a detachment of eighteen men at Goschen. There were 
four companies under the command of the following officers, namely: Captain 
Young faa took charge on Captain Moore being wounded), with Lieutenants 
Campbell and Wilson as subalterns; Captain Hoey, with Lieutenants Brewster and 
aod as subalterns; Captain Craig, with Lieutenants Tait and Dunlop as 
subalterns, and Captain Brewster, with Lieutenants Sutherland and Spencer as 
subalterns. The staff duties were performed by Lieut.Colonel Sproat, with Hon, 
Lawrence Clarke as Supply Officer and Mr. Hayter Reed as Brigade Major. Bosides 
the above, a company of scouts, forty-seven in all, was organized under the command 
of Mr. Thomas McKay. These men guarded the outlying settlements, acted as 
couriers and gave most valuable and general aid. One of these men had a tele- 
graphic instrument, and was thereby enabled to forward information from the front 
when the line was in working order. The fact of the scouts being held well to the 
front, and at times in close proximity to the rebel camp, caused the enemy to keep & 
goodly portion of their force on the west side of the river, fearing an attack from 
this quarter. 

All the shot-guns throughout the country were gathered in, and these were 
issued to the balance of the men, and handed from one to the other as occasion 
required, 

- As reliable information was received that the rebels contemplated an attack 
upon Prince Albert, so soon as possible I had a strong chain of patrols and picquets 
nightly surrounding the main part of the town. 

Owing to the place being so spread over a large area, the force under my com- 
mand was not a little weakened in its desire to make # forward movement, as most 
valuable interests lay in scattered parts requiring protection. 

On the 19th April last I made a reconnaissance in force and found that the 
rebels were in numbers on the west side of the river at Batoche, and had parties at 
most commanding points and scattered through the woods along the route to that 
crossing. I deemed it proper, therefore, to retrace my steps, in order to avoid the 
possibility of a raid being suddenly made by other routes upon Prince Albert. 

Nearly the whole population of the surrounding country took refuge in Prince 
Albert, and owing mainly to the bad harvest reaped last fall it was found that it was 
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absolutely necessary to feed the greater portion of them. The number now on the 
ration list, apart from enrolled men, is 1,165 souls. 

As the time for seeding wheat was rapidly passing by, and owing to the uncer- 
tain and possibly critical position in which the inhabitants found themselves, by 
having, besides rebels, Indians about them on all sides, who, although professing friend- 
ship, had, under the circumstances, to be treated with more or less suspicion, I 
deemed it advisable to retain the services of all enrolled farmers, which, of course, to 
& very great extent, prevented wheat crops being sown by them. 

Before concluding I must not fail to draw to your notice the loyal and hearty 
support given me by one all, and although it might appear invidious to mention any 
names, still I must beg to be allowed to bring before you those of the Hon, Lawrence 
Clarke, who, besides the arduous duties of supplying food for the garrison and inhab- 
itants generally, provided shelter for them on their arrival from the country, and that 
of Mr. Thomas McKay, chief of the scouts, whose unremitting efforts tended greatly 
to my aid. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 
A. G, IRVINE, 


The Right Hon. Commissioner. 
Sir Joun A: Maoponatp, G.C.B., &c., &e. 


( Telegram.) 


Orrawa, 23rd May, 1885. 
To Lt.-Col. Irving, Prince Albert: 


Minister considers Crozier’s report of engagement at Duck Lake very incom~ 
pee and wishes detailed particulars; also explanation why he went to Duck Lake, 
owing you were about to join him. 
From yourself he wishes full report from time you left Regina till arrival of 
General Middleton at Prince Albert. 
Why you abandoned Carlton and why you did not go to Duck Lake; why you 
did not scour the country around Prince Albert, and why you did not join General 
Middleton ; also any further particulars you can furnish. 


FRED. WHITE. 


Nore.—The substance of Col. Irvine’s report, sent by mail, in reply to this 
felegram is contained in his annual report. 


(Zelegram.) 


Prince ALBERT, 5th June, 1885. 
To F, Wuite, Ottawa. 


Will send another and full report from the time 1 left Regina till arrival of 
General Middleton at Prince Albert. 

The country around Prince Albert was thoroughly scoured; result, no houses 
pillaged or burnt. 

Received no order to join General Middleton, which rather surprised me, as I am 
sure, from my long service in the country, and my knowledge of Indian and half- 
breed ways, would have been of great service to him. 

Fall report from Crozier forwarded by last mail. 


A, G, IRVINE. 


43 
——————————e—eeeeee===S==jEEaES=E=l_———S=—==—E—e—_—_————=———_—_es=S_——S—X 
PRINCE ALBERT, 29th May, 1885. 


Stz,—I am asked to make a further report as to the affair at Duck Lake on the 
26th March last. In addition to what I have already said in former reports, I may 
farther state as follows : 

Between the 19th and 26th March Riel and his followers had robbed, plundered, 
illaged and terrorized the settlers and country ; they had sacked stores, seized and 
eld as prisoners officers of the Government, merchants, settlers and others; they 

had risen in armed rebellion or insurrection, they patrolled the country with armed 
parties, who seized, with the muzzles of rifles at their heads, loyal subjects, or any one 
else they chose, declaring that they had the choice of submitting to be made pri- 
soners or of being shot; their orders were to massacre all those who would not 
allow themselves to be made prisoners; they had incited the Indians to take up arms 
and rebel against authority, a condition of affairs which must lead to murders, 
massacres and the most frightful atrocities ; they had cut the telegraph wires and cut 
down the telegraph poles, and stopped all mail and other communication and traffic; 
had committed highway robbery, seized and plundered freighters and freight, and 
had fired upon and driven into the fort I was commanding, my patrols; they had 
denounced and repudiated the authority of the Queen, and had plunged the country 
into a state of war, terror and anarchy ; they had paralyzed all trade and business, 
and the legitimate and peaceful occupations and callings of the people. 

Riel, the leader of the rebels, had sent word to me, demanding the unconditional 
surrender of Carlton, and on my failing to comply with his request, the alternative 
was to be, he said, “a war of extermination.” Upon one occasion he sent word that 
he wished to see me, in order to negotiate. I replied that I would meet him at a 
certain place named, half way between Duck Lake and Carlton, and that [ would 
go without an escort, and promised that he might have a chance of saying whatever 
he wished; and further, that upon that occasion [ would not arrest him. I said to 
the messenger: “Give the man my word of honor that I will not arrest him this 
time.” He replied that he would not meet me, but would send emissaries, I there- 
fore, instead of going myself, sent two gentlemen to represent me. They were told, 
on meeting Riel’s men, that they had nothing more to say than that Fort Carlton 
must be surendered unconditionally. The gentlemen I sent out were Captain Moore 
and Captain Thomas McKay, of Prince Albert. I had told them to tell Riel’s men 
that the gravest offences had been committed against the law, and that the leaders 
and instigators of the rebellion would have to be delivered up to the authorities, to 
be dealt with according to law ; and as to the others, I said, tell them that I think 
many have been led astray or forced into rebellion. I believed that they would be 

ardoned at any rate, that I would do all in my power to get for them an amnesty. 

hrough these gentlemen | advised the rebels to disperse, lay down their arms and 
go to their homes, Upon another occasion Captain Thomas McKay, a gentleman 
well known to the French half-breeds, had gone to their headquarters at Batoche, 
and then entreated them to go to their homes, and used every conceivable argument 
to induce them to see how foolishly they were acting. I published also, written and 

rinted notices in French and English, offering any and all those who had been forced 
into rebellion, or were held against their will, protection, on presenting themselves to 
the officers commanding at Carlton or Prince Albert; but all this was of no avail. 
Riel said, among other violent utterances, to one of the messengers I had sent out to 
try and induce the rebels to go to their homes: “ We want blood! blood! If Carlton 
is not surrendered it will be a war of extermination;; 1 must have an answer by 12 
o’clock or we will attack and take the fort.” 

Such was the condition of affairs when, on the morning of the 26th March last, 
Sergeant Stewart’s party was prevented from going on to Duck Lake (to get the 
stores which I desired to fetch from Mitchell’s store) by an armed party of rebels. 
Their number was reported to me as being about 100. From the latest information 
brought in by my scouts I believed the rebel headquarters and main body of 
insurgents were at Batoche’s, on the south side of the river, and therefore I was led 
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to believe that the party north of Duck Lake was but a detachment from the main 
body engaged in a marauding expedition, and I considered that with the 100 men I 
hhad with me I would be able to overcome their resistance, if any, and get the stores 
in spite of them. I also took with me the 7-pr. gun in charge of Mr. Howe 
(who was wounded in the subseguent engagement). It was not until after 
the action had been in progress for some time that I discovered that the num- 
bers of rebels opposed to me was greatly in excess of what I had been informed 
were within striking distance of me. I found then that I was outnumbered at every 
point, and in imminent danger of being surrounded. The snow was, as I have before 
reported, very deep and badly crusted, and my men found the greatest difficulty in 
moving about at all. The deep snow also badly interfered with the use of the 7-pr. 
gun in action. Four shots, at least, were fired from the gun—two shrapnel, one 
case and one common shell. 

When I found that the enemy were more numerous by far than we were, that 
they were ambushed almost all round me, and had every advantage of ground and 
cover on their side, while we had every disadvantage of position to contend against, 
I deemed it prudent to abandon my attempt to push on to Duck Lake, and to with- 
draw my force from the action, which was done, as before reported, in perfect order 
by the men under my command. Five of my horses having been killed or disabled 
by gun shot wounds, I was obliged to abandon two of my sleighs and one jumper, in 
which there were a tew rounds of ammunition for the 7-pr. gun, and which fell into 
the hands of the rebels. The rest of my command—horses, sleighs and all the 
wounded—as was reported to me, were brought safely off the field. Such of the dead 
as I could gather I also brought with me, Most of the killed, however, were off to 
the extreme right, in situations most exposed to the rebel fire from shelter, and could 
not have been collected without incurring the gravest risk of putting my entire 
sommand into the greatest possible jeopardy, with an absolute certainty of losing 
many more lives from the terrible and continuous fire from the enemy ambushed on 
the right. Three different times I gave the order to put the killed and wounded on 
the sleighs, and I held the column until it was reported to me that ull were on; but 
even to have endeavored to get the bodies from the extreme right would have been, 
in the situation we were in, impossible. Besides, if I had delayed leaving the field but 
a few minutes my party would have met total destruction. Reference to the diagram 
attached will show the position of the rebel forces, the trap in which we were, and 
from which they intended we should never escape. I contend that no man desirous 
of taking action necessary to the performance of his duty could have foreseen, or 
escaped under the circumstances, getting into the affair on the 26th March, as I did, 
and having got into it, our getting out was most fortunate, Had the rebel plan 
succeeded and afew minutes more would have made it successful—there would not 
have been one of us left. With our gun in their possession, and flushed with victory, 
and following it up, Carlton must have fallen, and if Colonel Irvine’s party, then 
coming through a difficult country, had suffered a reverse, it would have exposed the 
whole of the eastern part of the territory to the rebel attack and occupation, which 
would have been most probable, for it must be remembered that many of the men of 
Prince Albert were with Colonel Irvine and myself at Carlton. 

I have stated already that I was going out for provisions and ammunition, not 
expecting or intending to meet the rebels in full force. The force with me was 
ample for what I intended it. Had I delayed, I considered I would have no chance 
to secure what I wanted, but with prompt action I certainly expected to succeed. 
Therefore, I acted promptly. I thought at the time and still think that the securing of 
the provisions and ammunition at that stage of the rebellion was a matter of the very 
greatest importance, for though the rebels had already secured a large quantity of 
supplies by plunder, they must, from their numbers, and what they had given to the 
Indians, in endeavoring to secure and retain their allegiance, have greatly reduced 
their store. Again, I argued if the Indians see that a party of half-breeds can 
contemptuously drive back and prevent officers of the Government from doing 
their duty, thus defiantly seizing property with impunity, they would be,able to gain 
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the firm allegiance of the wavering Indian tribes by what is stronger to them than any 
argument—namely, giving them plenty to eat. 

A person understanding the nature of Indians as well as you do, and the situation 
as it was on the 26th March last, will readily understand what a gain to us it would 
be, and how the prestige of the rebel half-breeds would have suffered and ours 

ained, among the Indians, had I succeeded in carrying out the object of my expe- 

ition, more sel nea after we had made an attempt and being unsuccessful in the 
morning; and further, you will see that had I waited for you the chance and time in 
which it would be possible to get the stores would have passed ; therefore, a day or 
even a few hours was of vital importance. But withall, had I known or even gus- 

ected that the rebels were in full force, or had I expected that I should be attacked 

y them as I was, I certaintly would not have taken the matter in hand. With the 
number of available men at my disposal the risk would have been too great—even to 
secure the great advantage that would in all probability, have been a consequence of 
the securing the provisions and ammunition. 

My former reports show how 1 met the rebels, I admit I was deceived as to 
their strength, When I left Carlton I considered I would probably meet, if they 
did not run away, not to exceed 100 of them. From the numbers I first saw in 
the field I was justified in thinking that there were no more than that number. 

The Prince Albert volunteers lost more heavily than the police, because several 
of them happened to be extended on the right of our line, where they were more 
exposed to the fire of the enemy in ambush and in houses. When I felt the fire 

ouring in on us from that quarter, I said to Mr. Howe, commanding the gun 

etachment: “ Shell those fellows,” pointing in the direction from which the fire 
was coming. He replied: “Our own men are extended there, and I may fire into 
them.” I then said, pointing to the coulée opposite our left front, from whence a 
very heavy fire was coming on us: “Throw a shell over there,” which was done, 
The gun did good service, and no men could have worked better than the gunners 
did that day, under conditions that would have tried soldiers, no matter how well 
disciplined. I did not know, when the line extended, that there was a house on our 
right, and that the enemy were ambushed about it in large nambers, so that I did 
not purposely expose one part of the line to fire mure than another. The sleighs I 
threw out for no other purpose than for cover, and they were taken advantage of 
as such by the volunteers and police indiscriminately; and if unkind and unfeeling 
remarks have been made, it was not by any of those who fought so gallantly 
together, and received, without flinching, as hot a fire as men ever were exposed to. 
The strongest feeling of friendship exists between the Prince Albert volunteers and 
the Mounted Police, because all who were present on that day know that no man 
shirked from his duty, or from danger, but that each unflinchingly and bravely 
took his chances and did his work. 

Though unsuccessful in getting possession of the stores I strove to bring in, and 
enforcing the rebels to withdraw, I considered that one consequence of my action 
was to force the rebels to give up, for the time, the attack on Fort Carlton, which 
they had mediated and would otherwise have made on the night of the 26th March, 
and prevented the bloodshed which must have occurred there, and the by no means 
impossible disaster to our arms, which, owing to the position of the fort, might 
have occurred there, 

It is to be regretted that I was not made aware of the fact that the rebels were 
in force at Duck Lake at the time I engaged with them, but my scouts did not 
learn that such was the case in time to apprise me of it. The movement of the 
main body of the rebels to Duck Lake was sudden and unexpected, and was, so far, 
& surprise to me, 

Before concluding this supplementary report, I may repeat that it was the 
rebels who attacked me and began the action, They had their dispositions most 
skillfully made, and nearly succeeded in cutting off my command, which they would 
have done but for the steady valor and good discipline of the men under me, on 
which I justly relied before setting out on the 26th March last. 


46 


SSS ces 
— ———— 


I attach a rough sketch of the ground upon which the action at Duck Lake was 
fought. It will give a fairly good idea of the disposition of the opposing forces on 
the 26th March last, and show their numbers to have been between 300 and 400 
fighting men. 

I have tae honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


L. N. F. CROZIER, 


Lt.-Col. Irving, Assistant Commissioner, V.W.M.P. 
Commissioner, N.W.M.P., Prince Albert. 
Forwarded, 
A. G. IRVINE, 
Commissioner. 


North-West Territories, 
To Wit: 


I, Harold D. Ross, of the town of Prince Albert, in the Saskatchewan district, in 
the North-West Territories of Canada, Deputy Sheriff, do solemly declare : 

1. I was a prisoner in the custody of Riel and the rebels on the twenty-sixth 
day of March last past, and personally visited the scene of the battle on Saturday, the 
twenty-eighth day of March past. The said Riel, the leader of the rebels, was then 
with me on said battlefield. 

2. I have examined the plan and perused the statement hereunto annexed, and 
marked ‘‘ A,’’ made by John Astley, who was a fellow prisoner with me on both the 
above mentioned dates, and I solemnly declare that the same are exact, and in strict 
accordance with what I saw and observed myself. 

3. And [ further declare that I counted the number of men going out to take 
part in the said battle, and that there were over three hundred half-breeds and 
Indians engaged in the said battle. 

And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to be 
true, and by virtue of an Act passed in the thirty-seventh year of Her Majesty’s 
reign, entitled: An Act for the suppression of Voluntary and Extrajudicial Oaths. 


HAROLD E, ROSS. 


CANADA. t 


West Territories of Canada, this twenty-eighth 


Declared before me at Prince Albert, in the North- 
day of May, A. D. 1885. 


STEPHEN Brewster, 
Notary Public. 


North-West Territories, 


CANADA. 
To Wit: 


I, John B, Lash, of the town of Prince Albert, in the district of Saskatchewan, 
in the North-West Territories of Canada, Indian Agent for the Carlton district, do 
solemnly declare: 

1. { was a prisoner in the hands of the rebels under Louis Riel, at Duck Lake 
on the twenty-sixth day of March last past. 

2. I have examined the sketch map or plan prepared by John W. Astley, refer- 
red to in his declaration of this date and made before Stephen Brewster, Notary 
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Public, and from my knowledge of the locality, both previously and from actual 
observation since, I declare that said plan accurately shows details of the locality. 

3. I saw the rebels going to and returning from the engagement at Duck Lake > 
on the twenty-sixth day of March last past, and I say that the number returning 
from the fight was between three and four hundred rebels—half-breeds and Indians. 

And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to be 
true, and by virtue of an Act passed in the thirty-seventh year of Her Majesty's 
reign, entitled : An Act for the suppression of Voluntary and Extrajudicial oaths. 


J. B. LASH. 


of Saskatchewan, this twenty-cigth day of 


Declared before me at Prince Albert, in the District 
May, A.D. 1885. 


STEPHEN BREwsTER, 
Notary Publie. 


North-West Territories, 
To Wit: 


CANADA, i 


I, John W. Astley, of the town of Prince Albert, in the district of Saskatchewan, 
in the North-West Territories of Canada, Civil Engincer, do solemnly declare: 

1, That I was a prisoner in the hands of the rebels under Louis Riel, at Duck 
Lake, on the twenty-sixth day March last past. 

2, That the sketch, map or plan hereto annexed and marked “ A” is accurately 
drawn from my own personal observation of the locality where the fight took place, 
and truly exhibits the features of the locality. 

3. Of my own knowledge I declare that there were between three and four 
hundred half-breeds and Indians engaged in the fight at Duck Lake, on the said 
twenty-sixth day of March last past. 

And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to be 
true, and by virtue of an Act passed in the thirty-seventh year of Her Majesty’s 
reign and entitled: An Act for the supression of Voluntary and Extrajudicial oaths. 


JNO. W. ASTLEY. 


in the District of Saskatchewan, this 
twenty-eighth day of May, A.D. 1885. 


STEPHEN BREewstTER, 
Notary Publie. 


Declared before me at Prince ot 
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PRINCE ALBEBT VOLUNTEER COMPANY 


Rurogn showing Men who were in the penta at Duck Lake, 26th March, 
1885. 
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No. 


SOIAAHS = 


Rank and Name. Remarks. 


ORS eS DS CRED 


(SS Gers GC SEES oe ED 


. Moore, H. a aig LOCCOHE RE COS SESSESHSS GEST OOOSS SHS TESESE GOOOOE Peeseeose Coeeeseee Wounded. 
Morton, John... clin deapsea teak cone’ edenceeed coseseess eporentes cueseos cool ekshL@Ga 


Sergt. Powers, TOMAS. scisittecesatetsciee! Mdccbslessesseceleceersccciacssevasclesscccese 


ie 


Campbell, Thos. Nelson. Mvedesisiceavicsaeceese cccecsuesessecnacscenecssnclseees 
Wilson, Justus... pancelsencesincsseciereass Piuinceenienceourestteceeciessesnesse 
McNab, Alex... 296008 “©0800008 oee00e 08 vooee 0008 COO FCOOOG COOPL OO OE COOROIOR® :. Wounded. 


° Ramsay, W. rile 0 OOOO OSe COOOSE SOO SHOPS SOSHEESS F90000 000 COBOIG COPSOHOOSOROG0F% C8000 


Dixon, W. © S0CCCOOCR OF 0000C0® 00808 80 0008 100500008 O08 FHOCSLOEE FH" 07 BOSD OO FOOee eocevee 


Napier, William seccoccssoosore coesseossweveess wanes eenccses csvecescoeas eccsccace [MALIOG. 


. Anderson, Joseph sheccecenrestssenosteres eelsseacecesieveesssectsesese | NGO 


Bakie, Jamesg....... Sestecscolececccaniesssatectcceeccccecss1 1a GO 
Brown, James. Rtccsceeress : 

Burns, Robert. ...00+ +0 

Byrne, Charles....... 

Drain, William. ...... ccs: 
Du ck, Geo eseeaee Coeee 0008 Ceeeereoe eee eoece coe ee 
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Fisher, Alexander...... Rocca certasces aernceveeeceressecsanseseeaeNersoucece [OO 
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McGinn, Richard.......eccoersssesscccee scccccces soee seocsee soseveees sesses seers 

McKenzie, Daniel...... Paster iscenseces escececsartececenceicssseescanccecse oe ssveseeee | Killed. 
McPhail, Damiel.......0.ccccccsssccesssses coe scores eee cce  corceoees oxenes soceees «| do 
Nelson, George. ...r.scseccrcee rerereees cosces coscosees eovsesees soceseres eveeeee re 

Nelson, Henry. .osee.coee *???*” sovccccee eveeee oa cecens secess sovecccce vecceees 


Newett, Obarles ...... -.csccce seccseree sveesce cere. sees seecsseee soseee soseee deeces ’: | Wounded. 
Sutherland, George. 00008 coeeeeee © O0OOOS O20008 COCCHOOOE COBTEE SCOCOCOOS GHOSE EOOS 
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McKay, Donald. oo soeees soceceees cocoeeee: 

Haslam, William... oer 
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List of Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of “ D” Division, North-West 


Mounted Police 


March, 1885. 
eee Eee 


Reg. No. 


Rank and Name. 


Sactetarenccersees UDU-POTOZION: uae Noth crecesect seeere peshwelivacevaadincsesescivedsalceehestes 


Bees sees resoe 


318 
773 
400 
701 
947 
264 
467 
521 


.. |Surgeon Miller, R....0....ccereeces Goscocboc ahenealetese\ivecesaicwansasivssacesa’ 


Inap lowe, duc tcc orientate mr ert kc ak 
Sergt.-Major Dano, F. Ge rpaeeiexssosseslecsreneseniecatecleeesesiiesees crececere 
Sergt. Brooks, W. i eee cone 
do Smart, W. C......... 
do Stewart, A ...... seccccsse 
do pele: J.C... 


MOMPOONING Wire, casscccescticsecesenccetretecomc oe enieiisc mrt 
dom Gilchrist, dice H.scccccelestosecsesccse strane Resvolesertiecerecseacestes 
Const. Carter, R...... sisabssatacssh aeorsclescncssconest Solscucebictesssactiasetc eee 
GOP WOCHPANG, d sencak saunas becisse opceau'dsetraceidacteabhdevanshindteshess Loe 
do Oraigie, J. C......... : 
do Cole, A ..... itelisceserieceseceen es F +6 
do Des Barres, H.......00.00 sentence sleosieccusiverreticnctse 
BOM O Ws Ley OR cassetoussvessieleeeenssveconianent seit ceesetasebavdvalaben’ 
do Edwards, J...... se seacesiscsalersnesncsassel iseusescoeenc(easseisaccenses 
do Fleming, J. O....... celivensoelusseccorsleneassssanscecsinerecsisececess cone 
COM MOntaI NG Ma vsresevscccnctsscacessetecescees corvcesceteseetettc at 
CO: WGATUOD SEW ces ei vcacorse de sockencasetncoceceee hecetn eee ne 
COMIG OrdonssS; Nacaicccacsesess cosececce cect scssseexcccusctsccss eeatevernen: 
OMEGTID ble; Pordiccsccsttscseceveccaresucientccssereclecescctenererertants 
do Halbhous, W.......... soleesausiesent siecetee essiccnssucocteclecaeecte tees 
dom Hammond Ge Bitecnctecccosccccsecctens es ctasoctitcacnecesoeteereece 
domsHoyland)s JcaH i csccctessssccsevehcccesshees Besenns 
do Hetherington, H. A..s.cccorseee 
do" Jackson, Wiss-cevssver ascee 
do Jamieson, R. Wesecerenseee salessodslescendlecciel-eseecionseccinecsanieteces 
MO MPLMNNIN SAW cc ccencsc cre scciavecscensanecan seecetnecSsoaecetecten ooecuitccs 
GOs Manners-SMith, WW; Avcccssococcscsssaess osestaeccsccecetsernens evs 
MOUEMIller sn ACseccssssescocccnsscsccoesssecescoceestsccscanbocsicorcteesecens 
GOP Mountain; CAG viccrcciccevccssctictcteecccseeccustencnetes eertberse. 
omeMontromery qAn I iGis.ssccoccerssccbesscaessoos utescecsetenseeieces 
COMEMOTLO WiraWiesestscsterscnsdecsetccicsse-s¢scessccsocssncencatesseccceiscs 
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, present at the Engagement at Duck Lake, on Thursday, 26th 


No. Remarks. 


Wounded. 
do 
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10 do 


49 do 


0 

51 |Wounded. Died 
March 27, 1885. 

a Kiiled. 


L, F. N. CROZIER, 
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Superintendent. 
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APPENDIX B. 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT HERCHMER, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED 
POLICKH. 


Caua@ary, 27th July, 1885. 


Lieut.-Col. A. G. InvVINE, 
Commissioner North-West Mounted Police. 


Sraz,—I have the honor to report that in obedience to an order contained in a 
telegram from the adjutant, dated 23rd March last, [ left Calgary for Regina on the 
24th with thirty non-commissioned officers and men, twenty-four horses and four 
waggons.: On my way down one sergeant and four constabies, with one horse 
from “ A” division, and two constables of “ D” division, joined my command. 

On my arrival at Regina I received a telegram, directing me to proceed with 
Superintendent Neale, seven men of “B” division and one 7-pr. gun, to Fort 
Qu’Appelle. I therefore proceeded to Qu’Appeile by rail, and on arrival at that place 
met His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, who requested me to return to Regina until 
Major-General Middleton reached Qu’Appelle. 

On the 27th March I returned to Qu’Appelle with Mr. Dewdney, and then met 
Major-General Middleton, who ordered me to join him with all available men and two 
7-pr. guns at Fort Qu’Appelle. 

On the 29th March I received a telegram from the General to at once proceed 
to Battleford vid Swift Current, and left by rail at 2:30 p.m. on the 30th, arriving at 
Swift Current at 10 p.m. I found that the river at Saskatchewan was impassable, the 
ice having given way on each side, leaving a ridge in the centre, over which it was 
parole to convey the horses or waggons. I at once communicated this fact to the 

eneral. 

While waiting instructions I ascertained that the steamer ‘ Northcote”? was 
being prepared at Medicine Hat to come down the river, for the purpose of convey- 
ing troops to the north, and that this vessel, together with three others, was in 
some danger from a large party of Crees, reported to be camped close to Medicine 
Hat. Lat once advised the Gelieral and suggested that I should take my command 
on at once to Medicine Hat and protect the steamer down the river. General 
Middleton wired me to do exactly as I proposed. 

Leaving Swift Current at 2 a.m.,on the 31st, I arrived at Medicine Hat at 9 a.m, 
and camped near the steamer, the Indians, who were on the north bank, hastily 
decamping as we unloaded. 

Captain Sheet, of the “ Northcote”, having requested assistance in getting the 
steamer into the water, I placed all my teams and thirty-five men at his disposal, 
from the Ist to the 3rd April. 

At 8 a.m. on the 4th I received a telegram from His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor that a lot of armed and mounted Indians had arrived at Swift Current, and 
suggesting that I move back at once; and receiving an order to that effect from the 
General, I returned to that place, leaving Medicine Hat by special train at 8:30 p.m., 
arriving at Swift Current at 5:40 a.m. on the 5th. 

On the morning of the 6th Constable Storer, accompanied by James Bird, a 
half-breed, arrived from Battleford with a letter from Inspector Morris, which L 
attach hereto (Enclosure No. 1), From Constable Storer I ascertained that although 
there were 500 persons within the barracks at Battleford they had provisions for 
three months, 
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In accordance with the General’s instructions, I was now patrolling between the 
railway station and the river, keeping a party at the river to protect the ferry. 

On the 12th instant Lieut.-Colonel Otter arrived, and I was informed that the © 
police were to join the column under his command, and that it was the General’s 
wish that he should consult with me on all points. Colonel Otter appointed me 
chief of his staff. I therefore handed over the command of the police to Superinten- 
dent Neale, who, at 1 p.m., moved out to the South Saskatchewan, with orders to 
camp there until the arrival of the troops, and patrol both sides of the river. 

I reached the river with the remainder of the column on the 14th. I erossed on 
the 16th, and started for Battleford at noon on the 18th. 

The police acted throughout the march to Battleford as an advanced guard for 
the column, and worked so admirably that they were universally praised by the 
officers of the brigade. f 

About 4 p.m, on the 22nd five civilian scouts, who had been ordered to feel the 
woods to our front, were fired on by a small party of Indians, who appeared to be 
making in the direction of Clark’s Crossing: Being re-inforced by two or three of 
the advance guard, a cart containing some worthless articles was captured, but the 
Indians succeeded in making their escape. 

On the 23rd we arrived at the Stony reserve, where Superintendent Neale endea- 
voured to find the body of Farm Instructor Payne, stated. to have been murdered, 
but without success. Superintendent Neale, however, found in the storehouse 101 
bags of flour and 600 pounds of bacon, which he brought away and handed over to 
the brigade quartermaster. We camped three miles south of Battleford at 5 p.m., 
and shortly afterwards a house, lately occupied by Mr. Rouleau, S.M., was found to 
be on fire, The civilian scouts were sent forward under Constable C. Ross, with 
orders to creep cautiously through the bush, and endeavor to acertain how many, if 
any, Indians were in the vicinity of the burning house; and shots being heard shortly 
aftewards, I obtained permission to go down with Superintendent Neale and thirty 
of the police, and scour the valley, Major Short, ‘‘B” Battery, R.C.A., and Dr. Leslie, 
of the Queen’s Own Rifles, volunteering to accompany us. Extending a party in 
skirmishing order, we moved right through the settlement on the south side of the 
river, and although every place was thoroughly searched, not an Indian could be 
seen, Constable Ross, in the meantime, had returned to camp, reporting that he had 
been fired on from the bush, in the rear of Mr. Scott’s house, and that he felt sure he 
had wounded an Indian, who was afterwards found buried on the reserve, having 
been shot through the body. 

Of the houses in the old settlement, Messrs. Mahaffy and Clinkskill’s, the Hudson 
Bay store and Mr. Rouleau’s house, were found to have been destroyed by fire, while 
every house had been raided and such articles as were not deemed valuable by the 
Indians wantonly destroyed, while to the west nearly every farm house had been 
burnt and the farm implements broken to pieces. 

On the 24th we camped in front of Old Government House remaining there 
until the 29th, the police and scouts attached thereto patrolling the country in 
every direction, and making several trips to the Stony reserve, escorting Farm 
Instructor Applegarth, who was endeavoring to reclaim as much Government 
property: as possible. 

On arrival at Battleford I found Inspector Morris still in command, although 
Inspector Dickens, who had recently arrived from Pitt, was the senior. I ordered 
Inspector Dickens to assume command. I presume both these officers have furnished 
you with a report, I having conveyed your telegraphic instructions to them. 

On the 27th I reinforced my command by thirty-one non-commissioned officers 
and men and twenty horses from “ D” division. This was done with a view of having 
a troop of fifty mounted men. It was also necessary to purchase in Battleford 
thirteen, horses, which has already been reported. The same day Sergeant Ward, who 
was in charge of police patrol, discovered the body of the late Farm Instructor Payne, 
and had it buried, 
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On the morning of the 30th a half-breed named Denison was brought into camp 
by Major Short, ‘“B” Battery R.C. A. Denison stated that he had that morning 
escaped from Poundmaker’s camp. He also stated that about twenty families of half- 
breeds had been captured by Poundmsker at the “ Bresaylor” settlement, and were 
held as prisoners. 

On Ist May Colonel Otter decided to proceed to Poundmaker’s reserve, and 
flying column consisting of— 

475 North-West Mounted Police...... ....- Superintendent Neale, 


80 “B” Battery, R.C.A......-sccsceeseys 
2 'T-pr. GUDB «ccccsaes ssseestersosaesesensen sp MLOjOr Short, « BY Battery, 


1 Gattling gun's. ...6.2..00 Sesesesiscesee 
45 “C” Company. I,S.C....... «see «Lieutenant Wadmore, 
20 Governor General's Foot Guards ..... Lieutenant Gray, 
50 Queen’s Own Rifles........ccecssseceeees Captain Brown, 


50 Battleford Rifles .........000+seeeeseeeee--Captain Nash, 


was organized, and left Battleford with forty-eight waggons at 4:30p.m. About 9 p.m.,. 
halted for supper; proceeded again about 11 p.m. The Mounted Police formed the 
advance guard, and were in this position when we reached Cut Knife Hill, about 
5 a.m. on the 2nd. Our stouts, on ascending the slope, signalled “ Knemy in sight,” 
and closed in. Fire was almost immediately opened on us, and a number of armed 
men were seen comir g over the hill and descending from the camp. Before return-. 
ing the fire our men were ordered to dismount and extend. Our dismounted party also 
came up.on the double and extended, driving the Indians over the hill. ‘Che guns, 
manned by “B” Battery, R.C.A., got into action about the same time. Owing toa 
bad creek at the foot of the hill, some little delay was caused before the whole 
column came up. Throughout the action, which lasted seven hours, our men behaved 
admirably. The sense of duty shown by them, in always keeping themselves so well 
to the front, and occupying the most forward positions, explains our loss. 

On our return to Battleford, where we arrived about 11 p.m., the police formed 
the advance and rear guards; 

As to the engagement at Cut Knife, I find it difficult to individualize our men, 
but I must specially mention, as deserving of recognition for their bravery and dash, 
Regimental No. 594, Sergeant-Major T. Wattam; 36, Sergeant J. H. Ward, who was 
wounded early in the engagement; 606, Sergeant G. Macleod; 900, Sergeant I. 
Richards ; 633, Corporal 8. M. Blake; 932, Constable W. H. Routledge; °62, Con- 
stable Taylor; 886, Constable T. McLeod, of ‘‘K” division; 921, Constable I. C. 
Harstone, of A” Division; 969, Constable H. Rally; and 931, Constable W. Gilpin, 
of “B” Division; 1,064, Constable C. Ross; 835, Constable W. C. Swinton; 776, 
Constable H. Storer; 762, Constable R. Rutledge; 748, Constable C. Phillips; 983, 
Constable W. I. Spencer, and Constable G. Harper, of “ D” Division. 

Of course, Superintendent Neale did his duty thoroughly and well, and handled 
his men as he should do. I am certain Colonel Otter’s report to General Middleton 
embraces this fact. 

Early in the engagement, and the first man to fall, Regimental No, 565, Corporal 
R. B. Sleigh, shot through the mouth; then shortly after Regimental No. 907, Cor- 
poral W. H. T. Lowry, mortally wounded; Regimental No, 36, Sergeant J. H. Ward, 
seriusly, and Regimental No. 402, Trumpeter P. Burke, mortally wounded. Every 
attention was shown them by Brigade Surgeon Strange, and the ambulance corps 
of the Queen’s Own Rifles being always ready and willing to assist. 

Sergeant Ward, Corporal Lowry and Trumpeter Burke were brought into 
Battleford and placed in hospital. Both Lowry and Burke died the next day; Ward 
has recovered, and is now convalescent in Winnipeg. Our dead were also brought in. 

Before going further, I must note the determined attitudes of Sleigh, Lowry 
SD ERLE: The poor fellows deserved a better fate, and are one and all a great loss to 
Vanada, 
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Trumpeter Burke has left a wife and large family, who were entirely dependent 
On his earnings. On the 4th our dead were buried with military honors, the services 
being performed by the ministers of their respective churches. 

Oa the 5th we moved across tu the north side of the Battle River, and camped 
near the barracks; and from time to time, until the arrival of General Middleton on 
the 24th, twenty to thirty of our men were constantly patrolling the country on 
each side of the river, 

On the 14thone of our usual patrols, in charge of Sergeant Gordon, was suddenly 
attacked by an armed party of half-breeds and Indians, when about seven miles from 
Battleford. The enemy, about thirty in number, firing into them at short range, 
eaused our horses to swerve around, when a large party of Indians were observed 
approaching over a hill on the right, apparently with the intention of surrounding 
our men, so it was impossible to make any stand. After retiring a short distance, 
Constable Spencer, W. I., reported himself wounded, bat stuck to his horse and rode 
on, and from a horse dashing by riderless it was discovered that Constable Elliott was 
missing. The party returned to Battleford and reported. The same day, and about the 
same time, anumber of teamsters and waggons belonging to the transport were 
captured close by. It has since transpired that Constable Elliott was merely thrown, 
got into the bush and lost his way, and when again discovered by the Indians fought 
to the last, and after exhausting bis ammunition was shot. From the wounds, he 
must have been killed outright, one being through the spine and one through the 
back of the head. He was temporarily buried on the ground where he fell, by a Roman 
Catholic priest, who was a prisoner with the Indians. The next day a party wont 
out under Sergeant-Major Wattam, and discovered the body, but from the nature of 
the wounds, and having no conveyance, it was impossible to bring it in. This was 
done the next day, and the day following he was buried with military honors. 

On the 20th a priest, accompanied by the captured teamsters, arrived with a 
letter from Poundmaker, asking for terms. Colonel Otter, however, refused to treat 
with him, and referred him to the General, Who was knowa to be on the way up. 

General Middleton arrived on the evening of the 24th. Poundmaker surrendered 
at noon the next day, handing over 215 stand of arms. 

On the 26th the Comptroller having requested that Superintendent Neale be 
returned to Regina as soon as possible, that officer left for Swift Current, carrying 
despatches from the General. 

Oa the 30th I was ordered to proceed to Fort Pitt, taking with me fifty mounted 
men. At the same time Boulton’s scouts and Denison’s [ntelligence corps received the 
rou.e. I was placed in command of this column. We left for Fort Pitt on the 31st 
with light Kits, expecting to return to Battleford in seven daysat the outside. From 
Fort Pitt we went on under General Middleton to Loon Lake. Between Pitt and Loon 
Lake we found Inspector Steele and his command, and at his request he was ordered 
to join our column, but was relieved on our again coming up with General Strange 
at the Beaver River. From Loon Lake we returned to Pitt, then to the Beaver River 
vid Frog Lake,and returned to Fort Pitt, on the 20th June, at which place we remained 
in camp till the 28th. This march was particularly trying to men and horses, as 
the men had no change of clothing, and for several days were without tents, and had 
only what provisions they could carry on their saddles, but I heard no complaints, 
the work being done cheerfully and well. 

On the 28th I was ordered to proceed to Battleford and to take with me the men, 
horses and 9-pr. gun of “C” division, with finstructions to take on from Battleford 
to Regina all prisoners at that place. On arrival at Battleford on Ist July I 
received instructions to proceed to Poundmaker’s and adjacent reserves to arrest cer- 
tain Indians pointed out by the [ndian agent. On the 2nd I proceeded to the reser- 
‘ves with forty police and one Gatling, in charge of Major Short, R.C.A., but could 
find no trace of the men wanted, so returned to Battleford the next day, sending men 
and horses of “ D” division into barracks, also all the horses purchased, with the 
exception of three. 
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When passing through the reserves we discovered a number of newly made 
graves and several tepees filled with the bodies of Indians recently dead,which would 
prove that they suffered much greater loss at Cut Knife than was admitted by them. 

On the 4th 1 started for Swift Current, and arrived at that place on the 9th. 
The next day I took the prisoners, with a sufficient escort, on to Regina, leaving the 
balance ot my men, those of “ QO” division and all the horses camped at Swift Current, 
from which place we returned here, leaving men of other divisions at their respective 
stations. 

I must draw attention to the carriages of the 7-pr. guns giving way at 
Cut Knife. New carriages must be furnished. 

My horses,without one exception, stood the work well, not being obliged to leave. 
a single one behind. They were nearly all young horsesI had purchased here last 
year, and fully carry out all my arguments in favor of western horses for our service. 

The behavior of all ranks was excellent. and every praise is due to them. 

Before leaving General Middleton’s Column at Fort Pitt, he, in a General Order, 
expressed his entire satisfaction with the conduct and soldier like bearing of my men. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. M. HERCHMER, 
Superintendent, Commanding Post. 


EnotosvureE No, 1. 


BATTLEFORD, Ist April, 1885. 
Supt. W. M. Hercumer, 


Sir,—I have the horor to inform you that the Indians, so far as I can learn, are 
concentrating on Poundmaker’s reserve, and that you have nothing to fear on the 
trail, without it is that you may fall in with stragglers. I would advise you, however, 
to be most cautions, as the Stoneys are up, and have joined Poundmaker. 

They killed two white men, Mr, Payne and Mr. Applegarth, on the reserve 
se kesl out ; aleo one Mr, Freemont, a rancher. I have made everything as secure as 
possible, 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. S. MORRIS, 


Every body is in barracks—200 men all told, and 300 women and children. 
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Eno.osure No. 2, 


List of Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Constables of the N.W.M. Police 
who took part in the engagement at Cut Knife Aill on 2nd May, 1888. 


ess... eee 


Regt. 


No. Name. Rank. Remarks. 
—_—SS ee ee Ee a Say SS | ES SAS (SE SEES 
srsses veces] W. M. Herchmer... ..-c000 Superintendent... 
cossseesreee |P. R. Neale.....oee ‘paceseee do eee 
594 |T. Wattman......... sssseees Sergt.-Major....... 
560 (R. Riddell... cesses | Vet. Staff Sergt... 
S61 SANS WGElOsceccctccsteocecs .. |Sergeant Neccenecdees Wounded, 
760 |J. O. Gordoninses. scores dO Birisscctce 
606 Fie Medaclewsiteneteces He sesnseeseers 
$00 ichards Roacvese Ol csesrvecsees 
907 |W. H. T. Lowry... beeen ‘wee, [Cor om saebueccebes Mortally wounded; died 3rd May, 1885. 
G33)1S Ma BlakOksczcscssieecoccecee Seetesicbese 
467 |T. Bond........ aisesscese eivcceses Conacies 
BIS |W. H. Forde..cccscescee cee do eal 
671 |B. S. Glasford.ssece seccccove do 
347 A a Jarvis ....ccee secctevese nye 
999 nol ht <0eee C008 Ord Ceoeccess (0) . 
355 |W. aad ak Serer lii do | + “EB” Division. 
713 |W. Lewis. . do 
706 |R. W. Licyd.. do 
886 |T. McLeod........ eased sseeue do eneeee 
BST 1A. MOOGY sisccecen secs scence] GO. ansisrececess 
554 |W. Morgan ......s00. seccvees, GOT rrcessterecss 
496 |S. conven Seoesaseslacevecets GOD) Aeiiecderts 
150365) GeRinchegcc.siccssevesscesss OO} aa fascias 
756 |W. Ritchie........ sisdesceasees OT eetcevcscscen 
SOO RI Rosatcscceucec tees conceeset do 6 : 
932 |W. H. Routledge... oa do : 
754 |A. H. Rumball.........ccecee do oe | 
964 | H. Spencer....... sessee sees CO) Fearcccscses 
836 |W. Sunderland .........0.0. dow Ween | 
QEAEAPRILAVION..ccssessuectsesartre: GO sevettecsesss 
BIDAT) Wright. ceca tenster ct HOG imate tees: J 
BGO Ww eereyccsesecoms reese seol| SCLOOAN Gssscscesees 
973 |F. O Elliot Lane re Conable sees Killed by Indians on 14th May, 1885. 
921 |J. C. Harstone.. dO sesseeseeeee| PSSA” Division.§ 
995 |J. Hallenbach......... POY WO Wievsecconece 
BGs JS SA ROVECS wisatecnce ciel LOOG neises bane 
E5102 EM Brooke's oscsseov castes ee | 
OSIS We Gilpinic:ccccouten meee: GOW Mesesceseees sn | 
958 | F. Goodwin.. qasiscees Oe ehesstenss ey 
OSS IEP Hylegtee cess Aone coe “B’’ Division 
OUT Lvalrauder).cccvestress ciessaes C1 Carne 
934 |F. Miller. seeonehoe 4 COP i eecsescteseae 
DOSE Me RACOVccsrscceoceriarccessers CLO celtrecessss J 
966 |G. Fraser....... Eater Vet. Acie ) 
566;) Bo. Bi Sleigh <i cics cesses Corporal........0..| | Killed. 
545 |W. P. McConnell........... do ae | 
GIOWNOT Allene cece ee do 
615 Le ae sereusses Gt aire 
58 BAYT Oriccenss fe ciisstesnets aotiscecestte 
Pre tan ee Pian bla ki tas Mortally wounded ; died 3rd May, 1886. 
813 |J. C. Degear........ peyaen Os va a serscene +‘ D” Division. 
CSTs On Ditresnesscecececsersen: F COD ccsterscenese 
DOTA SLOSMWAL CS cores -ccsedes ee aaerenee COM clers«sass 
GSS5\ J SDaweon...svsscereceders-e OODSta blo: merie sn: 
paresereacse Ut MELA DUT sesenuvecees: taxes COMMU tsessscres 
SOGV TSS Hy M6Gs:.csccsepvccees eens? COMMEn wares nceres 
partehorseca Eat AW KIB col teorenettn re? OER cccesteccts 
695. eg CO scree soviereebersresx: do 
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EnoutosurE No. 2—Concluded. 


List of Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Constables of the N.W.M. Police 
who took part in the engagement at Cut Knife Hill on 2nd May, 1885. 


N : Name. Rank. Remarks. 
0. 


350 |J. Kerr.....orees coecreree wovse| CONSTADIE.. sevoseeee} } 


992 |W. Perrin....... selseeiasceeee * CO Sieeccccscceses 
T48 |O. Phillips.....ccce. sevce coos Os evvvee eaiees 
TAT |W. B. Potter. scossvse .sssoee Ommmesectecees: 
863 |F. BE. Prior...... . MO) Wieccsccsceces 
751 J. BLY Cater cossusecs|| ME COMM lscaseicoares 
381 F. Roby .. eet o2ee0Os eeoee . do @0800 eoece: 
865 |B. H. Robertson. soceee cesses COMmmicccctessdtece 
762 |R. Rutledge...... so seaees OMe ecisectesses ‘‘D”’ Division. 
1,064 |O. Ross......s0. 
1,077 |W. Shaw....... ss 
769 JP. W. Simoiss..... 
776 |H. Storer........ T. F. Burnet, a sergeant in 35 Batt., lately 
835 |W. C. Swinton... discharged from N.W.M. Police, having volu- 
983 |W. J. Spencer... 


teered for service with the Police, was attached 
942 |F. F. Warren.. Ke do to my command, and remained with us until our 
doeee coeees |DOSEDH Alexander. «css: . .. (Interpreter... nocctand J) arrival at Swift Current, on 9th July. 


W. M. HERCHMER, 
Superintendent, Commanding. 
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APPENDIX C. 


Exrraot from Superintendent Cotton’s Annual Report, bearing on service of Folice in 
McLeod District during the Rebellion. 


*k * * * * 


The opening of the present year found my district in a very quiet and settled 
state, a strange preface to the period of rebellion and excitement which was promptly. 
to follow, and which came upon this southern portion of the Territories us a very 
unexpected sequel. During the winter months our time was taken up with ordinary 
magisterial and police work. The southern Indians appeared to be contentedl 
living upon their reserves, and it was not until the cold weather had subsided that 
the slightest feeling of uneasiness among Indians made itself manifest. I say this, 
because I am satisfied that attempts were made by rebel half-breeds and Indians in 
the north to induce the Blackfoot Nation to take up arms against the Government. 
Following the actual outbreak of the rebellion in the north came an exceedingly 
precarious condition of things in the southern district, and which, for a time, might at 
any moment have led to an Indian outbreak. Fortunately, no outbreak occurred, and 
such is indeed a matter of national congratulation. As I hastily review the chain of 
events which seemed so rapidly to transpire, I cannot but regard it as an undeniable 
fact that the influence of the police and Indian Departments among the southern 
Indians (to whom but a few years ago white men were unknowr) was a most power- 
ful one, as demonstrated by results of the most practical character. In saying this I 
trust there is no possibility of my being in any way misunderstood. I do not for a 
moment mean to imply that an Indian war can be carried on in any portion of the 
Territories without seriously unsettling a savage nation such as the Blackfeet. But 
as the question of unsettling these Indians deals more with the results arising from 
the effects of the recent rebellion, I shall deal with it hereafter by making such 
extracts, as may appear to me necessary, from an official report furnished you some 
little time ago. 

To return to the period when the actual outbreak took place in the north. The 
pr of the fight at Duck Lake naturally created here more or less uneasiness and 
alarm. 

It must be remembered at that time there was no telegraphic communication 
with this post, and but one weekly mail from Calgary. Finding that all sorts of 
exciting stories were constantly in circulation, 1 promptly established, under the 
approval of Major-General Strange, a line of couriers between this place and Calgary. 
Experience has shown that this step was a most judicious one, and that in a very 
great measure it aided to maintain quiet. There is no possible doubt but that 
without this line of couriers white people as well as Indians would have become 
greatly excited, as alarming and invariably unfavorable reports as regards move~ 
ments in the north would otherwise have been in constant circulation. 

In a report of this nature it would not be practicable for me to recapitulate at 
any length the various interviews I held with the Blood and Piegan Indians. I shall 
merely say that the favorable results arising therefrom speak for themselves in the 
strongest possible manner. 

Upon Major-General Strange being placed in command of the field force on 
active service in the Alberta district, I reported to that officer at Calgary, bringing 
to his notice the various matters of importance, such asI thought merited consi- 
deration in the interests of the McLeod district. The disposition I made of the 
force under my command General Strange considered satisfactory. Ona column 
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being ordered to proceed northward from Calgary I was instructed by General 
Strange to detail a party, consisting of one officer and twenty non-commissioners 
officers and men, with one ¥-pr. M. L. R. gun, for this northern service. This party, 
under command of Inspector Perry, left here on the 18th April. 

The strength of this post was subsequently increased by one company of militia 
(Winnipeg Light Infantry), This company remained in barracks here, performing 
garrison duty until the 7th May, upon which date they were relieved by two com- 
panies of the 9th (Quebec) Battalion. These two companies of the 9th Battalion 
served here until the regiment was recalled to the eastern Provinces in the month 
of June. The services rendered by the detachment under Inspector Perry’s 
command were of so creditable a nature that I here insert the names of the non- 
commissioned officers and men comprising it, viz:— 

Regimental No.  6.........s0ceccsece-eoveeee) Staff. Sergt. Horner 


do DOA covevereecapsccscvarcacseacses Sergt. W. H. Irwin. 
do ST lisicuucleewseectcnsesideerne'e oorpte © CONnOr. 

do DAO sCeee veceeresetssdeesvouetess Corp]. A. S. Harper. 
do 590. Sook slevecvss eves vue’ COrpl, Hi. Hodder. 

do GIS ise Welsdercstese h coeteeees Const. H. Alexander, 
do a ectanae ds tartee sees seu reeeeses do H. Moyers. 
do T80 .cscccese secccssevescosecsse GO HH, Taylor. 

do GOA od Dccddaocendeedicediedewst a0 MatWeb Lache: 

do G22 i. cdesteteess rete e .. do G.G. Blake. 
do 404...... RY RTT PEL do H. Brown. 

do SLOMSRGIis cosa dcevshes esse dO — Diamond; 
do DOL i. .csleduaede ee oe eu GON cae Green, 

do BOB Rises oc acee cet ee ates OU Ue Walshe 

do GS ao necules cere ee OF ie Dlake; 

do OBS See vice Sieaeescecde lO” ——= DOGS Worth, 
do OAT wetceecc sense .eiac es ee 000 tl MeCarthy. 
do TADS Meee ORs See eee do OC. Parker. 

do S70 fae Wek tere. Ne eee - do G, Ward. 


Some promotions have since taken place. 

The following is a copy of a General Order issued by Major-General Strange 
upon relinquishing command of this detachment :— 

The detachment of North-West Mounted Police under command of Major Perry 
with 9-pr. gun will join Colonel Herchmer’s force. to-morrow morning and 
proceed by route march to Battleford. Major General Strange in relinquishing the 
command of the detachment of “C” Division, under command of Major Perry, has to 
thank them for their valuable services and invariably excellent conduct. He has never 
commanded better soldiers, Their double duties as horse artillery and, when required, 
scout cavalry, have been performed to his entire satisfaction. 

In bringing a 9-pr. gun from Fort McLeod to Beaver River, through a 
most difficult country, including the passage of Red Deer, a march of some 800 
miles, accomplished with every horse and man in his place, reflects great 
credit, not only on Major Perry, but on every non-commissioner officer and man. 

That gun was mainly instrumental in demoralizing the band of “ Big Bear” on 
the 28th at Frenchman’s Butte. The opening of communication from Fort Pitt to 
Battleford by this small detachment entailed hardships cheerfully endured. 

Major General Strange specially recognizes the ably conducted march of the left 
wing 65th Regiment, under Major Perry’s command, which he has brought to the 
notice of the Comptroller of the Police, as also the names of Sergeant Major Irwin, 
Staff Sergeant Horner and Sergeant O’Connor. 

Major-General Strange wishes his thanks to be conveyed to Major Cotton, North 
West Mounted Police, for the selection he made of men, of whom he may feel pri ud. 

In parting with the detachment he wishes them success and happiness. 

By order. C. H. DALE, 
Major of Brigade. 
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I should previously have. mentioned that an auxiliary corps of militia was 
organized and equipped here by Major John Stewart, acting under authority received 
from the Militia Department. This corps, as well as the companies of militia 

reviously alluded to, were placed under my command by Major-Gencral Strange, 

ajor Stewart reported to me for duty, and the organization of his corps was com-. 
pleted in this post, where he and his men were for a time stationed. In accordance: 
with General Strange’s instructions I utilized Major Stewart’s command, acting in. 
consort with my own division, for special service along the frontier, extending from 
Fort McLeod to Medicine Hat. In addition to patrolling and outpost duty, special’ 
provision was made to furnish protection alike to working parties of telegraph and 
railway construction lines then in course of construction—the former from Dunmore 
to Fort McLeod, the railway line from Dunmore to Lethbridge. Major Stewart 
made Medicine Hat his head-quarters, his outposts extending westward along railway 
and telegraph lines and northward towards Red Deer River. My outposts (police). 
extended from this place eastward along railway and telegraph line, and in this way 
connecting with Major Stewart’s most westerly detachments, thus keeping up a 
complete chain of patrol and daily communication along the important frontier line 
extending from Fort McLeod to Medicine Hat. 

On the night of the 3lst May I received a telegram (the telegraph line had at. 
this time been completed) from Major Stewart, to the effect that one of his scouts 
had been fired on by Indians, which fire was promptly returned, at a point some 
thirty miles west. of Medicine Hat. My own scouts almost simultaneously reported 
preeence of Indians east of Lethbridge. Fearing an Indian raid upon railway work- 
ing parties, which could have led to no otber than most disastrous results, I decided 
to move with a mounted party along railway line east of Lethbrige. On the following 
morning | left th:s post, with every available non-commissioned officer and man of 
my division, all well mounted and thoroughly equipped. I reached Lethbridge the 
same night, after having experienced considerable difficulty in crossing the Old Man’s 
River at Kipp. Next morning I proceeded eastward along Medicine Hat trail, 
scouting the country towards the head of Chin Coulée. I saw no Indians, though 
some had been seen the previous day by the scouts I had ordered out from Lethbridge. 
{ then moved on towards Foley’s camp, and the railway working parties extended 
eastward and westward from that camp. I subsequently travelled still farther east- 
ward towards Rocky Lake, camping there while I established communication with. 
Major Stewart. This officer had, at the same time, moved the main portion of his 
command westward and southward from Medicine Hat, in so doing scouting a very 
extended portion of the country. I am of opinion that the Indians who exchanged 
shots with Stewart’s scouts were either Assiniboines or Gros Ventres from the United 
States. In returning, I passed by Woodpecker Island before reaching Lethbridge, 
at which last named place I camped for some time, scouting the country southward: 
along the old Benton trail. Although no Indians were seen, there is no doubt that 
the section of the country I am now alluding to contained several war parties on 
marauding expeditions. 

These war parties evidently cached themselves during the daytime. At night, 
signal fires, lighted for the purpose, were answered by Indians at long distances, 
Had it not been for the prompt movement made, a stampede of railway working 
parties would most certainly have taken place, and I have little doubt Indian raids 
would have been made on the large railway camps, cither of which would have resulted 
in most serious loss to the company carrying on railway construction in the 
Territories. 


The following is a copy of a letter I received from Mr. H, T. Galt, Manager of 
the North-West Coal and Navigation Company, bearing on the subject af the pro- 
tection I was enabled to furnish the company’s railway line, 
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‘Tar Nortru-West CoAL AND NAVIGATION CoMPANY. 
“ Letuprives£, N.W.T., 17th August, 1885, 


“6 Major Joun Corton, 
“ Commanding N.W.M.P., Fort MacLeod. 


‘My Dxar Sir,—As this company’s railway is now approaching completion, I 
‘wish to bear testimony to the assistance rendered by yourself and your command 
‘during its construction, The presence of your men among our workmen along the 
line during the late Rebellion inspired them with confidence without which it might 
have been a difficult matter to have kept them at their work. 

‘‘T have also to thank you for your prompt action in sending men when required 
to this neighborhood, their presence being a guarantee that good order will be 
preserved, and that horse stealing will not be tolerated. 


“Tam, my dear Sir, 
“ Yours faithfully, 
“HoT. GALT, 
“Manager.” 


In connection with the recent Rebellion, I cannot speak too highly of the cool 
‘and courageous deportment of the people residing in the McLeod district. More 
particularly is this so credibly apparent when one considers the enormous amount 
of capital invested in cattle which graze indiscriminately over the prairie. 

The South-Western Stock Association took occasion, during the very heat of the 
Rebellion, and when the force at this place was not a large one, to express the 
confidence they entertained in the North-West Mounted Police, 

The following letter was addressed to me by the secretary of that Association, 
together with a copy of a resolution passed at an annual meeting :— 


“ Fort McLxop, 7th May, 1885. 
“Major Corron, 
“ Commanding, Fort McLeod. 


“ Dear Sir,—In accordance with the instructions of the South-Western Stock 
Association, I have very great pleasure in forwarding herewith a copy of a 
resolution expressive of their appreciation of the efforts of yourself and your com- 
mand in the interests of stockmen, which was unanimously adopted at the annual 
general meeting held here on the 29th ultimo. 


“ Your very truly, 
“WILLIAM BLACK, 
“Secretary Treasury, South-Western Stock Association.” 


‘‘ At the annual general meeting of the South-western Stock Association of the 
North-West Territories held at Fort Macleud, 29th April, 1885. 

“Tt was moved by Mr. F.C. Inderwick, seconded by Mr. John Garnott, and 
carried unanimously— 

“That this Association desires to express their high appreciation of the efficient 
manner in which Major Cotton and his command have performed their duty. in 
helping the cattle ranches, and the prompt steps taken during the present troubles 
to keep the Indians quiet meet our fullest confidence, and approval, and that the 
secretary ke instructed to forward a copy of the same. 


“WM. BLACK, 
“Secretary South-Western Stock Association,” 
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In this report I have dealt generally, and bearing in mind its importance, I fear: 
somewhat hastily, with the work and duty my division was called upon to perform, 
owing to the disturbed state of the Territories, Without going into this subject at 
too great length, I could not have hoped to give a complete idea of the hard, incessant 
and, at times, arduous duties which came to us as our share of the service to be per- 
formed. ButI can at least bear testimony—and I do so with no small degree of 
pene te the intelligent, efficient and cheerful support I received from all ranks, In 

nspector Antrobus I have had a valuable and experienced assistant. He has proved 
himself a very capable and hard working officer, and I would respectfully bring his 
name to your favorable consideration. 

Assistant Surgeon Kennedy, in addition to his professional services, at all times 
most satisfactorily performed, has again and again volunteered for combatant duty, 
and invariably performed such duty with judgment and ability. I make no mention of 
Inspector Perry, who, until lately, was in this division, His services have been. 
borne testimony to by so high a professional authority as Major.General Strange, 
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APPENDIX D. 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT DEANE, 


Nortu:West Mountep Potics, 
HEApqQuaatTess, Reaina, 31st December, 1885. 


Lieut-Col. A. G. IRvine, 
Commissioner N.W.M.P., Regina. 


Si1r,—I have the honor to submit my report of events at headquarters during 
your absence in the north, and on duty, from the 18th March until the 17th July. 

Your departure for Prince Albert, on the 18th March last, with a detachment of 
every available man and horse, left this post denuded of all but a small staff of non- 
commissioned officers and a few necessarily employed and sick men. 

In consequence of the notification from the north that’ arms and ammunition 
were expected from the railway by the half-breeds, who intended to intercept and 
seize them, instructions were issued to all outposts in this district to seize any such 
articles that might be consigned to traders in the north, and to hold them, pending 
further orders. One thousand four hundred and thirty-five pounds in all were 
temporarily detained. 

Superintendent Neale returned on the 22nd March from Calgary with two 7-pr. 
guns, which he had been despatched to bring hither. 

On the 23rd March I transmitted toCalgary your telegraphic message ordering 
Superintendent Herchmer to leave Inspector Dowling and six men at Calgary, 
and to come to Regina with the remainder of his division, fully equipped, with- 
drawing, at the same time, five men from Maple Creek, and Sergeant Piercy from 
Medicine Hat, to increase Superintendent Herchmer’s command. 

On the 23rd a telegram was received by Mr. Forget, Clerk of the North-West 
Council, from two magistrates at Broadview, stating that that place was in imminent 
danger from the Indians ; and this was followed by a message from Corporal Macleod, 
at Fort Qu’Appelle, to the effect that the Indians there were getting uneasy, and that 
runners from the north had visited all the different reserves with presents, &. 

The Lieutenant-Governor being in Winnipeg, I telegraphed to him the alleged 
state of affairs at Broadview, and suggested that Superintendent Herchmer’s detach- 
ment, which was then en route, should go on to Broadview, and go through the 
Crooked Lakes reserve to Fort Qu’Appelle, where he could await General Middleton’s 
orders. His Honor replied, however, that he was leaving Winnipeg with 100 men, 
in consequence of my report. On his way westward he had an interview with the 
Indian chiefs and head men who had been summoned to meet him at Broadview 
station, when it appeared that there had been no sufficient grounds for the alarming 
reports which had been spread. 

The Indian agent at Touchwood telegraphed, on the 24th, for three men to pro- 
tect stores there, and these were sent from Fort Qu’Appelle same day, being replaced 
there from other sources. 

In compliance with a demand from Humboldt, I sent, on the 27th March, three 
constables from Touchwood, and replaced those by others from headquarters and 
Moose Jaw. 

At this time the demand for men from all sides was so great that I sought and 
obtained authority from Ottawa to engage special constables, with pay and rations, 
but with the prospect of freighting before them, men, asa rule, were unwilling to 
engage except upon untenable conditions. 
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On the 30th March Superintendent Herchmer and his detachment, with Super- 
intendent Neale, with one gun, from here, left for Swift Current en route to Battleford, . 
by order of General Middleton, to whom Superintendent Herchmer had reported 
himself at Qu’Appelle. 

I now opened negotiations with some Sioux who had been for some time encamped 
in the neighborhood of Moose Jaw, with a view to engaging them as scouts. I 
mil Nahe for this purpose, ex-policemen Le Quesne, who is a Sioux interpreter, and 
had engaged for temporary service as a special constable. These Sioux were adapted 
for the work, in that they were not in sympathy with the rebels, were very anxious 
to remain on this side of the line, and were in hopes of inducing the Canadian 
Government to grant them a reserve. One of the conditions I imposed was, that 
each scout should mount himself, and herein Jay the difficulty, It appeared that 
their ponies had been acquired by the work of the women, whose property they con- 
‘sequently were, and the women objected to the men embarking in any undertaking 
Pan might expose them and their families to the vengeance of the other Indian 
tribes. 

Ultimately, I obtaimed five Sioux Scouts who kept me informed of what was 
passing in all the Indian camps in this district, and I was more than satisfied with 
the work thev did, and with the veracity of their reports, confirmation of some of 
which I afterwards obtained. 

Runners were constantly on the move between the different camps, inciting 
their occupants to join the rebels, but it was not possible to arrest thom, for want of 
timely information, the difficulty being greater because I could not run the risk of 
exposing my scouts to suspicion. 

A half-breed runner tried to persuade the Sioux to rise, with a promise that they 
should have a share of the country when the Indians should have regained their own, 
and bribed them to give them information as to police movements, &., on his 
return from the south, but he failed to keep his appointment. 

At the beginning of April, in consequence of the dearth of police along the line 
of railway,the Lioutenant-Governor approved of half (fourteen) of the police employed 
in the mountains being withdrawn therefrom, and held at Calgary for service wherever 
they might be required ; but Superintendent Steele reported that he apprehended a 
strike of railway employees on the 10th of the month, and could not obtain reliable 
special constables, His Honor therefore rescinded the order. 

About this time information was received which showed the necessity of watch- 
ing the southern frontier, and Mr. Legaré, of Wood Mountain, arrived here to repre- 
sent to the Lieutenant-Gevernor that a large number of half-breeds at Wood Moun- 
tain and Willow Bunch were ina starving condition that they wished to remain 
there, so as not to be implicated in any way with the rebellion, and that they would 
be glad of any employment, Mr. Legaré,thaving great influence with these half. 
breedg, and scouts being urgently required, it was proposed that a given number of 
them should accept service as scouts under Mr, Legaré’s direction. The latter under- 
took to see that the work was properly done, and to vouch for the good faith of the 
men whom he would employ—the selection, of course, was left to him—this arrange- 
ment having been sanctioned in Ottawa. 

Inspector Macdonell was ordered from Medicine Hat to Wood Mountain to take 
command, and thither he proceeded with four men and ten horses on the 15th April. 
Thirty half-breed scouts were at first employed (this number afterwards increased to 
forty), and covered a long stretch of country, from Moose Mountain to the south- 
west of Old Wives, Lake. Others of the community were employed in freighting 
provisions, &c., between the different outposts between Wood Mountain and Moose 
Jaw, &., &., and thus was fulfilled the double purpose of finding work for “ idle 
hands to do,” and having the country thoroughly watched. : 

The police are indebted to Father St. Germain for his good offices in connection 
herewith 

On the 21st April nineteen recruits and eighty-two horses arrived from the east, 
and a few days later fourteen horses were received from Fort McLeod. 


64 
eo SS 0S 0S“—<«<“woaowom=—'” 


It was reported to me at the end of the month that a party of half-breeds, well 
armed, coming from the north, were making for the south, and would probably cross 
the railway somewhere between Pense and Pasqua. I sent out a party to intercept 
them, but Sergeant Baker, on his return, after some days absence, reported that he 
had ranged the country between those stations for some miles north and south of 
the railway and found no trace, and could gather no information of the party 
sought for. From Pasqua he went on to Moose Jaw, and thence to the south end of the 
Buffalo Lake, returning vid the Qu’Appelle valley to Longg}ake, calling at every 
house within reasonable distance of the line of travel, seeking for information of any 
parties of Indians or half-breeds that might have been seen in their neighborhood. 
‘At Riddell’s ranche he learned that the said party had not crossed the Qu’Appelle, 
but had followed the north bank of the river, going eastward, and that the party in 
question was probably one which had passed Craven on the 28th April, consisting 
chiefly of squaws and children, heading for Fort Qu’Appelle. On the authority of a 
boy who was said to have seen an Indian camp in the neighborhood of Craven, the 
country there was searched within a radius of ten miles, but no trace of any such 
camp could be found. 

About midnight on the 3rd May 130 recruits arrived from the east, and were 
principally housed in large tents. It may be supposed that the energies of the small 
staff of non-commissioned officers at my disposal were taxed to the utmost, but they 
were equal to the occasion, and to the credit of the recruits be it said they shook 
down into their places in a very short time. Where all did so well, it would, perhaps, 
be invidious to mention other names, but it is my duty to bring to your notice the 
invaluable services of Sergeant-Major Belcher and Quartermaster-Sergeant Simpson. 

The recruits themselves subsequently furnished valuable non-commissioned 
officers ; and of the recruits, as a body, which have joined the force this summer, it 
is only fair to say that they would be an acquisition to any force. Thoir ready sub- 
mission to discipline and the cheerful manner in which they put their shoulders to 
the wheel augur well for their future conduct. 

On the 7th of May I received a message from Pie-a-pot, to the effect that he 
would like to see me, and hear a correct version of the news of the day. He said so 
many lies were in circulation that he and his young men did pot know what to 
believe. Two days later I paid him a visit, and assured him of the safety of himself 
and his band, provided they remained on their reserve. I pointed out to him that 
the soldiers who were in the country were strangers, who would not know good 
Indians from bad Indians, and if they found Indians running about the country 
contrary to the orders of the Government, they would probably treat them as ae 
Indians, and the Indians would have themselves to blame for any trouble they might 

et into. 
; On their reserves they would be free from molestation. As a fact; with a few 
exceptions, the Indians composing Pie-a-pot’s and the neighboring bands remained 
on their reserves throughout the troubles. 

On the 13th May I was enabled to detach fifteen constables to Maple Creek, “ A” 
division being very much pressed for men, and on the 16th to send twenty mounted 
men to strengthen Inspector Macdonell’s hands at Wood Mountain, the idea being 
that wo should form an inner line of outposts to act on any information that might 
be received from the line of half-breed scouts. 

On the lcth May thirty-one recruits arrived from Ottawa. 

On the 23rd May Louis Riel arrived here by special train, in charge of Captain 
Young, of the Winnipeg Field Battery, and was taken into custody by the police. 
He was, from the first, strictly guarded and secluded, although allowed as much 
latitude as possible, in the way of exercise and other indulgences, which were not 
incompatible with the object in view. During the time I was in command no person 
was permitted to hold any communication with him, unless furnished with proper 
authority. 

In uke of the expected advent ofa number of rebel prisoners from Prince 
Albert, I received instructions to enlarge the prison accommodation, and thus added 
to the then guard room a building containing twenty-four cells, following the specifi- 
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cation of the old building as to construction, and superadding a wash-house and 
latrine in the prison yard. 

The notice received was too short to admit of my advertising for tendersin the — 
usual manner, and I therefore entrusted the building toa Mr. John Ross, who had 
been employed by the sureties to complete sundry buildings in the barracks, in the 
autumn of 1883, in fulfilment of the contract of an absconded contractor. The man- 
ner in which he carried out the work then was a guarantee of his ability, and the 
buildings which he has erected here this year are evidence that the interests of the 
Government have not suffered at his hands, 

On the 27th the Montreal Garrison Artillery arrived at Regina, and camped on 
the south side of the railway, to the west of the creek. 

On the 18th June forty rebel prisoners from Prince Albert were brought in 
under 4 strong escort, by Inspectors White-Fraser and Sanders. 

After a thorough cleansing of their persons and clothing, under medical super- 
vision, the prisoners were all lodged in the new extension to the guard room. 

On the 8th July I detached a non-comissioned officer and fifteen additional men 
with sixteen horses, to Wood Mountain, for duty with Inspector Macdonell. 

On Friday, 10th July, Superintendent Herchmer arrived from Battleford with 
twenty-two prisoners, eight of whom were under sentence and en route to the 
penitentiary, whither they proceeded on the 12th idem. 

A day or two previously I had been warned to prepare for about fifty additional 
prisoners, and received authority from the Comptroller to erect more prison: 
accomodation, our present guard room, as enlarged, being overcrowded. 

I therefore called upon Mr. Ross to erect at once aroom 108 feet by 24 feet, 
with 14 feet ceiling, which would be useful afterwards as a barrack room. In order 
to avoid expense, as much as possible, I set up temporary partitions to furnish 
eighteen cells, each measuring 6 feet, by 8 feet and capable of holdiog three pri- 
soners. The cells were placed back to back down the centre of the building, with a. 
passage on each side, closed at each end by barred doors. The cell compartments 
were 8 feet 6 inches high, and a raised platform at the north end enabled the 
sentry to overlook them all, A division at the south end, 12 feet by 24 feet, 
provided a room for the men of the guard. 

The whole of the interior fittings were designed so as to be easily removed: 
without defacing or injuring the building itself. 

The building was rapidly and well built, and is now, as a barrack room, capable- 
of containing forty-five men. The specifications of the building are as follows :— 

The studding throughout is of 2 inches by 6 inches lumber, the corner posts and 
frames of all windows and doors being 4 inches by 6 inches, The ground joists are: 
2 inches by 10 inches, ceiling joists 2 incher by 8 inches, rafters 2 inches by 6 inches, 
with collar ties, The walls are composed of inch lumber, with felting and tar paper,. 
clapboarded on the outside and ceiled within. The floor is double, with tar paper: 
between the boards, as is the ceiling. The shingles are laid 44 inches to the weather. 

While on this subject, I would beg to bring to your notice the services rendered 
by Sergeant Pigott as provost non-commissioned officer. Since the 18th June last 
as many as eighty-one prisoners, including lunatics (one of whom was a female). 
have been confined here at one time. 

The daily average number from June to September, inclusive, is as follows :— 


DMB ey rate Set sctcecsek sseyeesersecssereeas ncnelGlececsceantaeresssies eoavsats 20 
DDG rateteesastoesacsnicu cc snctanescevsepoheetensen pieaapeesine rsicavvessecs - 63 
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The responsibility thus devolving upon Sergeant Pigott was very great, and I 
cannot speak too highly of the manner in which he performed his harassing duties. 
On the 17th July “ Big Bear” and fourteen other prisoners arrived from Prince. 
Albert, under Inspector Drayner, shortly atter your own return. 
I have the honor to be Sir, Your obedient servant, 
kK, BURTON DEANE, 


Superintendent and Adjutant. 
8a—5 
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REPORT OF INSPECTOR STEELE, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
Cataary, 14th August, 1&85. 


Srz,—In accordance with your order to report upon my services with the militia 
during the recent troubles, I have the honor to submit the following: 

I left the Rocky Mountains on the 10th of April, by order of His Honor Lieute- 
nant Governor Dewdney, and came here to await his further instructions. On the 
13th Major-General Strange, who had his headquarters in the police barracks here, 
obtained permission to take me north with the Alberta field force. I raised one 
troop of scouts and, in addition, had under my command the twenty-five men of the 
force who had been stationed in the mountains during the whole of the previous 
year, and sixty of the Alberta mounted rifles. I took part in all the operations of 
the column, and when it was broken up marched back to Calgary to disband the 
scouts, 

General Middleton gave orders that the police were to be left at Fort Pitt in 
pueree of Sergeant McDonnell. 

arrived here on the 18th of July, paid off the scouts, and paid for all their 
horses and equipment. I am at present waiting for replies to correspondence with 
the Militia Department in reference to some claims which the teamsters and scouts 
have against the Government. 

During the whole of the operations of the Alberta field force the Mounted 
Police with it behaved in the most exemplary manner, and elicited the admiration 
of General Strange and all the militia officers. 

I bog most respectfully to recommend to your favorable notice Regimental No. 
333, Sergeant Fury ; 543, Constable McDonnell ; 716, Constable McRae; 523, 
‘Constable Davidson, A. L.; 590, Constable Bell, R. G.; 549, Constable McMinn, 
W.R.; snd 704, Constable Kerr, P. All but the last of the constables above- 
mentioned performed the duties of non-commissioned officers to the scouts 
satisfactorily, and are able to do the work of either corporal or sergeant. 
They have, owing to their experience on the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
become thoroughly acquainted with the proper way of doing their duty as constables. 
I have no hesitation in saying they are collectively the best body of men I have ever 
had anything to do with. 

Sergeant Fury and Constable McRae were wounded, the former at Loon Lake 
and the other at Frenchman’s Butte. They are unable to do duty. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
S. B. STEELE, 
Superintendent, 
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APPENDIX Ff. 


REPORT OF INSPECTOR PERRY, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


19th August, 1885. 
Lieut.-Colonel A. G, Irving, 
Commissioner North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina, 


Si1r,—l havo the honor to submit to you the following report, on the work per: 
formed during the recent troubles in the North-West by the detachment of “CO” 
division, North-West Mounted Police, under my command. 

On the morning of the 17th of April I was ordered by Superintendent Cotton 
to proceed with a detachment of “C” division and a 9-pr. M. L. R. gun to Calgary, 
and report, for duty, to Major General Strange, commanding Alberta field force, 

The “ marching out” was as follows:— 


Horses. 
Officers........ sevcslegveesuvays 1 Officers’ chargers............ 2 
Non-com. officers and con- ALLOODicnse crates es beet ssteees 17 
Stab SE ar dnc ceareneretccees 20 Artillery: Vasc oe eescceensem La 
Teamsters (civil)......... 3 Dransportst.cetcnes mine eee 
otal em vcests 24 Otel re. eves 43 


The following quantities of ammunition were taken :— 
150 rounds gun ammunition. 
5,000 do Winchester ammunition. 
1,000 do revolver do 

Baggage and camp equipment were limited to 75 lbs. per man, 

The detachment marched on the 18th April, and arrived at Calgary on the 21st, 
a distance of 105 miles in three and a-half days. 

I found, on my arrival, that General Strange had marched on Edmonton. Writ- 
ten orders were left, directing me to join the second column, which was ordered to 
leave in a few days. By General Orders I was created a major in the Canadian 
militia, and placed in command of this column. 

Is was composed as follows :— 

Men. Horses. 


North-West Mounted Police and one 9-pr.........006 24 49 
65th Battalion, Canadian militia....... Se sesecsareese coe. 150 1 
ELPATISPOLUscarecdsenes sevcencsesstees inves cere tecuecresay neneee 68 175 


POUR Seer cdios vas cceeccetiskra cee Ccisceecnceste 242 225 


The column marched from Calgary on 23rd April en route for Edmonton. Red 
Deer River, 103 miles from Calgary, was reached on 28th April. The march had 
been delayed by severe storms of rain and snow. The trail, heavy at all times, and 
cut up by the transport which preceded us, was most difficult, 

i found the Red Deer River impassable. The colamn under General Strange 
had forded it twenty-four hours before with case. Owing to the very heavy rains 
it had risen rapidly, and was now at high water. 

8a—54 
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It was fully 250 yards wide, with a current of five and a-half miles per hour. 

The only means of crossing was a small skiff carrying about six persons. A ferry 
boat, which was in use the previous year, had been carried away and broken up by 
the ice during the spring freshets. 

I determined to effect the crossing by a swinging raft. 

By means of the small skiff I threw over a strong advance guard, also a work- 
ing party. Knowing the uncertainty of successfully crossing with a raft in the very 
swift current, I arranged to build anew ferry. The owner represented that he had 
all the necessary material. Teams were despatched down the river to recover any 
portions of the old boat which could be found; also, to haul up the new material 
required. This lumber was at a saw mill owned by a half-breed, and was some eight 
miles below the ford. Fatigue parties were employed to build the raft. 

Heavy square timbers were lying close athand. These were utilized, andin two 
hours a very strong raft, capable of carrying six tons, was constructed. On this, 
gun, gun-carriage, ammunition and harness were placed. In the meantime, a rope, 
some 1,200 feet long, was carried across. This rope was made by tying the picket- 
ing ropes for the horses, no others being obtainable. 

The raft, with myself, Lieutenant Normandeau, 65th Regiment, and the gun 
detachment on board, was swung into the stream. It crossed over rapidly towards 
the north bank, but when nearing it the rope was broken by binding round the tree 
from which it was being paid off. We rapidly drifted down the steam, running away 
from the shore to the south bank. Aided by Constable Diamond, N.W.M.P., I suc- 
ceeded in landing a rope and attaching it to a treo, But the raft was going too 
quickly to be checked, and the rope broke. About three miles down it was driven 
into the bank by the current, and striking an eddy, opportunity was afforded for 
landing @ strong 2-inch rope, which firmly secured it. The landing was under a 
“cut bank” 30 feet high. Up this, gun, carriage and ammunition were hauled, with 
great labor, by the men of the detachment on board. 

To bring them back to the “crossing,” a detour of about six miles had to be 
made, sround a large swamp, and a new road over a mile in length was cut through 
a heavy wood. 

Waggons and earts were taken to pieces and ferried over in part to carry ammu- 
nition back. The horses were.crossed by swimming. 

In consequence of a communication from General Strange, received that evening, 
in which I was warned of war parties lurking about watching our movements, I 
determined to cross over the 65th Regiment to furnish a strong covering party. With 
the small skiff alone the regiment, together with its baggage, camp equipment and 
supplies, was crossed over during the night. This, owing to the darkness, was very 
dangerous, but was accomplished withcut a single accident. 

Late in the evening the teams which had been despatched for lumber returned 
empty. The teamsters informed me that the owner refused to let his lumber be 
taken. I despatched Corporal Harper with an escort of North-West Mounted Police 
to inform this man that I would be compelled to take his lumber by force. Corporal 
Harper returned towards daylight with a message that the lumber could be obtained. 
It had been refused, owing to a dispute between the ferryman and the owner of the 
lumber. Teams were again sent without delay. They returned late in the afternoon 
on Wednesday the same day. The construction of the ferry boat was at once under- 
taken, 

Soldiers and teamsters worked willingly. Construction went on all night, and 
the boat was ready to launch the next afternoon. In the meantime, the cable which 
was lying along the north bank was crossed over, anchored and stretched. A trial 
trip was made twenty-four hours after commencement of the boat. 

The construetion of this ferry-boat was one of the utmost importance. It com- 
pleted the line of commuuication between Calgary and Edmonton, and obviated any 
delay to the column following. 

A rapid march was made on to Edmonton, which was reached in three and 
a-half days, a distance of 105 miles from the Red Deor River, 
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Thirteen days were occupied in marching from Calgary to Edmonton, four and 
‘a-half days were lost in crossing the Red Deer River, so that the marching days were 
eight snd a-half, an average of twenty-four miles per day. 

The greater part of the distance was done by the 65th Regiment on foot. Roads 
were difficult in the extreme, and weather very wet and cold. Consideriug the state 
of the roads, the bad weather, and the difficulty in crossing the Red Deer River, the 
time made was very good. 

The duties performed by the North-West Mounted Police were very onerous. 
Being the only mounted men, on them fell the scouting and courier work, also night > 
guards to the herd of transport horses. From the Red Deer to Edmonton an attempt 
to cut off the column was expected by General Strange, so that the scouting and 
advance duties became dangerous. Their experience in the country enabled them te 
perform their duties most satisfactorily, as the success of the march amply proves. 

On arrival at Edmonton I handed over the column to. General Strange, who 
was good enough to compliment me on the march made, 

My detachment of North-West Mounted Police was posted in order to take up 
the duties of horse artillery, the mounted men to form the cavalry escort. Six men 
from the Winnipeg Light Infantry Battalion wero attached as part of the gun detach- 
ment. ‘These men were untrained, During the delay which occurred at Edmonton 
their training was gone on with. 

The opportunity was also taken of testing the gun ammunition which had been 
brought up with the first North-West Mounted Police expedition in 1874. It was 
found to be in excellent condition. 

The advance on Fort Pitt was commenced on 14th May. Part of the force pro- 
ceeding by trail and the remainder by barge down the North Saskatchewan River. 

The detachment under. my command was divided up. Sergeant Irwin, with 
eleven men, was sent in charge of the troop and headquarter staff horses as far as 
Victoria, The remainder, with the gun, was placed on board a scow. 

At Fort Saskatchewan an old ferry scow was obtained, on which six gun horses, 
which had been taken down by land, were placed. 

When twenty miles from Victoria this scow sank, owing to the leaks and 
ineffective pump. Without assistance, my men succeeded in rescuing the horses and 
floating the scow. 

It was not considered safe to again place the horses on board, so they were ridden 
in to Victoria. 

At Victoria the whole detachment joined. Some three days delay occurred here. 

From here on tv Fort Pitt the advance was made by land, part of the infantry, 
only, going by barge down the river. 

As far as Saddle Lake, thirty-five miles, my detachment, being the onl y mounted 
men, formed the advance guard. From this point on to Frog Lake and Fort Pitt 
the advance was made by forced marches, as information of the -enemy had been 
brought. From Frog Lake in to Fort Pitt, thirty-five miles, was made in one day. 

Shortly after our arrival the body of Constable Cowan, N. W. M. P. who 
had been killed during the seige of Fort Pitt by Big Bear’s band, was discovered. 
It was lying in the open prairie, on the rising ground to the north west of the 
fort. The body of his horse was close at hand. 

Constable Cowan’s body had suffered several indgnities. It was taken charge 
of and buried the following day with military honors. The Mounted Police and 


— Cavalry attended, under command of Superintendent Steele. Service was read by 


the Rev. Canon McKay. 

A peat willow fence was erected around the poor fellow’s grave by his comrades. 

On Tuesday evening, 26th May, General'Strange determined to discover the 
whereabouts of Big Bear by reconnaissances in force, 

Superintendant Steele, with the force under his command, was despatched to 
search the country on the north side of the river, and I was ordered to proceed on 
the south side. ,My instructions were to travel directly south as far as Battle River, 
then to circle around to the east and return to Fort Pitt. I was also to establish 
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communication with Battleford, if I found it possible. This was considered doubtful, 
as no information relative to the position of Poundmaker and his Indians had been 
received, and it was supposed he and Big Bear would attempt, if they had not already 
done so, to form a junction. 

My force consisted of seventeen from my detachment and five scouts, two of 
whom were volunteers, the Rev. John MacDougall and Canon McKay. The Rev. W. 
P. McKenzie acting chaplain, also accompanied me as a volunteer. 

The river, which is 400 yards wide, and very rapid, was crossed av dark. 

Horses were loaded on barges and rowed across. 

The south bank was reached without mishap. 

Nothing was carried on the horses, except four days’ light rations and 100 rounds 
Winchester ammunition and great coats. A heavy rain fell the whole night. No 
halt was made till near daylight. Battle River was reached about noon,without any 
trace of the enemy being seen. 

Following the general direction of that river, I proceeded eastwards, The scouts 
heing thrown out covered a wide extent of country. Only short halts were made 
that day and following night. I travelled with extreme caution as I was a long dis- 
tance from Pitt, uncertain as to communication with Battleford, and expecting any 
moment to fallin with the enemy. After avery trying and severe night’s ride a 
aa twenty miles from Battleford was reached on Thursday at daybreak. I here 

alted to rest my horses, having determined to communicate with Battleford. 

Shortly afterwards an Indian appeared, whom we found to be the bearer of a. 
message from General Middleton to Ble Bear, informing him that Poundmaker and 
Riel had surrendered. I immediately proceeded to Battleford and reported my 
arrival to General Middleton, I informed him of my reconnaissance, which showed 
that Big Bear was on the north side of the Saskatchewan. 

The ride from Port Pitt to Battleford, distant 130 miles (the way travelled), was 
accomplished in thirty-six hours, and without a single horse giving out, 

On my representations, supplies for General Strange’s column were sent up by 
steamer “ North-West,” and I returned with my force on this steamer, whero, within 
fifty miles of Fort Pitt, a messenger was metin a small boat,who informed me of the 
engagement with Big Bear on 28th May. I at once landed my force on south bank 
and proceeded to Fort Pitt by land. The steamer ‘‘ North-West ” revurned to Battlo- 
ford for reinforcements. 

The start was made at 4330 p.m. Saturday, and Fort Pitt reached next morning 
at 5. This ride was a trying one ; men and horses were fatigued with the heavy ride 
they had already undergone, the movements of the Indians were uncertain and with 
the small force I had no attack in force could be withstood, nor retreat made, as 
horses were too tired. Add to this the heavy, cold rain which fell all night, and the 
passage of a swampy lake, over 200 yards wide, through which the.men had to 
wade waist deep, leading their horses, and it will be seen that the ride was a very 
harassing one, A halt was made at Fort Pitt for several hours, and I then marched 
on and joined General Strange, who was encamped six miles down the river. He 
expressed himself as well satisfied with the reconnaissance, and fully appreciated the 
hardsbips the men had endured. He informed me that in his engagement of the 28th 
May, at Frenchman’s butte, the gun had been of the greatest service. He praised in 
the highest terms the manner in which the gun was served by Sergeant O’Connor, 
N.W M. P. and the detachment, and admired their coolness and steadiness under 
fire. Excellent practice was made. This was most gratifying, as part of the gun 
detachment had been but a short time under training. 

Twenty-two rounds of common and shrapnel shell were fired in that engagement, 
and in the skirmish of the previous day. 

On Monday, 3rd June, the whole force moved forward, and occupied tho position 
which had been defended by Big Bear, who was now in full retreat, 

From this Point the force moved to Beaver River, eighty miles distant, in three 
and a-half days. The trail was most difficult, the gun sinking frequently to the 
axles, and was only extricated by exhausting efforts on part of horses and men, The 


71 


last twelve miles into the Hudson Bay post, at Beaver River, was covered at night. 
The trail led over an almost continuous muskeg, and gave scope for the splendid. 
driving of the artillery drivers, and the magnificent strength of the gun horses, In 
one place the trail passed over the end of a marshy lake, about quarter of a mile 
wide. The gun was dismounted and it and the ammunition hauled over in turn in 
waggons,by our men and the whole of the 65th Battalion, the officers and men of’ 
which were always ready to assist “©” troop. 

The force encamped at Beaver River till 25th June, when the return march was 
commenced. Fort Pitt was reached in three days—distance, ninety-two miles, vid 
Saskatchewan Landing. 

On 29th June the detachment was ordered to return to Fort McLeod, and was 
struck off the strength of the Alberta field force, which was about to be disbanded. 

The following order was published :— 


Divisional Orders by Major-General Strange, Commanding Alberta Field Force. 
Fort Pir, 28th June, 1885. 


The detachment of North-West Mounted Police unijer the command of Major 
Perry, with the 9-pr. gun, will join Colonel Herchmer’s torce to-morrow morning, 
and proceed by route march to Kattleford. 

Major-General Strange, in relinquishing the command of the detachmont of “©” 
division, North-West Mounted Police, under command of Major Perry, has to thank 
them for their valuable services and invariably excellent conduct. He has never com- 
manded better soldiers, Their double duties as horse artillery and,when required, scout 
cavalry, have been performed to his entire satisfaction, In bringing a9 pr. gun 
from Fort McLeod to Beaver River, through most difficult country, including the 
passage of the Red Deer River, the march of some 800 miles, with every horse and 
man in his place, reflects great credit, not only on Major Perry, but on every non- 
commissioned officer and man, That gun was mainly instrumental in demoralizing 
the band of Big Bear on 28th May, at Frenchman’s Butte. The opening of 
communication from Fort Pitt to Battleford by this small detachment entailed hard- 
ships cheerfully endured. 

Major-General Strange especially recognized the ably conducted march of the 
left wing of the 65th Regiment, under Major Perry’s command, which he has brought 
to the notice of the Comptroller of Police ; as also the names of Sergeant-Major Irwin, 
Staff Sergeant Horner, and Sergeant O'Connor. 

Major-General Strange wishes his thanks to be conveyed to Major Cotton, N. W, 
M. P., for the selection he made of an officer and men of whom he may feel proud. 
In parting with this detachment of North-West Mounted Police, he wishes them 
every success and happiness. 

By order. 
C. H. DALE, Major, 
Brigade Major. 


I attach herewith to this report a nominal roll of the non-commissioned officers 
and constables of the detachment ; also an itinerary of the March. 

The to'al distance marched from Fort McJieod to Edmonton, Fort Pitt and back 
to Fort McLeod, was 1,398 miles. The distance marched, until dismissal trom the 
Alberta field force on the 28th June, was 928 miles in thirty-eight marching days, an 
average per day of twenty-four miles. This accomplished, hauling a gun weighing 
38 cwt., over roads sometimes nearly impassable, without the loss of a horse, shows. 
great care and attention on the part of the men. Frequently the gun was dismounted 
from its carriage and carried out of sloughs in which horses were mired. 

Add to this the constant duties ot guards, picquets, patrols, &c., which fell 
especially heavy on such a small independent command as mine, it will be found 
that the detachment of North-West Mounted Police under my command has borne 
out the reputation for energy, pluck and endurance which has been carried by the 
North-West Mounted Police force during many years of long and trying service in 
the North-West Territories. 
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I would especially bring to your favorable notice the names of Sergeant Irwin, 
StaffSergeant Horner, Sergeant O'Conner, Constable Diamond, whom I have men- 
tioned as having swam ashore from the raft in the crossing of the Red Deer River, 

Constable Parker and Constable Ward, who were the artillery drivers. These 
men frequently elicited praise from General Strange for their splendid driving. 

In concluding my report, { would refer briefly to the work accomplished by the 
Alberta field force, of which the detachment under my command formed a part. 

Previous to its advance all the settlements between Calgary and Edmonton, 
and Edmonton and Fort Pitt, had been raided. Edmonton alone had escaped. The 

eople of that place justly feared an uprising of all the Indians of the district. A 
horrible massacre of white people had been committed by Indians at Frog Lake, and 
some thirty white prisoners were in their hands, 

‘(he advance of the Alberta field force overawed the Indians of the Edmorton 
district, and prevented them from joining the enemy, which would have greatly 
augumented the number and rendered the troubles more serious. 

Confidence was restored in the district, and settlers returned to their homes, 
which they had abandoned. 

The force engaged Big Bear and his band in a strongly entrenched position at 
Frenchman’s Butte. In consequence of this engagement, the Indians scattered and 
-eleven prisoners were released. 

Subsequently, Big Bear and the Indians remaining with him were attacked by 
the scout cavalry under Superintendent Steele, at Loon Lake, on the 3rd June. The 
Indians were thoroughly demoralized and broken up; many of them surrendered and 
-all the white prisoners were released. 

This work was accomplished without the loss of a man, and but six wounded. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. BOWEN PERRY, 
Superintendent North West Mounted Police, 


Nomrnat Roxit of Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of “C” Division, under 
command of Inspector A. Bowen Perry, attached to Alberta Field Force. 


SS 


Rank. Name. Remarks. 
Staff-Sergeant ..,........f Horner, H .recesesseeseoeee 
Sergeant . ........200 cece Irwin, W. H.-.o-- oe seseer Appointed Acting Sergeant-Major during campaign. 
MG Om miecesseticecsosicanes O'Connor, W........--|[n engagement at Little Red Deer River, 28th May. 
Rorporal coleveueccensnetecers Harper, A. BH u...ccerssasee Appointed Acting Sergeant during campaign. 
Oink caaccecenearaceses LOGGED, ltcseccecsassicocees 
Acting Corporal......... GON .....c000 veve-coee seneee 
Constable ......cecooeseevee Alexander 
OMMME ie cecisacselincners Blake, G 
do oe. | Blake, G. G@ 
do BrOWD.. «soos ... {fn engagement at Little Red Deer River, 28th May. 
do Diamond es 
do Dodsworth. do do do 
do McVarthy 
do sxe. | MBYOTS.. ceccccccscecee coveee 
do Meee HIRGUKOLD caceressoce'ceeleuvessee do do do 
do PiCKALd)..ccoccssescsesicscees 
do S8CNOtrccccoscelecseosccuccsses 
do TS YLOL «..c0ce.es acscecocoee 
do Wallan ....00cc0s cooscecee soooes 
do Ward........05 ssco0rs- Receees do do do 


A, BOWEN PERRY. 
Superintendent N.-W. M. P. 
19th August, 1885. 
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Itinerary of March made by detachment of “0” Division, under command of 


Inspector A. Bowen Perry, during the recent troubles in the North-Wast, 


Locality. Miles Total. 


. | Left Fort McLeod to Oslpaty cee scaets adeie ee eacsceeseneesee 32 
| TOULE......200 veeee 0000 veeeveeee cecceeces ees 


oO FOO 0ee 090000888 200001010 cooosvese s 


OF S0ceeeee veee core ASIII TTT) 20 


ooo © eeeervecece eeerreces OOCCe Ce eR co eees C4066 30 

-[ Arrived at Calgary .....eccsscscrsece scoscse,, s00e reece veveveeee covcssoes seceee ssoe=? 26 

-| Delayed at Calgary. Se 108 
Left Oalgary en route to Edmonton Weccostee (aes esseaieceesconsesecansecetces 9 
POU .stecodeciasvascennTesesedoslavteseaseSesesceet cokcecask se evceces ceccneees ioscneeee 20 
OUD cssonsserlecescsasciaccsenaceiseseesesn Ment leis $09 ceees oeeveseee concecees covcoeeee 22 


GOt  ee..tce Satsscassieececceseleceseecesiaasoscees] si vsssssevevsaiess ssesseeneorotiicss 


eeeceoeee PPC COCOOCe BeOeee OCPOO%008 Se eeecees eeesecese 30 

do Giecstesen eoseleeuson cecvestsreceescceccecenccces 30 

--| Arrived at Edmonton...... 000000 eeceeseee coccreeee sees oeeves snccee cecees cocceees’ 10 
Delayed at Edmonton 7 days. ee 104 

13...] Left Edmonton en route COMMOPG Pitt isesecereeccee Dessesscieereccrsetsocererer 4 

14...| En TOULE'S srecisotecercecue: 100000 000000 ceceet voeceeseceee ceces cecescocecoceee coccecece 25 

15... OUPiy-cnsvslocoscsleccsseneviavestcsoastcteneeuie ie me sssacvaecccuelsecess sanlecacacaet 27 

16...) Arrived at Victoria..... Secelssoesesselseess sivecsesosslsesessiescoeters scesesoceirecoccce 22 
Delayed at Victoria 3 days. —_—— 78 

19...| Left Victoria en route to BOLO Pithiace tien wie. Meevet eveces 13 


BE FOULS vcccu ocndees eee. oaselse-nanltvveusicssesssoutseceiedrereninecereertert: 15 


O00 eee eeeee 000008 se0eee excees o80ne s008 906000 000000 veccee 25 


OO O8 000008 000000 000000 0000 C0000 osesoe 20 0SC0098 00008 00000 S20008 eee 21 


do BortiPitescih ste ee Reseseles sehwesdicccerereccercehcattee 35 
.-|Left Fort Pitt on reconnaissance to Battleford. 


-| Arrived at Saddle Lake... sss eoccocce cece eee presen tibvensccoad 32 
Arrived at Battleford............ 


Oo 0000 008 r00000 000000808 100000008 ne0eed e000 0ens 130 


at 4:30 B. m. 
Arrived at Port Pitt 4.a.m. eabnesssaisvececnse taseesinescnencsiccrtecisecscareteete ss 
-.-| After Big Bear’s LECT Hi ae ch Lea a a a a Ree SS actoslechereere 


0 
<a 


Nm route..... Os0m aocceeess saueee etoee O00 Ceerecese cocscccse ccccncee soccer cnceee socecvecs 


oO © 500s seares conees vasece . Oe 0reee coecer ences 900000 vacves cocoee eosces 


.|Marched to Beaver River, arriving at 6 a.m. 7th DUDE vesyescsiententess 
To camp on river..... ..... sesblascsvares cesssesseintsnst cetecerecttterte = 10 


. 
ee @ 
. 


00 Co ORR Bo ee 


YY 
. 
° 


Encamped on Beaver River till 25th June. 
2b. s*ereeeee  - >» SOOO OSES + 0e ee OE8e Cores eoee '# @0e00e &ree000 Sesenesen 


26...) Hn route to Saskatchewan Landing 14 0eeeeee vonsceces vocceeees senees sovcccees 
27... do Fort Pitt eeeeee SP OOOe Cor eeeees o- 2008 000088 CO00OS 088008 080000 8o sescee eeooee 


On 29th June detachment was ordered to return to Fort Mc- 
eod. 


Total distance marched to June 29, 1885--38 marching days........ 
Average march per day, 24 miles. ; 

Distance from Fort Pitt to Fort McLeod via Battleford to Swift 
Current and Calgary to MCLe@0d ....0 esses scoees oeepeseseeee enosselcenees 


TOtAL MAFOD MAC. ve coco: caoresssscesand cdcctver coos desaenitscnsesceees 1,308 


he SEE Ee RE A el a ee VE ea" 
A. BOWEN PERRY, 


19th August, 1885, Superintendent N.-W. M. P. 
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APPENDIX G. 


REPORT OF INSPECTOR GRIESBACH, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


Fort SasKATCHEWAN, 10th August, 1885. 


Siz,—In accordance with a telegram received this day from Superintendent 
Herchmer, directing me to report on the services rendered by the detachment under 
my command during the recent troubles, I have the honor to report as tollows :— 

On the 18th March I received news that the half-breeds either had or were about 
to take up arms,and also that the Indians were very uneasy and saucy. Immediately a 
very anxious feeling became prevalent through the settlement, and I took steps to 
find out what arms were available and what amount of ammunition was in the 
settlement. I also swore in some specials, employed and sent out in various directions 
scouts to observe the Indians and rite in information as to what they were likely 
to do. 

In the meantime the telegraph line was cut and all communication ceased ; 
but on the 7th April acourier arrived with new information that the Indians at 
Frog Lake had risen and had murdered several whites. 

Limmediately took steps to have Fort Saskatchewan placed in a state of 
defence. Directed four bastions to be built and a well to be dug; collected in alt 
available men to work on the defences and assist in defending the post if necessary, 
tolling them at the same time that they could bring in their wives and families, and 
such of their valuables as would not interfere with the defence. 

My detachment and these men went to work with a will, and on the night of the 
12th the fort was in a condition to be defended. I also made arrangements to obtain 
BRAT to sustain a large number of people, and also purchased ammunition and 

ad cartridges prepared for the various kind of arms in possession of the settlers. As 
the news brought in by scouts and others became more alarming, the settlers, with 
their families, from long distances, fled to the fort and received protection, and as 
they were mostly all destitute, also food. On the night of the 12th of April I had 
in my fort seventy-niné women and children and about thirty men armed with guns 
of various descriptions. Most of these people remained in the fort uatil the arrival 
of the troops. 

This is a short statement of what was done at Fort Saskatchewan. The same 
night the news arrived (after taking the above steps) 1 proceeded to Edmonton, 
where I found the citizens assembled at a meeting, and much excited. They asked me 
what should be done, and I answered them shortly to the effect— 

lst. That there was but one defendable point, and that was the Hudson Bay 
fort, in which they and their families could take refuge. 

2nd. That there were in the Hudson Bay fort thirty-five stand of Enfield rifiles, 
with 500 rounds of ball cartridges, and also caps, all of which the officer in charge 
would lend me. 

3rd. That as they had a company of volunteers, with elected cfficers, already, 
enrolled, but not accepted by the Militia Department, I would take upon myself 
the respcnsibility of arming and quartering the company in the fort. This being 
done, they would then have a place where they could, with their wives and families, 
come for safety. This plan of mine met with some opposition, but the next day 
the company was armed, quartered, rationed and placed on duty, under the command 
of an ex-major of the militia as captain. On the night of the 7th I dispatched a 
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courier to Calgary, asking for troops and arms to he sent forward as soon as possible. 
After getting the company in barracks I directed the captain to have the stockade: 
repaired and rebuilt along the front of the Fort, the bastions looked to and the 
fort generally placed in as good a state of defence as possible. I also directed him. 
to collect all the ammunition of all descriptions then in the stores, and place the same 
under guard in the magazine, giving receipts for it, 

There was in the fort two brass 4-pr. guns, I had these remounted on 
strong trucks, and cartridges made; also case shot, which I improvised by having 
tin cases made to fit the bore, and then filled them with about ninety trade bails,which 
on trying, I found to answer well,and these guns would, in my opinion, have rendered 
good service up to 200 yards. All these steps being taken, I notified the settlers and 
citizens of Edmonton that they could take shelter in the fort when danger approached. 
Several iramediately took advantage of this and came into tho fort. 

Having thus done for Edmonton, I returned to Fort Saskatchewan, to look after 
matters there, 

[ received a requisition from the citizens of Edmonton, and also a deputation, 
asking me to abandon Fort Saskatchewan and come with all my force to Edmonton 
to protect them. 

This, of course, I declined to do, giving them the following reasons :— 

1, That I had now in my fort seventy-nine women and children, whom I would 
not abandon. 

2. That they had actually a larger force and more arms than I had, as well as a. 
stronger fort. 

3. That I, as a soldier, would never abandon my fort unleas I received instructions. 
from my superior officer to do so, or I was driven or burnt out. 

This answer ended the matter, as far as I was concerned, although I received a. 
large amount of abuse for not complying with their wishes. 

Having done all in my power for the defence of Fort Saskatchewan and 
Edmonton, I scoured the country for many miles around with scouts and patrols, so as. 
early as possible to have news of any movements of the enemy. 

The total strength of my detachment was, at the time, nineteen all told, of whom: 
‘one man was unfit for duty. 

On the arrival of Major-General Strange I reported to him. He, so far as I know,. 
was will satisfied with all [ had done and the steps I had taken for the defence of the 
settlement. 

General Strange then informed me I was appointed Major of Militia, and that he 
was sending a company of infantry to assist in garrisoning Fort Saskatchewan, that 
I should remain in command of the district after he left, that I was to raise as many 
scouts as I could arm, and have charge of courier service, from Red Deer River to the 
front to be kept open, and also to provide a certain amountof transport, but as I was 
weak in men he did not think it advisable to take any from me. He saw plainly that 
there would in all probability be plenty of work for mounted men to do. He therefore 
ordered me to write to the Department, and he also wrote and telegraphed himself, 
asking that I should receive reinforcements of police, and if that could not be done to 
send me 100 stand of arms (carbines) and saddlery. 

On the night of the 11th of May I received orders to take command of forty men 
of the Alberta Rifles, under Major Hatton, taking with me as many of my owa men 
as could be spared, and to proceed to the Selvais settlement, on Battle River, and 
there to arrest certain parties whom he named. I reported to General Strange at 
4 o'clock the next morning, when he explained what I was to endeavor to do, 
but was unable to give me aman able to point vat the men required. He further 
impressed on me the necessity of not delaying the cavalry, as he required them at 
the front. I was unable to obtain a man able to point out the men I wanted, 
until I arrived at Peace Hills farm, There I fourd a man who could do what I 
required, but being a half-breed, he was so afraid that he refused to go, but I com- 
pelled him. From what I saw and learned on the way I plainly discovered that I 
should not succeed in carrying out my instructians, especially as I was in receipt of 
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a despatch from the General, ordering me to return at once. I arrived at Battle 
River, which, at this point, runs between high banks, similar to the Qa’Appelle valley. 
We found an unfordable river, but discovering a boat I left the cavalry on the bank 
of the river and crossed with ten men, and searched the village for the parties 
required. Although quite a large settlement we only saw three men, but numbers 
of women and children. The rest of the men were lying in the bush, with their rifles 
ready to open fire if we had succeeded in making an arrest. Notfinding the parties 
required, ] re-crossed the river, taking with me three men, who expressed themselves 
as being most loyal. I told them what I had come to do, and thatif they wished to be 
loyal it was their duty to giveinformation to the authorities of the disloyal doings 
of others, so that the guilty should be punished. They, of course, stated that they 
would do so, but they were evidently atraid both of me and their own people. I 
immediately left for Edmonton, having remained about six hours. Before leaving 
for Edmonton on this expedition the General informed me that I was to have com- 
mand of the district and all it contained as soon as he left, and he gave me fall 
instructions about the principal matters he wished attended to. Onmy return from 
Battle River I found General Strange gone and Colonel Ouimet in command. I 
also found a letter from the General, in which he informed me that he regretted 
to have to cancel the order appointing me to the command, but I was still to carry 
out, as faras possible, the different duties he wished performed. I therefore, from 
that date until the present time, have had my hands (full of militia work. At the 
present time I am signing and countersigning vouchers for the General, and, in 
tact, settling up matters as far as possible at this place. 

On the evening of the 29th May I received instructions from Col. Ouimette that 
four horses had been stolen from Papastayo’s reserve, and several Indians had left their 
reserve, contrary to the order of the agent. He wished me to proceed in pursuit of 
these horse theives and Indians with as many men of my own as I could take, and he 
would send me a certain number of the St. Albert Mounted Rifles, newly armed and 
equipped by him. These men were to meet me at such a point as I should name. 

_ _ The party to whom two of the stolen horses belonged, instead of coming and 
giving information to the police, went to the fort at Edmonton, and laid his complaint 

efore the officer in command of the company of the 65th Battalion stationed there, 
This officer, Captain De Troismaison, took no steps in the matter until the return of 
his superior officer, Colonel Ouimet, who, also considering the matter, proposed, so I 
have been told, to send some of the St. Albert Mounted Infantry but ultimately, 
remembering the police, he wrote me, as above stated. I replied that I would be ata 
certain named point early next morning, where his St, Albert men might meet me. 
I started at daylight next morhing, taking eight men and one pack horse. On 
my arrival at the place of meeting, my coming to which had been delayed by one of 
my horses falling into a bad creek, I found no one had yet turned up. I therefore 
unsaddled and rested the men and horses, and waited for the St. Albert men. About 
two hours afterwards the farm instructor on the Indian reserve arrived 
J inquired whether he had seen anything of the St. Albert men. He said no. I then 
said ; ‘“ We have wasted valuable time, and I will wait nolonger. As it is, our chance 
of recovering the stolen horses is small; they have had too long a start. I then 
took up the trail, which led through the Beaver Hills. We made the 
best of our way through a dense wooded country full of muskeg, in which 
the horses sank to the belly every step. I followed the trail for two days, 
until I came to the open prairie, covered with short buffalo grass. Near the 
Bald Hill we lost the trail and could not find it again. Before losing it my guide told 
me that the horses were fully twelve hours ahead, if not more; so this being the case, 
and my horses being very tired, I did not consider it necessary togo further. I then 
turned my attention to the Indians who had left the reserve, and on my returning 
found their trail, arrested and brought in two headmen, and ordered the rest back to 
the reserve, On my return Colonel Ouimet directed me to deal with the Indians. I 
did so, reprimanding them, &c.; told them that they would be severely punished if 
they left the reserve again without permission. I have no hesitation in saying that 


77 


a re ee 


had the information been given to me in the first instance, the result would have 
been different. 

The conduct of the detachment, with one or two exceptions, was all that could be 
wished. They worked hard at the fortifications, and would, no doubt, have fought 
as well, had it come to that. 

I think General Strange and others will bear me out, that it was owing to. 
the fact that preparations for defence were made, that Fort Saskatchewan was held, 
and to a firm front shown by the few police at this point, that a general rising of 
Indians and others did not take place (accompanied, as it would have been, in the 
neighborhood, having so many women and children, by horrors unmentionable), 

Trusting that you will consider that the small detachment of the Mounted Police 
stationed here did not fail in their duty, 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. H. GRIESBACH, 
Inspector, Commanding Post. 
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APPENDIX H. 


REPORT OF [INSPECTOR DICKENS, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICK,. 


BATTLEFORD, 8th June, 1885. 


To the Commissioner North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 


Srz,—I have the honor to submit a report of events that occurred at Pitt 
during the troubles at and near that place. 

On the 30th March I received a letter from the Indian agent at Battleford, 
Mr. Rae, informing me that the country was ina state of rebellion, and that the 
Battleford indians were in an excited state, and requesting the Sub-Indian agent at 
Frog Lake, the late Mr. L. Quinn and myself, to endeavor to keep Big Bear and 
his people from starting for Battleford. I sent a letter to Mr. Quinn at once, advising 
him to come in if he considered that there was serious danger, and offering to 
re-inforce him if he could not come in. Mr. Quinn replied that the Indians were 
perfectly quiet, and that he felt perfectly confident that he could keep them at Frog 
Lake by feeding them well and treating them kindly. He said, however, that he 
‘was sending in Corporal Sleigh and his detachment, as their presence excited the 
Indians. 

The next day Corporal Sleigh and detachment arrived at. Pitt. From the 
corporal’s report it appeared that the white people at Frog Lake held a meeting, at 
which it was at first resolved to go into Pitt, but finally Mr. Quinn said that he would 
remain at his post. The farm instructor, Mr. Delaney, said the same. Mrs,.-Delaney 
then said she would stay with her husband. All the others then said they would 
stop, but insisted that the police should leave, as their presence only tended to exas- 
perate the Indians, Corporal Sleigh refused to leave without the ladies, but Mr. Quinn 
ordered him to go, and said that he would give him a letter to me, explaining the 
reason why the police returned. In this letter Mr. Quinn again stated that all was 
quiet, and that hedid not fear any disturbance. He asked me, however, to send to 
Mrs. Mann, wife of the farm instructor at Onion J.ake, to see if she wished to 
come. On the Ist April Sergeant Martin went to Onion Lake. The Indians were 
in a very excited state, and came up to the house, firing their guns and yelling. They 
told the sergeant that they had heard that 2,000 soldiers were coming into 
the country to kill them all. The sergeant told them to keep quiet and no one 
would hurt them, and they went away, apparently pacified. 

Next day Constable Roby, who had been for a load of lumber, reported that the 
Indians had been talking vaguely about something having happened at Frog Lake, 
and that Mr. “Jim” Simpson, of the Hudson Bay Company, who was taking freight 
to Frog Lake, had started off rapidly for Frog Lake, hoping that he would arrive in 
time to prevent mischief. The massacre, however, had already taken place, and Mr. 
Simpson arrived too lato. 

The sentries had been doubled as soon as Mr. Rae’s letter was received. 

Mr. Quinn had requested me not to send out police along the road, so as not to 
exusperate the Indians. He had also promised to send in a trusty messenger, in case 
of anything unusual happening, so that little credit was given to these rumors; 
but at 1 a.m. Mr. and Mrs. Mann, with their three children, drove into the post 
and said that some of the Onion Lake Indians had told them that all the white people 
at Frog Lake had been killed, and told them to fly for their lives; that all the 
Indians were up, and more were coming in, and that they were going to kill all the 
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whites in the country. The men immediately turned out, and preparations were 
made in case of a sudden attack. The windows and doors of the dwelling houses and 
storehouses were barricaded with flour bags; loops holes were cut in the walls, 
where they could be used with effect, and by daylight we were in a position to 
repulse an open attack, but our danger was always fire. 

On the afternoon of the 4th Mr. Henry Quinn, nephew of J. Quinn, came in and 
reported that the Indians had captured the white people at Frog Lake, and were 
taking them to the camp. He was ahead, and heard the Indians say thatthe white 
men were to be killed; he heard the sounds of shots behind him, and broke away. 
Although hotly pursued, he escaped into the bush, and after travelling for twenty- 
four hours without food, arrived at Pitt, 

; Pee and Mrs. Quinny also arrived, having been brought in by four Onion Lake 
ndians. 

On Sunday a messenger, named Johnny Saskatchewan, arrived from Battleford 
with a letter advising us to come in to Battleford by the north road, as the Indians 
had risen all over the country. To this I answered that I was unable to move, owing 
to want of transport, the Hudson Bay Company’s waggons having been seized at 
Frog Lake; that if we travelled on foot, or very slowly, 28 we should have to do, the 
Indians could easily overtake us, and if attacked in the open, witha number of women 
and children, we would be worse off than in the Hudson Bay Company’s post. This 
was also the opinion of all the civilians, I had heard that reinforcements were 
expected at Battleford in a day or two, and I begged Inspector Morris, for the sake 
of the women and children, to send me fifty men. I told him, also, that if I had 
nobody but police with me we could make our way through with our own horses 
and waggons. No reply was received to this letter, as the messenger who was 
bringing a reply from Inspector Morris was intercepted, and the dispatch taken from 

im. 

I have since heard that fifty, and afterwards twenty-five, settlers offered to go out 
to relieve us, Their offer was not accepted. A similar offer was made by settlers at 
Fort McLeod, but the authorities would not let them go. They may have had good 
reasons for so doing, but I simply mention the fact, so that the white people in the 
country cannot be justly accused of having been wanting in sympathy with their 
country Women in distress. 

(Nora.—In this J think Inspector Dickens has been, to some extent, misin- 
formed. If 1 mistake not, the offer to make a prompt move on Edmonton and Pitt, 
before troops were ready to proceed there, was made by the officer commanding at 
Fort MoLeod, Superintendent Cotton. 

In reply to this offer Major-General Strange wrote Superintendent Cotton: “I 
cannot consent to your denuding the southern frontier and McLeod district of police. 
Your valuable services, knowledge of the district and influence with Indians, render 
it important that you should remain where you are. I must therefore order you to 
do so. I can understand your desire to go to what you now consider the front, but 
the front may at any time become the rear, and vice versa.—A. G. I.”) 

We continued to fortify the post as well as we could with the material at hand, 
all the men working hard and most cheerfully. 

The Hudson Bay Company’s carpenters also commenced to build a scow. Little 
Pine arrived on the other side of the river on the 7th, and was ordered not to cross 
or he would be fired upon. Little Poplar’s brother, Na-coo-tan, who had been 
round the fort working for the company, had previously come in with his wife and 
family, stating that the Indians had threatened to kill him. 

Fire signals were seen at night during the week, and smoke was seen in the 
direction of Onion Lake. Our scouts reported that the buildings had been set on 
fire on the 13th, at about 2 p. m. 

About 2 p, m, a large body of Indians appeared behind the post. They had with 
them, as prisoners, Cameron, Halpin of the Hudson Bay Company, and old Dufresne, 
an old Hudson Bay Company’s servant, who afterwards was cook for Mr. Quinn. A 
flag of truce was sent down, and Dufresne brought letters, written by Halpin, in 
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which Big Bear called upon us to surrender arms and ammunition. This offer was. 
refused. The number of the Indians was said to be 250. Mr. Maclean, belicving that 
there was a large peace party, went out to parley with thom. The Indians agreed to 
keep quiet that night. Next morning they required the police to leave at once. I sent 
my final answer, refusing to give up our arms, &c., and told them that if they would 
go away we would leave. They insisted on our Jeaving at once, and we all went to 
our posts, expecting an attack. Mr. Maclean, without telling me of his intention, and 
in spite of the warning of his interpreter and friends, wert out again, and was taken 
prisoner. Shortly afterwards Constables Cowan, Loasby and Special Constable H. 
Quinn, who had been out scouting, came back and rode right on to the Indian scouts, 
who fired: Constable Loasby’s horse was shot under him ; Constable Cowan was killed. 
Loasby ran down the hill, pursued by a party of Indians, who fired at and wounded 
him. He ran some 500 yards, badly wounded in the back. The men at the windows 
nearest to the Indians opened fire. Four Indians dropped as if killed, and two or three 
others were evidently hit. The Indians retired into the bush and Loasby reached the 
fort. 

Mr. Maclean wrote down to his family to join him. I went over to their house 
and found them preparing to leave. )All the company’s servants and other civilians 
prepared to join them, As their minds were made up to leave, I considered that I was 
entitled to look to the safety of my own men, who had remained at Pitt solely for 
the sake of the civilians. We destroyed the arms we could not take away, collected 
the ammunition and some provisions, and put the scow into the water. She filled, and 
appeared to be quite useless. Regimental No.762, Constable Rutledge, jumped on board 
and volunteered to pilot her across. Under his skilful management and by dint of 
hard baling we got across, although I thought she would sink under us. A heavy 
snow storm had now set in, and wé camped about a mile down the river, on the 
opposite bank. The river was fall of ice, and the Indians could not have followed us 
had they wished to do so. Big Bear had sent word to say that he would’ not fire, 
on us as we crossed, The night was bitterly cold, the blankets were wet through 
and some had been lost while crossing. At dawn we resumed our voyage, The weather 
was bitterly cold, and the river being full of ice the navigation was very difficult, but 
the men worked most cheerfully and with great spirit. Wearrived at Battleford on 
the 2st. 

The wounded man bore his sufferings with the greatest fortitude, and was 
carefully tended by Staff-Sergeant Rolph (mow acting Assistant Surgeon) and his. 
comrades. 

The conduct of Sergeant Martin and men was admirable from first to last. 

The surrender of the civilians was entirely owing to the pusillanimity of Mr. 
Maclean, of the Hudson Bay Company. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
FRANCIS J, DICKENS, 
Inspector. 
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APPENDIX I. 


REPORT OF INSPECTOR MORRIS, NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE 


Nokru-Wezst Moonen Poricz, 
BarrLerorD, 30th May, 1885. 
The Commissioner, 
Commanding North-West Mounted Police, 
Regina. 


Srr,—I have the honor to submit this, my report, a8 commanding officer during 
the siege. 

In accordance with your instructions, under date of 26th March last, I organized 
a volunteer company made up of those who might be called permanent citizens, and 
assigned to them No. 4 Barrack room, that they might be within easy reach, in case 
of an emergency, to act in conjunction with the police in the protection of the fort. 

Later on I organized a company, composed of citizens and those from the 
settlement who had, with their families, sought the protection of the fort. This © 
company was styled the Home Guards. They were served out with arms, which 
had previously been used by a disbanded volunteer co mpany. It was fortunate that 
these arms were at hand, for without them our power of resistance would have been 
very much less. 

As you will be aware, the stockade was in a more or less dilapidated condition, 
and my first care was to make it as strong as possible. I caused boards to be nailed 
all round the top, and threw up a four-post embankment against it on the inside. 
Through this breastwork I pierced portholes at suitable distances, and so arranged 
them with sand bags as to secure the greatest possible protection for my men, while 
at the same time, affording them every facility for pouring a destructive fire on any 
hostile body approaching to attack. At the south-east and north-west corners I built 
bastions for the accommodation of the one 7 pr. at my disposal, and around 
each trenches were dug sufficiently wide and deep to effectually stop any sudden 
rush of the enemy in that quarter. These precautions taken, I set to work to secure 
all the forage for the horses possible, and whenever I could spare teams I sent them 
to the river, and brought up within the stockade whatever provisions I could secure 
that had not been looted and carried off during the first raid, (At that time the 
river was impassable, owing to running ice). But even had it been measurably 
passable, I should have deemed it unwise to risk the sending across of any con- 
siderable part of my available force. The enemy was vigilant and numerous, and I 
felt that my first duty was to ensure the safety of the fort and the nearly 400 
women and children who had sought its protection, When this was seen to there 
was not a man to be spared for offensive operations on the enemy. When the enemy 
had moved away after the first raid, and when the ice had run out of the river, E 
sent a party across and brought in all the goods from the Hudson Bay and other 
stores that could be found. 

With no brother officer to afford me assistance or relief, I found the duty of the 
hour exceedingly trying. There were those in the fort of whose loyalty I had the 
greatest suspicion, and | felt that only by the utmost personal vigilance could a great 
danger be averted. To trust this work to a subordinate was, to my mind, impossible, 
and although twenty hours out of every twenty-four were needed to make me quite 
sure that the enemy within was not active, and that no lack of duty on the part of 
my own men gave the enemy without an advantage, the service was cheerfally 
and gladly given. Tho reward is that it has been successful. 


8a—6 


82 


In order to prevent any suprise by night, I had a guard of nearly sixty mon, 
besides six mounts to do patrol outside the sentries, One shot being fired was a 
signal of the approach of the enemy. Each man of the force of the nearly 200 
knew his duty when an alarm was sounded, and within three minutes each 
man would be in his position at hié assigned porthole or in the bastions. 

With these arrangements perfected I felt quite capable of coping with an enemy 
as strong as that I thought likely to attack. 

Before closing, I desire to express my hearty satisfaction at the manner in 
which the Home Guard, Battleford Rifles and police iD siete their duty—ever 
ready, even anxious tobe of service; no order needed to be uttered twice. The 
commands of officers were obeyed with the utmost cheerfulness and alacrity; no 
service could have been more thorough. Among the many individuals whose services 
during the siege deserve a special word of praise are Sergeant-Major Kirk, who 

roved himself an invaluable non-commissioned officer Mr. Macrae, of the 

ndian Department, who kindly placed his services at my disposal, assisting me in 
doing patrol duty on dark nights; and Mr, Harry Nash and Mr, Frank A. Smart, the 
latter of whom met so lamentable a death at the hand of the treacherous Indian 
immodiately that he moved beyond the limits of our immediate protection. 

Telegraph communication being stopped, I had to despatch couriers to Prince 
Albert, Carlton, Clark’s Crossing, Swift Current and Fort Pitt. In one 
instance, when an important message was to be forwarded, I could notsecure a man 
on any terms. 

Calling for volunteers, Constable Stores alone responded. The journey to 
Swift Current was begun in the face of great danger, and successfully 
finished after the plucky constable had been chased sixty miles by the foe. The 
act deserves recognition. 

Lieut.-Colonel Otter arrived here on the 24th April, when my duties ceased as 
commanding officer. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. S. MORRIS. 
Inspector. 
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APPENDIX J. 


Hxapquarters, Regina, 5th December, 1886. 


Srr,—I have the honor to place in your hands, to-day, my Annual Report as 
Principal Medical Officer of the North. Wost Mounted Police, for the twelve months 
terminating with the 30th of November, 1885. 

The year now rapidly drawing to a close, will long be remembered as one of the 
most eventful in the history not only of the North West Territories, but in that of 
the North-West Mounted Police, which, in addition to those who have passed from 
its ranks in the ordinary course of events by accident and disease from which no 
ane of the community is altogether exempted, has now to mourn the logs of no 

ess than eight brave and devoted members, “killed in action” during the late 

insurrection, with a full proportion of wounded; some dangerously, others seriously, 
and one at least, who maimed for life, will never be capable of performing mounted 
Service again. 

While I must leave to those whose duty as combatant officers it more especially 
becomes to record with sorrow not unmingled with pride the names and services of 
the gallant men, who have fallen unflinchingly in the path of duty, I cannot with- 
hold my humble tribute to the courage and fortitude of the mere handful of Mounted 
Police, who, fewer in numbers than any battalion engaged in active operations, and 
porelly far over-matched by enemies wherever it was their privilege to meet them 

ave left beneath the bosom of the prairie, of their dead “killed in action,” a num- 
ber greater than that of any battalion in the field, save one, whose record, at least, 
they have equalled. 

I should have been well pleased if, as Senior Surgeon, I had been permitted 
toshare, with those who went to the front, the active operations of the short cam paign, 
and have lent my aid, if not in fighting, at least in standing by and assisting those 
who were privileged to fight and fall; but it was condsidered that duty as necessary 
and arduous, if not as honorable and inspiring, demanded my remaining in medical 
charge of the headquarters post, and with less opportunity for emulation and distino- 
tion, contenting myself with doing efficiently the hardly less onerous duties confided 
to me. I must, therefore, leave to those of my more fortunate assistants, who were 
permitted to take part in the operations at the front, the duty of recording the 
casualties and diseases, incident to service in the field, which fell beneath their 
notice, several of which came ultimately under my own care at the headquaters 
hospital, whose names, injuries and diseases, with the results of treatment, will be 
found in the accompanying annual report of sick, &c., treated at Regina during the 
year just closed. 

During the latter part of November I received instructions to proceed to Ottawa, 
@8 s00N as ocala conveniently do so, to constitute one of a board of medical officers 
to assemble on my arrival there, to take cognizance and report upon the condition of 
certain members of the force who have advanced claims for compensation on account 
of wounds, diseases or disabilities contracted on active service; also on matters 
relating to the annual supply of medical stores for 1885-86 (Jaly to July), which, 
owing to the recent increase of the force and some alterations in its disposition, will 
render a modification of the estimates necessary. I, therefore, propose to leave for 
Ottawa as soon as this, my annual report, is completed, leaving an examination of 
the annual reports of assistant surgeons at the various outposts, until they arrive at 
Ottawa, when an opportunity can the afforded of doing so, and making such additions 
to this report as may be found necessary (as the reports referred to have not yet been 
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received), the annual supply of drugs being much needed, and some time being 
required to effect the necessary changes in the estimates. 

The medical duties at headquarters during the last twelve months have been 
more than ordinarily severe and have taxed my powers to the utmost. for, notwith- 
standing, the detachment of large bodies ot the force in the early months of 
1885, to reinforce the posts along the North Saskatchewan, and to guard the 
southern frontier during the recent insurrection, whereby the headquarter’s post 
was for atime almost denuded of men, the strength of the force at Regina has 
averaged for the entire year, something over 200 a month. To these must be added, in 
computirg the whole number of men under my charge, the prisoners, Indians, half- 
breeds and others, who, during the same period, reached the large number of 137, 

During seven months of the current year, namely, from May to November, 
inclusive, the number of all ranks present at Regina, exclusive of prisoners, who, 
during these months, were specially numerous, exceeded the monthly average for 
the whole year largely, the number for three successive months averaging 287, and 
rising during June and July to an average of no less than 340 men and officers, 
which, added to the unusually large number of prisoners and the unfavorable 
hygienic condition to which they were subjected, involved a great increase of duty 
and responsibility. The barrack accommodation, owing to the sudden increase of 
the force, was, for the time, inadequate, and an additional guard-room had to be 
erected, in order to accommodate the unusual influx of prisoners. These latter 
sutfered little from endemic forms of disease to which they were acclimated, but a 
good deal of sickness, as my annual return of sick shows, occurred among the men, 
and more especially, as I had anticipated, among the new recruits, but after all my 
anxieties and labors, the most severe and continuous ever undertaken and completed 
by me during the same period, I have this great source of satisfaction that no single 
individual of those entrusted to my medical care has died from disease or injury at. 
headquarters during the year 1885, the few still lingering in hospital being now 
happily convalescent. 

During this period some of the prisoners, most of whom arrived under depress- 
ing influences, suffered from milder forms of malarial disease, and all ultimately 
recovered without difficulty, but a good deal of care and watchful attention was 
demanded by other prisoners, among whom I may mention Riel, Jackson and 
Parenteau, the two latter of whom were actually insane, and the former, owing to 
certain peculiar mental characteristics, very imperfectly comprehended by the pub- 
lio at large, was, by some, reputed to be so. Much attention was also demanded by 
Connors, a condemned murderer, who, for some weeks persistently feigned insanity. 
Two of these men were after a time placed in an asylum for the treatment of the 
insane; the other two suffered the death penalty to which the court condemned 
them. Respecting the first of these, whatever differences of opinion may now 
appear to exist—opinions based by those who express them—upon 8 more or less 
intimate knowledge of his mental peculiarities and temperament, the calm verdict of 
posterity will surely be that Riel died a perfectly accountable man. 

In the care of the sick during the latter part of the period referred to, I 
was assisted by Hospital Sergt. Braithwaite, and by several constables, who 
volunteered to perform, turn and turn about, both night and day, for many weeks, 
the onerous duties of nurses, of which those only who are familiar with the disease 
with which inso msny cases we had to contend, can form an adequate conception, 
and I beg to recommend most strongly that some small additional pay may be given 
to each of those men for the time they were engaged in these duties, services, ~vith- 
out which, the success, now so happily achieved, would have been impossible. 

Of the 570 recruits arriving during the year now expired, by far the greater 
number have been stripped and carefully re-examined by me, a duty of the greatest 
importance to the Department, owing to the unsatisfactory manner in which some 
of the examining surgeons have performed their duty; that all have not been so re- 
examined is to be regretted, but this has been unavoidable; many having been 
necessarily sent away on detachments before it was possible to re-examine them, 
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and some after even longer delay, because no moment of my time could be spared 
for many days together from duties of even more immediate importance. 

The sudden augmentation of the Force rendered the local purchase of some 
drugs necessary, principally for veterinary service, but some also for hospital use, 
and, in compliance with instructions, a full supply of drugs for Battleford, until 
the arrival of the supplies for 1886, were purchased and forwarded to that post 
several weeks ago. 

In consequence of the destruction of Forts Carlton and Pitt, and the confusion 
caused by the late insurrection, and the arrival of considerable bodies of militia, 
more or less unprovided with thd requisite medical supplies, the returns of drugs 
expended, at least as regards the posts along the North Saskatchewan, will be less 
perfect than is described, I do not, however, despair of showing a more satisfactory 
statement of this important branch of public expenditure than hitherto, or of im- 
proving upon it in the time to come. 

Although no case of injury or disease has terminated fatally at the Regina 
hospital during the year just expired, two members of the force have met instan- 
taneous death: one, Constable Griffin, by his own hand, probably while laboring 
under temporary insanity, the other, Constable Coulson, my own servant ever since 
I entered the force, a most trustworthy and invaluable man, by the accidental dis- 
charge of a gun in the hands of a comrade, when on leave of absence, duck-shooting 
at Long Lake, As the details of these distressing casualties have long since been 
forwarded to Ottawa, I need say no more respecting them 

Tbe number of men invalided from Regina, for the year now ended, is sixteen, 
but of these, seven were sent down from Battleford, Calgary and Prince Albert for 
that pnrpose. Of the nine remaining who were invalided froi Regina, it is 
instructive to notice that five were unfit for service when enlisted, and never should 
have been accepted by the examining surgeons; that a sixth was probably so, this 
cannot be definitely proved, that the seventh and eighth were jnvalided for forms 
of insavity which had existed long before thoy entered the force, which facts they 
concealed, and baving temporarily recovered their reason, were admitted without 
suspicion ; aud that the ninth, Constable Hart, who was shot accidentally, was the 
only one out of the nine clearly invalided in consequence of injury or disease origin- 
ating after admission to the force. The tenth man on the list “ Levin,” having 
‘come up unfit for service, but fortunately his examination papers were not signed, 
and he was discharged. 

My attention has been drawn toa statement made some months ago, that an 
examination of the annual sick reports of the North-West Mounted Police, for 1884, 
shows that a large majority of the men of that force had suffered du ring that period 
from various forms of preventible disease, The number given was evidently obtained 
by adding together all cases of both primary and secondary affections of preventible 
disease, as shown in the sick returns, J wish to say that thie basis is not a correct 
one, and, therefore, the conclusion arrived at is an error, and for the following 
reasons :— 

Ist. The annual reports are made up from the monthly and daily sick retuins, 
s0 that a large proportion of these cases, the great majority of which constitute 
various sequels of primary diseases, are really only repetitions of the same case 
reappearing under successive forms. 

2nd. A considerable number of recruits, re-examined by me on their arrival at 
Regina, have been found suffering from primary forms of disease, contracted in 
eastern cities, but not fully developed before their primary examination. 

3rd. That many others who had apparently recovered from primary disease 
contracted long before their admission to the force, have developed secondary symp- 
toms at various periods after their admission. 

4th. In some of the returns of sick no discrimination is made between primary 
and secondary affections or sequeta, acute and chronic cases all appearing under one 
head ; and 
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5th. That some few incorrigible individuals no sooner are cured of one attack 
than they contract disease again and again—some of them many times in a year. 
These explanations will be regarded as valid by any competent medical authority. 

The total obtained by adding together all forms and reappearences of primary 
and secondary diseases in these reports for the entire force in 1884 numbers 255. E 
am certain that one-fourth of that number, that is 12 per cent. of the whole force, 
would constitute an excessive annual average of such cases of primary disease, A 
very large proportion of the men have never suffered from any form of preventible 
disease, and no troops in the world could remain entirely free from them under the 
conditions to which these men are exposed. 

The explanation stated above will apply equally to the sick returns made for 
1885. Hereafter an effort will be made to show the exact number of cases of primary 
disease occurring during the year, which I feel confident will not exceed the average 
above stated, an average which is probably quite equalled among young men in all 
great cities, 

Before closing this report I wish to offer some recommendations, complianee 
with which will I think increase the efficiency of the Department over which I have 
the honor to preside :— 

Ist. That Dr. Baldwin, now relieving me at Regina, be retained permanently at 
headquarters as Assistant Surgeon, to take charge of the proper duties of the 
depot and hospital, and to assist generally in the duties of the post—thus affording 
me time and opportunity to attend to the duties of Superintendent Surgeon ; the 
double duty hitherto devolving solely upon me being greater than one man can 
satisfactorily perform, 

2nd. That a competent hospital steward with the rank of staff sergeant be 
appointed to the depot troop at Regina, whose duty it shall be to remain perma- 
nently ut the hospital and perform the duties of hospital seageant thero, without, 
as has hitherto been the rule, being 1emoved at a moment’s notice to accompany 
detachments on outpost duty. 

3rd. That Staff Sergeant Richards be retained permanently at Regina attached 
to the depét, to continue his charge of the books and stores connected with the 
medical supply store, and that he be released from Troop“ B” to which he has 
recently teen attached. This is the special duty Sergeant Richards was sent up to 
perform, and which he has hitherto done in a very satisfactory manner. He is an 
excellent man for the position and should be retained there. 

4th. That in future no man be invalided from the force until he has appeared 
for final examination before the Senior Surgeon, who will then recommend that he 
be invalided if necessary. The history of every recruit is better known at head- 
qui ters than elsewhere, and there his final examination should take place, 

5th. ‘ihat a competent hospital building be provided at head quarters, with 
room for not less than twenty-five beds; the proportion required for a force of 250 
men ; with all necessary conveniences; the present building being wholly inade- 
quate as to size and almost uninhabitable in winter. 

6th, That some building be erected in the neighbourhood of the new hospital to 
be used 4s a store-honse for drugs and for filling and packing the requisitions made 
upon them; with a properly arranged office for keeping the books and papers con- 
nected therewith, so that tye small building now occupied for that purpose, in the 
barrack square, may return to the use for which it was designed. 

wth. That three additional hospital stewards, members by examination of the 
Pharmaceutical College of O1tario, be enlisted at once, on the terms already granted 
to those obtained in 1884; the large addition recently made to the force and the 
increased importance of some outposts rendering the presence of thoroughly com- 
petent and trustworthy men necessary. 

Sth. I would also suggest that some arrangement be entered into with one of the 
medical practitioners at Edmonton, one of whom has a drug store there, to take 
medical charge of the detachment at that post and at Fort Sa-katch: w-: , snd to far- 
nish the medicines required, I may add that until I am informed what arrange- 
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ments are intended, I have ordered no medical stores—except veterinary drugs for 
those outposts. 
It is very desirable that the medical supplies should be forwarded at a time of 


the year when they will not suffer from exposure to frost, and this should be not 
earlier than the 15th of March nor later than the 15th of September. 

I trust the Department will take all these recommendations into favorable consi- 
deration, as they are made solely in the interests of that branch of it in the North- 
West Territories, over which they have considered me competent to preside, 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. JUKES, M.B.L.C., 
Senior Surgeon. 
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SCHEDULE No. 1. 


——_—_ 


NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 
Annuau Sick Report from 1st December, 1884, to Ist December, 1885. 


No. of | No. of | Average 


Disease. Cases. | Days. | Duration. 


Surgeon’s Remarks. 


¥ever, Typho-Malarial ..... ..... 12 563 46}4 |Recovered; returned to duty 
do Malarial remittent ........ 30 626 do 
do Intermittent ........-..000 8 35 4§ do do 

Dysentery ....ecceeseccreee Slevecasieseees 6 48 8 do do 

Preeniene ues schscsbicotre . 20 110 5 do do 

Diarrhoea ..cccccesecses csssee sevccsees 105 246 2 do do 

Scarlatina .....0 fivsesase és camicce: 2 5 2 Both still in hospital. 

Tonsillitis ....... sasbocssseits ser cocees 32 123 3%% |Recevered; returned to duty. 

Ait Ua iene ECE 14 52 319 do do 

Parotitis. ....... feeees 4 60 15 do do 

Dyspepsia... 15 81 52 do do 

Debility........000: score ee 18 134 xE.3 do do 

DOoughs and Colds ...cccrscree coves 95 264 275 do do 

AnwMIA .... seseee soeeeces! 2 17 8 do do 

Erythema eee aoa 1 2 2 do do 

Bilious derangements . sesensenene . 33 83 24 do do 

Cephalalgia .. oe leaeasineseecese 10 30 3 do do 

Neuralgia ....... Soeteses eoslsssecieseses Il 20 1A do do 

Otalgia ..... Misedeslescenvcsellessesees mae 5 7 1% do do 

QO GONtA) GIA scecesessccccccsuacsic(seses 17 24 1 do do 

Palpitation .......0. Gonealiesissienenete 2 9 4 do do 

ERSOMNIG «2... .cscce cesses ose ccce cence 2 15 7 do do 

Conjunctivitis . Soy COONRERL ae 24 66 2 do do 

Eczema... eoeseslezconcaee 1 7 7 do do 

Ulceration of arm from wound, 1 3 3 do do 

ADraszionT ....06 seve. ove be eslieles 5 33 63 do do 

Insanity .. 5 2 90 45 Invalided; one to asylum. 

Blistered feet..... 16 34 24 Recovered ; arearnce to duty. 

Eczema solare... nenees 2 6 3 do 

Strains from riding, ke. ace 40 92 24 do a 

Paralysis of hand....0. 0 006 coves 2 20 40 One came up unfit for duty ; invalided at 
once; the other recovered; under 
treatment. 

Paralysis of bladder ......... sleseees 1 40 40 Still in hospital, must be invalided. 

Urticaria.. cesteeiases 1 2 2 Recovered ; returned to duty. 

Diphtheritic gore ‘throat. tesesasee 7 29 44 do do 

Ohafes from riding ...... seareneeesd 23 39 148 co do 

Constipation ........ paceenete tecsesace TT 149 2 do do 

piel Taig naaee soon evvces eee socoseese 7 13 3 do do 

DONIC ircecscesicersccccoicscocunseaceosssce 7 16 2 do do 

Varicocile...se sees , 2 29 14 Relieved only. 

Scabies ...... An 11 63 5 Recovered do 

Asthma, oo 2 U 3 do do 

Lumbago ..-ereesee 2 7 3 do do 

Rheumatism acute & jsub- AC ute 11 176 16 Three Ee in hospital, the rest returned 
to duty. 

Beiatica.....0..ceec ces selessee voscsesce 1 11 11 Recovered returned to duty. 

Gonorrhea and ZlCCt. cores ccccee 33 340 103 |Many of these are recurrences or reé-ap=< 
pearances of the same aie: 

Orchi tis -eeeeoes @seeree 0008 Ce oeeeoes eeeeee 7 134 192 do 

Loe MOrrhoid 4.10. ..ese0 seseee sooeee i 24 Recovered ; returned to duty 

INGUTOBIS) vases fossccceccessessenaieeseee 5 37 Te do do 

Cellutitus ...... vce Beoocnocenn ove 1 5 5 

Ohillblains.. ....0. .oveeee se 1 1 1 

Bxcoriations....... ee 3 4 1} 

Herpes circonnatus.......0. ++ 2 4 2 

Erysipelas of head.......sccceseeee 2 29 144 

sca Res a Vn id ss id Be Oo a) bl i eee ee 
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ScHEDuLE No. 1—Annual Sick Report, &c.—Continued. S 
SURGERY AND MINOR SURGERY. 


ee er 


eee No. of | No. of | Average 
Disease. Cases. | Days. | Dur choad Surgeon’s Remarks. 


ture of tibia and fibula (kick (Boyd) sickened with typho-malarial on 
from horse). the 25th day; provisional callus was 
re-absorbed as he emaciated; splints 
had to be removed, and union was not 
firm until the 70th day; he has a good 
leg, 1 inch shortened, and is going 


Compound comminuted frac- 1 105 105 This was a very serious injury. The man 
about with a crutch; still in hospital. 


Fracture of fibula and disloca- 1 63 63 Recovered ; left hospital ; will soon return 
tion ie outward, of foot at ankle to duty ; a first-rate leg. 
join 

Fracture of clavicle ...........06 1 24 24 Recovered. 

Dislocation of humerus (severe) 1 40 40 do returned to duty. 

Gun-shot wounds (2 from the 3 lll 37 do 
north). 

Syphilis, BCULE. ....cercerereree sosees 5 134 26% |Returned to duty. 

GO" SRLONIC. fccsssocese csecces 16 315 1144 |Many of these entered the force with 
chronic disease; others are old cases 
sent down from western posts to be 
tceated at headquarters, and probably 
appear also on the sick reports of the 

osts from which they were sent; re= 
ieved ; but some will have to be ulti- 
tie mately invalided. 
Bubo, Syphilitic......ese- seesos sores 6 102 17 Recovered ; returned to duty. 
Frost-bite .....0000 so soe re pent 5 66 1 do do 
Game=boil Micsccccescke Sontaessnteenet 4 19 4 do do 
Paronychia.......0......4. pecses eases 7 58 do do 
Sloughing ulcer of palm of hand 1 35 35 This man was admitted with this disease, 
(a Very serious one). having never been properly examined, 
and he concealing it, being otherwise 
a good man; I retained him until cured. 
ADBCORS csccecsseiveses eee coveesesslssones 6 89 148 |Recovered; returned to duty. 
Hydrocele ...... sasisesenactecss sorsseces 1 13 13 Operated on, and greatly improved. 
Hernia (McMurchy) ....... ..-sscoes 1 srresve] eossssscecoeeesiQOn and off forlong; ultimately invalided. 
Extraction of teeth........0. alcneses cf 7 1 Recovered ; returned to duty. 
Contusions (kicks from horses, 7 88 124 do do 
some attended with fracture, 
and very severe and danger- 
ous). 
Contusions (less severe) ......... 55 156 2 do do 
Barnes cou 20 seeusscreciocecr eeetst 1 12 12 do do 
Bcaldg. ccvcal-cssss:scesyussetelenseace *e 2 24 12 do do 
Ingrowing toe nail.....- sc. .eseee 1 4 4 do do 
Injury to testicle in riding....... 3 19 63 do do 
Old stricture of urethra..... ...... 1 ll ll 
MUDTAX..c000 serccccce cove sooee orescesee 2 14 7 
Balanitis ...... pesiascecsseees Benslitcse 6 21 3 
Incised wounds (some severe).. 15 72 4 
Synovitis (knee). ....cc00.. .scsesose 1 2i 21 
Sprains........ eat eeeeaiseseseas eieveaces oe 13 49 34 
Me OTE BOSS! raccosss ci cneos ot tase il 2 2 
do Se 1 3 3 
do pease 1 13 13 
Tarunculus ; 34 116 377 
Not one death from disease or injury. 


A. JUKES, M.B., F.C.S.L., 
Senior Surgeon. 
Reaina, lst December, 1885. 
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Princk AtBert, N.W.T., 17th November, 1885. 


§Sm.—I have the honor to report for your information the following :— 

During the past year the health of the men under my care has been very good. 
There has eee a number of cases of typhoid, malaria (mountain fever) lately, but alk 
have made good recoveries. 

Venereal affections have prevailed in a much smaller proportion than in other 

ears. 
% During the ten years that I have been in the force no deaths have occurred 
amongst the men under my care, with the exception of the three who were killed 
from the result of the Duck Lake engagement on the 26th March last. 

Of those who were wounded during that affair all have made good recoveries. 

Constable Pocock’s toes were amputated on the 10th of April last (from the 
met foot) the result of severe freezing of that foot rendering the operation necessary. 
The healing process has since progressed so favorably that I anticipate his soon 
being able to walk without crutches. 

The names of those killed at Duck Lake:— 

Constable Gibson, shot through the heart, died on the field. 

Constable Arnold, shot through left lung and neck and died next morning. 

Constable Garrett, shot through the left lung, died next morning. 

The names of those wounded at Duck Lake :— 

Assistant Commissioner Crozier, flesh wound of right cheek, bullet. 

Inspector Howe, flesh wound of calf of right Jeg, bullet, 

Corporal Gilchrist, left thigh fractured by bullet, 

Constable Miller, scalp wound, bullet. 

Constable Gordon, flesh wound upper part of left leg, bullet. 

Constable Wood, flesh wound of left arm, bullet. 

Constable Mannors Smith, struck on upper part of chest (left) by bullet which 
passed upwards, backwards, and downwards, making its exit at lower angle of 
shoulder blade, leaving the lung intact. 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
ROBERT MILLER, M. D. 
Asst. Surgeon, N.W.M.P. 


Lieut,Col. A. G. Irving, 
Commissioner North-West Mounted Police. 
Regina. 
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Fort MoLgop, 30th November, 1885. 


Siz,—In accordance with your instructions I have the honor to present you 
with my annual report for 1885. 

A review of the monthly sick report shows that the general health of the post, 
has been on the whole fairly good. 

The winter months were, as usual, marked with a preponderance of colds and 
affections of the throat and bronchial tubes. 

During the month’s of March, May, June, July and August the sick report was 
unusually light; but this may be, in part, accounted for by the fact that a large 
number of the men of the division were absent from the post on General Strange’s 
expedition to the north. 

In September the sick report assumed large proportions, the increase being 
mainly due to the eight cases of fever. This fever continued during October and 
November, fresh cases occurring at intervals until the total amounted to sixteen. 

Now, I am happy to say that the fever shows signs of abatement, no new cases 
occurring lately, and those already reported convalescing. As this fever is almost 
a new feature in this part of the country, I am tempted to say a few words about it, 

It is characterized at its inception by all the appearances of a heavy cold, and in 
its course, symptoms and treatment is very similar to the fever which prevailed at 
Fort Walsh during the years 1879, 1880, 1881 and 1882, 

The difference between them is a difference in degree ; the fever at Fort Walsh 
being much more severe, and long continued, 

The cause of the fever is to be found in the climatic conditions of the country. 
I think there can be no doubt that the immediate or exciting cause is chill, which is 
occasioned by the difference in the day and night temperature of this altitude. 

Why it has been so prevalent this year, while in former years there have been 
few or no cases, may be explained by the fact, that this autumn has been an unusually 
warm and open one ; the days being sometimes positively hot and the nights very 
cool. For this reason, I am inclined 1o believe, that as the health of the men at this 


st has not been seriously affected by it in former years, neither will it be in the 
ture, 


Only two men have been invalided during the past year, ore for recurring 
epidynitis, and the other for phthisis. The sanitary condition of the post is good. 
The barrack rooms, hospital and other quarters, should be provided with double 
windows, as there has been 9 good deal of shrinking in the sills and draughts are the 
consequences, For the same reasons something should be done about the wainscot- 
ting in the barrack rooms. The hospital has been improved externally by the 
addition of a coal shed and latrine, and, internally, the comfort of the patients 
has been greatly added to by easy chairs, tables, &c. 

I think the time has arrived when iron cots should be substituted for the boards 
and trestles on which the men sleep. The latter are unsightly and uncomfortable, 
and could be replaced by cots at a very reasonable expense, 


I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
G. A. KENNEDY, 


Assistant Surgeon, N.W.M.P. 
La.-Cox. Inwing, 
Commissionner North-West Mounted Holice, 
Regina. 
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NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


Rertoagns showing Diseases Treated at Hospital, Fort McLeod, from 30th November, 
1884, to 30th November, 1885. 
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Assistant Surgeon. 
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APPENDIX M. 


BarriErorp, N.W.T., December, 1885. 


To the Officer Commanding 
North-West Mounted Police. 


Smr,—In making my annual report for the past year I would beg leave to refer 
briefly to the first half of it, when holding the rank of Staff Sergeant, and in medi- 
cal charge at Fort Pitt. The health of the small detachment stationed there waa 
excellent, and the supply of medicines sent us last February was ample. The jour- 
ney down on the scow when the post was abandoned, made in very trying weather, 
and in many cases with insufficient clothing and blankets, was very well borne by 
the men, Constable Loasby, suffering from two severe flesh wounds received the 
day we started, bore the journey well, showing how large a factor pure fresh air is 
in the treatment of wounds. It was impossible to dress his wounds properly, he 
had to be carried on and off the scow, whenever we landed, often up steep banks, 
and on an impromptu stretcher, and yet after six days of such usage his recovery 
was as rapid as any cases of similar severity which came under my notice. 

On assuming medical charge of the North-West Mounted Police at Battleford, 
in the month of May last, I found myself, as we were brigaded with the militia, 
under the orders of Brigade Surgeon Strange, whose courtesy to the medical staff 
of the police, of all ranks, as well as the skill and kindness he exhibited to their 
wounded under his care, have earned for him the gratitude and good wishes of all 
who came in contact with him. 

Owing to the confusion arising from the number of refugees in the barracks at 
the time of the outbreak, which necessitated the occupation of the hospital by half- 
breed families, and shortly afterwards as a barrack-room, it was impossible for some 
time to keep any record of our prescriptions, and later-on the use of one hospital 
for the sick of the brigade, and the necessity for a constant interchange of drugs 
from one having what the other was deficient in, made it impossible to show 
accurately the relative expenditure. 

There was during the month of May a brigade hospital tent for the wounded, in 
which both police and militia were treated by the brigade medical staff, and my 
duties consisted in the medical treatment of the police, the Battleford Rifles, and 
two companies of Home Guards, During the month of June I accompanied Gen- 
eral Middleton’s column in pursuit of Big Bear. We left Battleford on a few hours’ 
notice, and obtained our supply of medicines from the Brigade Surgeon of the 
column we then joined. Owing to the military necessity of sub-dividing the 
column, we were not always as well supplied as was desirable, but this was unavoid- 
able, a very few of the men, not of very strong constitutions, suffered from the 
hardships of the trip, but it was only necessary to send one man back. He was 
afterwards invalided. 

Early in July, a few days after my return to Battleford, I was placed in medical 
charge of Col. Otter’s Brigade, and this continued until his departure in October 
last. The health of our men was good during the summer, but in September last 
typhoid or enteric fever broke out, of which there were five severe, well marked 
cases, and several other lighter ones, of a more or less doubtful type. Two cases 
proved fatal. One (Constable ae ae was of a very ap eae type, and he died 
afew days after reporting himself sick, The other case (Constable Dyer) proved 
fatal from a complication of inflammation of internal organs, 
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As I have been directed to make a special report upon the subject of the hos- 
ital building, it will be unnecessary to enter upon the subject now. Every effort 
kas been made to meet my wishes in this, as well as of all matters connected with 
the health of the men, yet nothing short of a building erected for the purpose of a 
hospital, with the conveniences required for such, will meet the requirements of a 
large body of men. 
Considering the large number of recruits, the physique of the men is excellent. 
There are, however, always a few who are scarcely fitted for the onerous duties our 
men are at times called upon to perform without being actually ill; they are une- 
qual to any extra strain, thus throwing their duty upon their comrades. This cannot 
be readily detected by the examining surgeon on their entering the force, but only 
by testing them at the work. In my opinion, it would be more economical to dis- 
charge such men at once. 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. WIDMER ROLPH, M.D., L.R.C, Phys, Lond. 
Assistant Surgeon. 


NORTH-WEST MOUNTED POLICE. 


SHowine the Number of Cases and Average Duration of Diseases treated, from Ist 
January to 31st October, 1885. 


=—————————————————————>—>————=—=—>_—_—_—————————— a 


Number} Number 


: Average 
Disease. of of 4 Surgeon’s Remarks. 
Cases. | Days. | Duration. 

SS TE Seow cose | aon seo cose Se eee oe ED 
Constipation ...... ce rceceer oe secves 5 6 1% |Returned to duty. 
Influenza... ,.0007+ soceee aa 2 6 3 do 
Splenitis........... 1 11 11 do 

eadache... 2 4 2 do 
Indigestion. ; 6 10 1? do 
Hydrocele......... * 2 4 2 do 
Blongated uvula...... ssc cersccoee 1 1 1 Med. and duty. 
Swelled thumb............... mecdceess 2 6 3 Returned to duty. 
Progressive paralysis.......00 0000 1 2 2 do 
Lacerated wound........ Oo OCKxKe ayy 2 55 27 do 
Tonsilitis.............+. seurtttelestoccsse 8 34 4 do 
Mucous patches ......ccceee asecesecs 3 22 vf do 
Bronchitis ......60 coerce sirasieeceseses 3 15 5 do 
Scrofula........ alsconsee setccascollessccess 1 5 5 do 
Cramp ....02000 0 seceee pa sesecleceevocss i 1 1 Med. and ee 
Fistula in a1m0......0-0scccees sossssoes 1 8 8 Returned to duty 
Ulcerated mouth ......... .. see 1 1 1 Med. and dut 
Festered fin ger.......00 +00 ssccceees 3 16 53 |Returned to duty. 
Sprained hand....cooe scores seorsceee 1 3 3 do 

OlLGecescecsteass eeseulelseceveresiesesesays 1 1 1 Med. and dut 
Vomiting......... ...ceee seceiicescesevs 1 2 2 Returned to duty: 
Sprained shoulder .......00. sssssoove 1 9 9 do 
Amygdalitis........ Dessesese oe sesces 1 9 9 do 
GuBtial gia.......00ccccseoe Sesleccersese 1 2 2 do 
AENC 20250000 00000 melgecvecsatlicessess * 3 3 1 Med. and dut 
Chills and fOVETr ......000 soo secseeees 1 6 5 Returned to day 
BUDO secccrsss) or ececee nvane sed scscorst cor ll 164 14 do 
ChHANCTO ......2. cccoree mectere sealovesss 5 27 5 do 
Ulcerated leg.......0. sss cre vessss 2 24 12 do 
Rheumatism .....004 0.00000 Sesscaces 20 144 2h do 
Urn UClOcccesccve teccceiceccosseceacecece 5 25 5 do 
Bruise ee C0000 Ceeert ee O SETEHOOES Cocoerees 2 14 100 Te de 
Chafe POPOFOCOP  COCOHOSS COO EOOED Coeseeees 2 3 1 do 
VATiCOBC VEINB.......00 sesscoees cocees 1 13 13 do 
Biliousness....... ieioresee wan se tocseeses 29 59 225 do 
Lumbago...... 200 secceeses coven. cocccese 6 12 2 do 
Odontalgia PO COOETEH FOCCEOOOL © CORECOOOE 5 7 1¢ de 
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Suowine the Number of Cases and Average Duration of Diseases treated, from Ist 
January to 31st October, 1885—Coneluded, 


SS eee 


No. of | No. of | Average 


i g 
Disease. Cases. | Days. | Duration. Surgeon’s Remarks. 
a tf — 

Sprained ankle wo. . sercsces soeoee 4& 86 21$  |One still under treatment. 
PONE E ci sicconecsrcssces os) seccseses 4 72 18 Returned to duty. 
MLAPTBED ss ccce cocese ceccecase os tecees 40 62 134 do 
WUGUER INIA = ccns cerssesecese ccsiccovssese 10 24 2 do 
MEXCOPMIACION © (esses esac s covsnceoveneee 3 7 2 do 
Sprained wrist....... salaecacsieraseres 1 3 3 do 
OOryUa...ccccoe soos eet etesrecccacossess 2 2 1 Med. and duty. 
Cough and COldS.......cc.ee -seesvees 48 119 Returned to date 
GonOtrhos...scoee sreercoee o seevoeeee 24 109 rit do 
BEEOGE DIG0 oi cceve ad csacevn eceicetees on 1 7 7 do 
RIPUGREIR ote ccseucasceroasiecs ossseees 4 4 1 Med. and duty. 
Nervousness.....cooe ..sooee selesees rest 1 1 l do 
Ohilblain...... Gaplensiecnsesecanicesecsens 1 Le 1 do 
Phymosis and chancre... ... eareae 1 7 7 Returned to duty, 
{ncised WOUND .......00 sccsssoos coves 5 34 64 do 
Gunshot Wound wiser corssoon severe 13 243 18%, |Returned to duty. 
ADFABION ....0ccc0s0008 seccssece sooees 1 1 1 |Med. and duty. 
SyPhilig -resesccecs sssenssocecs.caveseese 3 28 94 |Returned to duty 
AUG LOCccucencoccentenssschecceciicsescess 2 2 1 Med. and dut 
Don tasion x cscccces cocoesn socsecepess 8 74 9¢ ‘Returned Giaiy 
Sore heel ...... .... Seccslisestsessiertves 1 1 1 |Med. and duty. 
PUOPULQO NS ereniiccore sossestecete ‘seemosns 3 49 164 |Returned to duty. 
Hemorrhoids .........00 eislerse sesss 8 26 | 3 do 

DIAN iesrorecicccccerce weeseteeresterere: 3 20 64 do 
Irritable bladder.............. eeasess 6 W7 12g do 
Contusion of testicle ......... ...0 2 30 15 do 
Debility .....006 sore. nee 8 22 22 do 
Sore hand .......00...0 1 3 3 do 
Sore throat. 1 1 1 Med. and duty. 
Deafness..... 1 1 1 do 
Pleurisy 3 44 14 Returned to duty. 
Opthalmia 6 8 1 do 
Stye ......0 os 2 3 1 |Med. and duty. 
SSO StL OKC access craves istorsseveiccsee 2 27 134 |Returned to duty. 
Punctured wound ...... septiecs ears : 1 10 10 do 
Ot Bn ger yor. ences coseccacacses scssss 1 10 10 do 
Malaria! £6V OF cs cses coccenisscoes sucess 10 117 lly do 
PAIN IN DACK sc cccces'essocctacievecceess 2 52 26 do 
Pain in leg...... SRO COOLED 1 1 1 |Med. and ay 
PON ANGLO .oczsces.cicasacsesmcscsas 2 26 64 |Returned to duty. 
Blisteredi heels sccccscosivscccaicessseses 1 2 2 do 

eak CY CB.....006 Scorer eos cosseeees 1 1 1 |Med. and duty. 
DtPAiN on.55) vasecee sleeeees seslveccees oes 5 57 11g |1 still under treatment. 
Swelled testicle .......0. cscessecs: 1 2 2  |Returned to duty. 
SWOUNGN, QIANG occssec ursse,csresees 2 3 1} do 
ABI UTOE HANA ..5.scccccccsreasasoccsesns 1 2 2 do 
Typhoid fever...... ...... eaeleceseaes . 5 132 24% |4 still under treatment. 
BSRYNOG 160bsacsees cevene- ¢eaee stosevars 1 5 5 |Returned to duty. 
Cold and sore throat..... «000 3 3 1 Med. and duty. 
Pain im Bide......... s.r ealsasecetes 1 1 1 do 
Ulcerated mouth... .-se0+ srsereee ° 2 2 1 do 
Bruised side...... ..sece0e saasreclieese! 1 27 27 ~«=©{Still under treatment. 
MOGEGEEN s,s ciseoe'sacace sennceson soccossie 1 1 1 ‘Med. and duty. 
Otalgia seeee PCOS so ebOe © <P eCeOSSe THFEOEEEe 2 2 1 do 
brand HACK yecceccssovacasasesse ove 2 9 44 |Returned to duty. 
ULI D serecsccsecesess secctsccelsseseaes 1 5 5 do 
SPOTS SOM ncpsnsisnscosens apstnesen vessseece 1 5 5 do 
PSOTIASIB.....0000 .000- woes cocves vooeee 2 2 1 |Med. and duty. 

J. WIDMER ROLPH. 
Assistant Surgeon. 


BaTTLeFrorD, 7th December, 1885. 
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APPENDIX N. 


Laer of the Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of the North-West Mounted Police 
Killed in the suppression of the late Insurrection. 


Reg. No. Rank and Name. Engagement. Date. Remarks. 
1885. 
1003 |Constable Gibson, T. J. pack uere seslosiieesesees March 26 ..{ Killed in action. 
1065 do Arnold, G. Pea Nw idok a scctn aes do 26...|Died 27th March, 1885. 
852 do Garrett, Gak..:...- Se Bscacelonescases do 26... do do 
6365 do Cowan, D. L........|Fort Pitt .......00 6.008 April 13...|Killed by Indians. 
665 | Corporal Sleigh, R. B. ........ Cut Knife Hill ......... May 2...| do in action. 
907 o Lowry, W. H. T. Gh) eercnertr do _‘2...|Died 3rd May, 1885. 
402 |Constable Burke, P. ........+0 COMIN feccereone do do do 


2.. 
973 do Elliott, Fi. O...0.000 |-sesee qssees secveseeeevsee oe] GO 14... :|Killed by Indians at Battleford, 
while scouting. 


a 


Last of Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and Men of the North-West Mounted 
Police Wounded in the suppression of the late Insurrection. 


aad Rank and Name. Engagement. Date. Nature of Wound. 
1885. 
ascooeees| Supt. Crozier, L. N. F........ Duck Lake.. ... patties a Flesh wound, right cheek ; bullet. 
wccverses INBP. HOWE, J. .ceerceee seroseeee Ol iteceeseone do“ calf right leg do 
§32 |Oorp. Me etaaesN Te Hetescest COM ceases: a rs Left thigh faciareds bullet. 
935 Oonst. Millar, A...... .-ccccces CO lmiiiccecesese do 26 Boslp wound ; bull et. 
1117| do Gordon, S. eS COM ime cssesexs do 26|Fles wound, Shy salon Legh left leg; bullet. 
2048 | do Wood, J. J....... cee CO iccsccese: do 26 bullet. 
1045| do Manners-Smith, A... COM icccssess: do 26 sheer on upper part of chest (left) by 


bullet, which passed upwards, back- 
wards and downwards, making exit at 
lower angle of shoulder blade, leaving. 
the lung intact. 


925) do Loasby, ©. ...00 sere. Fort Pitt ,..--..... April 13] Wounded both thighs; bullet. 
36 |Sergt. Ward, J. H.......0000 Cut Knife Hill...jMay 2 do abdomen do 

333} do Fury, "W. sescesseeeee|L00n Lake.......| do 28|Shot through body do 

716 |}Const. Mc ae, Dee Frenchman’s| do 28]Wounded in leg do 


Butte. 


———— eee 00000 OOOO 


List of Prince Albert Volunteers Wounded in the su ppression of the late Insurrection. 
es EE nee 


Rank and Name. Engagement, Date. Remarks. 
1885. 

Captr Moore, H. SiscscXes <ocseees «++-| Duck Lake......... March 26|Shot below the right knee, causing frac- 
ture and much comminution of tibia, 
and probably of fibula........ ssc sesese 

DUret. NON AD, A sscsce vccoresee sacdccecs GUS: demiaaeee do  26/Flesh wound of upper third of left arm 


of left hand. 

Const. Newett, Chas... ..sscoeeee do... do  26/Flesh wound of lower third of thighe 
fracture of ring finger, and flesh 
wound of middle finger of left hand; 
slight scalp wound. 


Cis MeMSTIIeY, “Ay, owstr Fi cgeeliencs dow Wer. do —26/Superficial wound of skin over abdomen. 
PCOUG SLOWATE Ceccicen cceped coves has: dor) e3sncs do 26/Slight wound of skin over chest. 
ee po 


List of Prince Albert Volunteers Killed in the suppression of the late Insurrection, 


Rank and Name. Engagement. Date. Remarks. 


— ee ee | ee 


1885. 


Capt. Morton, John.............-+-|Duck Lake... ....|March 26 Killed by bullet wound through the left 
chest, passing through body. 


emma 
5 eet 


Corp. Napier, Wail seeds cqecesdee sass GOMEEi« series do  26/Two shots through the chest and one 
through leg. 
Const. Anderson, Jos..e.. secesvees do weer} Go  26/Shot through left cheek, ball passing 
through head. 
do Bakie, James .....sscses seseee Oe sscsceses do  26/Shot through breast. 
OS SEU O ESS GO crecirestes xavier COD sees: cctess do  26/Shot through chest and leg. 
do’ Fisher, Alex .cciccsscccs cosoce do vcore] GO 26/First shot through leg, and afterwards, 
when crawling off ground, through 
the head. 
do Middleton, Robert .......... OMe rsscces =e do 26)Shot through the breast, ball entering 


under right arm and passing through 
chest and out under left arm. 

do McKenzie, Daniel A ....... GU eee do  26jShot through the breast. 

do McPhail, Dan,......-...00 ees dO = ssrseeeee] do  26/Shot through the head. 


Sat ca re ee 
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